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How to use this ebook:


•  Every chapter begins with a table of contents to help guide you through the content.


•  Tap on blue headings or text to link to correlated content.


•  Within content, tap on blue headings to go back to nearest table of contents.


•  Double-tap on maps or images to zoom in.


•  All entries in the Index and Map Index are linked to specific content for quick navigation.
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Balloon Fiesta






WELCOME TO New Mexico



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


IF YOU HAVE . . .


New Mexico Road Trip


HOW TO PICK A PARK


GREEN CHILE AND SO MUCH MORE


BEST DRIVES


A Week in the Wild West


RETRO ROUTE 66 AND BEYOND


WEIRD AND WONDERFUL


Outdoor Adventures


Native New Mexico, Ancient and Modern


WHAT TO EXPECT AT A CEREMONIAL DANCE


There’s a reason it’s called the Land of Enchantment. The smells alone are entrancing enough: lilacs in spring, petrichor after summer monsoons, green chiles roasting at farmers markets in fall, and fragrant piñon crackling in woodstoves and kiva fireplaces. Listen, too, and you’ll hear what makes the state special: the deep boom of drums and jingle of bells at pueblo ceremonies, western tanagers warbling in the trees, and coyotes howling in the night. And that green chile adds a distinct taste to everything.


But none of that matches the majesty of what you see: austere mesas, sandstone canyons, and snowcapped mountain peaks. Straight above is a vast sky colored turquoise—just like the locally crafted jewelry. At night, stars paint the Milky Way.


New Mexico lives by different rules. Santa Fe is an adobe utopia where the economy seems to thrive on nothing but art and politics. Los Alamos is a city of scientists that changed the world, and half of Roswell, it seems, is still obsessed with an alleged UFO crash there in 1947. The state is home to some of the oldest settlements in the country and also to the world’s first spaceport for tourists.


Visitors might need time to adjust—to the altitude, certainly, and maybe also to the laid-back attitude. But there’s a point of entry for everyone. Outdoor adventurers can hike along mountainsides thick with yellow-leafed aspens and camp on surreal gypsum dunes. Culture mavens thrive in Santa Fe, with its world-class art scene and an eclectic calendar of international music. History buffs can explore the remnants of an ancient civilization at Chaco Canyon, spy ruts dug by wagon wheels on the Santa Fe Trail, or bunk down at a Route 66 motel.


At the end of the day, center yourself with a cold margarita and carne adovada with a kick—but there’s no guarantee you’ll shake off New Mexico’s spell.
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Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Taking in extraordinary landscapes at the Valles Caldera National Preserve, Carlsbad Caverns National Park, and White Sands National Park.
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2 Exploring the stepped adobe buildings of Taos Pueblo, the oldest continually inhabited community in the United States.
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3 Hiking, biking, and skiing your way through New Mexico’s endless outdoor adventures.
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4 Seeking out Native American culture, both the past at historic sights and the present at a ceremonial dance.
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5 Gallery-hopping on Canyon Road, the beating heart of Santa Fe’s art scene.
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6 Rafting the Rio Grande, from the surging waters of the Taos Box to the gentle currents downstream.
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7 Going on a balloon ride through New Mexico’s endless blue sky.
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8 Hitting the road on a two-week road trip to really explore the state or taking shorter scenic drives.
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9 Savoring creative and distinctive Southwest cuisine.
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10 Journeying back to the Wild West by visiting old forts, counting bullet holes in saloon ceilings, and tracing the fortunes of prospectors in ghost-town graveyards.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


Albuquerque


A modern Western city, Albuquerque sprawls over 189 sq mi (490 sq km) at the base of the Sandia Mountains. It’s proud of its Route 66 style, and it’s also preserving farmland along the Rio Grande and redesigning itself as a green city. Head north to Santa Fe via the ghost towns of the Turquoise Trail, the hot springs in the Jemez Mountains, or the eerie Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument.


Santa Fe


New Mexico’s picturesque capital has a human scale and a golden glow (partly from the loads of money spent here). Museums are a major draw—for state history, folk art, and more—as are the scores of galleries. Outside of town are the cliff dwellings at Bandelier National Monument; the solitary wilderness of the Valles Caldera; the red rock scenery of Abiquiu, which inspired painter Georgia O’Keeffe; and Los Alamos, birthplace of the A-bomb.


Taos


Taos melds artists, spiritual seekers, and ski bums—plus centuries-old American Indian and Spanish families. Make time to enjoy the atmosphere, cultivated in coffee shops and creative restaurants. A good day drive is the Enchanted Circle, a loop of two-lane roads with Wheeler Peak, the highest in New Mexico, at the center. Or head over the mountains to Chama, home to a historic steam train that forges the pass into Colorado.


Las Vegas and the Northeast


Las Vegas, aka Meadow City, is a well-preserved historic town, often used as a Western film set. From there the terrain, where the Santa Fe Trail once ran, is all shortgrass prairie, once the western edge of the Dust Bowl. To get a view, drive the spiral road up Capulin Volcano, and then soar up to the mountain towns of Raton and Cimarron and through the gorgeous Valle Vidal.


Navajo Nation and the Northwest


Stark volcanic landscapes, lonesome roads, tall mesas, and the multicolored hoodoos of the Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness—this is some of the most dramatic desert terrain in the state, along with its oldest cultures. This is where the Ancestral Puebloans flourished in Chaco Canyon, the Acoma live in Sky City, and where Gallup is the self-proclaimed American Indian capital.
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Las Cruces and the Southwest


This corner of the state has both the rugged Gila Wilderness and the mesmerizing Chihuahuan Desert. It’s a long drive between the river-fed farmland around Las Cruces and colorful, artsy Silver City, tucked in the mountains, but worth it—especially for its surfeit of outdoor adventures and excellent restaurants. Truth or Consequences reels in the curious, delivering hot springs and quirkiness.
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Mesilla in Las Cruces





Carlsbad Caverns and the Southeast


Parts of this area feel more like neighboring Texas: Flatland towns are dominated by the oil industry, and Texans flock to ski spots such as Ruidoso. Most visitors make a beeline to the unforgettable natural wonders of White Sands National Park and Carlsbad Caverns National Park.




If You Have . . .


• A WEEKEND: Immerse yourself in Santa Fe or Albuquerque.


• FIVE DAYS: Visit Santa Fe, with a day trip to Bandelier National Monument and an overnight trip to Taos.


• ONE WEEK: See one city and a quadrant of the state—Albuquerque plus the Navajo Nation in the northwest, for instance.





KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


High and Low Seasons


Summer, June-September, is high season in northern New Mexico, though it’s prettiest late in the season, when the so-called monsoon rains, which usually start in late June, have revived the landscape. Summer is the only time to hike at higher elevations, as snow finally melts, but lower elevations are baking and sleepy. Be prepared for a temperature drop from the 90s F (32-37°C) to as low as the 60s F (15-20°C) after sunset, especially outside of cities—and bring an umbrella.


Fall is the most beautiful time across the state, with crisp temperatures, clear skies, and brilliant leaves in the mountains. For New Mexico’s most temperate season, pack a sweater and a windbreaker to keep out the nighttime chill.


Winter is busy (and pricier) in ski towns like Taos, but traditional celebrations preceding Christmas are magical. Many sights are closed or have limited hours, however. Towns at lower elevations, such as Las Cruces and Carlsbad, remain balmy, and prices in these places hold steady year-round. Be prepared for temperatures below freezing, even in southern desert areas. If you think you’ll attend winter pueblo dances, pack mittens, long underwear, double-thick wool socks, and a hat with earflaps—there’s a lot of standing around outside.
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Valles Caldera National Preserve in winter





The cheaper shoulder seasons are March-May, and, to a lesser extent, November, before ski season starts. Spring is perhaps the harshest time in the state. Weather can be extreme, switching from snowfall and mud to dry, hot winds (pack boots for rural or muddy areas, and a clean pair of shoes for around town). But it is generally the best season for river rafting.


Be prepared for a wide range of temperatures whenever you go, and always pack sunglasses, sunscreen, and a brimmed hat. Local “formal” wear is only clean jeans and boots; when visiting churches and pueblos, women should cover their shoulders.


Advance Reservations


New Mexico is mostly a just-show-up kind of place, but a few experiences require some forethought.


• Attending a ceremonial dance is worth planning a trip around. Dances are held at New Mexico pueblos year-round. Check the schedules for those near Albuquerque and Santa Fe, as well as for Taos and Zuni, Laguna, and Acoma Pueblos in advance.


• The Georgia O’Keeffe Home in Abiquiu is open to guided tours mid-March to mid-September. Book at least a month in advance.


• Online ticket sales for the Santa Fe Opera start in October for the following July and August summer season. Book in the winter for the best seat selection.


• Accommodations in the Taos Ski Valley can be hard to come by during the winter months. Reserve your stay a couple of months out if you plan on hitting the slopes.


• Book a hotel 6-8 months ahead if you plan to visit during Santa Fe’s Spanish Market (July) or the Santa Fe Indian Market (August), the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta (October), or Santa Fe’s Christmas festivities.
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Christmas on Canyon Road in Santa Fe





• Visiting the extraordinary land art The Lightning Field requires advance overnight reservations (May-Oct.; $150-250 pp). Booking for the season starts in March; if your preferred dates are full, ask to be put on a waiting list.


Museum Pass


The New Mexico CulturePass ($30) is good for 12 months and grants onetime access to all 15 state-run museums and historic sites. This includes four Santa Fe institutions—the New Mexico Museum of Art, the New Mexico History Museum, the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, and the Museum of International Folk Art—as well as two in Albuquerque (the National Hispanic Cultural Center and the Museum of Natural History and Science), and the Coronado and Jemez historic sites. It also covers attractions farther afield, in Las Cruces, Alamogordo, and more—great if you’re a state resident or you’re already planning a longer return visit within the year. Purchase the pass at any of the state’s museums or historic sites.
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New Mexico Road Trip


TOP EXPERIENCE


You could conceivably explore New Mexico for a month or so, seeking out ever more obscure locales, but a two-week road trip gives enough time to appreciate the distinct character of the cities and enjoy the more isolated treats that taking the back roads affords. This itinerary involves a lot of driving to cover the state’s most scenic routes, but you’ll still have plenty of opportunity for leisurely lunches and on-the-ground activities.


Day 1


Albuquerque


Arrive at Albuquerque’s Sunport airport; transfer to a hotel in the city or one of the rural-feeling bed-and-breakfasts in the North Valley. Have drinks and dinner in Nob Hill.


Day 2


Albuquerque to Gallup


150 MI (240 KM); 3 HOURS


Visit the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, and then head west to Acoma Pueblo. Have lunch in Grants and stay the night in Gallup.


Day 3


Gallup to Abiquiu


220 MI (355 KM); 4.5 HOURS


Get an early start for the long, bumpy ride along the dirt road to Chaco Culture National Historical Park. When you’re done exploring, grab a late lunch at El Bruno’s in Cuba, then take Highway 96 over the mountains to Abiquiu, where you’ll spend the night.


Day 4


Abiquiu to Santa Fe


95 MI (155 KM); 2.5 HOURS


If you like hiking, explore Abiquiu’s red rocks at Ghost Ranch or drive down the road to Bandelier National Monument. If you prefer the city, head straight in to Santa Fe and the excellent museums around the plaza. In either case, stay the night there, at the classic La Fonda or the Native American-owned Hotel Santa Fe.




How to Pick a Park


















	Park Name

	Location

	Why Go










	Petroglyph National Monument

	west of Albuquerque

	centuries-old carvings in volcanic rock






	Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument

	central New Mexico

	adobe and sandstone missions






	Pecos National Historical Park

	southeast of Santa Fe

	pueblo and Franciscan mission remnants






	Bandelier National Monument

	northern New Mexico

	cavates and kivas






	Fort Union National Monument

	northeastern New Mexico

	19th-century fortifications






	Capulin Volcano National Monument

	northeastern New Mexico

	conical mountaintop with crater vents






	El Malpais National Monument

	west of Albuquerque

	lava fields and red sandstone cliffs






	El Morro National Monument

	western New Mexico

	Zuni carvings and settler-etched graffiti






	Aztec Ruins National Monument

	northwestern New Mexico

	Ancestral Puebloan ruins with a great kiva






	Chaco Culture National Historical Park

	northwestern New Mexico

	dramatic and remote Ancestral Puebloan city






	Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument

	southwestern New Mexico

	cliffside caves






	
Carlsbad Caverns National Park

	southeastern New Mexico

	stalagmites and stalactites






	White Sands National Park

	south-central New Mexico

	gypsum sand dunes












Day 5


Santa Fe


Take in Santa Fe’s contemporary culture, with shopping, gallery-hopping, or a visit to the description-defying House of Eternal Return. Round out a colorful day with dinner at Café Pasqual’s.


