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To dogs, who love with their whole hearts; and to my “home pack,” whom I love doggedly.





Foreword to the New Edition


In the four years since the original Hound Health Handbook was published, notable events, trends, and discoveries have changed dog ownership and veterinary medicine alike. The two most significant events were Hurricane Katrina in August 2005 and the widespread pet food contamination of spring 2007. Hurricane Katrina rapidly increased the numbers of dogs being moved from one area of the country to another, or even from one country to another, in search of homes. When dogs relocate, so do diseases. Heartworm disease is much more prevalent in the Northeast now that so many southern and Gulf Coast dogs have found homes here, and vets everywhere have had to expand their diagnostic lists of “usual suspect” diseases to include newcomers from other parts of the country. In 2007, pet food recalls shook consumer trust, raised awareness of what’s in pet food and where it comes from, and created tremendous interest in home cooking for dogs and cats.


Trends that have influenced the canine world include the skyrocketing popularity of “designer dog” breeds; the increased availability of such once-rarefied procedures as CT and MRI scans, joint replacement, and radiation therapy for cancer; and the rising cost of veterinary care. Designer dogs have raised and sometimes dashed consumer expectations, provided lots of work for vets due to their inherited diseases, and raised profits for puppy mills. The spread of high-tech care means that almost anywhere in the country, you can now spend thousands of dollars diagnosing and treating a dog’s illness or injury. You can, but should you? Financial pressures are affecting practically every dog-care decision these days. The current economic downturn has forced many dog owners to postpone or forgo preventive health care measures, and added to the difficulty of deciding what to do if their dogs get sick.


On a brighter note, the past four years have provided some handy new tools for the veterinary toolbox. An anti-vomiting drug that can be used for car sickness and other stomach upsets, a new injectable antibiotic that lasts for two weeks, and a vaccine against malignant melanoma that significantly increases dogs’ survival time after tumor removal are a few of the useful new innovations.


Of course, the essentials of our relationships with dogs have not changed in the past four years, and I take great comfort in that. People remain devoted to their dogs, and their dogs to them. We veterinarians remain committed to giving your animals the best possible care, and are fully aware of the economic pressures facing so many of us these days. As for the future, I look forward to taking care of dogs and cats for a good many years to come—learning, growing, and appreciating the pleasures that animals bring to our lives.


Betsy Brevitz, D.V.M.
January 2009





Introduction


In my first job as a veterinarian, I was a nervous wreck. I loved medicine, I loved animals—so why was it all so overwhelming? My boss coddled me by having the front desk schedule only three appointments an hour for me, even though the more experienced vets at our practice had four. Still, my clients got backed up in the waiting room, and I was frazzled.


I had 20 minutes to talk to each owner about the animal’s symptoms, do a complete physical exam, make at least a tentative diagnosis and an initial plan for testing and treatment, and then explain to the owner what I wanted to do and why. I would have dismissed that pace as impossible, except that I saw my colleagues keeping up, or at least not falling as far behind as I did.


Fortunately, follow-up phone calls gave me more time to get things right. When the evening’s appointments were over, I would sit down with a stack of medical files and phone messages and call clients to discuss test results or simply to ask how their animal had been doing in the few hours since I’d seen him. During those phone calls, I sometimes discovered that a client hadn’t really understood why I wanted to do a particular blood test or diagnostic procedure. So I would explain it all again, trying even harder to make sense. Often people had questions they had thought of after they’d left the office. Sometimes I had questions I’d thought of only after they’d left. Many times, in talking again with an animal’s owner, I would hear a detail or focus on a symptom I had missed during the initial exam. I relied on those phone calls to explain whatever I hadn’t made clear, to add any information I’d forgotten to give, and to make sure I’d understood all the owner’s concerns.


ANIMALS AND THEIR PEOPLE


No one becomes a veterinarian for the money or the glamour—the profession doesn’t offer much of either. For the most part, people decide to become veterinarians because they’re interested in medicine and enjoy working with animals. But on that heady day when senior veterinary students first walk into an exam room on their own, it becomes clear to them—if they hadn’t realized it before—that they are going to be working with people, too. Those dogs, cats, and guinea pigs don’t amble into the veterinary hospital on their own. Attached to every animal is a human being, and the vet has as much to learn from listening and talking to the person as she does from examining the patient.


Watching my fellow students as we made our way through vet school at Tufts University, I realized that the talking-to-people part of the job can be just as difficult to learn as the medicine part, especially for students who are fresh out of college. But I was lucky: I was 35 years old when I entered vet school, and I’d spent a decade as a magazine writer and editor before that. Communicating with people came fairly easily to me.


TALK THERAPY


I had always hoped to write an “Ask the Vet” column for the local newspaper, or at least to put together a few concise handouts on common diseases that I could give to my clients to cover any gaps in my whirlwind exam-room explanations, but I never got around to it. Then an ideal forum for combining my veterinary and writing skills materialized. Nina Munk, a writer for publications like Vanity Fair and The New York Times Magazine, was launching a website for New York City dog owners, and she wanted a vet to answer health questions online.


Nina had come up with the idea for Urbanhound.com when she got her first “city dog,” a handsome and charming Brittany puppy named Mack. Even with her formidable reporting skills, she had found very little useful and organized information about the ins and outs of dog ownership in New York City. And yet the city was filled with dogs—over a million of them. Recognizing an audience and a need, and being an archetypal New Yorker, Nina created the website she wanted to read. She designed Urbanhound.com to be sophisticated and sassy—Dogs for Smart People, not Dogs for Dummies.


The questions I received on the website echoed my experience in practice. The people who e-mailed me wanted clear, complete, understandable information about what was going on with their dogs. In many cases, they already had a diagnosis from their own vets—they just hadn’t understood all the details, and they wanted to know more. Other times, they had questions they were too embarrassed to bring up in the exam room, such as “Why does my dog scoot her bottom on the rug?” or “Is it normal for my female dog to mount other dogs—and Aunt Ethel’s leg?”


WHY I WROTE THIS BOOK


I wrote The Complete Healthy Dog Handbook to answer as many canine health questions as I possibly could, clearly and completely. I wanted a crib sheet I could refer to in the exam room when time or words (or both) failed me as I was trying to explain a complicated disease to a concerned dog owner. I wanted to teach dog owners how to use their powers of observation so they could be the best possible health advocates for their pets. I wanted to save people from making unnecessary trips to the vet, and yet rush them in when their dogs really needed to be there. And yes, I wanted to tell people that tapeworms in a dog’s feces are not an emergency, and please don’t call your vet in the middle of the night if you see them.


HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


If you don’t have a dog yet but are thinking about getting one, start by reading Chapter 1, “Choosing a Healthy Dog or Puppy.” Along with describing how to assess a dog’s health and temperament, the chapter discusses how to integrate a dog with a career, kids, a dog-allergic family member, and other aspects of your life. The chapter ends with a Health Checklist for 130 Popular Breeds and 13 “Designer Dogs.” Before you set your heart on a certain breed, find out about its potential health problems and your potential veterinary expenses.


If you already have a dog and he’s less than a year old, start by reading Chapter 2, “Raising a Healthy Puppy.” It will tell you everything you need to know about puppy vaccines, illnesses, spaying and neutering, and other first-year concerns. If your puppy is a purebred, look up his breed in the Health Checklist in Chapter 1 to see whether you should be on the lookout for particular health problems. And because puppies can be accident-prone, flip through Part 3, the Quick Reference section on first aid and injuries, and fill out the Emergency Numbers chart on page 496 so you’ll know where to find help in a hurry.


If your dog is more than a year old, start with Chapter 3, “Keeping Your Adult and Senior Dog Healthy.” Along with addressing the new vaccine protocols, nutrition, and dental care, the chapter also describes how to keep the older dog happy and comfortable. After you’ve boned up on preventive care and wellness, you probably will want to read up on your dog’s specific health concerns in Part 2, Common Canine Illnesses. Part 2 covers everything from allergies and other skin diseases (Chapter 4) to end-of-life issues (Chapter 17).


Owners of adult dogs should also familiarize themselves with Part 3, the Quick Reference section, and fill out the Emergency Numbers chart on page 496 before a crisis arises. Chapter 18, “First Aid Basics and Poison Control,” covers such topics as taking your dog’s temperature, heart rate, and respiratory rate; stocking a canine first-aid kit; clipping and cleaning wounds; and common household toxins. Chapter 19, “ABC Guide to Injuries and Emergencies,” gives clear and concise instructions for coping with more than 70 emergencies, from bee stings to choking to toad poisoning.


Finally, Part 4, Healthy Dog Resources, provides information on pet health insurance, alternative and complementary medicine, veterinary specialists, and the best health-related dog websites.


A caution for those of you who have cats as well as dogs: don’t assume that anything in this book applies to cats. As we’re taught in vet school, “Cats are not small dogs.” Their systems, nutritional needs, and reactions to medication differ in significant ways from those of dogs, and treating a cat the same way you would a dog can be disastrous.


Finally, please understand that this book is not a substitute for your own vet. Don’t try to diagnose and treat your dog single-handedly. Rather, use the book as a guide for keeping your dog healthy and for working with your vet when your dog is ill. When you and your vet are partners, your dog will be healthier, your vet can do the highest-level work, and you, I hope, will get to experience the best my profession has to offer.


Betsy Brevitz, D.V.M.





Part 1
Preventive Health Care





CHAPTER 1
Choosing a Healthy Dog or Puppy


IT’S LIKE FALLING IN LOVE. Deciding to get a dog is exciting and joyful, and you won’t want to slow down even for a moment to think through the details. But sharing your home with a dog is not just love, it’s marriage—a commitment to stand by and care for another creature for a lifetime. So do your research, take your time, and look beyond that adorable face and those delightful puppy antics to consider whether the two of you will be happy and healthy together over the long run.



GETTING A DOG


“I really want a dog—I think. I love them, and my family always had dogs when I was a kid, but I know that having a dog as well as an office job may be a challenge. What do you think? And how do I decide what kind of dog would be best for me?”


Are dogs wonderful? Yes. Is everyone who has a dog always glad he does? Not necessarily. Will you be happy if you get a dog, and if so, what kind should it be? Those are questions only you can answer, but thinking about the following canine compatibility factors can help you decide.


Your daily grind. How many hours of the average day will your dog be home alone? If the answer is more than four hours, an adult dog would do better than a puppy. If it’s more than eight hours a day, even an adult dog is likely to become lonely and bored, which may translate into barking, howling, chewing on furniture and other objects, or urinating or defecating in the house. Dog walkers and dog daycare centers can provide a lonely dog with companionship and exercise, but to get a dog just to keep you company for the few hours that you’re home in the evening doesn’t seem fair to the dog. If you’re gone all day but still desperately want a dog, consider either “sharing” a friend’s dog—by arranging to walk or play with the dog for an hour several times a week—or volunteering to walk dogs for a local animal shelter.


Fitness fiend or couch potato? Some people like to spend their free time hiking, biking, or skating, while others are happiest reading or relaxing at home. Look for a dog with an energy level that matches yours. A Newfoundland or Greyhound is more likely to be content puttering around the house with you than is a Border Collie or Weimaraner, who prefer to be on the go all the time.


