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				INTRODUCTION

				In 1849, at the age of 40, the American author Edgar Allan Poe was found slumped in the streets of Baltimore. Barely conscious and dressed in somebody else’s clothes, he was admitted to hospital. Gripped by fevered hallucinations, he died a few days later.

				Poe’s mysterious death has only cemented his reputation as the father of gothic horror. But while he is chiefly remembered for the dark imaginings that haunted his unsettling poems and tales, he is also celebrated as the architect of the modern short story, as the inventor of detective fiction, and as an accomplished editor and literary critic. 

				Poe’s life was turbulent. Before he was three, his father had abandoned the family and his mother had died of tuberculosis. Brought up by a wealthy couple, Poe didn’t get on with his foster father and was eventually cut from his will. At the age of 27, he married his 13-year-old cousin. Her death, 
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				at the age of 24, sent Poe spiralling into deep despair. 

				Poe’s first literary efforts were as a poet. To improve his earnings, he turned to fiction, winning a short story competition in 1933. He soon found himself working for a literary journal, where he developed a reputation as a savage critic, and began publishing some of his best-known works, including “The Fall of the House of Usher,” “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” and “The Raven.” Although poverty would remain a constant feature throughout Poe’s life, he was the first major American writer to earn a living through writing alone. Today, his influence on world literature is undisputed. 

				Showcasing quotes from Poe’s short stories, poems, essays, and letters, and complemented by fascinating facts about his life, this little book teems with mystery, madness and the macabre. It is a fine celebration of one of the most singular talents in American literature. 
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				Edgar Allan Poe

			

		

		
			
				“Those who dream by day are cognizant of many things which escape those who dream only by night. In their gray visions they obtain glimpses of eternity, and thrill, in waking, to find that they have been upon the verge of the great secret. In snatches, they learn something of the wisdom which is of good, and more of the mere knowledge which is of evil.

				“Eleonora,” 1841
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				DREAMs AND MADNESS

			

		

		
			
				Edgar Poe (he did not acquire his middle name, Allan, until later in his life) was born in Boston, US, in 1809. 

				His parents were both actors who had played roles in Shakespeare’s King Lear. Some have speculated that they named their son for the play’s character Edgar, the son of the Earl of Gloucester. 
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