Day 6


Santa Fe to Taos


75 MI (120 KM); 2 HOURS


Head to Taos via the high road, with stops at the Santuario de Chimayó, where you can also pick up some delicious tamales, and in the villages of Truchas and Las Trampas. Settle into your hotel in Taos after a de rigueur margarita at the Adobe Bar.


Day 7


Taos


Start with an early visit to San Francisco de Asís Church, followed by breakfast at Michael’s Kitchen. Then head to the Taos Art Museum at Fechin House for background on the town’s art scene. Spend the afternoon at Taos Pueblo, followed by a local-produce dinner at The Love Apple.
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San Francisco de Asís Church in Taos





Day 8


Taos to Las Vegas


150 MI (240 KM); 3 HOURS


Drive the first leg of the Enchanted Circle, turning east at Eagle Nest to reach Cimarron. Have lunch at Blü Dragonfly Brewing, then head down to Las Vegas via I-25. Check in at the Plaza Hotel, then walk up Bridge Street and over to The Skillet for dinner.


Day 9


Las Vegas to Carlsbad


270 MI (435 KM); 4.5 HOURS


Today is a long day of driving, but you’ll pass through pretty old villages and plains. Have a late lunch at the Cowboy Café in Roswell, and visit the International UFO Museum & Research Center or the Anderson Museum of Contemporary Art. Drive down to Carlsbad for dinner at Danny’s Place BBQ and bunk down at Trinity Hotel & Suites.


Day 10


Carlsbad to Cloudcroft


180 MI (290 KM); 3.5 HOURS


Head out early to Carlsbad Caverns National Park. From there, drive west up into the mountains to Cloudcroft. Kick back and take in the view at the Western Bar & Café, before settling in for the night at the Burro Street Boardinghouse.


Day 11


Cloudcroft to Las Cruces


90 MI (145 KM); 1.5 HOURS


Head west to White Sands National Park, winding up in Las Cruces that evening. Tour historic Mesilla on foot and enjoy an evening meal at La Posta.


Day 12


Las Cruces to Albuquerque


225 MI (360 KM); 3.5 HOURS


Drive up I-25 to return to Albuquerque, stopping in Truth or Consequences for coffee and a snack and a dip in the hot springs. Plan on a green-chile cheeseburger for lunch at the Owl Bar & Café in San Antonio. You should be in Albuquerque by nightfall—check out the scene downtown.


Days 13-14


Albuquerque


Take it easy on Day 13, and take one last look at the Southwestern scenery, either with a hot-air balloon ride at dawn or a tram ride to Sandia Peak at sunset.


On Day 14, fuel up for your flight with breakfast at The Frontier, where you can also grab some house-made tortillas to take home.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Green Chile and So Much More


BEST TRADITIONAL NEW MEXICAN


“Red or green?” is the official state question, the dilemma diners face when they order anything that can be drowned in an earthy red-chile sauce or a chunky, vegetal green one. Hint: Choose “Christmas” if you can’t decide.


• Mary & Tito’s Café: An Albuquerque institution, this family restaurant was named a James Beard American Classic in 2009. Red chile is the star here.


• Pueblo Restaurant: In the category of restaurants in a gas station, this one in San Felipe Pueblo is a winner. It serves big enchilada platters, as well as pueblo favorites like blue-corn mush.


• Tia Sophia’s: The alleged inventors of the breakfast burrito, in Santa Fe.


• Zuly’s: A dreamy, rich, deep-red sauce bathes enchiladas and burritos at this café in the bucolic village of Dixon.


• El Bruno’s: This restaurant in Cuba processes all of its green chile by hand.


BEST GREEN-CHILE CHEESEBURGER


• Burger Boy: Just outside Albuquerque but feeling much further removed, this Cedar Crest standby prepares a green-chile burger that is tender and oh so tasty.


• Bang Bite: The wait is more than worth it at this orange food truck that draws long lines with its signature roasted five-chile blend burger.


• Santa Fe Bite: This casual restaurant grinds its own meat and shapes its enormous—and fabled—burgers by hand.


• Laguna Burger: Devotees regularly drive to Laguna Pueblo for these GCCBs made from fresh, never frozen meat.


• Owl Bar & Café: A two-fer in the village of San Antonio—not only the old-school Owl, but also rival Buckhorn Burgers, right across the street.


• Sparky’s: The green chile can’t get any fresher at this Hatch institution whose cheeseburger is seasoned with a secret family recipe.


BEST LOCAL AND ORGANIC


• Campo: The restaurant at Los Poblanos Historic Inn serves a few perfect dishes each evening; overnight here for the full farm-life experience in Albuquerque.


• Café Pasqual’s: This Santa Fe institution has been serving New Mexican and international dishes with organic ingredients since the late 1970s.


• Vinaigrette: This “salad bistro” in Santa Fe and Albuquerque grows its own greens on a Tesuque farm and can vouch for every ingredient on its menu.


• The Love Apple: At this candlelit New Mexican bistro, a chalkboard displays the sourced ingredients: Tucumcari cheese, Pecos beef, and more.


• The Shed: Breakfast and lunch never disappoint at this unfussy Las Cruces standby—even the homemade bread is enough to pine for.







TOP EXPERIENCE


Best Drives


There’s hardly a bad road in New Mexico, but these drives are outstanding.


• Turquoise Trail (55 mi/89 km; 1.5 hours): From Albuquerque to Santa Fe, Highway 14 offers great vistas around every curve and ghost towns to break up the drive.


• Highway 4 (32 mi/51 km; 1 hour): Highway 4 through Jemez Springs to the Valles Caldera is especially good in fall, with yellow aspens highlighted against red rock.


• US 84 (93 mi/149 km; 1.75 hours): North of Santa Fe, ascend through the red rocks of Abiquiu, then past the Brazos Cliffs near Tierra Amarilla.


• La Frontera del Llano Scenic Byway (26 mi/42 km; 30 minutes): Highway 39 zigzags across the northeastern plains from Roy to Abbott, with pronghorns and the remnants of homesteads along the way, on the southern portion of this scenic byway.


• Highway 72 (37 mi/60 km; 1 hour): This tiny road between Raton and Folsom soars over the bucolic Johnson Mesa.


• US 180 (98 mi/158 km; 2 hours): From Silver City to Reserve, this highway passes largely through the Gila National Forest.


• Sunspot Highway (16 mi/26 km; 30 minutes): Highway 6563 winds south from Cloudcroft to Sunspot Solar Observatory, with White Sands visible below.


• Historic Route 66 (350 mi/565 km; 7 hours): Pieces of I-40 frontage road and more remote detours make up the decommissioned Mother Road, passing vintage Americana motels, diners, and more along the way.
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A Week in the Wild West


TOP EXPERIENCE


Gunslingers, cattle rustlers, and Apache warriors made New Mexico a colorful, if violent, place in the 19th century, and relics of that frontier lifestyle are still visible everywhere. History buffs can visit old forts, count bullet holes in saloon ceilings, and trace the fortunes of prospectors in ghost-town graveyards. Though the major cities have their share of history, this route takes you away from the modern centers and into emptier quarters. It can be expanded with a stop in Santa Fe or a more leisurely pace up to Las Vegas (Highway 3, which connects I-40 to I-25, for instance, is exceptionally pretty, if a bit out of the way).


Day 1


Arrive in Albuquerque. Take in the western sunset at the base of the Sandia Peak Tramway, in the foothills, and then come back to the center of the city for dinner at the appropriately named and Western-themed restaurant The Frontier. Bed down at Los Poblanos Historic Inn, amid horse farms in the North Valley.


Day 2


Head southeast to Mountainair and the rustic-bizarre Shaffer Hotel; you’ll also pass the Salinas Pueblo Missions. By midafternoon you should be in Lincoln, where Billy the Kid earned his greatest notoriety. Tour the buildings of the Lincoln Historic Site, and then settle in for the evening at one of the guest homes or suites at the Hurd La Rinconada Gallery in San Patricio.


Day 3


After breakfast, you’re headed north to Fort Sumner to see Billy the Kid’s grave and a memorial to Navajo internment in the 1860s. Take an afternoon dip in the Blue Hole in Santa Rosa to fortify yourself for the last leg of the drive, to Las Vegas, where you’ll stay and dine at the grand Plaza Hotel.


Day 4


Tour the Meadow City’s historic buildings in the morning, with lunch at Abraham’s Tiendita, then head for sprawling Fort Union National Monument in the afternoon—the slanting sun should highlight the ruts of the Santa Fe Trail off to one side. Return to Las Vegas for the evening.
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Fort Union National Monument





Day 5


I-25 north takes you to Raton, where you turn east to Capulin Volcano National Monument, which affords a commanding view over the plains. Loop back via Folsom (site of numerous train robberies) and the awesome, empty expanse of Johnson Mesa. Have a late lunch in Raton at 111 Park and then cruise on to Cimarron, where you’ll spend the night in the spooky St. James Hotel.


Day 6


Depending on your interests, hang out in Cimarron in the morning until the Old Aztec Mill Museum opens, or make a beeline through dramatic Cimarron Canyon to Eagle Nest and on to Taos. The long way around the Enchanted Circle yields the best views and takes you past abandoned Elizabethtown, site of the state’s first gold rush. In Red River, the scene is livelier. Bars play both kinds of music (country and western). Spend the night in Taos at the historic Taos Inn or Hotel La Fonda de Taos. Both wear their years well.


Day 7


Drive south back to Albuquerque via the low road and, if you have the time, the Turquoise Trail—stop in Cerrillos, which has been used as a Western film set, and eat at the Black Bird Saloon, which looks like one. If you don’t have to meet a flight out, plan on stopping in Madrid, too, for a burger or a beer at the Mine Shaft Tavern.
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Mine Shaft Tavern in Madrid







Retro Route 66 and Beyond


“Get your kicks,” advises Nat King Cole’s classic anthem of the Mother Road. Though officially decommissioned, Route 66 (now traced by I-40) is still alive in New Mexico in the form of neon signs and cruising culture. And even off that iconic highway, many parts of the state foster nostalgia for the mid-20th century.


DRIVE-IN MOVIE MAGIC


• Hit the road, preferably in a convertible, to enjoy good old-fashioned fun like a drive-in movie theater in Las Vegas (summers only).


• The car is still king in Clovis, where you’ll find original drive-ins, such as Foxy, complete with carhops—this is the way burgers and fries were meant to be eaten.


ROCKIN’ HISTORY


• Hot-rod fans can see one of Elvis’s Caddies at B-Square Ranch in Farmington—the taxidermy museum here also seems like a relic of another age.


• Clovis is where 1950s crooner Buddy Holly recorded his early hits—check out the Norman & Vi Petty Rock & Roll Museum, or plan a trip for the September Clovis Draggin’ Main Music Festival.


DESSERT DETOURS


• Capture the real spirit of a road trip by heading out US 60 to remote Pie Town, so named because it served intrepid motorists sweets in the 1930s. Several cafés keep this slice (pun intended) of Americana alive with mixed berry, chocolate cream, and more at the ready.


• Truth or Consequences is home to the wonderfully named Passion Pie Café, creator of the Passionate Pear Wafflewich, an exquisite combination of sweet and savory ingredients that very much elevates the sum of its parts. There are other waffle sandwiches to tempt you and plenty of pies and baked goods, too.


MOTOR LODGES


• Relive the legacy of Route 66 at the evocative El Vado Motel in Albuquerque.


• In Raton, the Budget Host Melody Lane Motel has vintage saunas in the rooms.


• El Rancho Hotel in Gallup hosted Ronald Reagan and other Western movie stars.


• In Truth or Consequences (a town named for a 1950s radio show), the owners of Blackstone Hotsprings have decorated rooms as homages to The Twilight Zone and Lucille Ball. Sleep tight, and dream of the charm of yesteryear.


• In Tucumcari, tuck yourself into 1939 at the Blue Swallow Motel or the slightly newer Motel Safari.







Weird and Wonderful


Sometimes New Mexico feels like an entirely different planet. Here’s where to see the state at its most eccentric.


MADRID


It’s pronounced MAD-rid, which gives you an idea about this ghost-town-turned-gallery-strip’s wacky residents, who have brought the place back from the dead since the 1970s. South of here is Tinkertown Museum, a miniature wonderland whittled from wood, cobbled together from bottle caps and bits of string.


LOS ALAMOS


This mesa-top town is where the atomic bomb was devised and scientists still toil in secrecy; museums here present different takes on what that impact means. After visiting “the Hill,” take a trip way down south to Trinity Site, where the bomb was first tested in July 1945; it’s open to visitors only two days a year.