Experience counts. Consider your background in training and handling dogs. Some breeds simply aren’t good “starter dogs.” Rottweilers, for example, are wonderful when they’re paired with a calm, steady, seasoned owner, but they can be 120 pounds of trouble in the hands of a novice. And don’t be fooled by size—many Jack Russells and other terrier breeds are “too much dog” for many people. If you’re interested in a purebred dog, research the breed’s personality. If you’re interested in a mixed-breed dog, learn how to do some basic temperament testing (see page 16), or ask a trainer to help you find a suitable dog.


Maintenance and upkeep. Some dogs require daily brushing or combing to keep their coats from becoming matted. If this is not your idea of a good time, stay away from breeds with long, silky hair, such as Maltese, Old English Sheepdogs, and Afghan Hounds. Dogs whose coats are clipped—such as Poodles, Schnauzers, and Kerry Blue Terriers—need a haircut about every six weeks, plus twice-weekly brushing and frequent face washing to keep their beards and eyebrows from getting crusty. Short-to medium-haired dogs are the easiest to keep clean: figure on brushing them thoroughly once a week and bathing them once a month or so.


The kid factor. Some dogs get along great with kids, and others do not. If you have children, or if children visit your home frequently, a kid-compatible dog will make your life simpler (see page 12).





WHAT’S WRONG WITH THAT PUPPY IN THE WINDOW?


Please don’t buy a dog from a pet store. Buy all the supplies you need there, but get your dog from a shelter or a top-notch breeder. Here’s why:


• A dog should not be an impulse buy. The decision to get a dog should not be prompted by a window display of eight-week-old Pugs. If you haven’t given serious thought to how a dog will fit into your life, wait.


• Dogs in pet stores are not the best of show. Pet stores sell dogs purely to make a profit. Good breeders, on the other hand, are also in the business for the love of the breed—they work hard to produce healthy puppies free of genetic disorders, and they also breed for sound temperament.


• Buying a dog from a pet store supports puppy mills. Because pet stores need a consistent supply of animals, they get their dogs mainly from large commercial breeders known as puppy mills, which churn out dogs without regard to breed standards, health, or temperament. Dogs bred in puppy mills are more likely to suffer from malnutrition, disease, genetic defects, and overall poor quality.


• Service counts. Few pet stores have the knowledge, time, or inclination to help you after you take your dog home. A good breeder, by contrast, is an invaluable source of information. She can help you pick the right breed, and she’ll stay in touch with you and your dog forever, offering information and help each step of the way. A conscientious breeder will even take back a dog at any time if you feel you can no longer care for him. Well-run shelters are also great resources. They’ll help you choose a dog that is well suited to you, and will often provide free or low-cost spaying or neutering, microchip-ping (see page 15), and even obedience classes.






PUPPY OR ADULT?


“My husband and I have agreed to get a dog, but he thinks we should adopt an older dog and I really want a puppy. Now what?”


Puppies and adult dogs each have their points. To settle your impasse, you and your husband could discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each, described below, until you reach an agreement; or you could keep an open mind while looking at both puppies and adult dogs, and then get the one neither of you can resist.


Puppies are adorable—but like babies, they require a tremendous amount of care. They can’t be left alone for more than two or three hours in a row. They may nip your hands and chew your furniture. They need to be house-trained and socialized. And veterinary bills for the first year of a puppy’s life can really add up: puppies need vaccine boosters every three weeks until they’re between three and four months old, and they should be spayed or neutered at around six months.


An adult dog, on the other hand, is likely to be calmer and better behaved than a puppy. She may already be housebroken and even obedience trained. And adopting an adult dog can mean fewer surprises, because maturity reveals many health and temperament problems that may be hidden in a puppy. But be aware that although some dogs come up for adoption because their owners died or moved someplace that doesn’t allow dogs, others are given up because of health or behavior problems.



PUREBREDS VS. MIXED BREEDS


“I’m torn between buying the purebred dog of my dreams and waiting to find the right mixed-breed dog in a shelter.”


Both mixed breeds and purebreds can be wonderful, so there’s no right or wrong choice here. Weigh the advantages and disadvantages in the lists below—and then visit a few shelters to give fate a vote in your decision.


MIXED-BREED PROS


• If you adopt from an animal shelter, you’re providing a home to a dog that really needs one.


• You may be saving a dog from being killed because no one wants him.


• You’re not contributing to pet over-population.


• You’re getting a dog for a low price, and if the dog’s from a shelter, you’re probably eligible for free or low-cost spaying or neutering and obedience classes.


• Your dog will be one-of-a-kind. To find out exactly what kind, you can even have his DNA analyzed, for around $150 (www.wisdompanel.com).


MIXED-BREED CONS


• You may not be able to predict your dog’s eventual size and temperament.


• You won’t know your dog’s background; he may not have been cared for properly and could have health or behavior problems.


• Although there’s a popular perception that mixed breeds are healthier than purebreds because mutts are not inbred, a mixed-breed dog can have any of the health problems seen in a purebred, including hip dysplasia, allergies, and heart disease.


PUREBRED PROS


• You can do research to choose a breed that matches your preferences in looks, personality, and aptitudes.


• If you buy from a skilled and conscientious breeder, your dog will have been bred to high standards of appearance, health, and disposition.


• If you buy from a skilled and conscientious breeder, the puppy and her mother will have received excellent prenatal and postnatal care.


• If you buy from a skilled and conscientious breeder, you’ll always have someone to turn to for help with your dog.


PUREBRED CONS


• The breed you want may be prone to certain genetic disorders.


• You may have to wait for the right dog to become available, because good breeders don’t churn out puppies on demand.


• Your dog may cost hundreds to thousands of dollars.





BREED BASICS


Whether you want a purebred or a mixed breed, knowing breed characteristics can help you find the right dog (you can usually guess at least one or two of the breeds in a mutt’s ancestry). A dog’s breed makeup influences not only his appearance but also his personality and aptitudes.


The 150 or so breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club (new breeds are admitted periodically) are divided into seven broad groups: sporting, hound, working, terrier, toy, herding, and nonsporting, a catch-all group for dogs that don’t fit into the other categories. Because the dogs in each group (except for nonsporting) were bred for a certain purpose, they usually share such general traits as energy level, tendency toward aggression, and trainability, as outlined in the table below.
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BREED RESCUE


“I’d like to adopt an older purebred dog. How can I find one?”


You can find purebred dogs through breeders, animal shelters (yes, people give up purebreds as well as mutts), or breed rescue organizations. Breed rescue is a matchmaking service for purebred dogs in need of a good home and people who know and understand the breed’s needs and temperament.


Rescue groups for American Kennel Club breeds can be found on the AKC website: www.akc.org/breeds/rescue.cfm. To find rescue groups for non-AKC breeds, use a good Internet search engine. Petfinder is an online database of animals available from more than 10,000 adoption groups throughout the United States and Canada. You can search for dogs by age, gender, size, location, and breed at www.petfinder.com.


FINDING A GOOD BREEDER


“I’m guessing the best way to find a good purebred dog is to find a good breeder, but how do I do that?”


Anyone can call himself a dog breeder (after all, the dogs do most of the work). The trick is finding a skilled and responsible breeder, and there’s no simple way to do that. For example, the American Kennel Club (AKC) doesn’t monitor breeders or certify the quality of their dogs, so knowing that a breeder’s puppies are “AKC registered” tells you only that they’re purebred.


To find a good breeder, get recommendations from people you trust. Other resources include dog shows (where you can talk to breeders and meet their dogs), breed clubs (whose officers can recommend reputable breeders in your area), and breed rescue organizations. Online directories of breeders, like those listed below, can provide leads, but remember that the breeders haven’t been screened:


• American Kennel Club Breeder Referral Contacts
www.akc.org/breederinfo/breeder_search.cfm


• InfoDog’s National Breeders Directory
www.infodog.com/brag/breedbystate/


• Breeders.net
www.breeders.net/search.php


Once you’ve narrowed your search to three or four breeders, interview them by phone and then, if it seems worthwhile, in person. Make sure that they breed for temperament and health as well as for appearance, screen for breed-related health problems, assess whether you will be a responsible dog owner, and have friendly dogs and clean, orderly kennels. Don’t be in a rush to buy a dog—a good breeder is likely to have a waiting list of people who want puppies.


THE UNICORN AND THE DOG THAT DOESN’T SHED


“My husband really wants a dog. I’m not much of an animal person, but I wouldn’t mind getting a dog as long as it wasn’t too messy. Are there dogs that don’t shed?”


Dogs that don’t have hair don’t shed, but that would pretty much limit you to a Chinese Crested or a Mexican Hairless. Otherwise, every hair on a dog is going to fall out every few months and potentially wind up on your rug, sofa, and clothing.


Certain dogs do shed more than others, however. A dog’s follicles produce two types of hair: longer, coarser primary hairs and thinner, finer secondary hairs. Depending on the type of hair coat, a dog may have a lot of primary hairs, a lot of secondary hairs, or a lot of both. Primary hairs, being longer and thicker, are the most noticeable when they attach themselves to your best wool pants or billow in the corners of the living room. German Shepherds, Bernese Mountain Dogs, and other breeds that were developed to work outdoors in cold weather have huge amounts of both types of hair, so you’ll probably want to stay away from those.


Dogs who have few primary hairs and many secondary hairs usually feel soft or silky, like a Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier or certain spaniels. When fanciers of a breed say their dogs “don’t shed” or “have hair, not fur,” they’re referring to a coat with a lot of secondary hairs. You may want to steer your husband toward a dog with that type of coat.


A second option for keeping your house neater is a dog with a curly or kinky coat that is clipped every six weeks or so, like a Poodle or Wire Fox Terrier. The regular clipping and bathing will remove much of the loose hair, leaving less to accumulate in the house.


Third, you can adopt a huge and hairy beast but keep ahead of the mess by giving him a few swipes with a brush or comb every day and bathing him about twice a month to remove loose hair. Or alter your perspective and regard the fuzz the way I do: “It’s not dirt, it’s just dog hair.”


By the way, shedding, no matter how excessive it may seem, is almost never the result of illness or a nutritional deficiency, so adding supplements to a dog’s diet won’t help.



DESIGNER DOG BREEDS


“I’m preparing to get a dog, and I’ve done a lot of research online. A Labradoodle or a Puggle sounds perfect, but I’ve gotten conflicting advice on these breeds. What do you think?”


Cute and popular though they may be, in my opinon “designer dogs”—crosses between two established breeds—are overpriced, inconsistent in quality, and prone to all the health problems of their parent breeds. The current designer dog craze, which started with the Labradoodle (Labrador Retriever/Poodle cross) and Puggle (Pug/Beagle cross) around the year 2000, has gone on long enough now for most vets to have treated many dogs from each of the most common crosses, including Goldendoodles (Golden Retriever/Poodle), Jugs (Jack Russell Terrier/Pug), Labbes (Labrador Retriever/Beagle, also called mini Labs), Malti-Tzus (Maltese/Shih Tzu), Cavachons (Cavalier King Charles Spaniel/Bichon Frisé), and Chorkies (Chihuahua/Yorkshire Terrier). Here’s what we’ve learned:


1. There is no breed consistency within any designer breed,  whether you’re talking first generation, second generation, or beyond. These dogs can look like either parent or neither parent. You can’t accurately predict their adult size, body type, color, coat type, or temperament.


