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Between San Diego, California, and Savannah, Georgia


			Following old US-80 and its contemporary equivalents across the nation’s southern tier takes you through more varied cultural and physical landscapes than you’ll find along any other cross-country route. Throughout this roughly 3,000-mile journey you can shift from one world to another in the time it takes to watch a football game. Heading east from the golden sands of San Diego, within a few hours you reach the harshly beautiful Southwest deserts, their trademark saguaro cacti creating a backdrop straight out of a Roadrunner cartoon. The route’s central segment crosses the thousand-mile, “you can see for two days” plains of New Mexico and Texas, where pumpjacks jig for oil and cattle graze beneath a limitless sky. To the east spreads another land, starting at the cotton-rich Mississippi Delta and continuing along the foot of the Appalachians to the bayous and sea islands surrounding the country’s grandest little city, Savannah.

			Especially memorable is the diversity of people and prevailing customs along the route, all highlighted by a range of accents and lingos. For travelers, this cultural diversity is perhaps most accessible in the food. Many regional American cuisines—Tex-Mex, Cajun, Creole, and barbecue, to name a few—were originally developed somewhere along this route, and roadside restaurants continue to serve up local specialties that lend new meaning to the word “authentic.” Along the open borders between Texas and New and old Mexico, in unselfconscious adobe sheds with corrugated metal roofs, chile-powered salsa accompanies roast-steak fajitas; in Louisiana, entrées featuring catfish fillets or bright red boiled shrimp grace most menus; and everywhere you turn, roadside stands dish out reputedly the best barbecue in the universe. We’ve noted favorite places along the route, but all you really need to do is follow your nose, or look for a line of pickup trucks, and you’ll find yourself in culinary heaven.

			On an equal footing with the fine food is the incredible variety of music you’ll hear, whether it’s in a Texas honky-tonk or in the juke joints and gospel-spreading churches of Mississippi and Alabama. Along the Mexican border, from San Diego well past El Paso, radio stations blast out an anarchic mix of multilingual music, part country-western, part traditional Mexican, with accordions and guitars and lyrics flowing seamlessly from one language to the other and back—often in a single line of a song. Along the way, you can visit the hometowns of Buddy Holly, Little Richard, and Otis Redding, or pay your respects at the final resting places of Hank Williams, Jimmie Rodgers, and Duane Allman. After dark, listen to the current and next generation making music in roadside bars and clubs.

			A wealth of distinctive literature has grown out of these regions, and you can visit dozens of characteristic literary scenes, live and in the flesh: Carson McCullers’s “Ballad of the Sad Cafe” and other tales, which capture 1920s life in Columbus, Georgia; Cormac McCarthy’s wide-open tales of the Texas frontier; the diner from Fried Green Tomatoes; and the original God’s Little Acre and Tobacco Road. But there’s also sober history, from Wild West Tombstone and Bonnie and Clyde’s death site, to the Dallas intersection where JFK was assassinated, to the streets of Selma, where the civil rights movement burst forth onto the nation’s front pages. Best of all, many of the most fascinating places along the way remain refreshingly free of the slick promotion that greets you in more-established tourist destinations. The relatively low profile of tourism here, and the fact that only a few big cities lie in wait to swallow your vacation dollars, help make this part of the country relatively inexpensive for visitors—but even at twice the price, it would be well worth experiencing.
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			CALIFORNIA



			From the Pacific bays and golden beaches of San Diego, you can choose between two routes as you head east across Southern California: the high-speed I-8 freeway up and over pine-forested mountains, or a winding drive along the Mexican border. We’ve covered the slower, more southerly route that follows the remnants of old US-80 through sleepy border towns and past a pair of unique roadside attractions—the funky old Desert View Tower and the oddly endearing “Official Center of the World” at tiny Felicity. Also included is a quick side trip south of the border to beer-making Tecate. But no matter which way you choose, eventually you’ll have to cross many monotonous miles of the Mojave Desert, a barren, dry, and inhospitable land.

