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      Everyman’s Poetry

      
      Everyman, I will go with thee, and be thy guide

      
      Matthew Arnold
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      Chronology of Arnold’s Life

      
      

         
         
            
            	
Year


            
            	Age

            
            	Life

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1822

            
            	

            
            	(24 December) Birth of Matthew Arnold, eldest son of Thomas Arnold and Mary Penrose, at Laleham, Middlesex

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1828

            
            	5

            
            	Thomas Arnold appointed headmaster of Rugby

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1834

            
            	11

            
            	Fox How built as family holiday home in the Lake District. Wordsworth a friendly neighbour

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1836

            
            	13

            
            	Pupil at Winchester

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1837

            
            	14

            
            	Pupil at Rugby School

            
         

         

	  
	  
	  


         
            
            	1840

            
            	17

            
            	School prize poem Alaric at Rome published. Wins scholarship to Balliol College, Oxford
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1841

            
            	18

            
            	Thomas Arnold becomes Oxford Professor of Modern History. Matthew goes up to Balliol in October; friendship with A. H. Clough

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1842

            
            	19

            
            	Death of Thomas Arnold (12 June)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
            
            	1843

            
            	20

            
            	Newdigate Prize poem Cromwell published
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  

         
         
            
            	1844

            
            	21

            
            	Writes ‘Shakspeare’ sonnet (August). Second Class Honours in Oxford Finals (November)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1845

            
            	22

            
            	Elected Fellow of Oriel College (March). Philosophical reading includes Lucretius, Cudworth, Glanvil and the Bhagavad-Gita

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1846

            
            	23

            
            	Trips to France to see George Sand and Rachel

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
            
            	1847

            
            	24

            
            	Reading Béranger, Maurice de Guérin. To London as secretary to Lord Lansdowne (Whig cabinet minister) (April). Possible tendresse for Lake District neighbour Mary Claude
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	
1848


            
            	25

            
            	Reading Epictetus. Visits Switzerland (September); writes first of love poems later included in the ‘Switzerland’ sequence.
               Reads Senancour’s Obermann (November)
            

            
         

         
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
            
            	1849

            
            	26

            
            	Publishes The Strayed Reveller, and Other Poems (February). At work on ‘Empedocles on Etna’ (July); publishes ‘To the Hungarian Nation’ in the Examiner. Holiday in Switzerland (September); writes ‘Stanzas in Memory of the Author of “Obermann” ’
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1850

            
            	27

            
            	Wordsworth dies (April); Arnold’s elegy ‘Memorial Verses’ in Fraser’s (August). Arnold’s sister Jane marries; his courtship of Frances Lucy Wightman discouraged by her father
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1851

            
            	28

            
            	Engaged to Miss Wightman (March). Appointed Inspector of Schools (April). Marriage. (June) Honeymoon on Continent; visits
               Grande Chartreuse (September) Begins work as inspector of Non-Conformist schools (11 October)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1852

            
            	29

            
            	First child, Thomas, born (July) Publishes Empedocles on Etna, and Other Poems (October)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1853

            
            	30

            
            	Clough compares the Empedocles volume unfavourably with Alexander Smith’s A Life-Drama because it lacks engagement with modern life (July). Arnold publishes Poems A New Edition; preface explains he has suppressed ‘Empedocles on Etna’, not because it lacked modernity, but because it failed to ‘inspirit
               and rejoice the reader’. ‘Sohrab and Rustum’ replaces the previous title-poem (November)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1854

            
            	31

            
            	Publishes revised edition of Poems (1853). Poems, Second Series (December) (dated 1855)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  



         
            
            	
1855


            
            	32

            
            	Publishes ‘Stanzas from the Grande Chartreuse’ (April), ‘Haworth Churchyard’ (May) in Fraser’s

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1856

            
            	33

            
            	Member of the Athenaeum. Finds himself ‘sadly bothered and hindered’ from writing poetry

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1857

            
            	34

            
            	Publishes a third, further revised edition of Poems (1853). Inaugural lecture as Oxford Professor of Poetry (November); series on ‘The Modern Element in Literature’ (on medieval
               and Romantic writing) runs until spring 1863. Merope. A Tragedy (December) (dated 1858)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1858

            
            	35

            
            	Settles in Chester Square, London. Holiday in France and Switzerland; visits Heine’s grave

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1859

            
            	36

            
            	To Continent for Newcastle Education Commission; meets Renan and Sainte-Beuve. England and the Italian Question (August)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1860

            
            	37

            
            	‘Saint Brandan’ in Fraser’s and ‘The Lord’s Messengers’ in Cornhill (July). Oxford lectures on translating Homer
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1861

            
            	38

            
            	On Translating Homer (January) The Popular Education of France (May). Clough dies; Arnold gives further Homer lecture (November)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1862

