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HURRICAN’TS 


Hurricanes So Damaging Their Names Have Been Retired 












	Name 

	Last Heard from





	Agnes 



	1972







	Alicia 



	1983







	Allen 



	1980







	Andrew 



	1992







	Anita 



	1977







	Audrey 



	1957







	Betsy 



	1965







	Beulah 



	1967







	Bob 



	1991







	Camille 



	1969







	Carla 



	1961







	Carmen 



	1974







	Carol 



	1954







	Celia 



	1970







	Cleo 



	1964







	Connie 



	1955







	David 



	1979







	Diana 



	1990







	Diane 



	1955







	Donna 



	1960







	Dora 



	1964







	Elena 



	1985







	Eloise 



	1975







	Flora 



	1963







	Frederic 



	1979







	Gilbert 



	1988







	Gloria 



	1985







	Hattie 



	1961







	Hazel 



	1954







	Hilda 



	1964







	Hugo 



	1989







	Ione 



	1955







	Inez 



	1966







	Janet 



	1955







	Joan 



	1988







	Klaus 



	1990







	Luis 



	1995







	Marilyn 



	1995







	Mitch 



	1998







	Opal 



	1995







	Roxanne 



	1995
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YAWN 


Famous Insomniacs 


Caligula * Joseph Conrad * Marlene Dietrich * Alexandre Dumas * W. C. Fields * F. Scott Fitzgerald * Galileo * Hermann Goering * Rudyard Kipling * Alexander Pope 














BLACK PATENT 


Curiously, free blacks were allowed to hold U.S. patents, even before the Civil War. Often craftspeople and machinists, African Americans have held some of our most important patents.


Thomas Jennings was the first black man to hold a U.S. patent, which was granted in 1821 for a dry-cleaning process. He spent most of his considerable earnings promoting abolitionist causes.


Henry Blair received a patent in 1834 for his corn-planting machine. Two years later, he invented a corn-harvesting machine as well.


Norbert Rillieux patented an evaporator for refining sugar in 1845 that is still in use.


Elijah McCoy patented a device for lubricating steam engines in 1872, which was the first of fifty-seven patents issued to him in his lifetime.


Lewis Howard Latimer was granted a patent for an electric lamp in 1881 and a carbon light bulb filament in 1882. He was the only black man working in Thomas Edison’s lab.


Sarah E. Goode designed a folding cabinet bed, which was patented in 1885, making her the first black woman granted a U.S. patent.


Anna M. Mangin patented a pastry fork in 1892.


Madame C. J. Walker patented a hair-care system for black men and women in the early 1900s, sales of which made her the wealthiest black woman in America. She donated most of her fortune to black charities.


Garrett Augustus Morgan patented a gas mask in 1914, which was widely used in World War I. He went on to design automated traffic lights that were awarded patents in 1923.


George Washington Carver was granted three patents in his lifetime, all issued in 1927 for a processing system he invented for producing paints and stains from the humble soybean. Today, Carver is most widely known for inventing more than three hundred uses for the peanut.


Frederick McKinley Jones patented a refrigeration system in 1938 that revolutionized long-haul trucking. A specialist in refrigeration, Jones gathered more than forty patents in his lifetime.


David Crosthwaite patented a heating system that he went on to install in New York’s Radio City Music Hall. Crosthwaite earned more than forty patents in his lifetime for advancements made in heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning systems.


Granville T. Woods held more than sixty patents, his most important for a system that made telegraph communication between two traveling trains possible.














TRIPLE CROWN WINNERS 












	Horse 

	Year





	Sir Barton 



	1919







	Gallant Fox 



	1930







	Omaha 



	1935







	War Admiral 



	1937







	Whirlaway 



	1941







	Count Fleet 



	1943







	Assault 



	1946







	Citation 



	1948







	Secretariat 



	1973







	Seattle Slew 



	1977







	Affirmed 



	1978
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ALL-TIME GREAT CONEY ISLAND SIDESHOW STARS 


Baby Dee the Human Hermaphrodite 
Bambi the Mermaid 
Christine Hell the Fire Eater 
Eak the Geek, the Illustrated Man 
Helen Melon (“She needs four men to hug her and 
a boxcar to lug her”) 
Indestructible Indio 
Koko the Killer Clown 
Ravi the Scorpion Mystic
 The Twisted Shockmeister
 Ula the Painproof Rubber Girl 
Zenobia the Bearded Lady 














INVENTORS AND THEIR FAMOUS— AND LESS FAMOUS—INVENTIONS 














	Inventor 

	Famous Invention 

	Less Famous Invention





	Isaac Newton 



	Laws of gravity (1684)



	Reflecting telescope (1668)







	Eli Whitney 



	Cotton gin (1794) 



	Mass production (1798)







	Benjamin Franklin



	Lightning conductor (1752)



	Bifocal lens (1784)







	Robert Fulton 



	Long-distance steamboat (1807)



	Metal-clad submarine (1800)







	Samuel F. B. Morse



	Morse code (1838) 



	Underwater telegraph cable (1842)







	Alfred Nobel 



	Dynamite (1867) 



	Nitroglycerine (1865)







	Thomas Alva Edison



	Incandescent light bulb (1879)



	Mimeograph (1875) and alkaline battery (1900)
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ELVIS!


In 1993, the U.S. Postal Service issued a commemorative stamp featuring a portrait of the “King.” The most popular stamp ever, more than 124 million have been collected by philatelists since its release. The next bestselling celebrity commemoratives are Marilyn Monroe, which sold 46.3 million stamps (number 6 overall) followed by Bugs Bunny, which sold 45.3 million (number 7 overall).














WHO AM I?


Our Human Ancestors 














	Who? 

	How Old? 