			Point Loma: Cabrillo National Monument

			The sturdy headland that protects San Diego’s extensive harbor from the open Pacific Ocean, Point Loma has long been occupied by the military, whose many fences, radio towers, and gun emplacements all seem to disappear at the very tip, where the Cabrillo National Monument (daily 9 am–5 pm; $5 per car; 619/557-5450) protects a breathtaking 160 acres of cliffs and tidepools. It was set aside in 1913 to remember the efforts of conquistador Juan Cabrillo, who explored the California coast in 1542, sailing under a Spanish flag. There’s also an old lighthouse, some nice trails, and a visitors center describing the whole shebang.
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			Across San Diego: Old US-80

			From Point Loma and the Pacific Ocean, old US-80 bends south past the San Diego International Airport (sometimes referred to as Lindbergh Field, named for Charles Lindbergh and featuring one of the most hair-raising landing patterns of any big American airport) and through downtown along 12th Avenue and Market Street, then veers north again along the Cabrillo Freeway (one of the oldest in the country) through historic Balboa Park, home to the San Diego Zoo, a replica of London’s old Globe Theater, and many grand Spanish colonial buildings that have been standing here since the 1915 Panama-California Exposition.

			East of San Diego, old US-80 follows El Cajon Boulevard past San Diego State University and a dozen miles of old motels, cafés, and gas stations before it reaches the foothill town of La Mesa, where you can leave old US-80 (which runs alongside the high-speed I-8 freeway) and turn onto the two-lane blacktop of Hwy-94. Twisting to the southeast around the 4,000-foot peaks of this part of the Cleveland National Forest, Hwy-94 traverses classic Southern California landscape: rolling, chaparral-covered hillsides rising above grassy ranch lands and stately valley oaks.
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			Tecate, Mexico

			After passing through Jamul and Dulzura, two quiet ranching towns that appear on the verge of extinction due to San Diego’s rapidly approaching sprawl, some 40 miles east of downtown San Diego along Hwy-94, you’ll spot a sign marking the turnoff south to the Mexican border town of Tecate (pop. 64,764). Known around the world as the source of tangy Tecate beer—by most accounts, the brew that started people drinking beer with a squeeze of fresh lime—Tecate is in the top tier of enjoyable border towns, if only by virtue of being cleaner, quieter, safer, and much less “touristy” than Tijuana. Potential stops include a nice park, three blocks south of the border; the usual restaurants, cantinas, and souvenir shops; plus one unique stop: Tecate Brewery (closed Sun.; 665/654-9490). The brewery offers free tours, but make sure to call ahead for a reservation.

			Because of insurance concerns and Homeland Security hassles, it’s a good idea to leave your car on the U.S. side of the border and cross into Mexico on foot, passport in hand. East of the Tecate area, Hwy-94 runs along the U.S. side of the border for 41 miles before joining the I-8 freeway.

			
				Campo (pop. 2,684) marks the southern end of the Pacific Crest Trail, which winds for 2,638 or so miles between Canada and Mexico.

			

			Campo

			Set in a broad valley midway between Tecate and the I-8 freeway, tiny Campo (pop. 2,684) has one main attraction, the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum (Sat.–Sun. and holidays 9 am–5 pm; $5; 619/478-9937), at the west end of town on Forrest Gate Road. Along with an extensive outdoor collection of old locomotives and carriages, the museum offers rides (11 am and 2:30 pm; $15) on restored steam- and diesel-powered trains, including a 12-mile round-trip through the surrounding countryside. Occasionally, the museum also offers all-day trips south to Tecate, Mexico.

			
				For more information on visiting Anza-BorregoState Park, which covers some 600,000 acres of desiccated desert, contact the ranger station in Borrego Springs(760/767-5311).

			

			Jacumba and the Desert View Tower

			South of the I-8 freeway on a surviving stretch of the old US-80 highway, Jacumba (pop. 561) is a former spa and resort town where Clark Gable, Marlene Dietrich, and countless others soaked themselves silly in the free-flowing natural hot springs. Established in 1852 as a station on the stagecoach mail route across the desert, Jacumba had its heyday during the 1920s, and while little remains apart from the water, it makes a great place to stop. The mineral-rich hot springs still flow into outdoor pools and private hot tubs at Jacumba Hot Springs Spa ($15; 44500 Old US-80; 619/766-4525), which includes motel rooms for around $75, a good on-site restaurant, and a popular “locals” bar.
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				Anza-Borrego State Park

			

			
				When driving in the desert, always keep the gas tank as full as possible, and always carry at least one gallon of drinking water per person. In case of trouble, stay with your car. Don’t walk off in searchof help; let it find you.

