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Chapter 1



The United States of America
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What you will learn:





1  USA country profile.



2  The USA is a capitalist country.



3  Who makes up the American population.



4  The push and pull factors that encourage people to come to the USA, and immigration issues.



5  What the American Dream is.
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Background to the USA


USA country profile


The USA is the third largest country in the world. It covers an area of 9,826,657 km2. Russia and Canada are the only countries that have a larger land mass than the USA, with China coming fourth. There are 50 states that make up the USA, with Alaska and Hawaii being separated from the mainland. The USA experiences a variety of landscapes and climates and there are six different time zones, including Alaska and Hawaii.
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Quick facts





•  Capital: Washington, DC



•  Population: 316 million



•  Area: 9.8 million sq km



•  Major language: English



•  Major religion: Christianity



•  Life expectancy: men (76 years), women (81 years)



•  Currency: US dollar
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ICT task





1  Go to the website www.50states.com




2  From the home page, scroll down so that you can see the State List. Do not click on any of the states.



3  Find the name of the capital city for the following six states (just hover your cursor over the state’s name): Arizona, Florida, Kansas, Mississippi, Ohio and Texas.



4  Choose one state and find out the following pieces of information:







    •  admission to statehood (when it became a state)


    •  which states border it


    •  economy – agriculture and industry.





ICT extension task


Remember the quick facts? Now it is your turn to find out more facts about the USA!





•  What important building is in Washington, DC?



•  Russia and Canada may have more land than the USA but do they have larger populations?



•  What other languages are commonly spoken in the USA?



•  Do any other countries use the US dollar as their currency?
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The USA is a capitalist country


Capitalism is an economic system. In the US, the people and companies make decisions and own property; the government plays more of a secondary role. Profits that are made through business are kept by the individual.




[image: ]




As a result of capitalism in the USA, people can:





•  own their own businesses



•  express their own views, opinions and religious beliefs



•  elect their own government



•  choose to pay for private education and health care.
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Capitalism vs communism


In a capitalist country, much of the country’s resources or the means of production lies with a private owner. The profit in a capitalist structure belongs to the private owner only.


Communism is a type of government as well as an economic system. In a communist country, individual people do not own land, factories or machinery. Instead, the government or the whole community owns these things.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Show your understanding


Branch out


Work in pairs:





1  Write down as many countries that you can think of that use the capitalist system.



2  Write down as many countries that you can think of that use the communist system.



3  Discuss whether you agree with the capitalist or communist system. Write down two points for and against each system.





Group task





4  Working in groups of three or four, decide whether your group would vote to live in a capitalist or a communist system. Remember that you must justify your answers. Prepare to defend your choice with other groups.
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Who makes up the American population?



The USA is a diverse country. There are millions of people who would call themselves American, even though they may not have been born on US soil. American society has often been described as a ‘melting pot’ or ‘salad bowl’ as there are many different ethnic groups that make up the population of the USA.


To understand the term ‘melting pot’, think about making a cup of coffee. You may use hot water, coffee granules, milk and sugar. You stir them all together and get a brown liquid. You will not be able to pick out any of the ingredients. People who go to live in the USA may be Scottish, Japanese or Mexican, but they can lose their own identity after a period of time and become ‘American’.


For the ‘salad bowl’, when you make a salad you may add lettuce, red onions, green peppers, cucumber and tomatoes. You can mix them all together in a bowl, but you are still able to pick out the individual ingredients. It can be possible for people from different ethnic groups and cultures to ‘become American’ but also keep their own identities.


US population projections


The estimated population figure in the USA is 327,536,561 (April 2018).


The population of the United States represents 4.52 per cent of the world’s total population, which arguably means that one person in every 22 people on the planet is a resident of the United States.


The US Census Bureau estimates that between 2014 and 2060, the population of the USA will increase from 319 million to 417 million, reaching 400 million in 2051.





•  By 2030, one in five Americans will be 65 or over.



•  By 2044, more than half of Americans will belong to an ethnic minority group.



•  By 2060, nearly one in five of the USA’s total population will have been born outside the USA.





Source: US Census Bureau




[image: ]






[image: ]


Show your understanding





1  What is the estimated population of the USA? Why do you think the figure is just an estimate?



2  Read the ‘melting pot’ theory and the ‘salad bowl’ theory. Which theory do you feel best explains people who ‘become American’ when they move to the USA? Explain your answer.