SANTA FE AND TAOS


Poll your fellow hot-tubbers at Ten Thousand Waves about their past lives, or ask your neighbor at the World Cup coffee shop if he can hear the “Taos hum”. Take a trip to another dimension at the House of Eternal Return, or check out the Greater World Earthship Development, an off-the-grid outpost where the buildings crafted from beer cans and tires look straight off a Star Wars set.


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES


From its attention-grabbing name (a 1950 publicity stunt) to its downtown of hot baths, odd shops, and the labyrinthine Geronimo Springs Museum, this is a small town with more than its share of character.


PLAINS OF SAN AGUSTÍN


If Roswell gets you in the mood to peer into the solar system, cruise out to this installation of radio telescopes that make up the Very Large Array. They don’t actually receive messages from across the galaxy, but the images they take of deep space are illuminating all the same.


ROSWELL


Ever have cryptic dreams about green creatures with big heads and long, skinny arms? You’ll feel right at home at the International UFO Museum & Research Center, where alien visitations are treated as a matter of course. The work at the outstanding Anderson Museum of Contemporary Art depicts all manner of alternate realities.
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Outdoor Adventures


TOP EXPERIENCE


Marked by jagged mountains, endless and impossibly blue skies, and flora that endures against all odds, New Mexico has a primal beauty that can impact you to your core. Snowcapped peaks loom over arid deserts, and you can spot hardy animals, odd birds, and stunning rock formations everywhere in between. The sheer vastness of the scenery is intoxicating; the adventures that await you here are suitably epic.


Every corner of the state holds activities that can give you a lifetime of memories, but due to long driving distances, you’re better off focusing your exploration on a specific part of the state. This way, you’ll spend less time in the car and more time immersing yourself in the landscape.


Albuquerque


Hot-Air Ballooning


As you drift silently over Albuquerque, unmatched views open up in all directions—there’s simply no better way to take in the Sandia Mountains and the Rio Grande.


Santa Fe


Hiking and Snowshoeing in the Valles Caldera National Preserve


The pristine backcountry of the 13-mi-wide (21-km) Valles Caldera National Preserve beckons with mountain streams, thick alpine forests, and herds of elk grazing seemingly endless lush meadows. Whether you’re planning a day hike in summer or a snowshoe trek in winter, every season is beautiful here.


Taos


Rafting the Taos Box


Steep canyon walls loom alongside the 16 mi (26 km) of surging waters of the Taos Box; the only way out is to negotiate the increasingly wild rapids that provide thrills and gasps in equal measure.


Skiing and Hiking at Taos Ski Valley


With bunny slopes and double-black-diamond runs, this world-class ski resort has it all, including stunning scenery and a German beer garden to boot. Hiking trails offer access to the beautiful mountain vistas in summer.


Navajo Nation and the Northwest


Trekking in the Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness


Top-heavy hoodoos—precarious, windswept sandstone towers—are the hallmark of this barren landscape south of Farmington. There are no trails and no services, and virtually no other hikers, so come prepared with plenty of water, a compass, and an appreciation for solitude.


Las Cruces and the Southwest


Stargazing at the Cosmic Campground


With some of the clearest skies in North America, just about anywhere outside of the larger population areas in New Mexico is ideal for stargazing. To get the fullest picture of the Milky Way, set up camp and admire the breathtaking view at the Cosmic Campground, an International Dark Sky Sanctuary nestled in the southwestern part of the state.


Biking in the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument


Miles of single-track and dirt roads against a backdrop of some of the most rugged desert terrain in the state make this relatively new national monument a top destination for mountain bikers in the southern part of the state. From technical challenges to scenery that never fails to induce wonder, this vast protected area has it all.


Carlsbad Caverns and the Southeast


Diving and Swimming in the Blue Hole


It’s not often you see scuba divers replete with an oxygen tank and fins in the middle of the desert, but it’s fair to say the Blue Hole is no ordinary dive spot. Clear and temperate year-round, the pool is over 80 ft (24 m) deep and fed by a natural spring. Whether or not you’d like to gear up at the adjacent dive shop, it’s a great spot for a swim—particularly on a scorching summer afternoon.


Caving in Carlsbad Caverns National Park


Go deeper—literally—than the average day-tripper by signing up for the hardcore Spider Cave tour, on which you’ll wiggle through tiny tunnels into lofty halls. The park supplies helmets and headlamps, but it’s BYOB: bring your own batteries. Handily, the temperature underground holds steady year-round; just book ahead during peak summer months.


Walking in White Sands National Park


A sunset walk—especially one led by a ranger—is one of the more magical ways to take in this impossibly white landscape and learn how it formed. Take time as well to hike the mesmerizing Alkali Flat Trail into the heart of the park, where waves of gypsum dunes undulate into the distance.
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Native New Mexico, Ancient and Modern


TOP EXPERIENCE


The culture that developed before the arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century can be experienced across the state in pueblos, in settlements long since abandoned, and in excellent museums that hold some of the state’s finest treasures. Definitely try to schedule around a dance ceremony at a pueblo, as you’ll see the living culture. If you’re serious about purchasing art and jewelry, you may want to time your visit with the Santa Fe Indian Market, which takes place every August and showcases more than 1,100 artisans. But you’ll also have a chance to buy directly from craftspeople in Zuni, Acoma, Crownpoint, and Santa Fe. If you have the time, you could also head south of Albuquerque to the Salinas Pueblo Missions, the Gila Cliff Dwellings, and the Bosque Redondo Memorial at Fort Sumner.


Albuquerque


The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center should be your first stop, for its good museum and information on all the American Indian settlements. Also pay a quick visit to Petroglyph National Monument to see ancient rock carvings and Coronado Historic Site to see inside a painted kiva. The Hyatt Regency Tamaya resort nearby is owned by Santa Ana Pueblo.
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Petroglyph National Monument





Santa Fe


Check out the modern arts scene at the Museum of Contemporary Native Arts and the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, as well as several galleries representing pueblo artists. And don’t miss the jewelry vendors under the portal at the Palace of the Governors. A short drive away are the ruins at Bandelier National Monument and the Puyé Cliff Dwellings, where Santa Clara residents lead the tours.




TOP EXPERIENCE


What to Expect at a Ceremonial Dance


Visiting a pueblo for a ceremonial dance or feast-day celebration is one of the most memorable parts of a trip to New Mexico. But it’s important to remember that a pueblo dance is not at all for the benefit of tourists. It is a ceremony and a religious ritual, not a performance—you are a guest, not a member of an audience.


Keep this in mind as a guide to your own behavior. Dress respectfully—the focus should always be on the dancers. Applause is not appropriate, nor is conversation during the dance. Discussions in between dances should be kept to a low level. Queries about the meaning of the dances are generally not appreciated. Never walk in the dance area, and try not to block the view of pueblo residents. The kivas, as holy spaces, are always off-limits to outsiders. During feast days, some pueblo residents may open their doors to visitors, perhaps for a snack or drink—but be considerate of others who may also want to visit, and don’t stay too long. Photography is strictly forbidden at dances (sometimes with the exception of Los Matachines, which is not a religious ritual). Don’t even think about trying to sneak a shot with your smartphone, as tribal police will be more than happy to confiscate it.


On a practical level, be prepared for a lot of waiting around. Start times are always approximate, and everything depends on when the dancers are done with their kiva rituals. There will usually be a main, seasonal dance—such as the corn dance at the summer solstice—followed by several others. If you go in the winter, dress warmly, but in layers. Ceremonies often start inside the close-packed, overheated church, and then dances often proceed outside in the cold.


You can learn more about ceremonial dances in the following areas:


• Albuquerque


• Santa Fe


• Taos


• Acoma and Laguna Pueblos






Taos



Taos Pueblo has endured for centuries and is inhabited to this day. If your visit doesn’t coincide with a ceremonial dance there, stop by the Kachina Lodge in the early evening to see a demonstration performance (summer only)—but it’s better to stay the night across the road at El Pueblo Lodge, a well-tended motel.


Acoma Pueblo


West of Albuquerque, this dramatic fortress village atop a mesa is accessible only by guided tour. At the base is an excellent cultural museum, which displays the pueblo’s specialty, delicate white pottery painted with fine black lines. You can grab Indian fry bread or lamb stew here, or have lunch down the road in Grants.


Zuni Pueblo


This is the only pueblo where you can stay overnight, at the Inn at Halona. It’s also the source of beautiful jewelry. Take a walking tour of the mission church, with its resplendent kachina murals, and check out the A:shíwi A:wan Museum and Heritage Center. The dance ritual Shalako, in late November or early December, is amazing, but you must book at the inn many months ahead.


Gallup


Hosting a huge annual powwow, Gallup has the largest Native population in the state, as well as the small Navajo Code Talkers Exhibit in the Gallup Cultural Center. Visit on a Saturday for the funky and diverse flea market. About an hour’s drive away is Crownpoint, which hosts a monthly rug auction—a must-visit even if you don’t intend to buy anything.


Shiprock and Farmington


Head into the Navajo Nation via US 491, passing the Toadlena Trading Post, which displays beautiful rugs. Shiprock offers another chance at a flea market, or traditional mutton stew at the fast-food joints—or hold out until Farmington and AshKii’s Navajo Grill.


Farmington is usually the base for visiting Chaco Culture National Historical Park, a little over 2 hours south—though you’ll get more out of the experience by camping at the site under starry skies.
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Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S ABQ Trolley Co.: Take the best city tour in the state, aboard an open-sided, faux-adobe tram, with lively, knowledgeable owners sharing Albuquerque lore (click here).


S KiMo Theatre: A fantasia of Southwestern decorative styles and downtown’s showpiece, this former cinema and now more variegated arts space is one of the few examples of Pueblo Deco style (click here).
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S Sandia Peak Tramway: Zip up the world’s longest single-cable tram to the crest of the mountain that looms over the east side of Albuquerque for vertigo-inducing views across the whole metro area (click here).


S Petroglyph National Monument: Basalt boulders throughout the city’s West Mesa are covered with several thousand fine rock carvings etched centuries ago by the ancestors of the local Pueblo people (click here).


S Ballooning: In the country’s hot-air balloon capital, enjoy a dawn flight—or at least witness hundreds of brightly colored balloons take part in the wildly popular Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta (click here).


S Tinkertown Museum: An enthralling collection of one man’s lifetime of whittling projects, this folk-art exhibit delights kids and adults alike (click here).


S Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument: Break up the otherwise unremarkable freeway drive to Santa Fe with a hike in this eerie canyon landscape marked by dozens of bleached-white conical formations (click here).





As a tourist destination, Albuquerque has long labored in the shadow of the arts meccas to the north, but times are changing—and rightly so. The Duke City is fun, down-to-earth, and affordable.


If Santa Fe is the “City Different” (a moniker Albuquerqueans, or Burqueños, razz for its pretentiousness), then New Mexico’s largest city, with a population of 900,000 in the greater metro area, is proudly the “City Indifferent,” unconcerned with fads and fanciful facades.


The city does have its pockets of historic charm—they’re just not visible from the arteries of I-40 and I-25, which intersect in the center in a graceful tangle of turquoise-trimmed bridges. Albuquerque was founded three centuries ago, its cumbersome name that of a Spanish nobleman (hence its nickname, the Duke City). But its character is the product of later eras: the post-1880 downtown district; the University of New Mexico campus, built in the early 20th century by John Gaw Meem, the architect who defined Pueblo Revival style; and Route 66, the highway that joined Albuquerque to Chicago, Illinois, and Los Angeles, California, in 1926.




One Day in Albuquerque


MORNING


Start your day early with city’s most iconic outing: a hot-air balloon ride at sunrise. You’ll be rewarded with sweeping vistas of the Sandia Mountains, the Rio Grande, and beyond. Once back on the ground, drive across town to The Frontier for a hearty breakfast. Finish the morning out with a visit to the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center to take in the fascinating exhibits on the 19 pueblos in New Mexico.


AFTERNOON


The center’s Indian Pueblo Kitchen, with its menu featuring dishes such as Indian tacos, chile and cornbread, and blue corn enchiladas, makes a perfect spot for lunch. From there, drive west over the Rio Grande to the Petroglyph National Monument to see rock carvings of lizards, birds, and other animals that date back several centuries. After your hike, head north on the pastoral Corrales Road Scenic Byway to the historic village of Corrales, home to the Folk Gothic Old San Ysidro Church and Casa San Ysidro, full of an exquisite collection of crafts and antiques.


EVENING


Treat yourself with a dinner of seasonal specialties made with local ingredients at Campo in the Los Poblanos Historic Inn. After your feast, drive east to the mountains and ride the Sandia Peak Tramway to catch the light of the setting sun fanning across the Duke City. If you fancy a nightcap before calling it a day, make for the Hotel Andaluz’s lobby; if you can reserve a cozy Casbah in advance, all the better.