The strangest Labradoodle I’ve seen so far was shipped from Australia and cost my clients several thousand dollars. He was around 12 weeks old when I first saw him, unrecognizable as a Labradoodle or any other breed, and so subdued I thought he was ill. As he grew to adulthood neither his looks nor his temperament matched those of a Lab or a Poodle—he looked a bit like a miniature Afghan Hound, and was unusually quiet. And then his hair started to fall out (most likely from an irreversible hair follicle disorder). “I paid a lot of money for this dog!” protested the owner. And so she had, but she didn’t get what she wanted or expected.


If your goal in buying a purebred dog is knowing what he will look and act like, then forget all designer dog breeds for at least the next 20 years. By then, those that are still around may have become true breeds, with their undesirable traits weeded out and their desirable traits made consistent and reproducible.


2. Designer dogs do not display hybrid vigor,  the better health that is said to result from not being inbred. Rather, they combine the health problems of their constituent breeds. In other words, Labradoodles are prone to problems affecting both Labs and Poodles, among them ear infections, allergies, and joint problems; Malti-Tzus are prone to collapsing trachea, knee problems, and bladder stones; and so on. Consult the Health Checklist starting on page 19 for problems to watch for in 13 designer breeds as well as 130 established breeds.


3. You can’t design a hypoallergenic dog. A major selling point for Labradoodles and Goldendoodles has been that they allegedly won’t cause symptoms in people who are allergic to dogs. If one of these crosses happens to have a Poodle-type coat, and if you have that dog bathed and clipped every six to eight weeks, which reduces the amount of hair and dander that collects in your house, then that dog might be less of an allergic trigger to a particular person. Maybe, but maybe not (see “Allergic to Dogs,” right, for more on this topic).


4. The traits that make designer dogs appealing are not exclusive to those breeds. Say you’re looking for an attractive, medium-size, family-friendly dog. Many breeds (Portuguese Water Dog, Soft-Coated Wheaten Terrier, and Bearded Collie, among many others) and non-designer mixed breeds can match your specifications.


5. The majority of designer dogs for sale today come from “commercial breeders” (the polite term for puppy mills). Puppy mills are quick to capitalize on canine fads, and designer dogs are a hugely lucrative one. The typical puppy mill churns out several different breeds anyway, so mixing them—on purpose or accidentally—is simple. Breeders advertising puppies for sale in magazines and over the Internet often are fronts for puppy mills—you have no way of knowing unless you go to their kennels and see the pups, their parents, and their living conditions in person. Missouri, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Arkansas, and Oklahoma are notorious havens for puppy mills. If your local pet store sells dogs with registration papers from those states, they are almost certainly the products of puppy mills. (To find out more about puppy mills, go to the Humane Society of the United States website at www.hsus.org).


The bottom line: when searching for a great dog, don’t be fooled by the hype.





THE 25 MOST POPULAR BREEDS IN AMERICA


What makes a breed popular? Partly its looks and disposition, and partly fashion. The Labrador Retriever has ranked No. 1 in American Kennel Club registrations since 1991, probably due to its versatility as a family pet, hunting dog, and service dog. But back in the early 1930s, Boston Terriers were the most popular. Then came Cocker Spaniels, Beagles, and from 1960 to 1982, Poodles.


Fashion is fickle, and just as quickly as a breed becomes popular, it can drop right out of favor. In 1990 there were 105,642 Cocker Spaniels registered with the AKC; in 2003, the number fell to 19,036. It’s important to note that the more popular a breed is, the higher the percentage of poor-quality puppies there will be for sale, bred by people who know more about marketing trends than they do about dogs.


Below are the top 25 AKC breed registrations for 2007. For updates, visit the AKC’s website: www.akc.org.


1. Labrador Retriever


2. Yorkshire Terrier


3. German Shepherd


4. Golden Retriever


5. Beagle


6. Boxer


7. Dachshund


8. Poodle


9. Shih Tzu


10. Bulldog


11. Miniature Schnauzer


12. Chihuahua


13. Pomeranian


14. Pug


15. Rottweiler


16. Boston Terrier


17. Cocker Spaniel


18. German Shorthaired Pointer


19. Maltese


20. Shetland Sheepdog


21. Doberman Pinscher


22. Pembroke Welsh Corgi


23. Great Dane


24. Siberian Husky


25. Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
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Left to right, 5 of the 10 perennially favorite breeds: Beagle, German Shepherd, Golden Retriever, Labrador Retriever, Dachshund






ALLERGIC TO DOGS


“Our son really wants a dog, but my wife is allergic. I’ve heard that some breeds are hypoallergenic—they don’t bother people who are allergic to other dogs. Is this true?”


No, I’m sorry to report, there’s no such thing as a universally hypoallergenic dog. Different people can be allergic to proteins in a dog’s hair, skin, saliva, or all three—making each individual’s allergic profile slightly different. Some people are more allergic to fluffy hair, others to coarse hair; some react strongly to Labrador Retrievers or German Shepherds and less to other breeds; and so on. Therefore, it’s possible that a certain breed—say, a Coton de Tulear—might not bother some dog-allergic people but could make your wife miserably itchy or congested. The only way to know for certain would be to put her in close contact with different breeds or types of dogs until you found one that didn’t bother her, which would require a wife who’s an extremely good sport as well as access to a lot of dogs.


Pet-supply stores sell sprays and rinses that can be applied to dogs regularly to lessen the allergic symptoms of people around them, but they don’t provide 100 percent relief. Bathing the dog once a week with regular dog shampoo will remove loose hair and skin flakes and make the dog less “allergenic.” Keeping the dog off the furniture and out of the allergic person’s bedroom is helpful, as are air cleaners and super-filtering vacuum cleaners.
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A large dog, no matter how gentle, may accidentally hurt a small child.



CHILDREN AND DOGS


“Our kids love dogs, and we’d like to get one. Which breeds are best with children?”


Dogs and children can be the best of friends, and many people first decide to get a dog “for the children.” But good relationships between dogs and children are not automatic. Children are the victims of about 400,000 serious dog bites (those resulting in a visit to a doctor) each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The rate of dog-bite injuries is highest for children ages five to nine years old. And a dog that’s acquired to “teach the children responsibility” may wind up lonely and neglected on a chain in the backyard, or abandoned at an animal shelter.


Creating a mutually safe and rewarding relationship between dogs and children requires thought and planning. Here are some key issues to consider.


Whose dog is it, anyway? Parents often start to think about getting a dog because their children enjoy meeting dogs in the park or reading books or watching videos about dogs (Blue, Clifford, and the Disney Dalmatians being popular examples). But in reality, no child under the age of 12 can take any significant responsibility in caring for a dog, so if your children are younger than that, the dog will be yours, not theirs. Be very clear in your own mind that it will be your choice, your dog, and your responsibility, not your children’s.


Size matters. Very large dogs and very small dogs generally are not good choices for families with preteen children. A child who is considerably smaller than the family dog is likely to have trouble earning the dog’s respect and obedience to such safety-based commands as “Off” and “Sit.” A very small dog may be intimidated by the rambunctious play and less-than-gentle handling of young children. Finally, to invoke the worst-case scenario, a large dog who attacks a small child will be able to inflict much more serious damage than a smaller dog could. Conversely, a child can seriously injure a small or fragile dog without meaning to.


Infants are different. Even dogs that are calm and friendly with children often don’t know what to make of infants, so special vigilance is required when babies and dogs are together. For more about introducing a dog to an infant, see page 189.


Attributes of a kid-friendly dog. The dogs that get along best with children are people-friendly, calm, tolerant of being petted and handled, easygoing, and not shy or skittish. In many ways, they are “middle-of-the-road” dogs—neither fearful of children nor overly self-confident and independent. Fear and overconfidence (i.e., dominance) are the two main triggers for aggression in dogs, so they are qualities to be avoided in a family dog.


Breeds that are good or bad with children. It’s tempting to think that “breed profiling” provides a foolproof way of choosing a dog who will be good with children. Breeds were developed for certain purposes and personality traits as well as for their appearance, so it seems reasonable to think that dogs of the same breed will have similar temperaments. But the differences in personality between two dogs of the same breed can be enormous, as can the dogs’ upbringing and training.


Ultimately, you are choosing an individual dog, not a breed. Focus on the kid-friendly attributes listed above, and ask breeders and shelters for their advice on selecting an appropriate dog, but remember that temperament testing will tell you the most about an individual dog (see page 16).


Worms and germs. Can children catch diseases from dogs? Yes, they can, although “dog germs” are neither as numerous nor as easily contracted as many parents fear. People can catch worms and other intestinal parasites by ingesting microscopic amounts of feces from a contaminated animal. Parasites such as fleas, ticks, and scabies mites can feast on people as well as animals. Fortunately, preventing attacks by these parasites is straightforward, and is covered in detail in Chapter 6. (Note that pinworms and head lice, two banes of the preschool and elementary school set, are not spread by animals but rather from child to child.)


Of the bacteria and viruses to which both dogs and people are susceptible, strep throat, parvovirus, and Lyme disease seem to raise the most parental concerns, but leptospirosis and rabies are the real bad guys. Vets are sometimes asked by parents, at the behest of their pediatrician, to swab the family dog’s throat and do a bacterial culture to determine whether the dog is the source of a child’s recurring strep infection. This is a waste of time. Many dogs naturally carry Group G strep, but it is not infectious to people. Many people naturally carry Group A strep, the agent of strep throat, often without being ill themselves. So the kid is almost certainly catching strep from another person, not from the dog.


Similarly, the parvovirus responsible for fifth disease, which can cause miscarriages in pregnant women and a rash, fever, and joint swelling in children, is completely different from the parvo that causes severe bloody diarrhea in dogs, and they don’t cross between the two species. And people can catch Lyme disease only by being bitten by an infected deer tick, not through contact with an infected dog.


Lepto and rabies, on the other hand, are deadly diseases that are spread through contact with infected urine (in the case of lepto) and animal bites or scratches (in the case of rabies). For more on the risks and prevention of those two diseases, see pages 63 and page 320.





DOG-PROOFING YOUR CHILDREN


While you’re busy choosing the perfect family dog, don’t overlook the other side of the equation: your children. Teaching your children to be good to the dog is just as important as finding a dog that’s good with children. Even if a dog “lets” a toddler flop down on top of him or pull his hair, or tolerates an older child yanking him around by the collar or teasing him with food, don’t permit such behavior. First, it’s unkind to allow a dog to be tormented. And second, even a dog with a very long fuse can one day reach the end of it and retaliate by biting. Don’t let babies and toddlers manhandle your dog, and teach older children to be kind and respectful of dogs—your own and others—by following these guidelines:


• Never bother a dog when he’s eating or sleeping. Leave his food dish alone, even when it’s empty, and don’t try to take anything out of his mouth.


• Don’t talk to, pet, tease, or chase a dog that is behind a fence, in a parked car, or on a chain, even if he looks friendly or is wagging his tail.


• Always ask the person with a dog if it’s OK to say hello to the dog before you walk up to him or pet him. Some dogs are shy or unfriendly and might bark or bite if startled.