3  What is predicted to happen to ethnic groups in the USA? Provide evidence from the US Census Bureau projections.





Branch out





4  Write down the five main ethnic groups in the USA. For each group, write down:







    (a)  which country/countries the ethnic group originated from


    (b)  the most recent population figures.








5  Can you think of famous Americans from different ethnic groups? Working in pairs, write down the five main groups and list as many famous Americans as you can think of. Compare your list with other pairs in your class.
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FACT FILE


The main ethnic groups
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•  Non-Hispanic white: the largest ethnic group in the USA. Until 1860, most migrants to the USA were from northern Europe. These people settled into different parts of America. Between 1860 and 1920, white migrants came mainly from eastern and southern Europe. Many of these people lived and worked in built-up city areas. Migrants from the UK, Ireland and Germany were three of the favoured countries to achieve entry into the USA.



•  Hispanic/Latino: originate from Spanish-speaking countries such as Mexico, Cuba and Puerto Rico.







    •  Mexican: make up the largest group. They are concentrated in the western and southern border states such as Texas, Arizona and California. Many illegal immigrants enter the USA from Mexico.


    •  Cuban: 80 per cent of Cubans in the USA live in the south – mainly in Florida and particularly in Miami. Florida is 145 km (90 miles) from Cuba. Some Cubans fled to the USA to seek political refuge when Fidel Castro took over. Many Cubans call themselves exiles, not immigrants, because they intend to return to Cuba.


    •  Puerto Rican: many live in the mid-Atlantic, mainly in New York. Puerto Rico is a Free Associated State of the USA, which entitles Puerto Ricans to enter mainland USA to work and live.








•  African-American/black: in the USA the majority of black people live in the south. Most live in the south for historical reasons as it was the centre of slavery in the nineteenth century. From the 1940s to the 1970s, black people migrated from the south to the cities of the north and west, but since the 1970s this movement has reversed and increasing numbers are moving to the south from cities in the north. They are moving back to escape the poverty and segregation that still exists in northern cities. The south offers an improved lifestyle.



•  Asian/Pacific Islander: immigrants, or descendants of immigrants, arrived on the west coast of America from Far East countries such as China, Japan and Korea over the past 150 years. The majority have settled in the cities of the west and south.



•  Native American: this group are the ‘original’ Americans. In the 2000 census, Native American was the group name given to American Indian, Eskimo and Aleut. (The Eskimo and the Aleut inhabit Alaska.) Reservations are recognised in US law as foreign territories and they are not subject to all the laws of the USA.
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Push and pull factors


Push and pull factors are often used to explain why people move to the USA. Push factors are reasons why they are being ‘pushed’ out of their own country. Pull factors are reasons why they are ‘pulled’ or attracted to the USA.
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Push factors


Dictatorship


Unemployment


No land


Poor health care


Poverty


Lack of housing


Little or no educational opportunities


War and natural disasters
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Pull factors


Democratic country


Freedom of speech


Wealth


Land


The American Dream


Education


Health care


Jobs


Capitalism
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Immigration


The United States has been the top destination for international migrants since the 1960s. Since 2017, one-fifth of the world’s migrants live in the USA. Politicians and US citizens are sometimes divided on whether immigration is a valuable resource or a major challenge.
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Show your understanding


Branch out





1  Working in pairs, write down three push factors that you feel are the most important reasons for a person to leave their country. Write down an explanation for each of your chosen push factors.



2  Write down three pull factors that you think most people would be attracted to. Write down an explanation for each of your chosen pull factors.



3  Think about recent events in Syria and other countries that are experiencing conflict. Discuss reasons why the citizens may want to leave these countries and write down some examples.
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Arguments for immigration





•  Some of the most intelligent and ambitious individuals, who are unsatisfied with their own countries, bring their skills to the USA.



•  It increases the diversity and expands the culture of the country.



•  Immigrants often take low-paying jobs, such as food service and hotel cleaning, which many Americans do not want to do at such low wages.



•  It improves the overall image of the USA internationally, as it is seen as an open, welcoming country, and immigrants who return home or maintain contact with family back home have a true image of the USA.



•  It gives struggling people all over the world an opportunity for a better life. The USA was built on immigrants who sought opportunity and political and religious freedom.





