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Introduction
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English is full of beauty and surprises,


yet despite being the lingua franca of the globalized world, it has a reputation for being difficult to learn because its grammar has so many quirks and contradictions. This also makes it ‘superdope’, so it’s time to get your geek on!


This book is filled with amuse-bouches about the system and structure of the English language, as well as some useful rules to help you sort out some of those niggling blind spots once and for all. If you’ve never managed to nail apostrophes or when to use initial capital letters or an ellipsis, the rules are right here, along with common grammar mistakes, often confused words and interesting figures of speech.


Many of us don’t even know the basics,


so not only does this book reveal some obscure grammar rules and bogus ones you can safely ignore, it’s also a mini primer, so in future you’ll have no excuse for dangling a modifier or misplacing a semicolon.
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Grammar Geek


Parts of speech


– In English, there are eight parts of speech: noun, pronoun, adjective, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunction and interjection.


Many grammar and spelling rules were made up by a clutch of grumpy white men in England in the eighteenth century, who thought the English language should behave like Latin.


Helen Zaltzman
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Parts of speech
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1 Nouns


are naming words.


2 Pronouns replace nouns.


3 Adjectives


are describing words.


4 Verbs


are doing words.


5 Adverbs


tell you how and when.


6 Prepositions


are little words (usually) that tell you where and when.


7 Conjunctions


are joining words.


8 Interjections


show emotion, feeling or a reaction.
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Grammar Geek


Here’s a hoary old rhyme to help you remember them:


Every name is called a Noun as field and fountain, street and town.


In place of a noun the Pronoun stands, as he and she clap their hands.


The Adjective describes a thing, as magic wand or bridal ring.


The Verb means action, something done, to read and write, to jump and run.


How things are done, the Adverb tells, as quickly, slowly, badly, well.


The Preposition shows relation, as in the street or at the station.


The Conjunction joins in many ways, sentences, words or phrase and phrase.


The Interjection cries out ‘Hark! I need an exclamation mark!’
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Often confused
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Often confused


censor: suppress unacceptable parts of a work (book, film, etc.) censure: (v) express severe disapproval of;


(n) expression of severe disapproval


disinterested: (adj) impartial, not influenced by considerations of personal gain uninterested: (adj) having or feeling no interest in something


bear: (v) carry, take responsibility for; (v) give birth; (v) turn in a specific direction; (n) large, heavy ursine mammal


bare: (adj) not clothed or covered, devoid of; (v) expose a part of the body to view
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Grammar Geek


Ten reasons to use an apostrophe


There are only ten reasons for


using an apostrophe. Whether you are compiling a business report or scribbling the specials on a pub chalkboard, these same simple rules apply.
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Ten reasons to use an apostrophe


Note:


Although names ending in ‘s’ or an ‘s’ sound do not require the second ‘s’ when used in the possessive form, most people prefer to use it.


9


Rule 1


Use the apostrophe


with contractions.


The apostrophe always replaces the missing letter.


Do not Don’t


Is not Isn’t


He has arrived. He’s arrived.


Rule 2


Use the apostrophe to show possession – that something belongs to someone.


The woman’s coat


The man’s umbrella


The cat’s whiskers


The bishop’s finger


Tames’s house


Rule 3


Use the apostrophe when the noun is implied.


‘This is your carrot. This is my horse’s.
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