			

			Southern gateway to the splendid, 600,000-acre Anza-Borrego State Park, the largest and wildest desert park in the country, the Jacumba area is also home to one of the great road-trip stops in southern California: the Desert View Tower (daily 9 am–dusk; $3; 619/766-4612). The four-story, cut-stone structure was built in 1922 to commemorate the pioneers who struggled across the arid desert.

			Inside the tower, a small but interesting museum displays a haphazard collection of desert Americana such as Navajo blankets and Native American artifacts, with similar items on sale in the gift shop. You can’t beat the price of admission, and at the top of the tower, an observation platform offers views across 100 miles of desert landscape, sliced by the I-8 freeway. (You can also see places where the excavations for I-8 have left sections of the old US-80 roadway stranded on man-made mesas, 50 feet or so higher than the modern freeway.)

			Across the parking lot from the Desert View Tower, a hillside of quartzite granite boulders has been carved with dozens of three-dimensional figures. Most of the figures are of skulls, snakes, and lizards—with real lizards sometimes racing each other across the rocks. The whole ensemble was created during the Depression by an out-of-work engineer named W. T. Ratliffe.

			The Desert View Tower stands at a cool 3,000 feet above sea level, three miles east of Jacumba, on the north side of I-8 at the In-Ko-Pah Road exit; billboards point the way.
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El Centro


			Located some 50 feet below sea level, midway across California at the heart of the agricultural Coachella Valley, El Centro (pop. 42,598) was founded in 1906 and has since bloomed into a bustling small city, thanks to irrigation water diverted from the Colorado River. Melons, grapefruit, and dates are the region’s prime agricultural products, along with alfalfa grown to feed the many dairy cows. There’s not a lot here that doesn’t depend upon farming.

			
				El Centro is the winter home of the aerial acrobats of the U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels, who can sometimes be spotted practicing their loops and rolls in the skies around the city. It is also the birthplace of Cher.

			

			Though not much of a destination, El Centro is still the best place to break a journey between San Diego and the Arizona border, so fill your gas tank if nothing else. All the national food and lodging chains are here, along with neon-signed local ones along the I-8 Business Loop. Local character and tasty Mexican food abound at the very good La Fonda, two miles north of I-8 (548 Broadway St.; 760/353-6450).

			Algodones Dunes

			In the middle of the southern Mojave Desert, 42 miles east of El Centro, a rest area south of the I-8 freeway at the Gray’s Well Road exit gives access to the enticing pink-hued sands of the Algodones Dunes, which stretch to both sides of the freeway for over 50 miles. The slender dunes, which measure at most 10 miles across and reach heights of 200 to 300 feet, have been seen in Hollywood movies from Beau Geste to Star Wars and often cover the highway in blowing sandstorms. Though you can amble around on foot, be aware that the dunes themselves are under constant abuse from hordes of motorcycles and dune buggies.

			If you’re really, really interested in old highways, you won’t want to miss the reconstructed remnants of a wooden plank road, built across the sands in 1915 and later replaced by the original US-80 highway. Preserved by the dry desert air and arranged to form a 100-foot section across the dunes, this fenced-off museum piece is along the south side of I-8, two miles west of the Gray’s Well Road exit. The All-American Canal, which waters the Coachella Valley, snakes alongside the freeway.
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			Felicity: The Center of the World Pyramid

			
				From 1858 to 1861 the original Butterfield Stage, which carried mail and passengers from St. Louis to San Francisco, followed the approximate route of I-8 across Southern California. The route was originally blazed by Spanish explorer Juan de Anza, on his way to found San Francisco in 1775.

			

			One of the odder sites in the Southwestern deserts—and competition for this title is pretty fierce—sits just north of the I-8 freeway in the tiny but happily named town of Felicity (pop. 4). Local resident Jacques-Andre Istel—author of a children’s fairy tale concerning a scholarly, fire-breathing dragon named Coe who lives at the center of the world reading fireproof books and eating the nearby Chocolate Mountains—named the “town” after his wife Felicia and somehow convinced France, China, and Imperial County to recognize that Felicity is, legally and officially, the center of the world.

			A 25-foot-high pink terrazzo pyramid stands above the exact spot, which you can visit on regular guided tours (late Nov.–mid-April daily; $3 donation; 760/572-0100); the fee also buys a certificate saying you’ve stood at “The Official Center of the World.” You can climb a set of stairs that used to belong to the Eiffel Tower and sift through sundry souvenirs in the gift shop.