Arguments against immigration





•  More immigrants may result in more opportunities for terrorists, drug dealers and other criminals to enter the country.



•  Immigrants – especially poorer ones – use high levels of government resources, such as health care, education and welfare, without paying taxes or a high rate of taxes.



•  The national identity and language is disappearing.



•  Emigration to the USA hurts the country that is left as many of the male population, workers and top intellectuals often leave.



•  Less-skilled American citizens earn less money and have fewer job opportunities because they must compete with immigrants in the job market.
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Who are illegal immigrants?
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Illegal immigrants are people who enter the USA without permission or stay longer than they are allowed to. They live and work in the USA although they do not have a legal right to do this.
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Facts about illegal immigration in the US





•  It is estimated that there were lower numbers of illegal immigrants in the USA in 2015 (11.3 million) than there were in 2009 (11.5 million).



•  It is estimated that the number of illegal immigrants from Mexico will continue to decrease.



•  The US workforce includes approximately 8 million illegal immigrants.



•  Six states account for approximately 59 per cent of illegal immigrants: California, Texas, Florida, New York, New Jersey and Illinois.



•  In 2014 about two-thirds (66 per cent) of adults had lived in the USA for at least a decade.





Source: Pew Research Center
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HERE’S THE REALITY ABOUT ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES


By Vivian Yee, Kenan Davis and Jugal K. Patel, March 6, 2017


‘There are 11 million of them, the best estimates say, laboring in American fields, atop half-built towers and in restaurant kitchens, and swelling American classrooms, detention centers and immigration courts.


In the public’s mind, the undocumented – the people living here without permission from the American government – are Hispanic, mostly Mexican and crossed the southwestern border in secret.


In the eyes of their advocates, they are families and workers, taking the jobs nobody else wants, staying out of trouble, here only to earn their way to better, safer lives for themselves and their children.


At the White House, they are pariahs, criminals who menace American neighborhoods, take American jobs, sap American resources and exploit American generosity: They are people who should be, and will be, expelled.


Illegal immigrants can be many of these things, and more. Eleven million allows for considerable range, crosshatched with contradictions.


There may be no more powerful symbol of how fixedly Americans associate illegal immigration with Mexico than the wall President Trump has proposed building along the southern border. But many of the unauthorized are not Mexican; almost a quarter are not even Hispanic.’


Countries of origin for unauthorized immigrants in the U.S.:


Mexico – 6.2 million


Guatemala – 723,000


El Salvador – 465,000


Honduras – 337,000


China – 268,000


Other countries – 2.1 million


Source: The New York Times
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Show your understanding


Develop your skills


Using the newspaper article on page 7, give one reason to support and one reason to oppose the following view:


‘The main view regarding illegal immigration in the USA is negative. The majority of illegal immigrants entering the USA are Mexican.’ (N. Martin)
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US Immigration and Customs Enforcement


US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) states that it aims to promote homeland security and public safety by enforcing federal laws (laws for everyone in the USA) governing:





•  border control – making sure that no one crosses the border into the USA without permission



•  customs – goods that are brought into the country



•  trade – buying and selling goods from other countries



•  immigration – people who want to come and live in America who are not citizens.





ICE now has more than 20,000 employees in more than 400 offices in the United States and 46 foreign countries. The agency has an annual budget of approximately $6 billion.





•  Homeland Security Investigations (HSI)







    •  ‘responsible for investigating … the illegal movement of people and goods into, within and out of the United States’








•  Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO)







    •  ‘enforces the nation’s immigration laws in a fair and effective manner. It identifies and apprehends removable aliens, detains these individuals when necessary and removes illegal aliens from the United States.’








•  Office of the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA)







    •  ‘the exclusive legal representative in exclusion, deportation and removal proceedings against criminal aliens, terrorists and human rights abusers in immigration courts around the country.’
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ICT task


You are a journalist working for a newspaper in the USA. You will research ICE and write a newspaper report on your findings.


Journalists spend a lot of time researching their topics and choosing the most important part to feature in their newspaper stories.


Research





1  Use the internet to find out as much information as you can about ICE in the USA. Use the following links to help you with your research:







    •  www.ice.gov – this is the official ICE government website


    •  https://nypost.com/2018/04/27/ice-wrongfully-detained-nearly-1500-americans-report/ – a news report from the New York Post



    •  www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/donald-trump-ice-tearing-families-apart – a news report from the New Yorker






It is important to find out as much relevant information as you can before starting your news report. You should look at both sides of the argument:




    •  Those who support ICE and think that they are helping the country.