Spread out on either side of the Rio Grande, from volcanic mesas on the west to the foothills of the Sandia Mountains along the east, Albuquerque has accessible hiking and biking trails that run through diverse landscapes. In the morning, you can stroll under centuries-old cottonwood trees near the wide, muddy river; in the afternoon, you can hike along the edge of a windswept mountain range with views across the vast empty land beyond the city grid. And at the end of the day, you’ll see Albuquerque’s most remarkable feature, the dramatic light show on the Sandia Mountains—Spanish for “watermelon,” for the bright pink hue they turn at sundown.


The city is also an excellent base for exploring the many interesting pueblos and natural attractions nearby. In the Manzano Mountains southeast of town, for instance, lie the remnants of a series of pueblos, last inhabited during the early years of the Spanish conquest. The road that links them also winds past a canyon known for its fall colors and a historic hotel in a distinctly New Mexican style.


Albuquerque is also just an hour’s drive from Santa Fe, with easy day trips or scenic drives through the mountains in between. The most direct route is I-25, which cuts through dramatic rolling hills; take a short detour to Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument, where pointed white rocks tower above a narrow canyon. Beginning east of Albuquerque, the historic Turquoise Trail winds along the back side of the Sandias, then through the former mining town of Madrid, resettled as an arts colony, with galleries occupying the cabins built against the black, coal-rich hills. The most roundabout route north is along the Jemez Mountain Trail, a scenic byway northwest of Albuquerque through the brick-red rocks surrounding Jemez Pueblo, then past natural hot springs.
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ORIENTATION



Albuquerque’s greater metro area covers more than 100 sq mi (260 sq km), but visitors will likely see only a handful of neighborhoods, all linked by Central Avenue (historic Route 66), the main east-west thoroughfare across town. The free Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART; www.cabq.gov) offers bus options along Central Avenue.


A few blocks from the Rio Grande, which runs north-south through the city, the Old Town makes for an ideal introduction to the city. The best museums are clustered here, and the area exudes history without feeling overly manufactured. East from Old Town lies downtown, with most of the city’s bars and clubs, along with the bus and train depots. Immediately to the east, the aptly named East Downtown (more commonly known as EDo) neighborhood, bordered by Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue to the north and Coal Avenue to the south, holds historic homes and some of the city’s better restaurants. Central Avenue continues under I-25 and past the University of New Mexico campus, followed by the lively Nob Hill district, which occupies about 10 blocks of Central. Taking Louisiana Boulevard NE north from here will bring you through the largely nondescript shopping district known as Uptown. After this, the rest of Albuquerque blurs into the broad area known as the Northeast Heights; the main attractions up this way are hiking trails in the foothills and the Sandia Peak Tramway. The other notable parts of town—technically, separate villages—are Los Ranchos de Albuquerque and Corrales. These are two districts in the North Valley—the stretch of the river north of Central Avenue—that contain a few of the city’s better lodging options; from Old Town, head north on Rio Grande Boulevard to reach Los Ranchos, then jog west over the river and north again to Corrales.


To keep your bearings, remember that the mountains run along the east side of the city. Street addresses are followed by the city quadrant (NE, NW, SE, SW); the axes are Central Avenue and 1st Street. When locals talk about “the Big I,” they mean the relatively central point where I-40 and I-25 intersect.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Precisely because it’s not so full of must-see historic attractions, Albuquerque fares best as the primary focus of a trip, so you have time to enjoy the natural setting, the food, and the people. It makes financial sense, too: Your money will go further here than it will farther north, especially when it comes to hotels, which offer great value and don’t dramatically hike rates for summer high season, as is standard in Taos and Santa Fe. Ideally, you would spend a leisurely three days here, soaking up a little Route 66 neon, enjoying the downtown entertainment, hiking in the Sandias, taking scenic drives, and bicycling along the Rio Grande.


But if you’re also planning to visit other parts of the state, it is difficult to recommend more than a couple of days in Albuquerque—preferably on the way out, as the city’s modern, get-real attitude is best appreciated after you’ve been in the adobe dreamland of Santa Fe for a bit. Spend a day cruising the neighborhoods along Central Avenue, and for a last dose of open sky, take the tramway up to Sandia Crest and hike along the Crest Trail. At the end of your trip, the altitude will likely be more manageable.


In the city proper, the weather for most of the year is enjoyable. Winters are mild in the low basin around the river, though the Sandias often get heavy snow. Fire season is generally from April through June, though it can last longer if the monsoon rains start late in July. Note that a summer day here can be 5-10°F (3-6°C) hotter than farther north, though, as elsewhere in the state the heat of July and August is usually broken by heavy afternoon rainstorms. And because Albuquerque is seldom at the top of tourists’ lists, there’s never a time when it’s unpleasantly mobbed.


Sights


Most sightseeing destinations are along or near Central Avenue (historic Route 66), with the remaining sights scattered elsewhere in the greater metro area.


OLD TOWN


Until the railroad arrived in 1880, this wasn’t just the old town—it was the only town. The labyrinthine old adobes have been repurposed as souvenir emporiums and galleries; the city’s major museums are nearby on Mountain Road. Despite the chile-pepper magnets and cheap cowboy hats, the residential areas surrounding the shady plaza retain a strong Hispano flavor, and the historic Old Town buildings have a certain endearing scruffiness—they’re lived-in, not polished.
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S ABQ Trolley Co.



GOOGLE MAP


800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW; 505/240-8000; www.tourabq.com; Apr.-Oct. and occasionally in Dec.


To cruise the major attractions in town and get oriented, put yourself in the hands of the excellent locally owned and operated ABQ Trolley Co.—even if you’re not normally the bus-tour type. The difference here is, first of all, in the bus itself: in summer, a goofy faux-adobe open-sided trolley-bus; in winter, a stealthy black van. But much more important are the enthusiastic owners, who give the tours themselves. Their love of the city is clear as they wave at pedestrians and tell stories about onetime Albuquerque resident and Microsoft founder Bill Gates.
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ABQ Trolley Co.





All tours depart from the Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town. The 120-minute tour (10am and noon daily; $35) runs through downtown and some off-the-beaten-track old neighborhoods, passing many TV and movie locations. Buy tickets online to guarantee a spot; the tickets also get you discounts around town, so it’s good to do this early in your visit.


ABQ BioPark


505/768-2000; www.cabq.gov/biopark; 9am-5pm daily; $10-15


The earnest ABQ BioPark is made up of several components, linked by parkland along the river. On the riverbank just west of Old Town are an aquarium and botanical gardens (2601 Central Ave. NW). The aquarium is small but well stocked, with a giant shark tank and displays on underwater life from the Gulf of Mexico and up the Rio Grande. The well-conceived adjoining gardens include a desert hothouse, a butterfly habitat, a Japanese garden, a garden railroad, and a surprisingly compelling “BUGarium” full of insects in close approximations of their natural habitats. The gardens also include the 10-acre (4-hectare) Rio Grande Heritage Farm, a re-creation of a 1930s operation with heirloom apple orchards and rare types of livestock, such as Percheron horses and churro sheep, in an idyllic setting near the river. The whole facility is very kid friendly, but in the desert rose garden, there’s a pleasant mini café where you can enjoy a glass of wine, too.


A few blocks away is the zoo (903 10th St. SW), which you can reach from the aquarium via a miniature train. While not exactly groundbreaking, the zoo has received a series of updates, which included several enclosures receiving upgrades and the introduction of a sleek so-called Penguin Chill. Throughout the zoo there’s plenty of space for kids to run around; aside from the new penguin exhibit, the window into the gorilla nursery is probably the most fascinating. Tickets for each section (zoo or aquarium/gardens) are $10, and a combo ticket for entry to all three, which includes the mini-train ride when available, is $16. Ticket booths close 30 minutes before the attractions’ closing times.


The land between the zoo and aquarium, on the east bank of the river, south of Central, is Tingley Beach (1800 Tingley Dr. SW; sunrise-sunset; free), with 18 acres (7 hectares) of paths and three ponds for fishing; you can also relax at the small café (late May-early Sept.).


Albuquerque Museum


2000 Mountain Rd. NW; 505/243-7255; www.cabq.gov/museum; 9am-5pm Tues.-Sun.; $6


The Albuquerque Museum has a permanent art collection ranging from a few choice Taos Society of Artists members to contemporary work by the likes of Nick Abdalla, whose sensual imagery makes Georgia O’Keeffe’s flower paintings look positively literal. The history wing covers four centuries, with emphasis on Spanish military trappings, Mexican cowboys, and Albuquerque’s early railroad years. Free guided tours run daily around the sculpture garden. The museum has free admission on Sundays 9am-1pm and on the first Wednesday of the month.


American International Rattlesnake Museum


202 San Felipe St. NW; 505/242-6569; www.rattlesnakes.com; 11:30am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat., 1pm-5pm Sun. June-Aug., 11:30am-5:30pm Tues.-Sat. Sept.-May; $9


You’d never guess that a small storefront just off the plaza houses the largest collection of live rattlesnakes in the world. An outsized gift shop tempts at the entrance to the American International Rattlesnake Museum; press past the snake swag to view the live critters in the back. You’ll also see some fuzzy tarantulas and Gila monsters; the enthusiastic staff are usually showing off some animals outside to help educate the phobic.


Capilla de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe


404 San Felipe St. NW; https://chapelguadalupe.com; noon-5pm Thurs.-Sat.


One of the nifty secrets of Old Town, the tiny adobe Capilla de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe is tucked off a small side alley. It’s dedicated to the first saint of Mexico; her image dominates the wall facing the entrance. The dimly lit room, furnished only with heavy carved seats against the walls, is still in regular use (although, unfortunately, a fire put an end to lit votive candles, and the image of the Virgin was repainted in a more modern style). Despite the building’s diminutive size, it follows the scheme of many traditional New Mexican churches, with a clerestory that allows sunlight to shine down on the altar.




Breaking Bad


Walter White and Jesse Pinkman may be gone from television, but their legacy lives on in Albuquerque. The AMC show about a high school chemistry teacher turned meth cook, Breaking Bad was originally written for a California setting, but production moved to Albuquerque following tax incentives. It was a happy accident, and unlike other productions shot here anonymously, Breaking Bad was explicitly down with the 505.


TOURS


Dedicated fans can book the excellent Breaking Bad Luigi’s Tour (1919 Old Town Rd. NW; 505/550-3836; www.breakingbadluigistours.com; 3 hours; $95), which departs daily in a shuttle bus to 18 sites from both Breaking Bad and the Better Call Saul series, the latter of which has equally strong ties to the Duke City. The bike rental company Routes (2113 Charlevoix St. NW; 505/933-5667; www.routesrentals.com; $95) offers 3-hour “Biking Bad” tours on Sundays.


SIGHTS AROUND TOWN


A few other sights around town include:


• The Dog House hot dog stand, with its exceptionally fine neon sign, is at 1216 Central Avenue SW, near Old Town.


• The Grove (600 Central Ave. SE), where Lydia loved her stevia too well, is a popular café downtown.


• Los Pollos Hermanos is actually Twisters, at 4257 Isleta Boulevard SW, but the PH logo is painted on the wall outside.


• Walt and Skyler’s A1A Car Wash is at Menaul and Eubank (9516 Snow Heights Circle NE, for your GPS).


SOUVENIRS


As for souvenirs of your Albuquerque visit, The Candy Lady (424 San Felipe St. NW; 505/243-6239; www.thecandylady.com), which cooked the prop “meth” for a few episodes, sells its blue hard candy in zip-top plastic bags. For everything from a Los Pollos Hermanos apron to a Walter White blue hazmat figure, look no further than the imaginatively stocked Breaking Bad Store ABQ (2047 S. Plaza St. NW; 505/242-6944; www.breakingbadstoreabq.com [URL inactive]) in Old Town.






¡Explora!



1701 Mountain Rd. NW; 505/600-6072; www.explora.us; 10am-5pm daily; adults $11, children $7


A 50,000-sq-ft (4,600-sq-m) complex adjacent to the natural history museum, ¡Explora! is dedicated to thrilling—and educating—with science. Its colorful geodesic-dome top reflects the enthusiastic and engaging tone within; inside, more than 250 interactive exhibits demonstrate the scientific principles behind everything from high-wire balancing to gravity. Since this is the desert, a whole section is dedicated to water, where kids can build a dam using Lego pieces.


Museum of Natural History and Science


1801 Mountain Rd. NW; 505/841-2800; www.nmnaturalhistory.org; 9am-5pm Wed.-Mon.; museum adults $8, children $5, planetarium or theater $7


The Museum of Natural History and Science is a large exhibit space containing three core attractions: a planetarium and observatory, a wide-format theater screening the latest vertigo-inducing nature documentaries, and an exhibit of Earth’s geological history. Discounted admission is available if you buy tickets to more than one attraction.