			
ARIZONA
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				The Colorado River forms the border between California and Arizona, and it marks the line between the Pacific and Mountain time zones. Arizona, however, doesn’tobserve daylightsaving time, so insummer both statesare on the same time.

			

			Between the Colorado River, which divides Arizona from California, and the Phoenix–Tucson megalopolis in the middle of the state, there is not very much to attract the traveler off the freeway. However, the rather complete absence of interesting places in southwestern Arizona is more than made up for by the wealth of fascinating things to see in the state’s southeast corner. Here you’ll find such legendary sites as Tombstone—home of the OK Corral—and other finely presented reminders of the state’s Wild West heritage, along with some of Arizona’s most beautiful natural scenery.
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				Along with dozens of Spanish-language stations north and south of the Mexican border, Yuma’s KBLU 560 AM offersa healthy dose ofnews/talk radio.

			

			Yuma

			Among the hottest, driest, and fastest-growing areas in the country, Yuma (pop. 195,751) was first settled in the 1770s at the site of one of the few good crossings along the Colorado River. Dozens of decaying old adobe buildings around town testify to Yuma’s lengthy history, and a select few places are preserved as historic parks. The Yuma Quartermaster Depot State Historic Park (daily; $4; 928/329-0471), along the river and I-8 at the north end of 4th Avenue, includes buildings that have been restored to their appearance prior to the arrival of the railroad in 1877, when supplies for U.S. troops throughout the Southwest arrived here by steamboat from the Gulf of California.

			
				[image: post-RT3-656.tif]
			

			Around the time the railroad arrived, a full century after its founding by Spanish missionaries, Yuma was the site of Arizona Territory’s main prison. Convicts struggled in the 120°F heat to build the stone and adobe prison, which earned a reputation as the “Hellhole of Arizona,” due in large part to the summer heat and the brutality of its regime, though park rangers emphasize the fact that prisoners had access to a library and other facilities unusual at the time. It operated 33 years until it was closed in 1909 and is now preserved as the state-run Yuma Territorial Prison State Historic Park (closed Tues.–Wed.; $5; 928/783-4771), well posted along the north side of I-8 at the 4th Avenue exit; the site consists of a few of the cells and the main gate, as well as a small museum.

OEBPS/post-RT3-656_fmt.jpg





OEBPS/_wikiBlue_angels_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/801.jpg
‘Hank Williams
Memorial

Bonnie:
and Clyde






OEBPS/cover.jpg
JAMIE JENSEN





OEBPS/flag-arizona_fmt.jpg





OEBPS/10_02_Arizona.jpg
{10 San Carlos |
Kofa . PHOENIX :
€ AL | Nafiond) Buckeye SV Indian 7
; Loy —, .
5 ©owildlife dArl”;(Qb”O »_ Reservation E|g
2 Refuge ng":z Roﬁss T~ Old {10/ Casa Grande Ruins Niz
CA diyeis A US80  cieq .Nclfloncl Monument %:Q
b Grande A\» S0
Picacho Peak O
4 G374 :
Saguaro
National
.~ [Park The '
L

TES O’{%"" Fia Indian TUCSON

tus i Chiricahua

National X National
Monumem Reservation ’l Monument
. / Jombstone Cave:

@ \ | Kartchner Caverns Creek

Mt ’, State Park .
Gulf of 0 50 miles S Bisbee

-

California Puerto

) Nogales
© AVAION TRAVEL  Pefiasco =9

=
0 50 kilomete O e o'
Bl Kguo Prieta





OEBPS/RT5-32A_fmt.jpg
1o

o)

3 ou
,}( b

N






OEBPS/Flag-California_fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/RT3-654_fmt.jpg
1 STOOD AT THE OFFICIAL

CENTER = WORLD

FELICITY, CALIFORNIA USA





OEBPS/_wikiTecate_Border_Cro_fmt.jpeg
4

(- warning: )
AL PERSONS MUST DECLARE

"KMAND)SE

TODAS LAS PERSONAS

DEBEN DECLARAR
Sus MERCANCIAS






OEBPS/10_01_California.jpg
DI:lIDVd

Cabrillo N ational
M onument

0

LY
U‘«\J

nv3?’
o

FortYuma Indian
Reservation

15 miles

15 kilometers






OEBPS/123-9828338_l_fmt.jpg