    •  Those who believe that ICE are too harsh and not being fair to people who have lived in the USA for many years.





Report





2  Create a name for your newspaper.



3  Choose your theme, e.g. are you going to report on what ICE does and provide examples of why people become involved with ICE, or are you going to report on how ICE has negatively affected individual families?



4  Remember to include a catchy headline for your report and include a picture that relates to your theme.



5  Type up your report and allow others to read your news story.
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The American Dream


The American Dream is the idea that any American citizen, however poor their background, can aim to succeed by working hard. The American system of free enterprise capitalism encourages people to set up their own business with the incentive of becoming wealthy and successful. In the USA, success is admired. Many come to the country in the hope of achieving the American Dream.


One example of a successful American is Mark Zuckerberg, a computer programmer and internet entrepreneur. He is best known as one of five co-founders of the social networking website, Facebook.
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The DREAM Act


‘DREAM’ stands for Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors. The bill was intended to grant legal status to undocumented immigrants who had been brought to the United States as children and attended school there. The DREAM Act has had many different versions since 2001 yet has still not passed in Congress.


In 2012, President Obama issued the DACA executive order (Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals) program. To be eligible, recipients of DACA have to fulfil certain requirements:





•  they must have arrived in the United States before they were 16 years of age and lived there since June 2007



•  evidence has to be provided of their arrival to the US, and they have to undergo identity, education and background checks



•  they could not have been older than 30 in 2012 when the policy started



•  they have to renew their application every two years and pay $495 for the renewal process.
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ICT task





1  Research the DREAM Act and DACA. Write down any similarities and differences that you find.



2  Investigate and identify what changes President Trump has made to the DACA policy.



3  What evidence is there that the DACA program was beneficial to undocumented citizens who were brought to the US as children?



4  Can you find anything which suggests that politicians from both parties support DACA?
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Show your understanding


Branch out





1  Write down reasons to support and oppose US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).



2  Has your opinion of ICE changed since writing your report? Explain your answer.



3  Can you think of other famous people who have achieved the American Dream? Discuss with a partner and write a list.





Group presentation





4  In groups, complete a poster presentation on someone who you believe has achieved the American Dream. Think of famous people who have achieved this ideal – perhaps someone who is not an American but who has made their fortune in the USA, or someone who was from a poor background but who is now rich and famous, or the first ever black president …







    (a)  Organise yourselves into groups of three.


    (b)  Choose someone who you all think has achieved the American Dream.


    (c)  Assign yourselves with these roles: researcher, poster designer and presenter. Help each other with these roles, but each person is responsible for making sure that their role is completed.





You will be assessed on your poster and presentation. As a class, think of your success criteria – what would you expect from a great poster presentation? Consider the following:





•  The poster layout: great use of pictures, bold and bright headings, plenty of information, but not too small – can the people at the back of the class read it?



•  What form the presentation will take: who will speak and when? What else could accompany the presentation – songs, video clips?



•  Speech: loud and clear voices, keep eye contact with the audience, do not read from the poster, create cards that you can read your information from.
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The Constitution and government
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What you will learn:





1  The meaning of the term ‘the Constitution’.



2  The main system of government in the USA.
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What is the Constitution?


In the eighteenth century, the Americans managed to defeat the British to gain their independence in the War of Independence. In 1783 America was left with no government, so the original 13 colonies (the 13 original states) agreed to devise a new form of government – a federal state. This federal state would unite all the states, resulting in the name ‘the United States of America’.


The Constitution is a set of rules that outlines how the government should be run. It is a written document that is the basis for the American system of government. It is also the basis of the legal system in the USA, with all laws stemming from the Constitution in some way.


Since the original document was written, there have been several amendments, or changes, to the Constitution. The first amendments, added in 1791, were intended to protect individual freedoms and rights and are known collectively as the Bill of Rights.
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FACT FILE


Examples from the Bill of Rights


1st Amendment: freedom of religion, speech and the press, and the right to peaceful assembly


2nd Amendment: the right to keep and bear arms


5th Amendment: the right of persons accused of a serious offence to be heard before a grand jury and the right to remain silent


6th Amendment: the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury


8th Amendment: freedom from cruel and unusual punishment
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