            
            	39

            
            	Publishes ‘The Twice-Revised Code’ (Fraser’s, March) and On Translating Homer: Last Words

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1863

            
            	40

            
            	Lecture on Heine to begin third Oxford series (June). Lecture on Joubert (November)

            
         


	  
	  
	  



         
            
            	
1864


            
            	41

            
            	A French Eton. Oxford lecture ‘The Function of Criticism’ (October)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1865

            
            	42

            
            	Publishes Essays in Criticism (February). Visits Continent for Taunton Commission schools enquiry (April-November). Begins fourth Oxford lecture series
               on ‘The Study of Celtic Literature’ (December)
            

            
         

         
	  
	  
	  



         
            
            	1866

            
            	43

            
            	‘My Countrymen’ in Cornhill (February). ‘Thyrsis’ in Macmillan’s (April). Publishes first of the Friendship’s Garland essays (July)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1867

            
            	44

            
            	On the Study of Celtic Literature (June); final Oxford lecture: ‘Culture & Its Enemies’. New Poems (July)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1868

            
            	45

            
            	Deaths of sons Basil and Thomas. Second, revised edition of New Poems (May) Publishes Culture and Anarchy essays in Cornhill

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1869

            
            	46

            
            	Culture and Anarchy (January). Poems, the first collected edition of his poetry (June)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1870

            
            	47

            
            	Promoted Senior Inspector of Schools. St Paul and Protestantism (May)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1871

            
            	48

            
            	Friendship’s Garland (February)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    

	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1873

            
            	50

            
            	Literature & Dogma (February)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1875

            
            	52

            
            	God & the Bible (November)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1877

            
            	54

            
            	Last Essays on Church & Religion (March)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	
1878


            
            	55

            
            	Selected Poems (June) Begins three-year series of articles on Ireland (July)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1879

            
            	56

            
            	Mixed Essays and a selected Wordsworth

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1880

            
            	57

            
            	Contributes ‘The Study of Poetry’ and essays on Gray and Keats to Ward’s English Poets

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1881

            
            	58

            
            	Publishes a selected Byron

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1882

            
            	59

            
            	‘Westminster Abbey’ in The Nineteenth Century (January) Irish Essays (March)
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1884

            
            	61

            
            	Promoted Chief Inspector of Schools

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1885

            
            	62

            
            	Discourses in America; final collected Poems

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1886

            
            	63

            
            	Retires from Inspectorship

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1888

            
            	65

            
            	Dies in Liverpool (15 April) Essays in Criticism (2nd Series) published (November)
            

            
         
                  
         
      

      

   
      


Chronology of his Times


      
      
         
         
         
         
            
            	Year

            
            	Artistic Events

            
            	Historical Events

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1822

            
            	Death of Shelley

            
            	Greek War of Independence

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1828

            
            	Carlyle, Essay on Goethe

            
            	Repeal of Test Acts

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1834

            
            	Death of Coleridge

            
            	New Poor Law

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1836

            
            	Dickens, Pickwick Papers

            
            	Hampden controversy

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1837

            
            	Carlyle, French Revolution

            
            	Accession of Queen Victoria

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1840

            
            	Browning, Sordello

            
            	Victoria marries Albert

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1841

            
            	Browning, Pippa Passes

            
            	Newman, Tract 90. Tory government (Peel)
            

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1842

            
            	Tennyson, Poems

            
            	Chartist petition

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1843

            
            	Mill, Logic Carlyle, Past & Present

            
            	Newman resigns St Mary’s

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1844

            
            	E. B. Barrett, Poems

            
            	Stanley, Life of Arnold

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1845

            
            	Browning, Dramatic Romances & Lyrics

            
            	Newman joins Roman Church. Irish famine (1845–50)

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1846

            
            	
Brontës, Poems

Dickens, Dombey and Son


            
            	Repeal of Corn Laws. Whig government (Russell)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1847

            
            	
Brontës, Wuthering Heights, Jane Eyre

Tennyson, The Princess


            
            	Irish emigration. Swiss Civil War

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	
1848


            
            	
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood

            Clough, Bothie of Toperna-Fuosich

            Keats, Life & Letters


            
            	Revolutions in France, Germany, Poland, Hungary, Italy. Young Ireland rising. Chartist meeting in London

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1849

            
            	
Dickens, David Copperfield

            Sainte-Beuve, Causeries du lundi


            
            	European revolutions suppressed. British annex Punjab

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1850

            
            	
Tennyson, In Memoriam

            Wordsworth, The Prelude


            
            	Roman Catholic bishops reestablished in England

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1851

            
            	E. B. Browning, Casa Guidi Windows

            
            	Whig government resigns but returns. Great Exhibition

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1852

            
            	
