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“I don’t think I could live without hair, makeup and styling, let alone be the performer I am.










I am a glamor girl through and through. I believe in the glamorous life and I live one.”


LADY GAGA
















Introduction


Few celebrities have crossed into fashion history territory the way that Lady Gaga has. The musician, actress, cultural icon and provocateur continually challenges the rules of fashion and turns everything conventional related to red carpet and celebrity fashion into something brand new and exciting, whether that means wearing runway-ready Gucci, studded denim hotpants or even her famously iconic, albeit controversial, dress constructed entirely out of raw meat.


To put it simply, many of Lady Gaga’s looks are instantly recognizable and so many of them could only be executed by her. Who else could emerge from a Hussein Chalayan-designed egg-shaped vessel in a full latex look during the 2011 Grammys?


Like a colourful fashion chameleon, Lady Gaga changes and adapts her personal style and professional look to fit into characters. Her work in music, film and elsewhere has informed her fashion choices. And her unique vision has been seen everywhere from when she walks the streets of New York to out and about at the Met Gala, or on screen in major Hollywood blockbusters.


For Gaga, the idea of reinvention is a constant lived experience that she reinterprets over and over and over again through clothing, accessories, hair and make-up. Anything is on the table and nothing is off limits, and she’s really done it all – from traditional ball gowns to grunge punk and back again. “I don’t think I could live without hair, makeup and styling, let alone be the performer I am,” she told T Magazine in 2010. “I am a glamor girl through and through. I believe in the glamorous life and I live one. I don’t want anyone to separate who I am with my makeup on from who I am without it. I’m the same person.”


But what really sets Gaga apart from your everyday celebrity is her commitment to the art of fashion. For her, it’s not just about dressing the part, but rather about becoming it and pushing boundaries to a unique kind of extreme that shocks, inspires and rewrites the narrative of style history as we know it. “I’m not interested in fashion being functional for everyday life,” Gaga told Vogue in 2021. “It’s about being functional for art. I love becoming art.” There is method acting, but what she does could potentially be considered method dressing! She brings her characters alive with the art of dress, no matter what project she’s involved in.


This book charts the art of Lady Gaga’s style history and evolution, from start to finish. Beginning with the early years when she was experimenting with her own personal style and making a name for herself through expressive dressing, to all the moments, designers, iconic stylists and jaw-dropping looks she’s worn through the ages. It just so proves that Gaga’s fashion evolution is never-ending and a definite point of inspiration for anyone who loves the idea of adornment, fashion and art.




[image: Lady Gaga performs on stage in fishnet tights, leotard and oversized sunglasses, holds up an illuminated microphone above her head and holds out her microphone towards the crowd, who take photos of her and extend their hands up in the air.]


Lady Gaga early in her career, wearing her signature oversized sunglasses, leotard and fishnet tights.
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[image: A portrait of young Lady Gaga with a turtleneck sweater and brown hair.]


Young Lady Gaga before she found her iconic personal style.






Gaga for Fashion


From the very start, Lady Gaga knew she was born to stand out. Born Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta in New York City in 1986 and raised on the Upper East Side, her parents encouraged her from a young age to get involved in music. At the age of four, she began playing piano. Once she was in high school at the Convent of the Sacred Heart, in Manhattan, she starred in various plays and also began auditioning for bigger productions in New York City. She studied method acting at the Lee Strasberg Theatre & Film Institute for 10 years.


Lady Gaga doesn’t speak much about her sense of fashion or personal style growing up, but she has spoken about being different. For her prom, she wore a black carwash tube dress made out of chiffon, with fringe that faded to grey. And in terms of her inspiration? “I admired the women I grew up watching, the pop stars – Britney [Spears], Christina [Aguilera], Madonna, Blondie and Patti Smith, and Linda Perry and 4 Non Blondes,” she once said. “I could go on and on. When I was around 13, I started to listen to older music, like Zeppelin, Queen, Pink Floyd. I was much more obsessed with male rock stars – Bowie in particular.” Gaga has also mentioned the style icon Daphne Guinness and the late magazine editor and muse Isabella Blow as being inspirations to her visually. Both women are eccentric fashion lovers, often associated with the early days of Alexander McQueen. And it goes without saying, her own mother also inspired Gaga’s larger-than-life style: “I’m so fascinated with my mother as a style icon,” she told Vanity Fair in 2017. “She handled our life, and my father’s life, with so much dignity and grace. She carries whatever she wears like a queen. My mother has this undeniable ability to lead with kindness – it’s her strength, stealth, and power.”


