



[image: image]






FAST GERMAN






[image: ]







For UK order enquiries: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SB. Telephone: +44 (0) 1235 827720. Fax: +44 (0) 1235 400454. Lines are open 09.00–17.00, Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. Details about our titles and how to order are available at www.teachyourself.com


For USA order enquiries: please contact McGraw-Hill Customer Services, PO Box 545, Blacklick, OH 43004-0545, USA. Telephone: 1-800-722-4726. Fax: 1-614-755-5645.


For Canada order enquiries: please contact McGraw-Hill Ryerson Ltd, 300 Water St, Whitby, Ontario L1N 9B6, Canada. Telephone: 905 430 5000. Fax: 905 430 5020.


Long renowned as the authoritative source for self-guided learning – with more than 50 million copies sold worldwide – the teach yourself series includes over 500 titles in the fields of languages, crafts, hobbies, business, computing and education.


British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data: a catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.


Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: on file.


First published in UK 1998 as Teach Yourself Instant German by Hodder Education, part of Hachette UK, 338 Euston Road, London NW1 3BH.


First published in US 1998 as Teach Yourself Instant German by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.


This edition published 2011.


The teach yourself name is a registered trade mark of Hodder Headline.


Copyright © 1998, 2003, 2006, 2010, 2011 Elisabeth Smith.


In UK: All rights reserved. Apart from any permitted use under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information, storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, of Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.


In US: All rights reserved. Except as permitted under the United States Copyright Act of 1976, no part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the publisher.


Typeset by MPS Limited, a Macmillan Company.


Printed in Great Britain for Hodder Education, an Hachette UK Company, 338 Euston Road, London NW1 3BH, by CPI Cox & Wyman, Reading, Berkshire RG1 8EX.


The publisher has used its best endeavours to ensure that the URLs for external websites referred to in this book are correct and active at the time of going to press. However, the publisher and the author have no responsibility for the websites and can make no guarantee that a site will remain live or that the content will remain relevant, decent or appropriate.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.






	Impression number

	10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1






	Year

	2014  2013  2012  2011









Read this first


If, like me, you usually skip introductions, don’t! Read on. You need to know how Fast German with Elisabeth Smith works and why. You’ll want to know how you are going to speak German in just 
six weeks.


When I decided to write this series I first called it Barebones, because that’s what you want: no frills, no fuss, just the bare bones and go! 
So in Fast German with Elisabeth Smith you’ll find:


• Only 356 words to say, well … nearly everything.


• No tricky grammar – just some useful tips.


• No time wasters such as ‘the pen of my aunt…’.


• No phrase book phrases for bungee jumping from the Lorelei.


• No need to be perfect. Mistakes won’t spoil your success.


I’ve put some 30 years of teaching experience into this course. 
I know how people learn. I also know how long they are motivated by a new project before the boredom sets in (a few weeks). And I am well aware how little time they can spare to study each day (about ½ hour). That’s why you’ll complete Fast German with Elisabeth Smith in six weeks and get away with 35 minutes a day.


Of course there is some learning to do, but I have tried to make it as much fun as possible. You’ll meet Tom and Kate Walker on holiday in Germany. They do the kind of things you need to know about: shopping, eating out and getting about. They chat to the locals, ask a lot of questions and even understand the answers – most of the time! As you will note, Tom and Kate speak German all the time, even to each other. What paragons of virtue!


To get the most out of this course, there are only three things you really should do:


• Follow the Day-by-day guide as suggested. Please don’t skip bits and short-change your success. Everything is there for a reason.


• If you are a complete beginner and have only bought the book, treat yourself to the recording as well. It will help you to speak faster and with confidence.


• Don’t skip the next page (How this book works). It’s essential for your success.


When you have downloaded and filled in your Certificate at the end of the book and can speak Fast German with Elisabeth Smith, I would like to hear from you. Why not visit my website www.elisabeth-smith.co.uk, e-mail me at elisabeth.smith@hodder.co.uk, or write to me care of Hodder Education, 338 Euston Road, London, NW1 3BH?


And please join me on:


[image: ] Facebook at www.facebook.com/elisabethsmithlanguages
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How this book works


Fast German with Elisabeth Smith has been structured for your rapid success. This is how it works:


Day-by-day guide Stick to it. If you miss a day, add one.


Dialogues Follow Tom and Kate through Germany. The English of Weeks 1–3 is in ‘German-speak’ to get you tuned in. ‘German-speak’ is English imitating the expressions and word order of German: I have in the September holiday. You’ll soon get a feel for the language.


New words Don’t fight them, don’t skip them – learn them! The Flash sentences and the recording will help you. Get your friends or family to test you.


Good news grammar After you read it you can forget half and 
still succeed. That’s why it’s good news.


Flash sentences Read about these building blocks in the Flash sentences sections. Then use them! They’ll reduce learning time by 50%.


Learn by heart Obligatory! Memorizing puts you on the fast 
track to speaking in full sentences. When you know all six pieces you’ll be able to speak in German for six minutes without drawing breath.


Let’s speak German You will be doing the talking – in German.


Let’s speak more German – fast and fluently Optional extras 
for more speaking practice without pausing and stumbling.


Spot the keys Listen to rapid German and make sense of it. Find the key words among a seemingly unintelligible string of sentences and get the gist of what’s being said – an essential skill.


Say it simply Learn how to use simple German to say what you want to say. Don’t be shy.


Test your progress Mark your own test and be amazed by the result.


Answers This is where you’ll find the answers to the exercises.