• Many dogs don’t like being touched around the face and ears. Pet them on the back or shoulder instead.


• Don’t put your face close to a dog’s face, stare into his eyes, or grab his neck. That’s what dogs do when they’re picking a fight with one another, so the dog might think you’re being mean and snap at you.


• If a dog that’s alone rushes up to you, stand as still as a tree. Don’t scream, run, or hit or kick the dog. Stay calm and quiet, with your arms at your sides. When the dog loses interest in you and walks away, turn and walk slowly in a different direction.


• If a dog knocks you down and tries to bite you, be as still as a rock. Kneel with your head on the ground and cover the back of your head and neck with your arms. You’re less likely to be injured if you’re curled up with your face and neck protected.





IDENTIFICATION, PLEASE


“Should I have my dog microchipped or tattooed? Are the microchips harmful in any way?”


“Microchips cause cancer!” That was the message being passed around dog websites in September 2007, after an Associated Press article reported that cancer had been found in a few research mice at the site of their microchips. The reality is that millions of dogs and cats have been microchipped over the past 15 years, and apart from one or two documented cases, vets simply aren’t seeing cancer associated with microchips in companion animals.


A microchip is an electronic label about the size of a grain of rice that is inserted under the skin, usually between a dog’s shoulder blades. It is a safe and virtually permanent form of identification. (Rarely, a microchip will work its way back out through the skin and be lost.)


Each microchip is imprinted with a number that can be read by a scanner. All animal shelters and most veterinarians’ offices have scanners, and all found animals are scanned for microchips. A national database matches the microchip number with your name, address, and phone number (you provide that information by mail or online after the microchip is inserted).


Find out more through American Kennel Club Companion Animal Recovery, 800-252-7894, www.akccar.org; Avid MicroChip ID Systems, 800-434-2843, www.microchipidsystems.com; or HomeAgain, 888-466-3242, www.homeagain.com. A growing number of places, including Singapore and the United Kingdom, require that all dogs entering the country have a microchip.


Tattoos are another virtually permanent form of identification—“virtually” in this instance because they may fade or blur over time and become difficult to read. Dogs are usually tattooed on a thinly haired part of the body, such as the inside of the ear or thigh. Tattooing is mildly uncomfortable but not particularly painful—mainly dogs resent having to hold still for the procedure. Like microchips, tattoos must be registered with a national database in order to be useful.


For more information on tattoo registry, contact American Kennel Club Companion Animal Recovery, 800-252-7894, www.akccar.org; National Dog Registry, 800-637-3647, www.nationaldogregistry.com; or Tatoo-A-Pet, 800-828-8667, www.tattoo-a-pet.com.


Even if your dog has a microchip or tattoo, also keep a collar and ID tag on him at all times. Unexciting and low-tech though it is, a collar and tag is still the best and fastest way to reunite a dog and his owner within the same neighborhood or town. Anyone who finds your dog can read who he belongs to and call you, or even walk or drive your dog back home. The collar should be strong, comfortable, and adjusted so it doesn’t pull over your dog’s head easily. Use a leather or nylon nonsliding collar for the ID tag, not a choke chain—a sliding collar or choke chain could get caught on something and strangle your dog. When you travel with your dog, add a temporary tag to his collar listing a local phone number where you can be reached.





CHOOSING MR. OR MS. CONGENIALITY


You may know what qualities you’re looking for in a dog, but how do you pick out those traits in a rambunctious litter of puppies, or a lineup of madly barking dogs at an animal shelter? You talk to the people who care for the dogs; you compare the dogs’ behavior with one another; and then you give each dog you’re interested in a simple temperament test. Following are two basic tests a novice dog owner can use to check out a potential canine companion: one for puppies up to about six months old, the other for puppies and dogs older than six months.


PUPPY TEST: Take the puppy to a quiet area, away from his mother and littermates. Most novice dog owners will find a dog that is neither too skittish nor too dominant the easiest to train and bond with. In each example below, the responses are ordered from fearful to dominant. The “moderate,” or preferred, response is in italics.


1. Set the puppy down and let him walk away from you, then crouch down and call him back to you in a friendly, happy voice. Does he put his tail down and stay away? Walk over to you and wag his tail? Run over to you and jump up or bite playfully at your hands or feet? Ignore you and explore the room on his own?


2. Pet the puppy from his head to his tail. Does he cringe? Roll over on his back? Nuzzle your hand or wag his tail? Nip at your hand? Walk away?


3. Roll the puppy gently onto his back and hold him there with a hand on his chest for 8 or 10 seconds. Does he yelp, cringe, or tremble? Struggle to stand up for a few seconds and then calm down? Flail and struggle wildly and bite or growl?


4. Drop a set of keys on the floor to make a sudden noise. Does the puppy cringe and cower? Startle, then look curiously toward the noise? Bark loudly or “attack” the keys? Ignore the noise?


5. Gently squeeze one of the puppy’s toes. Does he yelp or jerk his foot back wildly? Pull his foot back calmly? Growl or bite at your hand?


6. Put a small amount of canned dog food in a dish and set it in front of the puppy. When he smells the food or starts to eat it, pick up the dish. Does he shy away from your hand? Look up at you? Jump up at the dish? Growl or bark?
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In the rollover test (Step 3), look for a puppy who accepts gentle restraint.


ADULT DOG TEST: The goal is to find a dog that is friendly and trainable without being skittish or aggressive. Cross off your list of potential adoptees any dog that reacts aggressively to you or anyone else at any stage of the temperament test. Aggressive behavior includes staring; standing stiffly at attention, possibly with a raised, slightly wagging tail; lifting or twitching the lips to show the teeth; growling, even if the tail is wagging; and snapping or biting. If you are unsure of yourself around dogs, ask an experienced dog handler to evaluate the dogs for you.


In each example below, the responses are ordered from fearful to dominant. The “moderate,” or preferred, response is in italics.


1. When you first look at the dog—in a dog run, or brought to you by another person—does the dog back away from you? Approach you in a friendly manner, with a slightly lowered head and wagging tail? Stand stiffly at attention and watch you?


2. Put the dog in a flat collar (not a choke collar) attached to a four-foot leash. Walk around the room and see if the dog will follow you. Does he plant his feet and refuse to move? Move toward you when you call him in a friendly voice? Lunge against the leash or bark wildly?


3. Stroke the dog’s back. Does he flinch or cower? Wag his tail and stay close to you? Move away from your touch or ignore you?


4. Ask someone to make a sudden noise, such as by hitting a metal desk or chair. Does the dog cower and try to run?Startle, then look toward the noise or at you? Bark wildly or lunge at the noise?


5. While petting the dog, run your hand down each leg to the foot and pick the foot up for a moment. Run your hands up the dog’s neck to his ears and stroke them. Does he flinch and jump when you try to touch his feet or ears? Allow you to touch them without making a big fuss? Struggle or growl when you try to touch them?


6. Put a small amount of canned dog food in a dish on the floor. Let the dog smell or start to eat the food, then push the dish away from him with a broom or long stick. Does he cower? Watch the dish move or follow it to continue eating? Growl, bark, or attack the stick?


7. Take the dog for a walk outside with a flat collar and short leash. Does he seem skittish or frightened? Happy and excited? Does he lunge against the leash or bark continuously?


Observe his reactions to other people, cars, and animals. Is he nervous? Interested but controllable? Hyperactive or threatening?
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Training a dog who pulls wildly on the leash will require skill and patience.






PUPPY LEMON LAWS


“After I spent $1,000 on a 12-week-old puppy, my veterinarian discovered he has a serious heart defect—one that could potentially be corrected with expensive surgery. What’s the breeder’s financial responsibility to me in this situation?”


Many states have “puppy lemon laws,” which address the seller’s responsibility in such situations. Your vet or your state’s consumer affairs office can tell you whether your state has such a law and exactly what it covers. In general, puppy lemon laws require that a seller exchange the unhealthy dog for a healthy one; take back the dog and refund the purchase price; or pay veterinary costs for treating the condition, up to the purchase price of the dog. Written confirmation from a veterinarian of the dog’s illness or defect is required. Usually there is a time limit on how long you can have had the dog before discovering the problem, but in some states that limit is as long as one year.



SCREENING FOR INHERITED HEALTH PROBLEMS


“Can’t breeders check their puppies for health defects before they sell them?”


Most breeders want to produce the healthiest, best examples of their breed they can. For that reason, many breeders have their prospective sires and dams evaluated for common genetic health problems. Puppies can also be checked for some—but not all—genetic problems before they are sent to new homes. For the prospective owner, it’s important to understand what the health tests are, what the scores mean, and what such tests can and can’t predict about the dog you are thinking of buying. Following are three of the most common screening tests.


Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) screening for hip dysplasia. The OFA keeps records on adult dogs whose hips have been x-rayed and graded for signs of hip dysplasia. The x-rays are evaluated independently by three certified veterinary radiologists, whose scores are averaged. A dog must be two years old or older before being given an official score, because hip conformation can change as a dog grows. The OFA passing scores are Excellent, Good, and Fair. Dogs whose x-rays show signs of dysplasia are ranked Borderline, Mild, Moderate, or Severe Dysplasia. Only dogs that receive a passing score should be bred.


If you’re thinking about buying a puppy whose breed has a high incidence of hip dysplasia—such as a Labrador Retriever, Rottweiler, or German Shepherd—it’s wise to ask the breeder whether the parents’ hips were screened and what their OFA scores were. Hip dysplasia is not a single-gene, yes-or-no, black-and-white disease, however. A puppy whose parents’ hips were rated Good or Excellent is less likely to develop hip dysplasia than one whose parents’ scores were Fair, but that is not an absolute guarantee that he will not have the disease.


The OFA also compiles information on elbow dysplasia (which often accompanies hip dysplasia), knee problems, thyroid problems, and inherited heart defects. Information about a particular dog can be found online by entering the dog’s name and breed or its OFA or AKC registration number on the OFA website: www.offa.org/search.html.


PennHIP screening for hip dysplasia. In the PennHIP method, outward pressure is applied on the hip joints while they are x-rayed to determine how loose they are, rather than x-raying them in a neutral position as in OFA screening. (The dog is anesthetized for the x-rays, so the procedure isn’t painful.) The amount of laxity in the hip joints is measured on the x-rays and assigned a percentile score according to the dog’s breed. PennHIP x-rays can be done on puppies as young as four months old, and the amount of laxity has been shown to correlate closely with the development of arthritic hips later on. If you’re thinking about buying a puppy or adult whose breed has a high incidence of hip dysplasia, ask whether the dog or her parents have had PennHIP x-rays. A veterinarian must be specially trained and certified to do PennHIP x-rays. To find such a veterinarian, go to the PennHIP website: www.pennhip.org.


Canine Eye Registration Foundation (CERF) screening for eye defects. A CERF exam is a comprehensive eye exam performed by a certified veterinary ophthalmologist. CERF exams can uncover a wide range of inherited eye problems, including conditions affecting the eyelids, cornea (surface of the eye), iris (colored portion of the eye), lens, and retina and optic disc (in the back of the eye). Cataracts in young dogs and “Collie eye” (see page 217) are two of the specific conditions evaluated on a CERF exam.