In 2003, Lady Gaga earned early admission to Collaborative Arts Project 21, a music school at New York University (NYU)’s Tisch School of the Arts. She studied there and lived in a dorm until 2005, when she dropped out to pursue her music career. “I used to get made fun of for being either too provocative or too eccentric, so I started to tone it down. I didn’t fit in and I felt like a freak,” she once said of her time growing up.


In 2005, Gaga’s career started taking off and likewise, she instantly became known for her boundary-breaking style that set the tone for her big debut. That year, she started playing at clubs in New York and became a fixture of the downtown cool scene on the Lower East Side. By 2006, she debuted with the performance artist Lady Starlight, who she credits with helping her shape her early persona. They performed together at well-known downtown clubs including Mercury Lounge and the Rockwood Music Hall, and in 2007, Chicago’s Lollapalooza music festival. Titled “Lady Gaga and the Starlight Revue”, the duo called their act “The Ultimate Pop Burlesque Rockshow”. She became known as Lady Gaga almost by accident. According to legend, her producer Rob Fusari began calling her “Radio Ga Ga” based on Queen’s song of the same name, and accidentally coined her “Lady Gaga” when his phone automatically corrected the name.




[image: Lady Gaga, with golden hair, and Lady Starlight pose for the camera. Lady Gaga wears a golden, halter-neck leotard and high heels in pink.]


Gaga with Lady Starlight, with whom she performed early on in her career.







[image: Lady Gaga with blonde hair wears a golden, halter neck leotard and high heels in pink, holds a disco ball and performs on stage.]


In her early days, Gaga solidified her style with glittery leotards and high heels.







[image: Lady Gaga, with brunette hair colour, wears a mirrored bralette and performs on stage.]


Gaga cycled through blonde and brunette hair colours before landing on her iconic platinum look.







[image: Lady Gaga and another performer wear animal print bralettes and bottoms with sequins and perform on stage.]


Lady Gaga’s early style was synonymous with the aesthetic favoured on mid-2010s Tumblr at the time.





The “Lady Gaga and the Starlight Revue” show was ultimately inspired by 1970s burlesque and variety shows and that fact clearly impacted Lady Gaga’s early sense of fashion and style persona. For example, Gaga mostly wore stylized underwear for the show. She had brunette hair at the time, which was her natural hair colour. There were bras and matching bottoms decked out in disco ball material, thigh-high fishnets and stark black heels, shiny sequin one-piece halter bodysuits that were belted and leopard G-strings. She and Lady Starlight set cans of hairspray on fire and did other quirky bold acts to captivate their audiences. The lingerie-inspired get-ups from Gaga’s early days would quickly become one of the most signature pieces of her fashion lexicon.


Later, she wore hotpants and just underwear in place of pants when performing or walking around the streets of New York while getting photographed. Celebrities have always loved underwear as outerwear, but with Gaga, there has always been an edge that subverts the idea that it’s done to be sexy, in favour of being weird in a good way. “I feel freer in underwear, and I hate fucking pants,” she told Rolling Stone in 2009. “Plus, it’s easier to dance.”




[image: Lady Gaga wears a latex bodysuit, oversized sunglasses and her hair in a bow on top of her head and carries an oversized red bag.]


Another one of Gaga’s early style signatures: the hair bow and a supersized bag.







[image: Lady Gaga wears a leotard, a shirt on top of it, a belt with chains, a pair of nude stockings with floral print, a pair of boots and a pair of quirky glasses.]


Lady Gaga often makes a bold statement in a leotard with oversized glasses.










“I think music and fashion have always mirrored each other as part of a creative context. They cannot be separate. I need fashion for my music, and I need music for my fashion.”