Thackeray, Henry Esmond

            Gautier, Émaux et Camées

            Leconte de Lisle,

            Poèmes antiques


            
            	Tory government (Derby) Whig & Peelite government (Aberdeen)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1853

            
            	
C. Brontë, Villette

            Alexander Smith, Poems


            
            	Russia attacks Turkey

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1854

            
            	
Aytoun, Firmilian

            Patmore, The Angel in the House


            
            	Crimean War (1854–6)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
         
         
            
            	
1855


            
            	
Browning, Men & Women

            Tennyson, Maud


            
            	Palmerston government

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1856

            
            	
Morris & Rossetti, Oxford & Cambridge Magazine

E. B. Browning, Aurora Leigh


            
            	Anglo-Persian War

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1857

            
            	
Hughes, Tom Brown’s Schooldays

            Baudelaire, Les Fleurs du mal


            
            	Indian Mutiny. Commercial crisis

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1858

            
            	
Clough, Amours de Voyage

Morris, The Defence of Guenevere


            
            	Tory government (Derby)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1859

            
            	
Tennyson, Idylls of the King

Fitzgerald, Rubáiyát

George Eliot, Adam Bede


            
            	War of Italian Liberation. Liberal government (Palmerston). Darwin, Origin of Species. Mill, On Liberty

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1860

            
            	Dickens, Great Expectations

            
            	Garibaldi in Sicily. Essays & Reviews

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1861

            
            	
George Eliot, Silas Marner

Hughes, Tom Brown at Oxford

Morris & Co


            
            	American Civil War (1861–5). Prince Consort dies. First Italian parliament meets

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1862

            
            	
C. Rossetti, Goblin Market

Swinburne’s review of Baudelaire

Meredith, Modern Love

Clough, Poems


            
            	Bismarck becomes chief minister of Prussia. Revised education code (‘payment by results’)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1863

            
            	Gilchrist, Life of Blake

            
            	Renan, Vie de Jésus. Bishop Colenso deposed
            

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
         
            
            	
1864


            
            	
Browning, Dramatis Personae

Newman, Apologia pro vita sua

Tennyson, Enoch Arden


            
            	Prussia and Austria annex Schleswig-Holstein

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1865

            
            	Swinburne, Atalanta in Calydon

            
            	Palmerston dies; Russell PM

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1866

            
            	
Swinburne, Poems & Ballads

C. Rossetti, The Prince’s Progress


            
            	
Prussia defeats Austria.

Gladstone’s Reform Bill defeated. Tory government (Derby). Hyde Park riots


            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1867

            
            	
Morris, Life & Death of Jason

Pater, Essay on Winckelmann


            
            	Second Reform Act. Fenian rising. Marx, Das Kapital

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1868

            
            	
Browning, The Ring & the Book

Swinburne, William Blake

Morris, The Earthly Paradise


            
            	
Disraeli succeeds Derby as PM.

Liberal government (Gladstone). Russia annexes Samarcand


            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1869

            
            	Tennyson, The Holy Grail & Other Poems

            
            	Suez Canal opens. Mill, The Subjection of Women

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1870

            
            	
D. G. Rossetti, Poems

Newman, The Grammar of Assent


            
            	Franco-Prussian War. Forster’s Elementary Education Act

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1871

            
            	
Swinburne, Songs before Sunrise

George Eliot, Middlemarch


            
            	Commune in Paris. Abolition of religious tests at Oxford and Cambridge

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1873

            
            	Pater, The Renaissance

            
            	German troops leave France

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1874

            
            	Hardy, Far from the Madding Crowd

            
            	Tory government (Disraeli). T. H. Green, Hume

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1877

            
            	Mallock, The New Republic

            
            	Queen Victoria proclaimed Empress of India

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
         
            
            	
1878


            
            	Swinburne, Poems & Ballads, 2nd Series

            
            	Treaty of Berlin

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1880

            
            	Death of George Eliot

            
            	Liberal government (Gladstone)

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1881

            
            	
James, Portrait of a Lady

Wilde, Poems


            
            	Irish Coercion and Land Acts

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1882

            
            	Swinburne, Tristram of Lyonesse

            
            	Lord Frederick Cavendish murdered in Phoenix Park

            
         

         
                	  
                	  
                	  
         
    
         
         
            
            	1885

            
            	Pater, Marius the Epicurean

            
            	Third Reform Act. Tory government (Salisbury)

            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1886

            
            	
Hardy, The Mayor of Casterbridge

Kipling, Departmental Ditties


            
            	
Liberal government (Gladstone).

Irish Home Rule Bill defeated.

Tory government (Salisbury)


            
         


	  
	  
	  


         
         
            
            	1888

            
            	
Mrs Humphry Ward, Robert Elsmere

Morris, Signs of Change

Yeats, Fairy Tales of the Irish Peasantry


            
            	Accession of Kaiser Wilhelm II
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