Puppies and dogs of any age can have a CERF exam. Breeders often have their breeding stock “CERFed” so they can avoid passing along genetic eye diseases. More about CERF and inherited eye diseases can be found at http://web.vmdb.org/home/.



Health Checklist for 130 Popular Breeds and 13 “Designer Dogs”


By definition, purebred dogs come from a more limited gene pool than the average mixed-breed dog. The same goes for Labradoodles and other “designer dogs”—intentional crosses between two established breeds. Sometimes efforts to achieve a certain coat color or body type inadvertently pass along undesirable traits at the same time. That doesn’t mean all purebred and designer dogs have congenital defects, or that no mixed-breed dogs do—I’ve seen plenty of Labs with perfect hips and mutts with hip dysplasia or bad knees. The checklist below includes significant health problems that have been reported more frequently in certain breeds than in other dogs, as well as a “veterinary cost index.” The veterinary cost index is my subjective ranking of the breed’s likely veterinary expenses over the dog’s lifetime, based on how expensive various disorders are to treat.




Definitions and references for the health problems listed appear at the end of the checklist.





$ Routine veterinary expenses, such as vaccinations, heartworm prevention, and dental care.


$$ Likely to incur expenses for one significant medical problem.


$$$ Likely to incur expenses for two or more significant medical problems.


AFFENPINSCHER Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); luxating kneecaps; von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


AFGHAN HOUND Elbow dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); immune-mediated skin disease; hypothyroidism; cataracts, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


AIREDALE TERRIER Obsessive-compulsive skin injury (behavior disorder); immune-mediated skin disease; cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; entropion, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease, hemolytic anemia (blood disorders)


$$


AKITA Bloat, irritable bowel disease (digestive tract disorders); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); amyloidosis (joint and kidney disorder); deafness; Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); hypothyroidism; myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); dominance aggression (behavior); allergies, immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


ALASKAN MALAMUTE Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); kidney dysplasia; laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); diabetes mellitus; nerve atrophy; hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


AMERICAN ESKIMO DOG Allergies; hypothyroidism; Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder)


$


AMERICAN STAFFORDSHIRE TERRIER Allergies; osteochondrosis (joint disorder); deafness; hypothyroidism; mast cell tumor; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$


ANATOLIAN SHEPHERD DOG Hip dysplasia; hypothyroidism; bloat (digestive tract emergency); entropion (eyelid disorder)


$


AUSTRALIAN CATTLE DOG Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); hip dysplasia; deafness; epilepsy, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); inguinal hernia; cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A (blood clotting disorder)


$$


AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); epilepsy; deafness; hypothyroidism; cataracts, retinal dysplasia, progressive retinal atrophy, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


AUSTRALIAN TERRIER Diabetes mellitus; Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (hip disease); luxating kneecaps; progressive retinal atrophy, cataracts (eye disorders)


$$


BASENJI Kidney dysplasia; hypothyroidism; inguinal hernia; inflammatory bowel disease; progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, pyruvate kinase deficiency (blood disorders)


$$


BASSET HOUND Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); bloat, intussusception (digestive tract emergencies); elbow dysplasia, osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); wobbler syndrome (spinal cord disorder); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; epilepsy, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); hypothyroidism; inguinal hernia; foot infections, immune-mediated skin disease; entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$
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Basset Hound


BEAGLE Pulmonic stenosis, tetralogy of Fallot, ventricular septal defect (heart defects); amyloidosis (joint and kidney disorder); kidney dysplasia; deafness; epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); hypothyroidism; spinal disk disease; diabetes mellitus; exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive disorder); bladder cancer; allergies; cataracts, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease, pyruvate kinase deficiency (blood disorders)


$$$


BEARDED COLLIE Aortic stenosis (heart disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); hip dysplasia; hypothyroidism; cataracts, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency (blood disorders) $$


BEDLINGTON TERRIER Copper storage disease (liver disease); kidney dysplasia; cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$


BELGIAN MALINOIS Hip dysplasia; epilepsy; hypothyroidism; progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorder)


$$


BELGIAN TERVUREN Osteochondrosis (joint disorder); epilepsy; hypothyroidism; cataracts, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$


BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; inflammatory bowel disease; immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


BICHON FRISÉ Ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); epilepsy, little white shaker syndrome (brain disorders); luxating kneecaps; foot infections; cataracts, entropion, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia B (blood clotting disorder)


$$


BLOODHOUND Bloat (digestive tract emergency); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); hypothyroidism; ectropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca (eye disorders)


$$


BORDER COLLIE Deafness; epilepsy; hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$
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Border Collie


BORDER TERRIER Ventricular septal defect (heart defect); brain or spinal cord tumor; undescended testicle; luxating kneecaps; cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


BORZOI Bloat (digestive tract emergency); hip dysplasia; hypothyroidism; cataracts, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


BOSTON TERRIER Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); deafness; brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); esophageal stenosis, pyloric stenosis, intussusception (digestive tract disorders); cardiac tumor (cancer); hydrocephalus, pituitary tumor (brain disorders); hypospadias (male urinary tract disorder); hypothyroidism; inguinal hernia; luxating kneecaps; allergies, tail-fold dermatitis (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$$


BOUVIER DES FLANDRES Aortic stenosis (heart defect); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); hypothyroidism; laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); dominance aggression (behavior); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


BOXER Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); aortic stenosis, atrial septal defect, dilated cardiomyopathy (heart disorders); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; deafness; epilepsy; megaesophagus, inflammatory bowel disease, pyloric stenosis (digestive tract disorders); hypothyroidism; osteochondrosis (joint disorder); mast cell tumor, cardiac tumor, testicular tumor, squamous cell carcinoma (cancers); allergies, facial-fold dermatitis, foot infections (skin disorders); cataracts, corneal ulcer, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


BRIARD Panosteitis (bone disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$


BRITTANY Osteochondrosis (joint disorder); cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A (blood clotting disorder)


$


BRUSSELS GRIFFON Hip dysplasia, Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); hydrocephalus (brain disorder); cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$


BUGG (BOSTON TERRIER/PUG) Patent ductus arteriosus, portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defects); brachycephalic airway syndrome, collapsing trachea (respiratory disorders); allergies, ear infections, facial-fold dermatitis, tail-fold dermatitis (skin disorders); hip dysplasia, Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); mast cell tumor (cancer); Cushing’s disease, Addison’s disease (adrenal gland disorders); hypothyroidism; diabetes mellitus; urinary tract infections, urinary stones, hypospadias, bladder cancer (urinary tract disorders); inguinal hernia; deafness; epilepsy, hydrocephalus, encephalitis, pituitary tumor (brain disorders); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); spinal disk disease; esophageal stenosis, pyloric stenosis, intussusception, irritable bowel disease (digestive disorders); entropion, pannus, cataracts, glaucoma, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$$


BULLDOG (ENGLISH BULLDOG) Brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); valve disease, pulmonic stenosis, ventricular septal defect (heart defects); pyloric stenosis (digestive tract disorder); hip dysplasia; hydrocephalus (brain disorder); brain or spinal cord tumor, cardiac tumor; undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; facial-fold dermatitis, deep bacterial skin infections, foot infections, tail-fold dermatitis (skin disorders); hypothyroidism; cataracts, cherry eye, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


BULLMASTIFF Bloat (digestive tract emergency); wobbler syndrome (spinal cord disorder); elbow dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); dominance aggression (behavior); cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; entropion, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


BULL TERRIER Osteochondrosis (joint disorder); obsessive-compulsive skin injury, obsessive-compulsive disorder (behavior disorders); laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); inguinal hernia; squamous cell carcinoma (cancer); deep bacterial skin infections; deafness; entropion, lens luxation (eye disorders)


$$


BULL TERRIER, MINIATURE Collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); hypothyroidism; entropion, lens luxation (eye disorders)


$


CAIRN TERRIER Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); cerebellar atrophy, hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); undescended testicle; inguinal hernia; cystine urine crystals; hypothyroidism; cataracts, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


CANAAN DOG Elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia (joint disorders); epilepsy; hypothyroidism


$


CAVACHON (CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL/BICHON FRISÉ) Valve disease (heart disorder); ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); diabetes mellitus; epilepsy, little white shaker syndrome (brain disorders); luxating kneecaps (joint disorder); cataracts, entropion, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL Valve disease (heart disorder); diabetes mellitus; epilepsy; hypothyroidism; luxating kneecaps; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorder)


$$


CHESAPEAKE BAY RETRIEVER Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); epilepsy; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


CHIHUAHUA Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); valve disease, pulmonic stenosis (heart disorders); hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); collapsing trachea, ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorders); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; hypoglycemia; neck instability; hypothyroidism; myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); entropion, glaucoma, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


[image: Image]


Chihuahua


CHINESE CRESTED Luxating kneecaps; skin cancer; allergies, bacterial skin infections, contact hyper-sensitivity, immune-mediated skin disease, seborrhea (skin disorders); undescended testicle; hypothyroidism


$$


CHOW Bloat, inflammatory bowel disease (digestive tract disorders); diabetes mellitus; elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); kidney dysplasia; hydrocephalus (brain disorder); deep bacterial skin infections, immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections; hypothyroidism; ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); dominance aggression (behavior); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


CHORKIE (CHIHUAHUA/YORKSHIRE TERRIER) Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); valve disease, pulmonic stenosis (heart disorders); hydrocephalus (brain disorder); collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); Legg-CalvéPerthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); neck instability (spinal cord disorder); Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); hypothyroidism; seborrhea (skin disorder); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


COCKER SPANIEL, AMERICAN Patent ductus arteriosus, portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defects); dilated cardiomyopathy, pulmonic stenosis (heart disorders); deafness; elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy, hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); kidney dysplasia; hermaphroditism; hypothyroidism; inguinal hernia; spinal disk disease; breast adenocarcinoma, anal gland adenocarcinoma (cancers); fear aggression (behavior); allergies, ear infections, foot infections, seborrhea (skin disorders); blocked tear ducts, cataracts, corneal ulcers, entropion, glaucoma, inward-growing eyelashes, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


COCKER SPANIEL, ENGLISH Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); undescended testicle; deafness; epilepsy; kidney dysplasia; hermaphroditism (reproductive tract disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


COLLIE Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); bladder cancer; deafness; immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections; epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy (brain disorders); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye defects); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


DACHSHUND Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); diabetes mellitus; spinal disk disease; megaesophagus (digestive tract disorder); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals, kidney dysplasia (urinary tract disorders); deafness; epilepsy, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); hypothyroidism; bacterial skin infections, immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections; cataracts, corneal ulcers, entropion, glaucoma, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


DACHSHUND, MINIATURE Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); diabetes mellitus; spinal disk disease; cystine urine crystals, kidney dysplasia (urinary tract disorders); deafness; bacterial skin infections, immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections; hypothyroidism; cataracts, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


DALMATIAN Dilated cardiomyopathy (heart disorder); urate urine crystals; deafness; hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); laryngeal paralysis, ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorders); copper storage disease (liver disorder); nerve atrophy; lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); inflammatory bowel disease, megaesophagus (digestive tract disorders); squamous cell carcinoma (skin cancer); hypothyroidism; allergies, deep bacterial skin infections, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); entropion, glaucoma, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$$