Dictionary Forgotten one of the new words? Look it up in the dictionary.


[image: ] This icon asks you to listen to the audio, available to buy in store or online.


Pronunciation If you don’t know about it and don’t have the recording go straight to Week 1 Pronunciation. You need to know about pronunciation before you can start Week 1.


Progress chart At the end of each week record your test score on the progress chart, which you can download at: www.teachyourselfextra.com.


Certificate You can download your certificate at: www.teachyourselfextra.com. In six weeks it will have your 
name on it.




Progress chart


At the end of each week record your test score on the progress chart below.


At the end of the course throw out your worst result – anybody can have a bad week – and add up your five best weekly scores. Divide the total by five to get your average score and overall course result. Write your result – outstanding, excellent, very good or good – on your Certificate.
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Total of five best weeks =


divided by five =


Your final result___%




Week 1


Day-by-day guide


Study for 35 minutes – or a little longer if you can.


Day zero




• Open the book and read Read this first.


• Now read How this book works.





Day one




• Read In the aeroplane.


• Listen to/Read Im Flugzeug.


• Listen to/Read the New words, then learn some of them.





Day two




• Repeat Im Flugzeug and the New words



• Listen to/Read Pronunciation.


• Learn more New words.





Day three




• Learn all the New words until you know them well.


• Read and learn the Good news grammar.





Day four




• Read the 10 Flash Sentences and than say them out loud.


• Listen to/Read Learn by heart.





Day five




• Listen to/Read Let’s speak German.


• Revise! Tomorrow you’ll be testing your progress.





Day six




• Listen to/Read Let’s speak more German (optional).


• Listen to/Read Let’s speak German – fast and fluently (optional).


• Translate Test your progress.





Day seven – This is your day off.



In the aeroplane


Tom and Kate Walker are off to Germany. They board a plane to Stuttgart via Frankfurt and squeeze past a fellow passenger, who is sitting in their row.






	Tom

	Excuse me, we have seat 9a and 9b.






	Klaus

	Oh, yes, a moment please.






	Tom

	Hello. We are Tom and Kate Walker.






	Klaus

	Good day. My name is Becker.






	Tom

	Boris Becker?






	Klaus

	No, unfortunately not. I am Klaus Becker.






	Tom

	We are flying to Stuttgart. You also?






	Klaus

	No, I am flying to Frankfurt. But I am from Cologne.






	Tom

	I was in the May in Cologne. The town is very beautiful. 
I was for my firm in Cologne.






	Klaus

	What do you do?






	Tom

	Computers. I work at Unilever.






	Klaus

	And you, Mrs Walker? What do you do? Where do you work?






	Kate

	I was in a travel agency. I work now at Rover. 
The job is better.






	Klaus

	Are you from London?






	Kate

	No, we are from Manchester. We were three years in 
London and a year in New York. We are now in Birmingham.






	Klaus

	I was at Shell. I am now at the Deutsche Bank.






	Tom

	How is your job at the bank? Good?






	Klaus

	The job is boring. But there is more money. I have a big house, a Mercedes, a wife and four children. My wife is from America. She has parents in Los Angeles and a girlfriend in Florida and telephones always. That costs a lot of money.






	Kate

	We have now holiday. You, too?






	Klaus

	No, unfortunately not. I have in the September holiday. We are flying to Mallorca – but without the children. We have there a house – without telephone and without mobile!







Im Flugzeug
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Tom and Kate Walker are off to Germany. They board a plane to Stuttgart via Frankfurt and squeeze past a fellow passenger, who is sitting in their row.






	Tom

	Entschuldigen Sie, wir haben Platz neun a und neun b.






	Klaus

	O ja, einen Moment bitte.






	Tom

	Guten Tag. Wir sind Tom und Kate Walker.






	Klaus

	Guten Tag. Mein Name ist Becker.






	Tom

	Boris Becker?






	Klaus

	Nein, leider nicht. Ich bin Klaus Becker.






	Tom

	Wir fliegen nach Stuttgart. Sie auch?






	Klaus

	Nein, ich fliege nach Frankfurt. Aber ich bin aus Köln.






	Tom

	Ich war im Mai in Köln. Die Stadt ist sehr schön. Ich war für meine Firma in Köln.






	Klaus

	Was machen Sie?






	Tom

	Computer. Ich arbeite bei Unilever.






	Klaus

	Und Sie, Frau Walker? Was machen Sie? Wo arbeiten Sie?






	Kate

	Ich war in einem Reisebüro. Ich arbeite jetzt bei Rover. Der Job ist besser.






	Klaus

	Sind Sie aus London?






	Kate

	Nein, wir sind aus Manchester. Wir waren drei Jahre in London und ein Jahr in New York. Wir sind jetzt in Birmingham.






	Klaus

	Ich war bei Shell. Ich bin jetzt bei der Deutschen Bank.






	Tom

	Wie ist Ihr Job bei der Bank? Gut?






	Klaus

	Der Job ist langweilig. Aber es gibt mehr Geld. Ich habe ein grosses Haus, einen Mercedes, eine Frau und vier Kinder. Meine Frau ist aus Amerika. Sie hat Eltern in Los Angeles und eine Freundin in Florida und telefoniert immer. Das kostet viel Geld.






	Kate

	Wir haben jetzt Urlaub. Sie auch?






	Klaus

	Nein, leider nicht. Ich habe im September Urlaub. Wir fliegen nach Mallorca – aber ohne die Kinder. Wir haben da ein Haus – ohne Telefon und ohne Handy!
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