	Profile





	Ardipithecus ramidus kadabba 

	5.8–5.2 million years ago 



	Walked upright; 4 feet tall







	Ardipithecus ramidus ramidus 

	c. 4.4 million years



	Similar to A. ramidus kadabba





	Australopithecus anamensis 

	c. 4.2 million years



	Walked upright; possible ancestor of Lucy







	Australopithecus afarensis

	c. 3.2 million years 



	Lucy; 3.5 feet tall; lived in family groups in Africa







	Australopithecus africanus 

	c. 2.5 million years 



	Descendant of Lucy







	Australopithecus robustus 

	c. 2 million years 



	Related to A. africanus





	Homo habilis 

	c. 2 million years



	Brain enlarged; used simple tools







	Homo erectus

	c. 1.8 million years 



	Java Man; used fire; lived in caves; pre–Homo sapiens







	Homo sapiens idaltu

	160,000 years (?)



	Anatomically modern human







	Homo sapiens sapiens

	100,000 years (?)



	Anatomically modern human























The World’s Most Famous Eight-Man Baseball Club 


THE “WHO’S ON FIRST?” TEAM 


Abbott and Costello’s Shtick from The Naughty Nineties 












	Who: 



	First base







	What: 



	Second base







	I Don’t Know: 



	Third base







	Why: 



	Left field







	Because: 



	Center field







	Tomorrow: 



	Pitcher







	Today: 



	Catcher







	I Don’t Give a Darn: 



	Shortstop











There is no right fielder mentioned in the skit.














WHO WILL HELP?


The 2000 U.S. census points out the heartening statistic that 40 to 50 percent of adults between the ages of thirty-five and forty-four do some volunteer work. Though they are in one of life’s busiest times in terms of both family and career, this is also the age group with the highest volunteer percentage. The volunteers in this age group are nearly equally divided between men and women.
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THE EDSEL, the longest-running joke in the car industry— and one of its biggest flops—was not built by Edsel Ford but named for him after his death in 1943. Edsel himself was an automobile maker of extraordinary vision and distinction and was the man responsible for the design of the Lincoln Continental Mark I, which debuted in 1939.














QUESTIONABLE KUDOS: 
NOT-SO-GREAT FIRSTS FOR WOMEN


Goodwife (Goody)Wright was the first woman wrongly accused of witchcraft in America, in 1622.


Goodwife Norman and Mary Hammon were the first women arrested and tried for lesbianism, in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1649. In an odd judicial decision, Goody Norman was sentenced to “public acknowledgment,” while Ms. Hammon was acquitted.


Alice Thomas, in 1670s Boston, was the country’s first female tavern keeper and, haplessly, the first to be arrested—for selling liquor without a license, profaning the Sabbath, receiving stolen goods, and “frequent secret and unseasonable entertainment in her house to Lewd Lascivious and Notorious persons of both sexes, giving them opportunity to commit Carnale Wickedness.”


Mary (Molly) Brandt was the first woman found spying against the United States by informing the British of Patriot movements in New York State, in 1777.


Lucy Stone was the first woman arrested on charges of civil disobedience, in 1858, for protesting taxation without representation. Stone was also the first married woman to retain her maiden name.


Lucy Ware Webb Hayes became the first First Lady to ban liquor in the White House, earning her the nickname “Lemonade Lucy,” in 1877. Hayes was also the first woman to enroll at Ohio Wesleyan University.


Sally Tomkins was the first commissioned officer in the Confederate Army, in 1861.


Edith Eleanor McLean was the first premature baby placed in an incubator, then called a “hatching cradle,” at Ward’s Island in New York City, in 1888. She weighed 2 pounds, 7 ounces.


Evylyn Thomas was the first automobile accident victim, in 1896. She was riding her bicycle in New York City.


Sarah Emma Edmonds was the first woman inducted into the Grand Army of the Republic, an organization of Civil War veterans, in 1897. In 1861, the New Brunswick, Canada, native enlisted in Michigan as Franklin Thompson. Edmonds became a spy (“disguising” herself as a woman), deserted the army, and finally returned as a nurse.


Anna Edson Taylor was the first woman to go over Niagara Falls alone in a barrel (4.5 feet by 3 feet), in 1901. Her feat brought her a cash prize, which she used to save her ranch from foreclosure.


Nan Jane Aspinall was the first woman to ride alone across the United States on horseback, in 1910. She covered 4,500 miles in 301 days, but seriously delayed delivery of the letter she carried from the mayor of San Francisco to the mayor of New York by riding less than half of the time.


Maude B. Campbell was the first paying woman customer on a commercial plane in 1926. Campbell purchased a round trip ticket for $180 and flew from Salt Lake City, Utah, to Los Angeles in an open cockpit biplane. The trip lasted nine hours each way and Ms. Campbell was required to wear a parachute.


Mary Babnick Brown was the first woman whose hair (brunette, 34 inches long) was used as crosshairs for World War II B-17 bombsights.


Roberta A. Kankus was the first woman licensed as a commercial nuclear power plant operator at the pastoral-sounding Peach Bottom Power Plant, in 1976.


Dorothy Dietrich was the first woman ever to catch a bullet in her mouth, at the International Brotherhood of Magicians Convention, in 1980. Many had already found this perilous trick fatal, and even Houdini himself refused to attempt it.


Judith A. Resnick and Sharon Christa McAuliffe were the first women to die on a space flight, in 1986, aboard the Challenger. Resnick was a career astronaut. McAuliffe was chosen by President Reagan because she was a teacher; she planned to give science lessons to children via the Public Broadcasting System during the flight.


Arlette Rafferty Schweitzer was the first woman to bear her own grandchildren, acting as her daughter’s surrogate, in 1991.
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BLANCHETTE is Little Red Riding Hood’s given name.
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