DANDIE DINMONT TERRIER Hip dysplasia, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); hypothyroidism; spinal disk disease; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma (eye disorders)


$$


DOBERMAN PINSCHER Vascular ring anomaly, portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defects); dilated cardiomyopathy (heart disorder); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); diabetes mellitus; wobbler syndrome, spinal disk disease (spinal cord disorders); ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); deafness; kidney dysplasia; hemangiosarcoma (cancer); hypothyroidism; exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive disorder); copper storage disease (liver disorder); nerve atrophy; obsessive-compulsive skin injury, dominance aggression, fear aggression (behavior); foot infections, immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


ENGLISH SETTER Bloat (digestive tract emergency); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); hypoglycemia; hypothyroidism; hemangiosarcoma, cardiac tumor (cancers); ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); deafness; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL Patent ductus arteriosus, portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defects); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, luxating kneecaps, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); diabetes mellitus; epilepsy, hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); spinal disk disease; myasthenia gravis, nerve atrophy (nerve disorders); phosphofructokinase deficiency (muscle and blood disease); ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorder); breast or anal gland adenocarcinoma (cancer); dominance aggression (behavior); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); hypothyroidism; inguinal hernia; allergies, ear infections, immune-mediated skin disease, seborrhea (skin disorders); cataracts, ectropion, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


FLAT-COATED RETRIEVER Epilepsy; hip dysplasia; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$


FOX TERRIER, SMOOTH Vascular ring anomaly (blood vessel defect); pulmonic stenosis (heart disorder); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); deafness; esophageal stenosis (digestive tract disorder); hypothyroidism; allergies; cataracts, glaucoma, lens luxation (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


FOX TERRIER, TOY Pulmonic stenosis (heart disorder); luxating kneecaps, Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (joint disorders); allergies


$


FOX TERRIER, WIRE Vascular ring anomaly (blood vessel defect); pulmonic stenosis, tetralogy of Fallot (heart disorders); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (hip disorder); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); deafness; epilepsy; esophageal stenosis (digestive tract disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


FRENCH BULLDOG Allergies, seborrhea; elbow dysplasia (joint disorder); brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory defect); cardiac tumor; cataracts, entropion (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


GERMAN SHEPHERD Patent ductus arteriosus, vascular ring anomaly (blood vessel defects); aortic stenosis, dilated cardiomyopathy, valve disease (heart disorders); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); esophageal stenosis, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency, irritable bowel disease, megaesophagus (digestive tract disorders); cystine urine crystals; deafness; diabetes mellitus; epilepsy, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); hemangiosarcoma, osteosarcoma (cancers); nerve atrophy, cauda equina syndrome (nerve disorders); kidney dysplasia; systemic lupus erythematosus (immune-mediated disease); dominance aggression, fear aggression, separation anxiety (behavior); hypothyroidism; allergies, ear infections, immune-mediated skin disease, deep bacterial skin infections (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER Aortic stenosis (heart disorder); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); fibrosarcoma (cancer); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); cataracts, entropion, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


GERMAN WIREHAIRED POINTER Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$
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German Shorthaired Pointer


GOLDEN RETRIEVER Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); aortic stenosis (heart disorder); diabetes mellitus; elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); epilepsy; hypothyroidism; lymphoma, hemangiosarcoma, cardiac tumor (cancers); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); laryngeal paralysis, ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorders); irritable bowel disease; kidney dysplasia; nerve atrophy; obsessive-compulsive skin injury (behavior abnormality); allergies, deep bacterial skin infections, ear infections, foot infections, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, inward-growing eyelashes, progressive retinal atrophy, uveodermatologic disorder (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia (blood disorders)


$$$


GOLDENDOODLE (GOLDEN RETRIEVER/POODLE) Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); aortic stenosis (heart disorder); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); allergies, ear infections, obsessive-compulsive skin injury, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); diabetes mellitus; hypothyroidism; Addison’s disease, Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorders); epilepsy; lymphoma, hemangiosarcoma, stomach cancer (cancers); bloat (digestive tract emergency); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


GORDON SETTER Bloat (digestive tract emergency); epilepsy; hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


GREAT DANE Vascular ring anomaly (blood vessel defect); dilated cardiomyopathy, valve disease (heart disorders); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); bloat, megaesophagus (digestive tract disorders); wobbler syndrome (spinal cord disorder); cystine urine crystals; deafness; hypothyroidism; hemangiosarcoma, osteosarcoma (cancers); obsessive-compulsive skin injury (behavior disorder); foot infections; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


GREAT PYRENEES Elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); deafness; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia B, platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorders)


$$


GREATER SWISS MOUNTAIN DOG Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); bloat (digestive tract emergency); epilepsy; platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorder)


$


GREYHOUND Osteochondrosis (joint disorder); epilepsy; esophageal stenosis (digestive tract disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$


HAVANESE Allergies, immune-mediated skin disease; luxating kneecaps; cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


IBIZAN HOUND Undescended testicle; deafness; hypothyroidism; allergies; cataracts, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorder)


$


IRISH SETTER Vascular ring anomaly, portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defects); bloat, megaesophagus, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive tract disorders); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); wobbler syndrome (spinal cord disorder); epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy (brain disorders); hypothyroidism; obsessive-compulsive skin injury (behavior disorder); allergies, deep bacterial skin infections, immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections, seborrhea (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency (blood disorders)


$$$


IRISH TERRIER Cystine urine crystals; progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorder)


$


IRISH WATER SPANIEL Hip dysplasia; epilepsy; hypothyroidism; cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


IRISH WOLFHOUND Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); dilated cardiomyopathy (heart disorder); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); hypothyroidism; allergies, foot infections (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


ITALIAN GREYHOUND Vascular ring anomaly (blood vessel defect); undescended testicle; epilepsy; cataracts, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorder)


$


JACK RUSSELL TERRIER (PARSON RUSSELL TERRIER) Allergies; epilepsy; myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); corneal ulcers, lens luxation (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$


JAPANESE CHIN Lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); undescended testicle


$


JUG (JACK RUSSELL TERRIER/PUG) Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); Addison’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); epilepsy, encephalitis (brain disorders); spinal disk disease; hip dysplasia, Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); collapsing trachea, brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorders); allergies (skin disorder); hypothyroidism; diabetes mellitus; urinary tract infections, urinary stones; mast cell tumor (cancer); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); corneal ulcers, entropion, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$$


KEESHOND Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); pulmonic stenosis, tetralogy of Fallot, ventricular septal defect (heart defects); Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); diabetes mellitus; epilepsy; hypothyroidism; kidney dysplasia; cataracts, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


KERRY BLUE TERRIER Hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$


KOMONDOR Hip dysplasia; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion (eye disorders)


$


KUVASZ Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); deafness; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


LABBE (LABRADOR RETRIEVER/BEAGLE) Pulmonic stenosis, tetralogy of Fallot, ventricular septal defect (heart defects); portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); spinal disk disease; hypothyroidism; obsessive-compulsive skin injury, allergies, ear infections, seborrhea (skin disorders); Addison’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); deafness; diabetes mellitus; epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy (brain disorders); hemorrhagic gastroenteritis, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive tract disorders); hypoglycemia; amyloidosis (joint and kidney disorder); kidney dysplasia, bladder cancer (urinary tract disorders); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); hemolytic anemia (blood disorder); cataracts, entropion, lens luxation, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


LABRADOODLE (LABRADOR RETRIEVER/POODLE) Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); hypothyroidism; obsessive-compulsive skin injury, allergies, ear infections, seborrhea, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); Addison’s disease, Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorders); laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); deafness; diabetes mellitus; epilepsy; hemorrhagic gastroenteritis, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency, bloat, stomach cancer (digestive tract disorders); hemangiosarcoma (cancer); hypoglycemia; cataracts, entropion, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, pannus, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


LABRADOR RETRIEVER Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); laryngeal paralysis; deafness; diabetes mellitus; epilepsy; hemorrhagic gastroenteritis, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive tract disorders); hemangiosarcoma (cancer); hypoglycemia; hypothyroidism; obsessive-compulsive skin injury (behavior disorder); allergies, ear infections, seborrhea (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


LHASA APSO Kidney dysplasia; hydrocephalus (brain disorder); inguinal hernia; luxating kneecaps; hypothyroidism; allergies, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


MALTESE Collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); luxating kneecaps (joint disorder); encephalitis, hydrocephalus, little white shaker syndrome (brain disorders); undescended testicle; deafness; hypoglycemia; hypothyroidism; immune-mediated skin disease; blindness, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


MALTI-TZU (MALTESE/SHIH TZU) Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); luxating kneecaps; kidney dyplasia, calcium oxalate bladder stones (urinary tract disorders); brachycephalic airway syndrome, collapsing trachea (respiratory disorders); hypothyroidism; allergies, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); encephalitis, hydrocephalus, little white shaker syndrome (brain disorders); deafness; undescended testicle (reproductive disorder); hypoglycemia; hemolytic anemia (blood disorder); blindness, glaucoma, cataracts, corneal ulcers, entropion, inward-growing eyelashes, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


MANCHESTER TERRIER Cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hypothyroidism


$


MASTIFF Bloat (digestive tract emergency); osteochondrosis (joint disorder); hypothyroidism; entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


MINIATURE PINSCHER Collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (hip disorder); diabetes mellitus; inguinal hernia; immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$


NEWFOUNDLAND Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); aortic stenosis, dilated cardiomyopathy, ventricular septal defect (heart defects); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); cystine urine crystals; hypothyroidism; allergies; cataracts, entropion (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


NORFOLK TERRIER Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); valve disease (heart disorder); epilepsy; hypothyroidism


$$


NORWEGIAN ELKHOUND Hip dysplasia; kidney dysplasia; hypothyroidism; seborrhea (skin disorder); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$


NORWICH TERRIER Hypothyroidism; lens luxation (eye disorder); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$


OLD ENGLISH SHEEPDOG Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); dilated cardiomyopathy (heart disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); inflammatory bowel disease; ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory-tract disorder); deafness; diabetes mellitus; immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, hemophilia B, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


PAPILLON Luxating kneecaps; deafness; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


PEKINGESE Neck instability, spinal disk disease (spinal cord disorders); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (hip disorder); hydrocephalus (brain disorder); irritable bowel disease; inguinal hernia; undescended testicle; testicular tumor; facial-fold dermatitis; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, blocked tear ducts, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency (blood disorders)


$$$


PHARAOH HOUND Allergies; hypothyroidism; platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorder)


$


POINTER Hip dysplasia; ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory tract disorder); irritable bowel disease; deafness; epilepsy; hypothyroidism; nerve atrophy; allergies, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


POMERANIAN Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); luxating kneecaps; collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); neck instability (spinal cord disorder); undescended testicle; immune-mediated skin disease; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, blocked tear ducts, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$$


POOCHI (POODLE/CHIHUAHUA) Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); ventricular septal defect, valve disease, pulmonic stenosis (heart disorders); osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); collapsing trachea, ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorders); spinal disk disease, neck instability (spinal cord disorders); hypothyroidism; allergies, ear infections, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); diabetes mellitus; Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); deafness; ectopic ureters, cystine urine crystals (urinary tract disorders); squamous cell carcinoma (cancer); epilepsy, hydrocephalus, cerebellar atrophy (brain disorders); fear aggression (behavior); hemolytic anemia (blood disorder); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, blocked tear ducts, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, pannus, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


