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“So much fun – especially the dancing bits!”

Janine , 7
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“The book was thrilling, exciting, magical and happy.”

Elise, 10
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“It was a very happy story and I wanted to get to the next chapter to see what would happen next.”

Lucy, 6
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“A great book.”

Evie, 8
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“I thought it was good … I like the drawings.”

Beatrice, 9
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[image: images] Which three words best describe the rock ’n’ roll to you?

Fun, speed and power!

 

[image: images] How old were you when you discovered you loved to dance?

I have danced for as long as I can remember but I was probably about six when I decided I want to dance for the rest of my life!

 

[image: images] Did you go to a special dance academy like Bella?

Yes, at the age of six I was invited to a ballroom dance school.

 

[image: images] How old were you when you won your first dance competition?

I was seven and my partner and I were so excited! We had no fear as we just wanted to dance. Our enjoyment must have come through as we won! It was a small local competition but it felt so important to us.

 

[image: images] What is your favourite dance and why?

My favourite dance is the rumba. It is the slowest of all Latin dances. The music is really beautiful and you can do a lot of amazing tricks and show off your flexibility.

 

 

Turn the page to find out how Bella learns to dance the rock ’n’ roll …
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Humming to herself, Bella Jones finished brushing her hair and put on her lucky sparkly heart-shaped earrings. She usually only wore these on special occasions, but she had a feeling that today might just turn out to be one of them.
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Mind you, she thought, smiling at her reflection and smoothing down a stray strand of hair, ever since she’d auditioned and earned herself a place at the Strictly Dance Academy, every day had become special. Bella still couldn’t quite believe that she was now living and training at the famous London dance school, and was loving every minute. Talk about a dream come true!

“Aaargh!” cried out a cross voice just then. Bella turned in surprise, only to see a tap shoe whizz through the air. Natalie, one of her roommates, was peering into her wardrobe, throwing out clothes, shoes and everything else as she searched for something. “Where are they?” she wailed.

“What are you looking for?” Bella asked. She had met Natalie at their first audition for the academy and liked her immediately. Natalie was American, and a real livewire – fun, bouncy and energetic. She didn’t seem very happy today though.

“I can’t find my favourite ballet shoes,” she grumbled, running a hand through her tight dark curls. “You haven’t seen them, have you? I’ve hunted everywhere!”

“No,” Bella replied, “but I’ll help you look.”

“Me too,” offered Sofia, who also shared the room. She was half-Italian and had gorgeous long black hair and olive skin. As well as being kind and loyal, she was also a brilliant dancer, and the three girls had really hit it off since joining the academy. Recently, they’d all been lucky enough to get picked to dance with the famous boy band New Ride at a carnival too. Now that was something none of them would forget in a hurry!

With a graceful leap from her bed, Sofia joined Bella and Natalie by the wardrobe which was rapidly becoming empty. “They’ve got to be here somewhere,” Natalie said, tossing a pink leotard over her shoulder.
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“Looking for these, by any chance?” a smug voice called out.

Bella, Natalie and Sofia swung round to see Veronica, the fourth member of their dorm, in the doorway. She walked in, gingerly holding a pair of ballet shoes by the tips of her fingers as if worried she might catch something from them.

Natalie leapt to her feet. “My shoes! Thanks, dude! Where did you find them?”

Veronica looked horrified to be called “dude”. She was blonde, pretty and a major snob. “I must have picked them up by mistake,” she replied coolly. “They’re far too big for me, of course. What gigantic feet you have, Natalie!”

Bella winced, wishing Veronica wouldn’t always be so mean. She wasn’t convinced Veronica had picked up the shoes by mistake either. It would be just like her to take them on purpose, knowing it would send Natalie into a panic.

Natalie wasn’t the sort of person you could push around though. She snatched her shoes and glared back defiantly. “So what does that make you, Princess Dainty-toes?” she scoffed. She pointed at her name which had been written inside each shoe. “See? Next time CHECK!”

Uh-oh. Now Veronica looked positively murderous. “Guys,” Bella said quickly, trying to smooth things over. “Let’s just calm down a bit …”

But Veronica was in no mood to calm down. “Don’t you dare speak to me like that!” she hissed at Natalie, her eyes blazing. “Or I’ll—”

Thankfully, before they could find out exactly what Veronica was about to threaten, the door opened and in came Emma, their fifteen-year-old dorm monitor, and a dance star in the making. Veronica fell silent and tossed her hair crossly while Natalie bent down to put away her scattered belongings, still scowling.

Emma raised her eyebrows. “Is everything all right in here?” she asked. “I thought I heard an argument …”
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