LADY GAGA








Gaga started getting out of her comfort zone and trying more extreme looks that didn’t revolve around underwear as outerwear in 2008. Take, for example, the ensemble she wore to the 2008 Jingle Ball in New York. She performed in a voluminous white minidress exploding with three-dimensional natural crystal shapes. The dress, which was actually a bodysuit with a detachable skirt, was made by Haus of Gaga and recalled Thierry Mugler’s Spring/Summer 2008 collection. This was the year she released her debut album, The Fame, on 19 August 2008. “I think music and fashion have always mirrored each other as part of a creative context,” she told SHOWStudio in 2010. “They cannot be separate. I need fashion for my music, and I need music for my fashion.”


By 2009, Gaga achieved more widespread fame and with it, her signature look developed into something incredibly recognizable. She often wore leotards and underwear as pants with stockings, accompanied by extreme accessories. There were massive shield-like sunglasses, belts with chains, colourful gloves, big gold chains and huge designer handbags. Distinctly 2010s, the style was heavily popular on internet culture sites like Tumblr. Gaga would often wear big scarves as hoods, which recalled the Alaïa outfits iconic performer Grace Jones used to wear in the 1980s. “I am a feminist,” she told SHOWStudio during this time. “I reject wholeheartedly the way we are taught to perceive women. The beauty of women, how a woman should act or behave. It’s exciting because all avant-garde clothing and music and lyrics that at one time were considered shocking or unacceptable are now trendy.”




[image: Lady Gaga wears a voluminous white minidress exploding with three-dimensional natural crystal shapes and poses for the camera.]


Gaga has worn this dress in three different colours – all designed by the Haus of Gaga and inspired by Mugler’s Spring/Summer 2008 collection.







[image: Close-up of Lady Gaga’s face with oversized sunglasses and bangs.]


Lady Gaga follows the rules of major icons such as Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and Audrey Hepburn, who both had a love of huge sunglasses.







[image: Lady Gaga wears a leotard, a belt with metal chains, a pair of nude stockings with floral print, a pair of boots, a pair of quirky sunglasses and poses for the camera. Two models next to her wear black latex pants, a black top and oversized sunglasses and pose for the camera with her.]


When Lady Gaga was wearing her signature leotards and tights early on in her career, she was pulling from various eras, including the 1980s.







[image: Lady Gaga wears oversized sunglasses, a black top and shirt, skinny knee-length shorts, layered belts, tights and high heels and poses for the camera.]


Gaga creates a distinctive style through repetition, shaking things up with statement glasses or new twists – like layered belts.










“I wore probably one of three different outfits for about five years straight because that’s what I could afford at the time and I wanted people to always recognize me.”


LADY GAGA








This was around the same time that Gaga changed her hair colour to the now signature platinum blonde that’s become so associated with her character. In 2008, stylist Patricia Morales created one of the most iconic and often-worn looks by Gaga at the time: the giant blonde bow made out of hair which she wore on the top of her head.


Los Angeles-based costume designer Muto-Little designed many of Lady Gaga’s iconic leotards throughout the ages and she often accessorized them with vintage Versace sunglasses. Her hair was styled long, straight and very blonde and during this time, it was a wig that she wore almost everywhere. “I wore probably one of three different outfits for about five years straight because that’s what I could afford at the time and I wanted people to always recognize me,” Gaga told Vogue in 2022.


The leotard and sunglasses that became so synonymous with Lady Gaga’s look went along with the music she was releasing during this time. For example, her 2008 debut album, The Fame, spoke of her fascination with other iconic celebrities and the idea of fame. Her aforementioned leotards with hoods referenced iconic performer Grace Jones, while the Versace sunglasses she wore, for her, were a reference to Biggie Smalls (aka The Notorious B.I.G.).




[image: Lady Gaga wears a latex bodysuit, a belt with chains, a blue jacket with shoulder pads and a pair of fingerless gloves and performs on stage.]


Here, Gaga mixed in pieces such as shoulder pads and fingerless gloves to add to her statement style.
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