POODLE, MINIATURE Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); ventricular septal defect (heart defect); osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); spinal disk disease; myasthenia gravis (muscle disease); diabetes mellitus; Cushing’s disease; deafness; ectopic ureters (urinary tract defect); squamous cell carcinoma (cancer); epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); fear aggression (behavior); hypothyroidism; allergies, ear infections, immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, blocked tear ducts, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, hemophilia A, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


POODLE, STANDARD Addison’s disease, Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorders); bloat (digestive tract emergency); epilepsy; hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); hypothyroidism; allergies, ear infections, immune-mediated skin disease; hemangiosarcoma, stomach cancer; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, blocked tear ducts, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


POODLE, TOY Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); ventricular septal defect (heart defect); collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); spinal disk disease; diabetes mellitus; Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); squamous cell carcinoma (skin cancer); epilepsy, hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); deafness; ectopic ureters; fear aggression (behavior); hypothyroidism; allergies, ear infections, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, blocked tear ducts, inward-growing eyelashes, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, hemophilia A, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


PORKIE (POMERANIAN/YORKSHIRE TERRIER) Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); hydrocephalus (brain disorder); neck instability (spinal cord disorder); collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); seborrhea, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); hypothyroidism; Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; cataracts, entropion, lens luxation, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


PORTUGUESE WATER DOG Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hypothyroidism


$


PUG Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); spinal disk disease; hip dysplasia, Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); collapsing trachea; irritable bowel disease; diabetes mellitus; urinary tract infections, urinary stones; brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); encephalitis, epilepsy (brain disorders); mast cell tumor (cancer); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); hypothyroidism; allergies, facial-fold dermatitis, tail-fold dermatitis (skin disorders); entropion, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$$


PUGGLE (PUG/BEAGLE) Pulmonic stenosis, tetralogy of Fallot, ventricular septal defect (heart defects); portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); spinal disk disease (spinal cord disorder); hip dysplasia, Legg-CalvéPerthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); collapsing trachea, brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorders); deafness; epilepsy, cerebellar atrophy, encephalitis (brain disorders); diabetes mellitus; hypothyroidism; allergies (skin disorder); mast cell tumor (cancer); Addison’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); irritable bowel disease, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive disorders); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); amyloidosis (joint and kidney disorder); kidney dysplasia, urinary tract infections, urinary stones, bladder cancer (urinary tract disorders); cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, pannus, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


PULI Hip dysplasia; cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$


RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); wobbler syndrome (spinal cord disorder); deafness; cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); hemangiosarcoma (cancer); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$


ROTTWEILER Aortic stenosis (heart disorder); elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); lymphoma (cancer); deafness; diabetes mellitus; irritable bowel disease; nerve atrophy; dominance aggression (behavior); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$


SAINT BERNARD Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); dilated cardiomyopathy (heart disorder); bloat, exocrine pancreatic insufficiency (digestive tract disorders); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); wobbler syndrome (spinal cord disorder); laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); osteosarcoma (cancer); epilepsy; dominance aggression (behavior); hypothyroidism; immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, ectropion, entropion, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


SALUKI Lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$


SAMOYED Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); atrial septal defect, pulmonic stenosis (heart disorders); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); diabetes mellitus; kidney dysplasia; cerebellar atrophy (brain disorder); immune-mediated skin disease; hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


SCHIPPERKE Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (hip disorder); diabetes mellitus; hypothyroidism; immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$$


SCHNAUZER, GIANT Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); panosteitis (bone disorder); hypothyroidism; seborrhea (skin disorder); cataracts, glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency (blood disorders)


$$


SCHNAUZER, MINIATURE Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); pulmonic stenosis, arrhythmia (heart disorders); collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); Legg-CalvéPerthes disease, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); undescended testicle; Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); diabetes mellitus; hypothyroidism; urinary tract infections, urinary stones, kidney dysplasia; esophageal stenosis, hemorrhagic gastroenteritis, megaesophagus, pancreatitis (digestive tract disorders); allergies; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


SCHNAUZER, STANDARD Pulmonic stenosis (heart disorder); Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); anal sac adenocarcinoma (cancer); hypothyroidism; cataracts, blocked tear ducts, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


SCOTTISH TERRIER Cystine urine crystals; lymphoma, squamous cell carcinoma, bladder tumor, cardiac tumor (cancers); allergies, immune-mediated skin disease (skin disorders); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); deafness; hypothyroidism; hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


SEALYHAM TERRIER Deafness; hypothyroidism; cataracts, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$


SHAR-PEI Brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); amyloidosis (joint and liver disorder); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); irritable bowel disease, megaesophagus (digestive tract disorders); allergies, deep bacterial skin infections, ear infections, foot infections, seborrhea (skin disorders); entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hypothyroidism


$$$


SHETLAND SHEEPDOG Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); hip dysplasia; systemic lupus erythematosus (immune-mediated disease); undescended testicle; epilepsy; deafness; hypothyroidism; Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, corneal ulcers, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemophilia A, hemophilia B, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


SHIBA INU Allergies; hypothyroidism; epilepsy; luxating kneecaps; glaucoma, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$


SHIH TZU Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); kidney dysplasia, calcium oxalate bladder stones; brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, corneal ulcers, entropion, inward-growing eyelashes, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, platelet deficiency, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$


SHORKIE (SHIH TZU/YORKSHIRE TERRIER) Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); collapsing trachea, brachycephalic airway syndrome (respiratory disorders); Legg-CalvéPerthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); neck instability (spinal cord disorder); hydrocephalus (brain disorder); hypothyroidism; allergies, seborrhea (skin disorders); Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); undescended testicle (reproductive disorder); kidney dysplasia, calcium oxalate bladder stones, cystine urine crystals (urinary tract disorders); cataracts, corneal ulcers, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); hemolytic anemia, von Willebrand’s disease (blood disorders)


$$$


SIBERIAN HUSKY Portosystemic shunt (blood vessel defect); hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); ectopic ureter (urinary tract disorder); laryngeal paralysis (respiratory disorder); epilepsy; hypothyroidism; immune-mediated skin disease; hemangiosarcoma; cataracts, entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, pannus, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia, uveodermatologic syndrome (eye disorders); hemophilia A, von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorders)


$$$


[image: Image]


Siberian Husky


SILKY TERRIER Diabetes mellitus; Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); undescended testicle; hydrocephalus, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); platelet deficiency (blood clotting disorder)


$$


SKYE TERRIER Irritable bowel disease; myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); hypothyroidism; lens luxation (eye disorder); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


SOFT-COATED WHEATEN TERRIER Kidney dysplasia; irritable bowel disease; Addison’s disease (adrenal disorder); allergies; hypothyroidism; cataracts, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIER Hip dysplasia; epilepsy; cataracts, cherry eye, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders)


$


TIBETAN SPANIEL Epilepsy; cherry eye


$


TIBETAN TERRIER Nerve atrophy; lysosomal storage disease (brain disorder); cataracts, entropion, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$


VIZSLA Hip dysplasia, osteochondrosis (joint disorders); hemangiosarcoma, lymphoma (cancers); epilepsy; facial-nerve paralysis; hypothyroidism; immune-mediated skin disease; cataracts, entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


WEIMARANER Elbow dysplasia, hip dysplasia; panosteitis (bone disorder); bloat (digestive tract emergency); hermaphroditism (reproductive disorder); myasthenia gravis (muscle disorder); immune-mediated skin disease, foot infections (skin disorders); hypothyroidism; entropion, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); hemophilia A (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


WELSH CORGI, CARDIGAN Cystine urine crystals; spinal disk disease; entropion, glaucoma, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$


WELSH CORGI, PEMBROKE Patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defect); cystine urine crystals; spinal disk disease; epilepsy; dominance aggression (behavior); hypothyroidism; cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


WELSH TERRIER Hypothyroidism; cataracts, glaucoma, lens luxation (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$


WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER Addison’s disease, Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorders); diabetes mellitus; Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease (hip disorder); inguinal hernia; little white shaker syndrome, lysosomal storage disease (brain disorders); copper storage disease (liver disorder); deafness; allergies, deep bacterial skin infections, ear infections, foot infections, seborrhea (skin disorders); cataracts, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); pyruvate kinase deficiency (blood disorder)


$$$
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West Highland White Terrier


WHIPPET Osteochondrosis (joint disorder); diabetes mellitus; hemangiosarcoma (cancer); undescended testicle; hypothyroidism; cataracts, lens luxation, progressive retinal atrophy (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$


YO-CHON (YORKSHIRE TERRIER/BICHON FRISÉ) Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); neck instability (spinal cord disorder); collapsing trachea, ciliary dyskinesia (respiratory disorders); hydrocephalus, epilepsy, little white shaker syndrome (brain disorders); Legg-Calvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); hypothyroidism; allergies, seborrhea (skin disorders); Cushing’s disease (adrenal gland disorder); undescended testicle; cystine urine crystals; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders)


$$$


YORKSHIRE TERRIER Portosystemic shunt, patent ductus arteriosus (blood vessel defects); LeggCalvé-Perthes disease, luxating kneecaps (joint disorders); Cushing’s disease (adrenal disorder); undescended testicle; hydrocephalus (brain disorder); cystine urine crystals; neck instability (spinal cord disorder); collapsing trachea (respiratory disorder); seborrhea (skin disorder); hypothyroidism; cataracts, entropion, keratoconjunctivitis sicca, progressive retinal atrophy, retinal dysplasia (eye disorders); von Willebrand’s disease (blood clotting disorder)


$$$


Definitions and References


Here are brief descriptions of the medical problems listed in the Health Checklist beginning on page 19, plus the page numbers where those problems are discussed in detail.


ADDISON’S DISEASE: a serious adrenal-gland deficiency requiring lifelong hormone supplementation; see page 304.


ALLERGIES: reactions to inhaled substances or food; see page 94.


AMYLOIDOSIS: abnormal protein deposits in joints, kidneys, and other organs, causing lameness, fever, and kidney failure; see page 245.


ANAL GLAND ADENOCARCINOMA: malignant tumor; see page 377.


AORTIC STENOSIS: partial blockage of the aorta; see page 259.


ARRHYTHMIA: erratic heartbeat; see page 261.


ATRIAL SEPTAL DEFECT: a hole between the upper two chambers of the heart; see page 255.


BLADDER CANCER: malignant tumor of the urinary bladder; see page 386.


BLOAT: potentially fatal emergency in which the stomach distends with gas and twists out of position; see page 136.


BLOCKED TEAR DUCTS: malformed ducts between the eye and nose, leading to runny eyes and tearstains; see page 203.


BRACHYCEPHALIC AIRWAY SYNDROME: one or more respiratory abnormalities common in dogs with pushed-in faces, such as constricted nostrils, an elongated soft palate, or a narrow trachea; see page 282.


BRAIN OR SPINAL CORD TUMOR: cancer of the brain or spinal cord; see page 367.


BREAST ADENOCARCINOMA: malignant breast tumor; see page 384.


CALCIUM OXALATE BLADDER STONES: a type that have to be removed surgically; see page 334.


CARDIAC TUMOR: cancer of the heart; see page 270.


CATARACTS: cloudiness of the lens that can impair vision; see page 216.