The museum section devotes plenty of space to the crowd-pleasers: dinosaurs. New Mexico has been particularly rich soil for paleontologists, and several species that once lived in the area now known as the Bisti Badlands are on display, such as Coelophysis and Pentaceratops. Highlighting much smaller animals from today, the Naturalist Center exhibit shares insight into the flora and fauna throughout the state.


San Felipe de Neri Church


2005 N. Plaza St. NW; https://sanfelipedeneri.org; 10am-4:30pm daily


Established in 1706 along with the city itself, San Felipe de Neri Church was originally built on what would become the west side of the plaza—but it dissolved in a puddle of mud after a rainy season in 1792. The replacement structure, on the north side, has fared much better, perhaps because its walls, made of adobe-like terrones (sun-dried bricks cut out of sod) are more than 5 ft (1.5 m) thick. As they have for two centuries, local parishioners attend Mass here, which is conducted three times a day, once in Spanish.


Like many religious structures in the area, this church received a late-19th-century makeover from Eurocentric bishop Jean-Baptiste Lamy of Santa Fe. Under his direction, the place got its wooden Folk Gothic spires, as well as new Jesuit priests from Naples, who added such non-Spanish details as the gabled entrance and the widow’s walk. The small yet grand interior has brick floors, a baroque gilt altar, and an elaborate pressed-tin ceiling with Moorish geometric patterns. A tiny museum (505/243-4628; usually 10am-4:30pm daily; free), accessible through the gift shop, contains some historic church furnishings.


DOWNTOWN


Albuquerque’s downtown district, along Central Avenue between the train tracks and Marquette Avenue, was once known as bustling New Town, crowded with mule-drawn streetcars, bargain hunters, and wheeler-dealers from the East Coast. At Central Avenue and 4th Street, two versions of Route 66 intersect. When the original highway was commissioned in 1926, the road from Chicago to the West Coast ran along 4th Street; after 1937, the route was smoothed so that it ran east-west along Central. The route brought more business, but spread it through the city: In the 1950s and 1960s, shopping plazas farther east in Nob Hill and the Northeast Heights drew business away from downtown. By the 1970s, the neighborhood was a wasteland of government office buildings. Thanks to an aggressive urban-renewal scheme, downtown has regained some of its old vigor, and Central is now a thoroughfare best known for its bars.
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By day there aren’t many attractions to detain you, but you can join a walking tour with Albuquerque Tourism & Sightseeing Factory (219 Central Ave. NW; 505/200-2642; www.tourabq.com), the friendly, informed crew that also runs the city trolley tours. Walks are currently limited to the Albucreepy (2.5 hours; $30), a nighttime ghost tour with three stops at Old Town bars along the way.



S KiMo Theatre



423 Central Ave. NW; 505/768-3522; www.cabq.gov/artsculture/kimo


GOOGLE MAP


Albuquerque’s most distinctive building is the KiMo Theatre. In 1927, local businessman and Italian immigrant Carlo Bachechi hired Carl Boller, an architect specializing in movie palaces, to design this marvelously ornate building. Boller was inspired by the local adobe and native culture to create a unique style dubbed Pueblo Deco—a flamboyant treatment of Southwestern motifs, in the same vein as Moorish- and Chinese-look cinemas of the same era. The tripartite stucco facade is encrusted with ceramic tiles and Native American iconography (including a traditional Navajo symbol that had not yet been appropriated by WWII Germany’s Nazi Party when the KiMo was built).


To get the full effect, catch one of the concerts, plays, or special film screenings the KiMo hosts throughout the year, or else take a self-guided tour of the interior during the theater’s Meet the KiMo event (check the website for current dates; free) to see the cow-skull sconces and murals of pueblo life; enter through the business office, just west of the ticket booth.


Occidental Life Building


Gold Ave. at 3rd St.


The one-story Occidental Life Building is another of Albuquerque’s gems, built in 1917 by H. C. Trost, whose work defines downtown El Paso, Texas. With its ornate facade of white ceramic tile, it looks a bit like the Doge’s Palace in Venice rendered in marshmallow fluff. After a 1933 fire, the reconstructing architects added even more frills, such as the crenellations along the top. The entire building is surfaced in white terra-cotta; the tiles were made in a factory in Denver, Colorado, that sprayed the ceramic glaze onto concrete blocks, each individually molded and numbered, and the blocks were then assembled in Albuquerque according to an overall plan. (The building is owned by local-boy-made-good Jared Tarbell, a cofounder of Etsy, the online craft site. Tarbell’s high-tech toy- and art-manufacturing company and event space, Levitated, is located nearby, on Silver Avenue at 7th Street.)


Museums


Holocaust and Intolerance Museum


616 Central Ave. SW; 505/247-0606; https://nmholocaustmuseum.org; 11am-3:30pm Wed.-Sun.; $6


Production value is basic at the storefront Holocaust and Intolerance Museum, but the message is compelling. Displays cover not just World War II, but also the Armenian genocide, actions against Native Americans, and a new permanent exhibit on African Americans and enslavement.


Telephone Museum


110 4th St. NW; 505/841-2937; www.unlimiteddronesolutions.com; 10am-1:30pm Mon., Wed., and Fri.; $2


Nearby, the surprisingly detailed four-story Telephone Museum is worth a visit for the hands-on opportunities alone, which include learning how 911 operators field emergency calls.



Turquoise Museum



400 2nd St. SW; 505/247-8650; https://turquoisemuseum.com; tours 11am and 1pm Mon.-Sat.; $20


Inside the opulent eyeful that is Zachary Castle, the Turquoise Museum now occupies a setting much better suited to its collection. Exhibits present the geology and history of turquoise, along with legendary trader J. C. Zachary’s beautiful specimens from all over the world. But most folks can’t help but think how this relates to all the jewelry they plan to buy. So come here to learn the distinction between “natural” and “real” turquoise and arm yourself for the shopping ahead. The castle itself, built by one of Albuquerque’s most successful businesswomen, is worth a visit.


THE UNIVERSITY AND NOB HILL


When it was established in 1889, what’s now the state’s largest university was only a tiny outpost on the far side of the railroad tracks. Surrounding the campus, which sprawls for blocks, is the typical student-friendly scrum of cheap pizza places and dilapidated bungalow rentals. To the east along Central is Nob Hill, a thriving neighborhood developed around a shopping plaza in the late 1940s and still showing that decade’s distinctive style in marquees and shop facades.


[image: image]


The University of New Mexico


between Central Ave. and University Blvd.; 505/277-5020; www.unm.edu


Approximately 25,000 students are enrolled at the University of New Mexico (UNM) campus. The school’s oldest buildings were designed in a distinct pueblo-inspired style, commissioned in the early 1900s by college president William George Tight. Trustees later fired Tight in part for his non-Ivy League aesthetics, but the style was in motion. Pueblo Revival pioneer John Gaw Meem carried on the vision through the 1940s, and even with contemporary structures now set among the original halls—of these Mesa Vista Hall and Zimmerman Library stand out—it’s still a remarkably harmonious vision, uniting the pastoral sanctuary feel of the great East Coast campuses with a minimalist interpretation of native New Mexican forms.


Visitors can park in a complex just inside the UNM campus across from Cornell Street. The info center, where you can pick up a detailed map, is in the southwest corner of the structure.


University Art Museum


203 Cornell Dr. NE; 505/277-4001; https://artmuseum.unm.edu; noon-5pm Wed.-Thurs., noon-6pm Fri.-Sat.; free


Just across the way, the University Art Museum displays treasures from the permanent fine art collection of more than 30,000 pieces from all over the globe.


Maxwell Museum of Anthropology


off University Blvd., north of M. L. K. Jr. Blvd.; 505/277-4405; http://maxwellmuseum.unm.edu; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sat.; free


Rest up at the bucolic duck pond, then head for the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, a Meem building designed as the student union. The museum has a strong overview of Southwestern Indian culture, numerous Native American artifacts from university-sponsored digs all over the state, and a surprisingly extensive collection of objects depicting cultures from around the world.


Nob Hill


At Girard Street, a neon-trimmed gate marks the start of the Nob Hill district, which extends east along Central Avenue about 10 blocks to Washington Boulevard. The area began to grow after 1937, when Route 66 was rejiggered to run along Central. The Nob Hill shopping plaza, at Central and Carlisle, signaled the neighborhood’s success when it opened as the glitziest shopping district in town a decade later. The area went through a slump from the 1960s through the mid-1980s, but it’s now lined with brightly painted facades and neon signs, making it a lively district where the quirk factor is high—whether you want designer underwear or an antique Mexican mask, you’ll find it here.


Bart Prince House


3501 Monte Vista Blvd. NE


Head off of Central on Monte Vista and keep an eye out for the Bart Prince House, known affectionately as The Spaceship. The home and studio of one of the city’s most celebrated contemporary architects, it’s the residential counterpart to the eccentric businesses that flourish in this area.


NORTH VALLEY


The stretch of the river north of Central is one of Albuquerque’s prettier areas, shaded with cottonwoods and dotted with patches of farmland. The scenic route through North Valley is Rio Grande Boulevard; the commercial strip is 4th Street.


Indian Pueblo Cultural Center


2401 12th St. NW; 505/843-7270; www.indianpueblo.org; 9am-5pm Tues.-Sun.; $12


Just north of I-40 from Old Town, the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center is a must-visit before heading to any of the nearby Indian communities. The horseshoe-shaped building (modeled after the Pueblo Bonito ruins in Chaco Canyon in northwestern New Mexico) houses a large museum that traces the history of the first settlers along the Rio Grande. It is illustrated with some beautiful artifacts and showcases distinctive craftwork from each pueblo.


The central plaza hosts dance performances (11am and 2pm Sat.-Sun. Apr. and Sept.-Oct., 2pm Fri., 11am and 2pm Sat.-Sun. May-Aug., noon Sat.-Sun. Nov.-Mar.), one of the only places to see them outside of the pueblos themselves. The extensively stocked gift shop is a very good place to buy pottery and jewelry; you can also have a lunch of stew and fry bread at the Indian Pueblo Kitchen. Don’t miss the south wing, which contains a gallery for contemporary art. At the information desk, check on ceremony schedules and get directions to the various pueblos.


Rio Grande Nature Center State Park


2901 Candelaria St. NW; 505/344-7240; www.emnrd.nm.gov; 8am-5pm daily; $5/car


Explore a secluded wetland landscape at the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park. The sleek, concrete visitor center (10am-5pm daily) houses an exhibit on water conservation and river ecology, while just beyond is a comfortable glassed-in “living room,” where you can watch birds on the pond from the comfort of a lounge chair, with the outdoor sounds piped in through speakers.


Outside, several paved trails run across irrigation channels and along the river, shaded by towering cottonwoods. In the spring and fall, the area draws all manner of migrating birdlife. Borrow binoculars from the staff if you want to scout on your own, or join one of the frequent nature walks (including full-moon tours) that take place year-round.


Los Ranchos and Corrales Road Scenic Byway


For a pretty drive (or bike ride) through historic villages that have been all but consumed by greater Albuquerque, head north from Old Town on Rio Grande Boulevard; you first reach Los Ranchos, then cross the river at Alameda to Corrales Road (Hwy. 448) and continue north up the west bank. This Corrales Road Scenic Byway still holds pockets of pastoral calm, a practical melding of old agricultural heritage with modern suburban trappings.


Old San Ysidro Church


966 Old Church Rd.; 505/897-1513; 1pm-4pm Sat.-Sun. June-Oct.


The only real sights are in central Corrales, two blocks west of Highway 448. The Folk Gothic Old San Ysidro Church stands where the center of the village was in 1868, when its bulging adobe piers were first constructed. Every spring, the church gets a fresh coat of mud from the community. The church hosts several concerts and arts shows throughout the year; check with the Corrales Historical Society (www.corraleshistory.org) for upcoming events. The society also runs tours (1 hour; free) of the church roughly two weekends a month every other month.


Casa San Ysidro


973 Old Church Rd.; 505/898-3915; www.cabq.gov/museum; guided tours $6


Across the road from the church, Casa San Ysidro was the home of obsessive collectors Alan and Shirley Minge. While they lived in the place, 1952-1997, they heated with firewood and squirreled away New Mexican antiques and craftwork. It is a lovingly preserved monument to a distinct way of life. The Albuquerque Museum gives tours (10:30am, noon, and 1:30pm Tues.-Sat. June-Aug.) of the interior with its beautiful brickwork and wood carving; tours are less frequent September-November and February-May (9:30am and 1:30pm Tues.-Fri., 10:30am, noon, and 1:30pm Sat.). You can just show up, but it’s a good idea to call to confirm the times.


