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n an old copper globe, made around the year 1510, 


is a famous inscription: HIC SVNT DRACONES. It’s 


Latin for “Here be dragons”. This is written near 


the coast of South-east Asia, warning of the dangerous 


monsters that explorers and sailors might find there.


However, this warning might as well have been 


written all over the globe. The fact is, wherever you 


travel, from the icy Arctic to tropical jungles, from east 


to west and north to south, you’ll find tales, rumours and 


warnings of dragons. Since ancient times, even peoples 


who lived oceans apart, and never knew of each other’s 


existence, have described scaly, fiery, flying or crawling 


beasts, with deadly appetites, mysterious abilities or 


magical powers.


It seems that dragons have always shared our world. 


They may often be out of sight, hiding in mountain caves 


or craters, lurking in deep water, or flying over us by night. 


But they are found in the stories, myths and legends of 


almost every culture on Earth, and many people believe 


they really exist, too. Do you?
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what is a DRAGON?


Dragons, like people, can be good or bad. 


Many, especially those found in Asia, are 


kind, helpful creatures who look after 


humans and keep watch over the natural 


world. But there are also many dangerous, 


deadly and downright evil dragons, who 


think nothing of snapping up passers-by 


or scorching the land with their burning 


breath. Even good-natured dragons can 


turn nasty if you annoy them. So always 


be on your guard, take care not to disturb 


them . . . and prepare yourself with the 


useful dragon guide on page 48, before you 


go dragon-spotting.


Take Care!


There are many types of dragon, but they all have several things 


in common. They usually resemble giant snakes, lizards or 


crocodiles, with long, scaly bodies and tails. Some have wings and 


fly, some don’t, and not all dragons breathe fire – but almost all 


have a recognisable dragon’s head, with large nostrils, gleaming 


eyes and horns or a crest. Dragons are usually large creatures,  



but there are some tiny enough to sit in your hand.















EUROPE


elcome to Europe, the second 


smallest continent in the world, 


bordered by many bodies of water.  Across this 


continent, from the frozen north to the balmy 


Mediterranean, you’ll find countless dragons 


in local folklore, myths and fairy tales. They’re 


also reflected in place names, such as Dragon 


Hill in England, Dragon’s Cave in Croatia 


and Greece’s Dragon Lakes.


Many of these dragons belong to a particular 


type, known to dragon experts as the European 


dragon. They tend to resemble a giant snake 


or lizard, usually with four legs, horns and a 


long tail. Often, these dragons fly on leathery, 


bat-like wings, but some have no wings and 


slither along the ground. They may breathe 


fire or exhale deadly poison. Many dwell in 


caves, but some prefer forests, lakes or the sea.


Wherever you may find them, take care: 


European dragons can be extremely 


dangerous, especially if guarding treasure. 


You have been warned!
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teeth and burning body 


became the lands of 


Orkney, Shetland, 


Faroe and Iceland.


Home of 


Y Ddraig 


Goch


, the brave 


red dragon of Wales.


dragon hill


Beware the fearsome 


seven-headed 


HERENSUGE from 



the Basque country.


The Islands of 


Orkney, where 


Assipattle battled 


the mighty 


STOOR WORM. 
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FAFNIR, a Norse 



dragon, hoards its 


treasure here.


Watch out for the 


unusual river-dwelling  


TARASQUE.


Krakow, home of the 


WAWEL DRAGON, 



until he exploded!


Here dwells the 


Zmey 


Gorynych


, an evil 


shapeshifting dragon.


The 


DRAGON LAKES, 



said to have been made by 


dragons throwing rocks at 


each other.


DRAGON  



CAVE


 on the 


island of Brac.
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n the legends of the Orkney Islands, the 


Stoor Worm was an enormous sea dragon 


who terrorised the world. It could swallow  



and crush ships in an instant, and crawl on to 


the land, sweeping whole towns into the sea. 


Wherever the Stoor Worm rested its mountain-


sized head on the shore, it commanded the local 


people to bring it seven young women to eat


every Saturday.


One day, the Stoor Worm arrived at a beautiful 


kingdom and made its usual demands. The people 


living there had to sacrifice their daughters to 


the dragon or risk their city being destroyed.  



But when the king’s own daughter was due to 


be eaten, he decided enough was enough. He 


announced that the person who killed the Stoor 


Worm would be awarded his magic sword, 


Sickersnapper, along with his kingdom.


A young farmer’s son named Assipattle 


declared that he would take on the challenge. 


Everyone laughed, but Assipattle took some hot 


peat from the fire and rode his father’s fastest 


horse to where the dragon lay. Using the king’s 


boat, he sailed towards the monster, who opened 


up its vast mouth and swallowed the boat whole, 


with Assipattle in it.


assipattle and



the 


stoor worm


THE DEFEAT OF A GIANT DRAGON


ORKNEY, SCOTLANDORKNEY, SCOTLAND
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