CAUDA EQUINA SYNDROME: compression of nerves in the lower spine causing lameness and incontinence; see page 249.


CEREBELLAR ATROPHY: breakdown of a part of the brain leading to tremors or loss of balance; see page 318.


CHERRY EYE: protruding gland of the third eyelid; see page 208.


CILIARY DYSKINESIA: failure of microscopic “hairs” lining the respiratory tract to move properly, leading to recurring respiratory infections; see page 286.


COLLAPSING TRACHEA: flattened tracheal cartilage that makes it harder to breathe; see page 280.


CONTACT HYPERSENSITIVITY: itchy rash caused by a substance contacting the skin; see page 100.


COPPER STORAGE DISEASE: defect in copper excretion resulting in liver damage; see page 144.


CORNEAL ULCER: painful erosion on the surface of the eye; see page 204.


CUSHING’S DISEASE: overproduction of cortisol by the adrenal glands; see page 299.


CYSTINE URINE CRYSTALS: abnormal mineral deposits in the urine that can form urinary stones; see page 335.


DEAFNESS: hearing defect in one or both ears; see page 225.


DIABETES MELLITUS: insufficient insulin production by the pancreas, which causes problems with glucose metabolism; see page 291.


DILATED CARDIOMYOPATHY: disease that causes weakened heart contractions and arrhythmias; see page 267.


DOMINANCE AGGRESSION: a bullying personality that can make a dog aggressive or more difficult to train; see page 183.


EAR INFECTION: ear inflammation often associated with allergies or other skin diseases; see page 219.


ECTOPIC URETERS: tubes from the kidneys that connect with the urethra rather than the bladder, sometimes causing urinary incontinence or urinary tract infections; see page 331.


ECTROPION: loose lower eyelid that predisposes to eye irritation; see page 203.


ELBOW DYSPLASIA: a malformed elbow joint, causing variable degrees of lameness; see page 234.


ENCEPHALITIS: brain inflammation, often causing seizures, abnormal behavior, or difficulty walking; see page 324.


ENTROPION: a turned-in eyelid that rubs against the eye; see page 203.


EPILEPSY: brain disorder causing recurrent seizures; see page 308.


ESOPHAGEAL STENOSIS: narrowing of the esophagus where it joins the stomach, potentially causing regurgitation; see page 132.


EXOCRINE PANCREATIC INSUFFICIENCY: pancreas that produces lower than normal amounts of digestive enzymes; see page 129.


FACIAL-FOLD DERMATITIS: recurrent skin infections in dogs with deep folds on their faces; see page 102.


FACIAL-NERVE PARALYSIS: a nerve problem that often leads to dry eye, or keratoconjunctivitis sicca; see page 316.


FEAR AGGRESSION: shyness or timidity that can make a dog aggressive or more difficult to train; see page 184.


FIBROSARCOMA: highly invasive malignant tumor; see page 382.


GLAUCOMA: increased fluid pressure within the eye leading to pain and potentially loss of vision; see page 213.


HEMANGIOSARCOMA: malignant tumor most often found on the spleen or the heart; see pages 380 and 270.


HEMOLYTIC ANEMIA: abnormal destruction of red blood cells; see page 351.


HEMOPHILIA A: a blood clotting deficiency; see page 361.


HEMOPHILIA B: a blood clotting deficiency; see page 361.


HEMORRHAGIC GASTROENTERITIS: severe, potentially fatal vomiting and bloody diarrhea; see page 126.


HERMAPHRODITISM: having “mixed” reproductive organs, such as a vagina and testicles; see page 346.


HIP DYSPLASIA: malformed hip joints, causing variable degrees of lameness; see page 229.


HYDROCEPHALUS: accumulation of cerebrospinal fluid within the skull, potentially causing vision problems, seizures, or mental retardation; see page 316.


HYPOGLYCEMIA: low blood sugar, potentially leading to seizures; see pages 295 and 299.


HYPOSPADIAS: urethral opening on the underside of the penis rather than at the end, sometimes leading to urinary incontinence; see page 346.


HYPOTHYROIDISM: thyroid hormone deficiency; see page 298.


IMMUNE-MEDIATED SKIN DISEASE: sores, scaling, or hair loss caused by an immune-system attack on the skin; see page 107.


INGUINAL HERNIA: a gap in the abdominal muscles that must be closed surgically; see page 346.


INTUSSUSCEPTION: emergency in which part of the intestine contracts into the adjacent part, causing a blockage; see page 121.


INWARD-GROWING EYELASHES: eyelashes growing from the underside of the eyelid or curving toward the eye that cause eye irritation; see page 203.


IRRITABLE BOWEL DISEASE: inflammation of the intestines, causing diarrhea, vomiting, or both; see page 125.


KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS SICCA: a deficiency in tear production that can lead to damaged corneas; see page 211.


KIDNEY DYSPLASIA: malformation of one or both kidneys, potentially leading to kidney failure; see page 336.


LARYNGEAL PARALYSIS: failure of the larynx to open fully, causing breathing problems; see page 283.


LEGG-CALVé-PERTHES DISEASE: disintegration of the hip joint; see page 235.


LENS LUXATION: displacement of the lens of the eye, causing eye inflammation, pain, and glaucoma; see page 216.


LITTLE WHITE SHAKER SYNDROME: brain disorder causing severe head and body tremors; see page 318.


LUXATING KNEECAPS: kneecaps that slide out of place, causing variable degrees of lameness; see page 236.


LYMPHOMA: a blood cell cancer affecting the lymph nodes, bone marrow, or other organs; see page 374.


LYSOSOMAL STORAGE DISEASE: enzyme deficiency that causes nerve-cell damage and tremors, stumbling, seizures, or other nerve and brain disorders; see page 317.


MAST CELL TUMOR: a malignant tumor of the skin, liver, or bone marrow; see page 383.


MEGAESOPHAGUS: an esophagus that doesn’t contract properly, leading to regurgitation and often pneumonia; see page 132.


MYASTHENIA GRAVIS: inability of nerve signals to control muscles, causing weakness and megaesophagus; see page 323.


NECK INSTABILITY: disorder of the upper spine that can lead to pain or paralysis; see page 246.


NERVE ATROPHY: breakdown of nerve cells, leading to muscle weakness; see page 319.


OBSESSIVE-COMPULSIVE BEHAVIOR: spinning, tail-chasing, or other obsessive behavior; see page 198.


OBSESSIVE-COMPULSIVE SKIN INJURY: obsessively licking the skin to the point of creating wounds; see page 198.


OSTEOCHONDROSIS: malformed cartilage in a joint, causing variable degrees of lameness; see page 238.


OSTEOSARCOMA: a bone cancer; see page 383.


PANCREATITIS: inflammation of the pancreas, causing severe abdominal pain and vomiting; see page 142.


PANNUS: an inflammatory disease of the eyes; see page 210.


PANOSTEITIS: bone inflammation in growing dogs; see page 237.


PATENT DUCTUS ARTERIOSUS: an abnormal connection between the pulmonary artery and the aorta; see page 258.


PHOSPHOFRUCTOKINASE DEFICIENCY: blood disease causing exercise intolerance, muscle cramps, and anemia; see page 355.


PITUITARY TUMOR: tumor in the part of the brain that regulates glands, such as the thyroid and adrenals; see pages 292 and 367.


PLATELET DEFICIENCY: blood disorder potentially leading to bruising or bleeding; see page 357.


PORTOSYSTEMIC SHUNT: blood vessel defect in the digestive tract that affects the brain: see page 263.


PROGRESSIVE RETINAL ATROPHY: a breakdown of the retina that leads to blindness; see page 215.


PULMONIC STENOSIS: a partial blockage of the pulmonary artery; see page 259.


PYLORIC STENOSIS: narrowing of the opening between the stomach and small intestine, potentially leading to vomiting; see page 135.


PYRUVATE KINASE DEFICIENCY: a condition causing anemia; see page 355.


RETINAL DYSPLASIA: malformation of the retina that can cause vision problems; see page 217.


SEBORRHEA: skin disease causing severe skin flaking and, sometimes, skin infections or hair loss; see page 106.


SEPARATION ANXIETY: fear of being alone; see page 179.


SKIN CANCER: any of several malignancies that target the skin; see page 382.


SPINAL DISK DISEASE: disk degeneration leading to pain, weakness, or paralysis; see page 248.


SQUAMOUS CELL CARCINOMA: a type of skin cancer; see page 382.


STOMACH CANCER: an often untreatable tumor; see page 385.


SYSTEMIC LUPUS ERYTHEMATOSUS: an immune-system attack on various organs; see page 244.


TAIL-FOLD DERMATITIS: skin irritation caused by moisture and bacteria accumulating in the folds around a docked tail; see page 102.


TESTICULAR TUMOR: cancer of a testicle; see page 387.


TETRALOGY OF FALLOT: a severe heart defect; see page 257.


UNDESCENDED TESTICLE: testicle that remains in the abdomen and is at higher risk of becoming cancerous; see page 346.


URATE URINE CRYSTALS: mineral deposits in the urine that can form urinary stones and cause blockages; see page 333.


URINARY STONES: rocklike mineral deposits in the kidneys or bladder that can cause pain and urinary blockages; see page 333.


URINARY TRACT INFECTION: an infection of the bladder or kidneys that often causes pain, blood in the urine, or straining to urinate; see page 329.


UVEODERMATOLOGIC SYNDROME: immune-system attack on the eyes and the skin, potentially leading to blindness; see page 210.


VALVE DISEASE: malformation or malfunction of one or more of the four heart valves; see pages 260 and 266.


VASCULAR RING ANOMALY: blood vessel defect that can constrict the esophagus and lead to regurgitation and pneumonia; see page 133.


VENTRICULAR SEPTAL DEFECT: a hole between the lower two chambers of the heart; see page 255.


VON WILLEBRAND’S DISEASE: a blood clotting deficiency; see page 358.


WOBBLER SYNDROME: instability of the neck vertebrae leading to pain, leg weakness, or paralysis; see page 247.





CHAPTER 2
Raising a Healthy Puppy


WATCH THAT PUPPY GROW! If you’ve just adopted a puppy, get ready for some big changes. In a single year, a puppy grows and matures from infancy to adolescence or even to young adulthood, depending on her eventual size. You’ll probably spend a lot of time in your vet’s office that first year, because puppies need a series of vaccine boosters between the ages of 8 and 17 weeks. Your puppy will also be tested and treated for intestinal parasites, started on heartworm prevention, and spayed or neutered. You can avoid additional trips to the vet by following this chapter’s guidelines on puppy nutrition, health, and safety.



PUPPY VACCINATIONS


“Why do puppies get so many shots, and which vaccines does my puppy really need?”


Puppies are vaccinated every 3 to 4 weeks, starting at age 7 or 8 weeks and finishing at 16 or 17 weeks. They are vaccinated several times rather than just once because the antibodies they receive from their mothers at birth interfere with their ability to produce their own antibodies in response to a vaccine. Exactly when the maternal antibodies lose their effectiveness varies with each puppy, so to avoid leaving a puppy unprotected during his vulnerable early months, vaccinations are started as early as maternal antibodies may begin fading and continued until the puppy’s own immune system is fully functional.
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