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Welcome to a world where anything can happen – where animals talk, 


forests hide secrets and hundreds of years can pass in a day. These 


stories are full of wonder, adventure and a little bit of mischief too.


The British Library has looked back through its collections to find out 


where these stories first came from and how they’ve changed over 


time. Using what they discovered, they’ve written introductions  



to each tale, so you can enjoy a peek into their past before  



stepping into the adventure yourself.


Fairy tales have been told and retold for generations, passed  



from one storyteller to another, each time adding  



something new. Now it’s your turn to step inside  



and see where the stories take you...


Once Upon a Time...















‘Cinderella’ is one of the most well-known fairy 


stories in the world. Many readers will probably be 


most familiar with the version written by Charles 


Perrault and first published in 1697. The French author 


may have introduced some of the most captivating 


elements – the transformation of the pumpkin into a 


coach and the glass slipper – but the main features of 


the story can be found in many other tales. 


A young girl is mistreated by her stepfamily but with 


the aid of a magical helper (perhaps representing 


her mother) she achieves her heart’s desire. There is 


often a shoe-test to determine her identity. One early 


version is the Chinese story of 'Yeh-hsien', in which 


the magical helper is a fish. In a Scottish tale, ‘Rashin- 


or Rushen Coatie’, it is a red calf. The Brothers Grimm 


recorded the story of ‘Aschenputtel’, in which she is 


helped by a bird in the tree over her mother’s grave. 


The appeal of the story is not just the rags to riches 


story of the heroine but also in the sense that she is 


kind and hard-working and that the prince is 


attracted by her nature as much as her beauty. 


Cinderella















Once upon a time, there was a girl named Cinderella. Cinderella 



lived with her father, stepmother and two stepsisters, but the 


life of luxury the family lived was not one that Cinderella herself 


could enjoy. You see, Cinderella’s stepmother was a mean 


woman who treated Cinderella awfully and encouraged her 


daughters to do the same. Though Cinderella’s father was not 


unkind, he was weak-willed and unwilling to question his 


wife, so he chose not to see what was right in front of him: 


he had married an awful woman and Cinderella was suffering 


terribly as a result of his poor decisions.


Each day, Cinderella was forced to clean, dust and 


tidy the house from top to bottom. This was such a tiring 


task that, each evening once she had finished, she would 


lie down in her straw bed next to the fire in the basement. 


Indeed, her stepmother had long made Cinderella give her 


bedroom to one of her stepsisters, and it was sleeping next 


to the fire and its cinders that gave Cinderella her name, for 


her clothing was often covered in ash.


One day, while Cinderella was dusting in the 


drawing room, she heard her stepmother shriek in 


surprise: an invitation had been delivered to the house, 


for the king’s son was holding a ball at the royal 















palace and everyone in the kingdom was invited! Cinderella 


knew that her stepmother would not allow her to go to the 


ball, and she bore it, for she could see no way out. But, even 


worse, her stepsisters forced Cinderella to wash their best 


clothes, dress them and even style their hair for the event. As 


they rode off in their carriage on the night of the ball, Cinderella 


heard them laughing with excitement. Though she would never let them 


see her cry, once they were gone she fell to the floor and wept.


“Why do you cry, child?” asked a voice, jolting Cinderella from her 


tears. She looked up and saw a fairy godmother before her.


“I wish—” she stuttered, “I wish—”


“You wish to go to the ball?” asked her fairy godmother, at which 


point fresh tears fell and Cinderella covered her face with her hands.


“Then,” said her fairy godmother, “let it be so.” The woman urged 


Cinderella to rush to the garden and bring back a pumpkin, then check the 


mouse trap and bring as many mice as she could find. When Cinderella had 


done as she was instructed, her fairy godmother waved her magic wand, 


turning the pumpkin into a grand coach and the sweet little mice into six 


magnificent horses.


“But we still need a coachman,” said her fairy godmother, and 


Cinderella coaxed from the garden a rat. With a wave of a wand, the rat 


became a coachman.


“Last but not least,” said the fairy godmother, who was clearly 


enjoying herself, “I need six lizards from the pond in your garden.”


No sooner had Cinderella selected them, then the lizards were 


changed into footmen, each wearing fine clothing. Cinderella looked 


down at her own clothes, for all she had were tatty rags.
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  “Well, are you ready to go to the ball?” asked 


her godmother, but Cinderella could only cry. 


“I couldn’t possibly go looking like this,” she 


said eventually. But her godmother smiled, for all it took 


was a touch of her wand and Cinderella’s dirty clothes were 


turned into cloth of gold and silver, all beset with jewels. 


On her feet appeared a pair of glass slippers so beautiful 


they made Cinderella gasp. And with that, she got up 


into the coach with the help of her footmen and sped 


off towards the palace. 


“You must promise to be home before 


midnight!” her fairy godmother called after her. 


“I promise!” replied Cinderella.


At the ball, everyone was of course eager to 


dance with the prince – so much so that he scarcely 


had a moment to sit down. Finally, he sat down to 


rest. It was then that he looked up to the doors of 


the ballroom and saw the most beautiful woman 


standing there. Immediately, he jumped up, for he could 


not possibly let another person dance with her before 


him. And can you guess who the woman was? That’s 


right, Cinderella!


Cinderella and the prince danced and 


danced and danced. Indeed, the prince 


declined to dance with 















anyone else for the rest of 


the night! And Cinderella was 


enjoying herself so much that she completely lost track 


of time. It was not until the clock started chiming that she 


remembered herself. Oh no! It was midnight! Backing away 


from the prince, Cinderella rushed to leave, but in her haste 


she left behind one glass slipper. Though she realised as soon 


as it fell from her foot, she could not go back for it, for her 


beautiful dress was already turning back into rags and the 


carriage was starting to turn a deep shade of pumpkin orange. 


With dismay, Cinderella fled into the night. Fortunately, 


Cinderella returned before her stepmother and stepsisters. 


Thank goodness! 


The next day, Cinderella served her family breakfast 


as they spoke of the ball – and even of the beautiful 


woman who had danced so long with the prince.


“I heard that she rushed away at midnight,” said  


one stepsister.


“And I heard that she left behind a glass slipper,” 


said the other.


“Now, now girls, there’s no need to gossip,” said 


Cinderella’s stepmother, before whispering, “I heard that 


the prince is looking for the woman this very day,  


searching every house in the kingdom!”


Indeed, no sooner had the words been 
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