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Sunlight shone through the treetops, casting pretty shadows on the forest floor. Charlotte couldn’t believe how big the giant redwood trees were. They towered up into the sky, with massive green ferns growing between them. It feels so magical here, Charlotte thought, looking around. A unicorn could be watching me, or a dragon!



Up ahead of her, Liam, one of her twin little brothers, called out, “Mum! Dad! Check out this tree!”

The Williams family had only been living in California a few months but Charlotte’s brothers were already starting to sound American.

Charlotte ran to join Liam. “I bet we can’t get our arms all the way around it even if we all hold hands,” she said. “Let’s try.”




Her mum, dad and Liam’s twin, Harvey, hurried over and held hands, but the tree trunk was so thick they couldn’t mange to make a circle around it.
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“We’re being watched,” Mr Williams pointed out, as a chipmunk peered at them from a nearby bush.

“They’re so cute,” said Charlotte as the chipmunk scampered away.

“I hope we see a bear,” said Harvey.

“If we do, I’ll run!” said Liam.

“No, you mustn’t,” said Charlotte quickly. “If you run it’ll chase you. You’ve got to make yourself seem big and make loads of noise to scare it away.”

“How do you know?” asked Liam, sounding impressed.

Charlotte grinned. “Mia, of course.” Mia was her best friend who lived in England, where Charlotte and her family came from. Mia loved animals and was always sharing interesting facts about them. Charlotte sighed. “I wish she could see all the different animals here in California.”

Her mum gave her shoulder a squeeze. “It must feel like ages since you saw her.”

Charlotte hid her smile. If only her mum knew! She and Mia had actually seen each other twice since she moved away. But no one else knew because it was a secret – a magical secret!

Charlotte felt a shiver of delight as she touched the gold pendant that hung around her neck. It was shaped like half a heart and had two diamonds embedded in it. Mia’s pendant was the other half of the heart. When the necklaces glowed, they whisked Charlotte and Mia away to the most incredible, enchanted place in the whole world – Wishing Star Palace, the home of the Secret Princesses!

If Charlotte and Mia completed their training, one day they would become princesses too. And not just ordinary princesses – Secret Princesses used magic to grant wishes! Sometimes Charlotte had to pinch herself to believe it was true!

A spark of light flew across the pendant. Charlotte frowned. Had she imagined it? But no! There was another! And another!

As her brothers scrambled over a fallen tree trunk, Charlotte ducked behind an enormous tree. The pendant began to sparkle and glow. Charlotte’s tummy somersaulted with excitement. She was going to have an adventure!

She closed her fingers around the pendant. No time would pass while she was away, so she knew her family wouldn’t be worried. “I wish that I could see Mia!” she whispered.

WHOOSH! Charlotte felt herself spinning through the air in a tunnel of brilliant golden light. As soon as her feet hit solid ground she opened her eyes. Even though she had been there twice before, the entrance hall of Wishing Star Palace was so grand it made her gasp.



[image: images]





She glanced down and squealed with excitement. Her shorts and T-shirt had transformed into her beautiful pink princess dress with dark pink roses on the skirt, and she could feel her tiara sitting on her brown curls. “Yes!” she breathed, twirling around on the spot and making her pretty skirt spin out.

Charlotte gazed around the hall, looking for Mia. Though it was still beautiful, the hall – like the rest of the palace – was rather faded and shabby. Paint was peeling off the walls and some of the windows were cracked. Charlotte shivered. She knew it was all because of Princess Poison. Nasty and cruel, Princess Poison had once been a Secret Princess but had turned bad. Now, she used her magic selfishly to spoil wishes. Whenever she succeeded, the palace crumbled a little bit more.

“Charlotte!”

Charlotte spun round. Mia was running down the wide staircase, wearing a gorgeous sparkly gold princess dress and a gold tiara. Her long blonde hair was up in a pretty bun.
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“Mia!” Charlotte cried.

They hugged at the bottom of the stairs.

Mia looked around. “It’s very quiet here today, isn’t it?”

Charlotte nodded. “I wonder where everyone is?” Both the other times they had come to the palace there had been lots of other Secret Princesses around.

She opened a door leading into a large ballroom and peeked in. It had a shiny marble floor and rich velvet curtains hanging from its tall windows, but there was nobody inside. “Strange.” The huge kitchen, full of gleaming copper pots and pans, was deserted too.

“There’s no one upstairs, either.” Mia looked worried. “You don’t think something bad happened, do you? Remember Princess Poison told us she was going to turn Wishing Star Palace into Poison Palace!”

“She can’t have done,” said Charlotte, hoping she was right. “Come on,” she said, taking Mia’s hand. “Let’s find out what’s going on!”
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