ALBUQUERQUE METRO AREA


Beyond Central Avenue, Albuquerque is largely a haze of nondescript houses and shopping centers built during the 1960s and later—decades one local journalist dubbed the city’s Asphalt Period. A few sights are well worth seeking out, however.


National Hispanic Cultural Center


1701 4th St. SW; 505/246-2261; www.nhccnm.org


Just south of downtown (but not quite walking distance), the modern National Hispanic Cultural Center lauds the cultural contributions of Spanish speakers the world over. It has had a positive influence in the down-at-the-heels district of Barelas (even the McDonald’s across the street mimics its architecture), but numerous houses—occupied by Hispanic people, no less—were demolished for its construction. One woman refused the buyout, and her two small houses still sit in the parking lot, a kind of exhibit of their own.


The central attraction is the museum (10am-4pm Tues.-Sun.; $6), which shows work ranging from the traditional bultos and retablos by New Mexican craftspeople to contemporary painting, photography, and even furniture by artists from Chile, Cuba, Argentina, and more. If you can, visit on Saturday or Sunday, when the torreón (tower) is open (noon-5pm) to show Frederico Vigil’s amazing fresco Mundos de Mestizaje, a decade-long project depicting the many strands—Arab, Celtic, African—that have contributed to Hispanic culture today.


Adjacent to the museum is the largest Hispanic genealogy library in existence, as well as the giant Roy E. Disney Center for Performing Arts.


National Museum of Nuclear Science & History


601 Eubank Blvd. SE; 505/245-2137; www.nuclearmuseum.org; 9am-5pm daily; $17


The spiffy National Museum of Nuclear Science & History covers everything you wanted to know about the nuclear era, from the development of the weapon on through current energy issues. Exhibits cover the ghastly elements of the atomic bomb, but also wonky tech details (check out the display of decoders set in suitcases for emergency deployment) and pop-culture artifacts, such as “duck and cover” films from the Cold War. Don’t miss the beautiful posters by Swiss American artist Erik Nitsche. The adjoined 9-acre (3.6-hectare) Heritage Park offers close-up views of a vast collection of missiles and jet rocket launchers, and even a replica of the tower from Trinity Site.




The Rebirth of Route 66


Route 66 is one of the biggest repositories of US nostalgia, a little neon ribbon of cool symbolizing the country’s economic growth in the 20th century. But the Mother Road, on which so many Dust Bowl refugees made their way west and so many beatniks got into their grooves, officially no longer exists; the highway was decommissioned in 1985. You can still follow the brown historic-marker signs from Chicago to Los Angeles, however, including along Central Avenue.


The businesses that thrived in the early highway era—especially the numerous 1940s motor courts—fell on hard times long ago. As part of Albuquerque’s aggressive urban-renewal program, city planners demolished a number of motels, leaving dead neon signs standing like tombstones amid the rubble. But the city had a change of heart with the 1939 De Anza (4305 Central Ave. NE), on the east edge of Nob Hill, and bought it in 2003 to protect, among other things, beautiful interior murals by American Indian painters. The De Anza was also featured in The Negro Motorist Green Book, a guidebook published from the 1930s until the 1960s that provided Black travelers with travel recommendations at a time when most tourist establishments didn’t cater to them and they weren’t always guaranteed a warm welcome when on the road. As the city began to realize it was onto something with the De Anza, Burqueños developed fresh affection for their neon-lit heritage.


So, when the owner of the El Vado Motel, near Old Town, threatened his vintage property with the wrecking ball, the city bought that, too. Construction began apace, and El Vado has been reborn as a motor-themed boutique hotel complete with a taproom and restaurants. The De Anza underwent a somewhat similar rebirth and has been remodeled into luxury apartments, with some set aside for extended stays.


The city’s ongoing interest in preserving its Route 66 heritage just might yield similar rebirths in the future. In the meantime, check out a 4.5-mi (7.2-km) self-guided tour of the fabled highway at www.visitalbuquerque.org.






S Sandia Peak Tramway



30 Tramway Rd.; 505/856-7325; www.sandiapeak.com; 9am-9pm daily June-Aug., 9am-8pm Wed.-Mon. and 5pm-8pm Tues. Sept.-May; $3 parking, $34 round-trip, $23 one-way


GOOGLE MAP


The longest tramway of its type in the world, the Sandia Peak Tramway whisks passengers 2.7 mi (4.3 km) and 4,000 ft (1,200 m) up, along a continuous line of Swiss-made cables. The ride from Albuquerque’s northeast foothills to Sandia Crest, the highest point in the Sandia Mountains, takes about 15 minutes; the views of the cityscape and beyond along the way can be breathtaking. You can also take in views from inside Ten 3 (30 Tramway Rd. NE; 505/764-8363; 11am-8pm Thurs.-Sun.; $15-59), a restaurant at the top of Sandia Crest that opened in 2019; it serves steaks and the like in the evening and less expensive meals during the day.


The tramway is also a convenient means to get to the ski area in winter, and in summer and fall you can hike along the ridgeline via the Crest Trail (no. 130) to the Sandia Crest House gift shop. The tramway runs frequently year-round, but check the website for periodic maintenance closures in fall and spring.


At the base of the tram, there’s a small, free museum about skiing in New Mexico, and even from this point, the view across the city is very good.



S Petroglyph National Monument



Unser Blvd. at Western Tr. (visitor center); 505/899-0205; www.nps.gov/petr; 8:30am-4:30pm daily; free


GOOGLE MAP


Albuquerque’s west side is marked by the black boulders of Petroglyph National Monument, some of which are the canvas for 20,000 carved lizards, birds, and assorted other beasts. Most of the images, which were created by chipping away the dark “varnish” of the volcanic rock to reach the paler stone beneath, are 400-700 years old, while others may date back three millennia. A few later examples of rock art include Maltese crosses made by Spanish settlers and initials left by explorers (not to mention a few by idle teenagers in more recent years).


Stop in first at the visitor center for park maps, flyers on flora and fauna, and general orientation. From here, you will have to drive to the major trails that crisscross the monument’s 7,500 acres (30 sq km): Boca Negra Canyon, a short, paved loop and the only fee area ($1/car on weekdays, $2 on weekends); Piedras Marcadas Canyon, a 1.5-mi (2.4-km) unpaved loop; and Rinconada Canyon, an out-and-back hike (2.2-mi/3.5-km round-trip) that can be tedious going in some spots because the ground is sandy. The clearest, most impressive images can be found here, in the canyon at the end of the trail. Everywhere in the park area, keep an eye out for millipedes, which thrive in this environment; dead, their curled-up shells resemble the spirals carved on the rocks—coincidence?


For the best overview (literally) of this area’s geology, head for the back (west) side of the parkland, the Volcanoes Day Use Area (9am-5pm daily), where three cinder cones mark Albuquerque’s western horizon. Access is via Atrisco Vista Boulevard (exit 149) off I-40; turn right (east) 4.3 mi (6.9 km) north of the highway at a dirt road to the parking area.


From this vantage point, you can look down on the lava “fingers” that stretch east to form the crumbled edges of the escarpment where the petroglyphs are found. The fingers were formed when molten rock flowed between sandstone bluffs, which later crumbled away. The volcanoes were last reported emitting steam in 1881, though a group of practical jokers set smoky fires in them in the 1950s, briefly convincing city dwellers of an impending eruption. But the peaks are not entirely dead: Patches of green plants flourish around the steam vents that stud the hillocks, particularly visible on the middle of the three volcanoes.


Anderson Abruzzo Albuquerque International Balloon Museum


9201 Balloon Museum Dr. NE; 505/768-6020; www.balloonmuseum.com; 9am-5pm Tues.-Sun.; $6


Boosters of Albuquerque’s hot-air balloon scene—which has been flourishing since the first rally in 1972—include locals Ben Abruzzo, Larry Newman, and Maxie Anderson, who in 1978 made the first Atlantic crossing by balloon in the Double Eagle II helium craft. Abruzzo and Anderson also crossed the Pacific and set a long-distance record (5,678 mi/9,138 km) in the Double Eagle V.


These pioneers are honored at the so-called BaMu, in Balloon Fiesta Park just off Alameda Boulevard. The displays are a great mix of historical background, interactive physics lessons, and inspiring footage of record-setting balloon ventures. As long as you don’t dwell too long on the zeppelin exhibit, complete with china and tableware from the Hindenburg, you may come away sufficiently inspired by the grace of balloons to seek out a ride in one yourself.


The museum is free on Sundays from 9am to 1pm and on the first Friday of each month.


Coronado Historic Site


485 Kuaua Rd., Bernalillo; 505/867-5351; 10am-4pm Wed.-Mon.; $7


Though named for Spanish explorer Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, who camped on this lush riverside spot during his 1540 search for gold, the Coronado Historic Site is actually a Native American relic, the partially restored pueblo of Kuaua (Tiwa for “evergreen”), inhabited between 1300 and the early 1600s. The centerpiece is one of the partially sunken kivas, or ceremonial chambers, inside which murals of life-size human figures and animals were discovered in the 1930s. The images were carefully salvaged, then reproduced in the kiva by Velino Herrera (Ma Pe Wi), a member of a key group of early American Indian figurative painters who also painted murals in the US Department of the Interior in Washington DC.




Albuquerque’s Hot-Air History


How did it come to be that one of the most iconic sights in Albuquerque is the pairing of Darth Vader and Yoda, each several stories tall, floating in front of the Sandias? Albuquerque, it turns out, enjoys the world’s most perfect weather for navigating hot-air balloons. A phenomenon called the Albuquerque Box, created by the steep mountains adjacent to the low river bottom, enables pilots to move at different speeds at different altitudes, and even to backtrack, if necessary. Combine that with more than 300 days of sunshine per year, and it’s no wonder that now more than 600 balloons convene each October to show off their colors and compete in precision flying contests.


THE FIRST BALLOON FLIGHT


The city’s air currents were discovered to be friendly to balloons for the first time in 1882. That was when an adventurous bartender piloted a hydrogen-filled craft into the sky as part of the New Town’s Fourth of July celebrations, much to the delight of the assembled crowd, which had waited almost two days for The City of Albuquerque, as the balloon was dubbed, to fill. “Professor” Park Tassell, the showman pilot, went aloft alone and landed successfully; the only mishap was that a ballast sandbag was emptied on a spectator’s head.


BALLOON FIESTA


Ninety years passed, and in 1972, Albuquerque again drew attention to this venerable pursuit. This was the year the first balloon fiesta was held, with 13 aircraft participating. The gathering, a rudimentary race, was organized as a publicity stunt for a local radio station’s 50th-anniversary celebration. The spectacle drew 20,000 people, most of whom had never even seen a hot-air balloon before—but within a few short years, the event was internationally renowned, and the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta has been a hugely popular annual event ever since.





With Herrera’s reproductions in place, this is the only opportunity to witness the usually protected, sacred space of a kiva close to how it originally appeared. And once you’ve seen the complete images, it’s easier to pick out the representations on the original frescoes mounted in the visitor center—some of the oldest examples of Indigenous art on display anywhere in the United States.


Join a tour of the kiva, if possible—the guides add a lot to the story. On occasional weekends, there are traditional craft and music demonstrations as well. And even if none of that is going on, this is a beautiful spot for a picnic. Facing the river and the mountains, with the city hidden from view behind a dense screen of cottonwoods, you get a sense of the lush, calm life along the Rio Grande in the centuries before the Spanish arrived. To reach the monument, exit I-25 in Bernalillo and head west on Highway 550; Kuaua Road is on your right, before the Santa Ana Star casino.


Gruet Winery


8400 Pan American Fwy. NE; 505/821-0055; www.gruetwinery.com; 11am-7pm Sun.-Wed., 11am-9pm Thurs.-Sat.; wine tasting $16


Spanish missionaries planted the first vineyards in North America in New Mexico in the 17th century, and the industry persisted until a series of floods finally wiped out the vines by the 1920s. So New Mexico’s current wine scene, while strong, is still somewhat young. One of the state’s best wineries, Gruet began producing its excellent sparkling wines (the Gruet family hails from Champagne, France) only in 1987; look out especially for its nonvintage sparkling rosé, which is delicious and affordable. A wine-tasting visit includes four pours; tours are offered at 2pm.


Recreation


From the river basin up to mountain peaks, Albuquerque has plenty to keep you active in the outdoors for days on end. Late summer (after rains have started and fire danger is past) and fall are the best times to head to the higher elevations on the Sandia Mountains. Once the cooler weather sets in, the scrub-covered foothills and the bare, rocky West Mesa are more hospitable. The valley along the Rio Grande, running through the center of the city, is remarkably pleasant year-round: mild in winter and cool and shady in summer. As everywhere in the desert, always pack extra layers of clothing and plenty of water before you set out, and don’t go charging up Sandia Crest (10,678 ft/3,255 m above sea level) your first day off the plane.


