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INTRODUCTION


Whether he was riding at full speed on the family’s sit-on mower, driving old bangers with his dad or even riding horses, Lando Norris has always had a thirst for speed and competing. Inspired by his hero – world champion motorcyclist Valentino Rossi – young Lando wanted to go fast or go home. Supported by his family, the youngster was encouraged to try go-karting – and never looked back.


He would sacrifice his education, friends and teenage years to follow his dreams, racing, competing and practising endlessly in a home simulator to become the best he could be. His privileged upbringing gave him the opportunity to follow his dream until he gradually began to stand on his own two feet as karting turned to Formulas 4, 3 and then 2, and the young Brit emerged as one of the outstanding young talents of his generation.


In 2017, McLaren signed him up as a young driver, before promoting him to be their official test and reserve driver for the 2018 season.


In 2019, he signed a contract to compete in Formula 1 for McLaren and has become one of motorsport’s most popular and charismatic figures, with his playful, often outspoken, persona revealed – and embraced by a new, younger audience of F1 fans.


He is already spoken about as one of the true British F1 greats, and his future continues to look bright... orange.
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Born to Race


From the moment he could walk, Lando Norris was obsessed with anything that moved fast.


He idolised Valentino Rossi, and initially it looked like bikes would be his obsession – until he discovered the family lawn-mower, and then go-karts...








[image: open quotation.]


Initially what got me into Valentino was just his colours. I was probably only five years old at the time, and when you’re at that age it’s hard to like anything for a reason other than it looked cool!


[image: close quotation.]


Lando Norris on nine-time motorcycle world champion Valentino Rossi, his first inspiration to race, formula1.com, October 2023.
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When I was about six I got a motorcross bike, because I was quite into motorbikes watching MotoGP, and my hero at the time was Valentino Rossi.


[image: close quotation.]


On how he was initially more interested in two wheels than four, International Journal of the FIA, #21, 2017.
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I’d sit on his lap, and we’d just tear around on this thing. What’s the worst Citroën? A Saxo or something? He bought it for about £200 and it would overheat in 10 minutes!


[image: close quotation.]


Lando remembers driving around a field in Glastonbury with his dad in an old banger getting a taste for speed, The Telegraph, July 2024.





[image: open quotation.]


I used to love driving the mower. It was a proper sit-on one. But I was so small when I was a kid – 30kg when I was 10 – I had to drag some of my dad’s dumbbells from some old gym equipment he had and put them on the mower, because the mower wouldn’t start unless there was 50kg on top. I used to go out after school and just drive the mower and cut everything and perfect the garden!


[image: close quotation.]


On how high-speed gardening scratched an early itch, The Telegraph, July 2024.







FACT


Lando sampled kart racing for the first time at Clay Pigeon Raceway aged seven, along with older brother Oliver, and began competing in karting races soon afterwards.


Bonus fact:
Former F1 world champion Jenson Button also first raced at Clay Pigeon.








[image: open quotation.]


First day of school is boring but it’s May Fair so not so bad plus my mum is making pancakes yum, yum.


[image: close quotation.]


A 13-year-old Lando’s Tweet from 2012 would come back to haunt him years later, sportskeeda.com, March 2022.
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One day after school my dad took me and my brother to the local kart track, which was Clay Pigeon, for a round of the British Super 1 Championship. As soon as I saw it, I told my dad that I wanted to have a go.


[image: close quotation.]


On his early beginnings, redbull.com, December 2016.
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I wasn’t hugely into motor racing when I was younger, I never really watched every Formula One race, I just watched a few. When I started karting I started watching more and more and got more interested in Formula One.


[image: close quotation.]


Lando on an interest that grew into an obsession, sportsjournalismsgs.com, January 2017.
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I think when I was super young, I loved [school]. Like all kids, you love it. And you have a lot of friends and stuff. But when I started travelling a little bit – by the time I was eight I was racing properly – I would start to miss a bit of school. And I think as soon as you have that, at such a young age, it already





starts to affect you. And it only gets worse. The more you step up, the more you travel, the more you go away, the longer the weekends are, you’re travelling to Europe… and that age is when most people make childhood friends, some of which last a lifetime.
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