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How to use this Ebook


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.





Collage


Welcome to the world of contemporary collage. Collage invites you to collect, combine and transform existing imagery and ephemera, both old and new, into entirely original compositions. Tactile, versatile and accessible, collage encapsulates the magic of reinvention. Collage can elevate trash into treasure. It is an art form for everyone and for every budget.


Derived from the French terms papier collé (pasted paper) and découpage (from découper, to cut out), collage describes the process of applying cut papers to different surfaces. It was not always considered ‘high art’, but twentieth-century artist visionaries would change that. They understood how the simplest of processes and mediums could become a powerful tool for self-expression, for pushing artistic boundaries and even delivering social and political commentaries.


Collage promises endless possibilities and is the perfect platform to trial the favourite techniques, methods and subjects that inspired and captivated some of the twentieth century’s greatest artists. When, in 1912, Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque began introducing real newspapers and wallpaper clippings into their cubist works, they were not only giving the art world a new medium to play with, but introducing a new form; one that was defined largely by humour and playfulness, challenging the boundaries between art and reality.


Through collage, you’ll learn how to manipulate, combine, deconstruct and reconstruct images. As you dive deeper you’ll discover how the art of collage stretches the imagination and encourages a reinterpretation of the familiar and mundane. Try your hand at photomontage, a technique championed by Dada artist Hannah Höch, and see how you can make an everyday scene entirely surreal (see here). Reinvent space using David Hockney’s famous joiner technique (see here) or create by destroying, like Mimmo Rotella through the spontanteous and deeply satisfying art of décollage.
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Bottle of Vieux Marc, Glass, Guitar and Newspaper by Pablo Picasso, 1913


(Printed papers and ink on paper) Tate
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Keep your Head by Edward Burra, 1930


(printed papers and graphite on paper) Tate
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Con un sorriso (With a Smile) by Mimmo Rotella, 1962


(printed papers on canvas) Tate





The 50 contemporary collage projects within this book will both inform and inspire you to experiment with a range of materials, techniques and themes. Each chapter centres around a different subject, and the projects within develop on this theme and offer a variety of fresh approaches to it. Simple step-by-step directions demonstrate the creative process behind an example artwork. With a great mix of collage styles to choose from, you can start at the beginning and work your way through the book, or dip in and out of the projects as you wish.


As you grow in confidence, you’ll find your understanding of composition, media, shape and colour develops. You might discover a new interest in typography by incorporating text into your work (see here). Perhaps you’ll leap from two-dimensional artworks to three-dimensional assemblages (see here), or find yourself discovering a new media by using it in your collage. You might enjoy the linear process of using washi tape (see here), or the spontaneity of a line drawing inspired by your collage elements (see here), a little like Edward Burra, whose clear lines contrast with surreal, photographic collage elements.


No specialist items are required for any of the featured projects. You’ll need only everyday materials and tools that you can easily get your hands on: family photographs, vintage and contemporary magazines, worn out books from charity shops and thrift stores, everyday ephemera and objects such as tickets, packaging and labels. Even a modest collection of materials will make for an almost infinite source of visuals that you can recycle. Gathering is an essential part of collage and you should constantly be on the look-out for useful images. Start hoarding today to build your own collection and keep adding to this so that you’ll have your own impressive archive of imagery, ready for whenever inspiration strikes. Often it will be the story of these pieces which forms the seed of an idea, so look to your materials and use them to decide where you want to start. Once you have something in mind, use this book to help you come up with the design and find the best process or technique to realise it.


It’s time to discover your own collage style. Be inspired by what you see, learn by doing and feel encouraged to explore further. Cut, rip and paste your way to unique works of art that you can call your own. Project: Collage is packed with ideas to get you started. This is only the beginning.







Freehand


Random rips and tears through layers of imagery, otherwise known as décollage, offers a satisfying uniqueness to each collage composition as you can never knowingly repeat a tear. Soft, torn paper edges blend images together, but they can also be juxtaposed with blunt, straight cut edges. In this freehand approach to collage, contrasting images merge, with the undulating ripped paper edges casting slight shadows and adding depth. Consider your composition and embrace opportunities to frame, highlight or distort elements within. Paste and tear your way with the art of décollage, embracing the spontaneity of raw edges and the unexpected compositions that materialise by chance.