TOP EXPERIENCE



S BALLOONING



For most people, the Balloon Fiesta is a spectator event, but the truth is you can go up, up, and away yourself just about any day of the year, thanks to the ideal conditions nearly always present around Albuquerque. A trip is admittedly an investment (and you have to wake up well before dawn for sunrise trips), but there’s no other ride quite like it and the views can forever change how you see the city.


Rainbow Ryders


505/823-1111; www.rainbowryders.com; from $159 pp


One of the longest established operations is Rainbow Ryders. Typically, you’re up in the balloon at sunrise or sunset for about an hour, depending on wind conditions, and a champagne toast awaits when you’re back on solid ground.


HIKING


Rio Grande Nature Center State Park


2901 Candelaria St. NW; 505/344-7240; www.emnrd.nm.gov; 8am-5pm daily; $3/car


Between the West Mesa and the East Mountains, there are plenty of day hikes to choose from. The least strenuous is the bosque (the wooded area along the Rio Grande), where level paths lead through groves of cottonwoods, willows, and olive trees. The Rio Grande Nature Center State Park is the best starting point for any walk around the area. The park has a combination of hiking paths and interpretive trails, all of which are less than a mile long and mostly flat.


Sandia Foothills


The city’s greatest concentration of trails can be found to the east of the city, in the Sandia foothills, where hikes are ideal in winter but a little hot in summer. They’re best accessed at the Elena Gallegos Picnic Area (7am-9pm daily Apr.-Oct., 7am-7pm daily Nov.-Mar.; $1 on weekdays, $2 on weekends), east of Tramway Boulevard and north of Academy, at the end of Simms Park Road. Various trails lead into the foothills from the picnic area.


Embudito Canyon Trail


Distance: 12 mi (19 km) round-trip


Time: 7-8 hours


Trailhead: off Glenwood Hills Dr., south of Elena Gallegos Picnic Area


The challenging and scenic Embudito Canyon Trail (no. 192) travels through the namesake canyon gradually up to 9,768-ft (2,977-m) South Sandia Peak. Most of the hike is in the shade, though the majority of the exposed portions are during the final stretch to the peak. For this reason, it’s advisable to head out early in summer.


La Luz Trail


Distance: 7.5 mi (12.1 km) one-way; take the tram down


Time: 3-4 hours


Trailhead: far north end of Tramway Blvd., before the road turns west; parking $3/car


The foothills are also the starting point for the popular but tough La Luz Trail (no. 137), which offers a dramatic ascent to Sandia Crest. The trail has a 12 percent grade at certain points, and it passes through four climate zones (pack lots of layers) as you climb 3,200 vertical ft (975 m). Near the top, you can take a spur that leads north to the Sandia Crest observation point or continue on the main trail south to the ski area and the Sandia Peak Tramway, which you can take back down the mountain. Ideally, you’d have someone pick you up at the bottom, because the 2.5-mi (4-km) trail from the tram back to the trailhead has no shade. (You might be tempted to take the tram up and hike down the La Luz Trail, but the steep descent can be deadly to toes and knees.)


Crest Trail


Distance: 3.2 mi (5.1 km) round-trip


Time: 2 hours


Trailhead: Sandia Peak Tramway terminus or Sandia Crest House gift shop


A 1.6-mi (2.6-km) section of the Crest Trail (no. 130) takes you on a hike along the Sandia Crest ridgeline, between the Sandia Peak Tramway terminus and the Sandia Crest House gift shop to the east. Views along the way are fantastic. The trail is fairly level and can be hiked in either direction. Budget about 2 hours round-trip. Arriving by tramway to the western trailhead is the easiest approach, but you can also drive up the east face of the mountain via scenic Highway 536, aka the Sandia Crest Road, to arrive at the trailhead adjacent to the currently closed Sandia Crest House gift shop.


BIKING


Albuquerque maintains a great network of paved trails in the city, and the mountains and foothills have challenging dirt tracks.


Outfitters


Routes


2113 Charlevoix St. NW; 505/933-5667; www.routesrentals.com; 9am-5pm Thurs.-Tues.; $35/4 hours, $50/day


The most visitor-friendly bike store in town is Routes, which rents city cruisers, mountain bikes, e-bikes, and more at its handy location in Old Town; pickup and drop-off from hotels is free. It also runs fun daylong bike tours along the Rio Grande (from $85) and rents snowshoes ($25/day) in the winter.


Mountain Biking


Mountain bikers can explore the 30 mi (48 km) of wooded trails at Sandia Peak Ski Area. Bikes aren’t allowed on the tram, though, so if you have your own ride, you can drive up via Highway 536 on the east side of the mountain.


Also on the east side of the mountains, a whole network of trails leads off Highway 337 (south of I-25), through Otero Canyon and other routes through the juniper-studded Manzanos. Or stay in the city and ride the popular 16-mi (26-km) Trail 365, which covers a nice mix of terrain without being too difficult; access it via the Elena Gallegos Open Space Park. The trail is part of the Sandia Foothills Trails, a vast network of dirt tracks all along the edge of the Northeast Heights. Locals built a small but fun BMX terrain park at Embudo Canyon; park at the end of Indian School Road.




Birding on the Crest


In the dead of winter, Sandia Crest does not seem hospitable to life in any form, much less flocks of delicate-looking birds the size of your fist, fluffing around cheerfully in the frigid air. But that’s precisely what you’ll see if you visit right after a big snowfall. These are rosy finches, a contrary, cold-loving variety (sometimes called “refrigerator birds”) that migrate from as far north as the Arctic tundra to the higher elevations of New Mexico, which must seem relatively tropical by comparison.


What’s special about Sandia is that it draws all three species of rosy finch, which in turn draws dedicated birders looking to add the finches to their life lists, and it’s one of the few places to see them that’s close to a city and accessible by car. So, if you see the finches—they’re midsize brown or black birds with pink bellies, rumps, and wings—you’ll probably also spy some human finch fans. But they might not have time to talk, as it’s not unheard-of for the most obsessive birders—those on their “big year,” out to spot as many species as possible in precisely 365 days—to fly in to Albuquerque, drive to the crest, eyeball the finches, and drive right back to the airport again.





Road Biking


Paseo del Bosque


Recreational cyclists should look no farther than the river, where the Paseo del Bosque, a 16-mi (26-km) completely flat biking and jogging path, runs through the Rio Grande Valley State Park. The northern starting point is at Alameda/Rio Grande Open Space (7am-9pm daily Apr.-Oct., 7am-7pm daily Nov.-Mar.) on Alameda Boulevard. You can also reach the trail through the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park (www.emnrd.nm.gov; 8am-5pm daily; $3/car), at the end of Candelaria, and at several other major intersections along the way. For details on this and other bike trails in Albuquerque, download a map from the city’s bike info page (www.cabq.gov/bike) or pick up a free copy at bike shops around town.




[image: image]


Routes, which rents bikes in Old Town and runs city cycling tours





Corrales Road Scenic Byway


Corrales, in the far North Valley, and the gentle 6.7-mi (10.8-km) Corrales Road Scenic Byway (Hwy. 448) that you can take north off Alameda Boulevard NW to reach the village, both make for a relaxing afternoon ride. The speed limit on Corrales’s main street is low, and you can dip into smaller side streets and bike along the acequias.


Sandia Crest


A popular and more challenging tour is up to Sandia Crest via Highway 536, also known as Sandia Crest Road, on the east side—you can park and ride from any point, but cyclists typically start somewhere along Highway 14 north of I-40, then ride up Highway 536, which winds 13.5 mi (21.7 km) along increasingly steep switchbacks to the crest. The New Mexico Touring Society (www.nmts.org) lists descriptions of other routes and organizes group rides.


WINTER SPORTS


For trail conditions, call or visit the Sandia Ranger District office (11776 Hwy. 337; 505/281-3304; 8:30am-4:30pm Mon.-Fri.) in Tijeras.



Sandia Peak Ski Area



Hwy. 536; 505/242-9052; www.sandia.ski; mid-Dec.-mid-Mar.; $60 full-day lift ticket


Though Sandia Peak Ski Area opens in mid-December, it often takes until about February for a good base to build up. The 10 main trails, serviced by four lifts, are not dramatic, but they are good and long. The area is open daily in the holiday season, then Wednesday-Sunday for the rest of the winter.


The ski area is about 31 mi (50 km) northeast of Albuquerque; take I-40 east and then Highway 14 north before turning west onto Highway 536.


Capulin Springs Snow Play Site


Hwy. 536; www.fs.usda.gov; 9:30am-3:30pm Fri.-Sun. in winter; $3/car


Groomed cross-country skiing trails start from Capulin Springs Snow Play Site, where there are also big hills for tubing and sledding. Look for the parking lot 9 mi (14.5 km) up Highway 536 on the way to Sandia Crest.


10K Trail


Hwy. 536; $3/car


Nine minutes and 3.5 mi (6 km) farther up on the mountain on Highway 536 is the trailhead for the 10K Trail, usually groomed for cross-country skiers, as is a service road heading south to the upper tramway terminal; the latter is wide and relatively level—good for beginners.


SPAS


Betty’s Bath & Day Spa


1835 Candelaria Rd. NW; 505/341-3456; www.bettysbath.com


Betty’s Bath & Day Spa is the place to get pampered, whether with a massage ($130/60 minutes) and a facial (from $85) or with an extended dip in a private hot tub (from $30/30 minutes).


Love’s Healing Touch


1218 Broadway NE; 505/289-0495; www.loveshealingtouch.com


Closer to downtown, Love’s Healing Touch has similar facilities, including a solar-heated communal tub; the sauna is done in Finnish cedar. The reasonable rates ($20/hour) include the use of robes and sandals, and a wide variety of massages (from $125/60 minutes) are available, too.



SPECTATOR SPORTS



Albuquerque Isotopes


1601 Avenida Cesar Chavez NE; 505/924-2255; www.milb.com


Minor-league baseball thrives in Albuquerque, apparently all because of some clever name: The so-so Dukes petered out a while back, but a fresh franchise, under the name of the Albuquerque Isotopes, draws crowds. It’s hard to judge whether the appeal is the cool Isotopes Park, the whoopee-cushion theme nights, or just the name, drawn from an episode of The Simpsons. Regardless, a summer night under the ballpark lights is undeniably pleasant; it helps that you can usually get good seats for around $15.


The Pit


Avenida Cesar Chavez at University Blvd.; 505/925-5626; www.golobos.com


Burqueños also go crazy for UNM Lobos basketball, packing the raucous University Arena, aka The Pit—one of the largest college venues in the country. Tickets start at $25, but the seats with the best vantage points and comfort start at $50.


New Mexico United


Isotopes Park, 1601 Avenida Cesar Chavez NE; 505/209-7529; www.newmexicoutd.com


Albuquerque’s newest sports team is New Mexico United, which played its inaugural season in 2019 in the United Soccer League’s second division. Matches are played at Isotopes Park from spring until fall, with most tickets ranging $13-45. As the state’s only professional soccer team, the club has quickly gathered an enthusiastic following, though efforts to secure city financing for a dedicated stadium have stalled.


Entertainment


NIGHTLIFE


Albuquerque’s drinking dens can host a remarkable cross section of subcultures, and even the most chic-appearing places could see a Sandia National Laboratories physicist and a veteran Earth Firster propping up the bar next to well-groomed professionals.


That said, the city’s main bar and club scene, in a few square blocks of downtown, can feel a bit generic, with free-flowing beer specials for non-choosy students. It ends in a rowdy scene after closing time on weekends, when crowds spill out onto several blocks of Central that are closed to car traffic. So, although this area does have a few good bars, you’ll find more interesting entertainment elsewhere.


Downtown


Hotel Andaluz


125 2nd St. NW; 505/242-9090; https://hotelandaluz.com; lobby bar 2:30pm-11pm daily, rooftop bar 5pm-11pm Wed.-Sun.


The Hotel Andaluz lobby touts itself as “Albuquerque’s living room”—hotelier Conrad Hilton’s original vision for the place—and it’s a comfy spot to sip cocktails and nibble tapas, especially if you reserve one of the six private booths (“Casbahs”) on the weekend. Ibiza, its rooftop bar, is a sleek and cozy spot to watch the sunset over drinks.


Apothecary Lounge


806 Central Ave. SE; 505/242-0040; www.hotelparqcentral.com/apothecary-lounge; 4pm-10:30pm Sun.-Thurs., 4pm-11:30pm Fri.-Sat.


A great spot to watch the Sandia Mountains turn pink at sunset, the Apothecary Lounge is the rooftop bar at the Parq Central hotel in East Downtown. Fitting with the historic atmosphere of the hotel, the bar specializes in vintage cocktails.


Anodyne


409 Central Ave. NW; 505/244-1820; 4pm-midnight Sun.-Thurs., 4pm-1am Fri.-Sat.


One of the best all-purpose casual bars downtown, Anodyne is a long, wood-floored room filled with pool tables and thrift-store sofas. Choose from more than a hundred beers, and get some quarters to plug in to the good collection of pinball machines. Happy hour is 4pm-8pm Monday-Thursday, and until 9pm on Friday.


Sister


409 Central Ave. NW; 505/242-4900; www.sisterthebar.com; 5pm-11pm Mon., 11am-midnight Tues.-Thurs. and Sun., 11am-1am Fri.-Sat.


Downstairs in the same building as Anodyne, the more cavernous Sister has tacos, live bands, and an even more impressive collection of pinball machines.


The University and Nob Hill


Gecko’s


3500 Central Ave. SE; 505/262-1848; www.geckosbar.com; 11am-11pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-midnight Fri.-Sat.


In the Nob Hill shopping plaza, Gecko’s is a good place for finger food (anything from taquitos to buttermilk onion rings) and a drink in the sidewalk seats.


O’Niell’s


4310 Central Ave. SE; 505/255-6782; www.oniells.com; 11am-10pm daily


Sporting its own breezy patio, the venerable O’Niell’s is a great Irish pub that draws a varied crowd, whether for the quiz nights or weekend folk bands; the kitchen is open until 11pm. There’s a second location in the Northeast Heights with the same hours (3301 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE; 505/293-1122).


THE ARTS


It’s no stretch to say Albuquerque has the liveliest theater scene in the Southwest, with dozens of troupes in action.


Vortex Theatre


2900 Carlisle Blvd. NE; 505/247-8600; www.vortexabq.org


One of the city’s standbys, the black box Vortex Theatre has been running since 1976. After a couple of lean years due to Covid, the theater is back to a regular full slate of plays.


Albuquerque Little Theatre


224 San Pasquale St. SW; 505/242-4750; www.albuquerquelittletheatre.org


Albuquerque Little Theatre was founded in 1930 and hosts standard repertory performances in an intimate 500-seat Works Progress Administration-era building.


Adobe Theater


9813 4th St. NW; 505/898-9222; www.adobetheater.org


Up in the North Valley, the Adobe Theater has been running in some form since 1957. Its full calendar features performances based on the works of nationally known playwrights as well as collaborative pieces by local artists.


Cell Theatre


700 1st St. NW; 505/766-9412; www.fusionnm.org


The 70-seat Cell Theatre is home to the long-running Fusion, a theater company of professional union actors, and Novel Point Coffee in its lobby. The theater often runs recent Broadway dramas and is part of the Fusion Forum, a campus for the theater company that also includes the spacious indoor venue @708 and the adjacent outdoor space The Meadow.


Box Performance Space


100 Gold Ave. SW; 505/404-1578; www.theboxabq.com


Box Performance Space hosts various improv groups and satirical comedians, and it conducts workshops.


Blackout Theatre


505/672-8648; www.blackouttheatre.com


Blackout Theatre doesn’t have its own space, but it mounts interesting shows in interesting places: improv Dickens, for instance, or an interactive alien invasion commemorating the UFO incident at Roswell. Other groups of note include the Duke City Repertory Theatre (505/797-7081; www.dukecityrep.com) and Mother Road Theatre Company (505/243-0596; www.motherroad.org).




Albuquerque Beer Culture


Burque’s beer scene is a lively one, with taprooms regularly putting on some of the city’s best events and enticing with new drafts and food pairings. Nob Hill is a center for the city’s beer culture, and below are some of the best spots in the neighborhood as well as Albuquerque at large.


• Il Vicino (3403 Central Ave. NE; 505/266-7855; https://ilvicino.com): This Nob Hill pizza parlor, the original of the three locations now in Albuquerque, has been brewing its own beer since 1994. It has a large brewing facility at the Canteen Brewhouse (2381 Aztec Rd. NE; 505/881-2737; https://canteenbrewhouse.com). There’s also the Canteen Taproom (417 Tramway Blvd. NE; 505/200-2344; https://canteenbrewhouse.com), serving the same brews with close-up views of the Sandias.


• S Bow & Arrow (600 McKnight Ave. NW; 505/247-9800; www.bowandarrowbrewing.com): This bright, spacious Native American-owned beer hall has an impressive variety of Southwest-themed offerings, including a blue corn lager, hazy IPA, and a farmhouse red ale.


• Paxton’s (1909 Bellamah Ave. NW; www.sawmillmarket.com): An airy taproom in the Sawmill Market food hall, Paxton’s serves a number of regional ales from the likes of Tractor, La Cumbre, and Marble, as well as a strong mix of stouts and IPAs. The outdoor seating area is usually packed in summer.


• Boese Brothers (601 Gold Ave. SW; 505/382-7060; www.boesebrothersbrewery.com): This downtown brewery is big and lively, usually with six house brews on tap and a menu of sandwiches. A second location is in Northeast Heights (7849 N. Tramway Blvd., Ste. C; 505/821-0752).


• Marble Brewery (111 Marble Ave. NW; 505/243-2739; https://marblebrewery.com): The brewery is located pleasantly out of the downtown fray, with a dog-friendly outdoor area featuring eclectic bands. In Northeast Heights there’s the Marble Taproom (9904 Montgomery Blvd. NE; 505/323-4030), and another is on the west side (5740 Night Whisper Rd. NW; 505/508-4368).


• S Juno Brewery (1501 1st St. NW; 505/219-3938; https://junopub.com): Funky and friendly, much like its previous incarnation as Dialogue Brewing, this brewery fosters a strong community feel and showcases works by local artists. There are DJs and live acts some nights, too. Beers on tap include lagers, IPAs, and a smooth stout.


• Tractor Brewing: This popular brewing company has three locations near central Albuquerque. Its brewery is in the industrial area north of downtown (1800 4th St. NW; 505/243-6752; https://getplowed.com), an airy bar is in Nob Hill (118 Tulane St. SE; 505/433-5654), and there’s an outpost on the west side (5720 McMahon Blvd. NW; 505/361-1834). The brewery and bar feature live music regularly, while the west side outpost occasionally has food trucks parked outside.


• La Cumbre Brewing (3313 Girard Blvd. NE; 505/872-0225; www.lacumbrebrewing.com): La Cumbre’s brewery is in a fairly isolated industrial area, with only the occasional food truck for sustenance, but locals love this beer. Its newer La Cumbre Taproom is farther out on the west side (5600 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste. C1; 505/916-0787).


TOURS


For car-free sampling, check out Duke City Pedaler, a so-called party bike that fits more than a dozen passengers and makes a few stops at Old Town and Sawmill area bars and tasting rooms (www.tourabq.com; $35).


RESOURCES


For more, see the New Mexico Brewers Guild (www.nmbeer.org). The Albuquerque Journal also has a dedicated Brews News beat.





LIVE MUSIC


Albuquerque’s arts scene graces a number of excellent stages.


KiMo Theatre


423 Central Ave. NW; 505/768-3522; www.cabq.gov/kimo


The most beautiful venue is the city-owned KiMo Theatre, often hosting locally written plays and dance, as well as the occasional musical performance and film screening.


Roy E. Disney Center for Performing Arts


1701 4th St. SW; 505/724-4771; www.nhccnm.org


Bigger classical and folkloric acts perform at the Roy E. Disney Center for Performing Arts at the National Hispanic Cultural Center, a modernized Mesoamerican pyramid that contains three venues, the largest of which is a 691-seat proscenium theater. This is the place to catch a performance by visiting or local flamenco artists; with the National Institute of Flamenco headquartered in Albuquerque, there’s often someone performing.


Popejoy Hall


UNM campus; 505/925-5858; www.popejoypresents.com


UNM’s Popejoy Hall hosts the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra (which also plays at the Rio Grande Zoo in the summer) as well as a selection of marquee touring Broadway musicals and dance performances.


Chatter Sunday


912 3rd St. NW; 505/234-4611; www.chatterabq.org; 10:30am Sun.; $20


A more intimate classical event is Chatter Sunday. Originally known as Church of Beethoven, this chamber-music show aims to offer all the community and quiet of church, with none of the religious overtones. The “service” lasts about an hour, with two musical performances, interspersed with a poem and a few minutes of silent contemplation. It’s all fueled by free espresso.


Casa Flamenca


401 Rio Grande Blvd. NW; 505/247-0622; www.casaflamenca.org


Flamenco enthusiasts should check the schedule at Casa Flamenca in Old Town. The dance school in an old adobe house hosts a monthly tablao, in which local teachers and visiting experts perform.


Isleta Amphitheater


5601 University Blvd. SE; www.albuquerqueamphitheater.com


For rock and rap concerts, the biggest venue in town is Isleta Amphitheater, on the city’s south side, with space for some 15,000 people.


Sandia Casino


I-25 at Tramway; 505/796-97500; www.sandiacasino.com


The ritziest of the Albuquerque-area casinos is Sandia Casino, which has a 4,000-seat outdoor amphitheater.


Sunshine Theater


120 Central Ave. SW; 505/764-0249; https://sunshinetheaterlive.com


Sunshine Theater is a converted movie house with excellent sightlines. The schedule features a wide mix of shows with a more alternative bent, including frequent national acts.


Launchpad


618 Central Ave. SW; 505/764-8887; www.launchpadrocks.com


To catch touring indie rockers or the local crew about to hit it big, head to the lively Launchpad. Arrive early as shows are often packed and space is at a premium; there are a few arcade games, too.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


Gathering of Nations Powwow


Tingley Coliseum and Expo New Mexico, both at 300 San Pedro Dr. NE; 505/836-2810; www.gatheringofnations.com; Apr.


The colorful Gathering of Nations Powwow is the largest tribal get-together in the United States, with more than 3,000 dancers and singers in full regalia from over 500 tribes coming together. Miss Indian World earns her crown by showing off traditional talents such as spearfishing and storytelling.


Albuquerque Summerfest


various outdoor venues in Nob Hill, Northeast Heights, and the North Valley; www.cabq.gov; one Sat. per month June-Aug.; free


Held in three different parts of Albuquerque, the city-run Summerfest features free concerts, local crafts, food trucks, and plenty of beer from local breweries.


New Mexico State Fair


Expo New Mexico, 300 San Pedro Dr. NE; https://statefair.exponm.com; Sept.; $15


Just after Labor Day, the state’s agricultural roots get their due at the New Mexico State Fair: two weeks of fried foods, prizewinning livestock, midway rides, and really excellent rodeos, which often end with shows by country music legends.


¡Globalquerque!


National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 4th St. NW; www.globalquerque.org; mid-Sept.; free


The eclectic and never dull weekend-long world-music fest ¡Globalquerque! draws top-notch pop and traditional performers from around the world as well as plenty of international arts and crafts and cuisine.


Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta


Balloon Fiesta Park, 4401 Alameda Blvd. NE; 505/821-1000; www.balloonfiesta.com; Oct.; $15


The city’s biggest annual event is the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, nine days dedicated to New Mexico’s official state aircraft, with more than 700 hot-air balloons of all colors, shapes, and sizes gathering at a dedicated park on the north side of town, west of I-25. During the fiesta, the city is packed with “airheads,” who claim this is the best gathering of its kind in the world. If you go, don’t miss an early morning mass ascension, when the balloons glow against the dark sky, then lift silently into the air in a great wave. Parking can be a nightmare—take the park-and-ride bus ($25, including admission), or ride a bike (valet parking available!).




Ceremonial Dances


This is an approximate schedule for dances at Albuquerque-area pueblos. Pueblo feast days are always on the same date and generally open to all, but seasonal dances (especially Easter and other spring rituals) can vary, and they are sometimes closed to visitors. Confirm details and start times with the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center (2401 12th St. NW; 505/843-7270; www.indianpueblo.org) before setting out.


• January 1: Jemez: Los Matachines; Kewa (Santo Domingo): corn dance


• January 6: most pueblos: various dances to honor new tribal officials


• Easter: most pueblos: various dances


• May 1: San Felipe: Feast of San Felipe


• Memorial Day weekend: Jemez: craft show and powwow


• June 13: Sandia: Feast of San Antonio


• June 29: Santa Ana and Kewa (Santo Domingo): Feast of San Pedro


• July 14: Cochiti: Feast of San Bonaventura


• July 26: Santa Ana: Feast of Santa Ana


• August 2: Jemez: Feast of Santa Persingula


• August 4: Kewa (Santo Domingo): Feast of Santo Domingo


• August 10: Jemez: Pueblo Independence Day and Fair


• August 15: Zia: Feast of the Assumption of Our Blessed Mother


• August 28: Isleta: Feast of San Agustín (ends September 4)
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