Play with tears to create dramatic contrasts between colour and black-and-white imagery, explore rugged seascapes with a single sharp focal point, and randomly rip back the layers to reveal powerful compositions.
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Torn Apart


(magazines, glue)









01. Torn


Random tears create unique shapes that lend themselves perfectly to scenes of nature, such as rolling hills, stormy seascapes and wild mountain ranges. Seascapes make a good subject for this spontaneous type of collage as no two wave formations are ever the same, but this technique could work for many different kinds of landscape.


Look for contrasting imagery to use, and remember that just because you’re making an image of, say, a seascape, the constituent parts don’t have to come from images of seas. Here, for example, I’ve created my seascape out of different skies. Embrace the transformative element of collage. Placing a single sharp image on a roughly layered background gives the image focus and is a simple formula for creating an impactful collage.
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1.


Collect different images of one landscape element, such as skies; each with its own quality. Tear each sky image into strips of varying widths and shapes. Gently guide your tears to create a mix of rough, wavy and straight edges. Ripping with or against the grain will affect the edge.
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2.


Using a white or textured paper as the background, build the seascape image by juxtaposing dark strips of sky with lighter ones. Overlap some strips, but leave gaps between others. Rearrange the strips until you are happy with the composition. Leave a space clear for adding a focal point.
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3.


Choose a strong single image, such as a seabird in flight, and cut it out neatly. This is the focal point of your image. Position the cut-out image within the seascape and readjust the strips if necessary. Once you are entirely satisfied with the composition, glue the strips of paper and the cut-out in place.
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Seagull


(magazines, paper, scissors, glue)









02. Layers & tears


Inspired by ageing, peeling billboard posters, the technique of décollage can partially reveal secret histories hidden beneath vibrant layering. You can peel the layers back to unveil colours, textures, faces and shapes seemingly from the past. As you tear through each layer, the composition will continue to change, so capture each reveal with your camera. With this technique there is no going back!
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1.


Start by painting a base colour for your composition. Mask a rectangle with tape and then, with a large brush and mixed paint, start to block in the colour. Remove the tape to leave a neat edge.
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2.


Collect your images. Using a glue stick or PVA glue and a brush, build up layers of pages torn from magazines, one on top of the other, in a random arrangement. Build up the layers to a good thickness, then leave to dry overnight.




OEBPS/images/f0008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0008-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0014-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0010-01.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Title Page



		Contents



		How to use this Ebook



		Collage



		Freehand



		01. Torn



		02. Layers and tears











		Colour



		03. Perspective



		04. Colour blocks











		Build



		05. Kaleidoscopic



		06. Shape



		07. Grid











		Spaces



		08. Creating space



		09. Punching holes



		10. Confetti collage











		Texty



		11. Type as texture



		12. Multilingual



		13. Features











		Menagerie



		14. Mirror mirror



		15. Anthropomorphic



		16. Sketch











		3D



		17. Assemblage



		18. Trompe l’oeil



		19. Juxtapose



		20. Earthy textures











		Canvas



		21. Recycle



		22. Suits











		Washi



		23. Washi pattern



		24. Washi layers











		Surreal



		25. Thirds



		26. Transformation



		27. Split and repeat



		28. Humour



		29. Upside down











		Distort



		30. Tessellate



		31. Spin



		32. Stretch











		Pattern



		33. Aura



		34. Pyramids



		35. Scene within a scene











		Persona



		36. Human combo



		37. Mash-up



		38. Graphic



		39. Stitched











		Joiners



		40. Building a picture



		41. Deconstruct











		Mixology



		42. Oil pastel



		43. Tissue paper



		44. Paint



		45. Disintegrate











		Repeat



		46. Movement



		47. Multiply











		Fashion



		48. Frame it











		Inside out



		49. Reveal



		50. Peepholes











		Acknowledgements



		About the author



		Copyright













Guide





		Cover



		Title Page



		Start













OEBPS/images/f0003-01.jpg
Project:

Collage

50 projects to spark your creativity

Bev Speight

ilex









OEBPS/images/f0007-01.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
50 projects to spark your creativity








OEBPS/images/f0005-01.png







OEBPS/images/f0013-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0013-03.jpg





