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Cherry Menlove started her career by creating a hugely successful blog, writing about the subject she loves most – her home and garden. Her website,  www.cherrymenlove.com, currently has about 2.2 million hits a year. Cherry regularly contributes to Sainsbury's Magazine, Making magazine and writes for  Easy Living Magazine online. She is married with twins. 
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This book is arranged by section: recipes are found in From the Kitchen; crafts in From the Craft Room; and advice on plants and decoration in  From the Garden and some home tips in From the Home. 
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KEY TO ICONS IN THE TEXT:


	  	food suitable for freezing


	  	food suitable for making in advance


           		suitable for a present


           		Cherrys tip/suitable for children


           		Cherrys tip



KEY TO ICONS IN THE TEXT:
	  	food suitable for freezing
	  	food suitable for making in advance
           		suitable for a present
           		Cherrys tip/suitable for children
           		Cherrys tip








❆


❆




[image: hyperlink]


[image: hyperlink]


[image: hyperlink]


[image: hyperlink]


[image: hyperlink]





	  		











































AUTUMN STARTS FOR ME just as September creeps to an end. The light changes and the air becomes just that little bit chillier. It’s then that I know the long hazy days of summer are almost over and my home and kitchen go full steam ahead into one of the busiest and most celebratory times of the year. 


There is so much to enjoy and get stuck into during the autumn months and Halloween, Bonfire Night and Thanksgiving are just three excuses for a party. Then there are a huge number of other reasons to have friends over for Sunday lunch or weekend autumn suppers. With the fire on, the red wine flowing and the curtains drawn, it really is a cozy time.


From Halloween onwards it’s a roller coaster ride of parties, events, celebrations, great food and as many craft projects as one can shake a pumpkin at, and I love it. But all this social activity means it can get pretty hectic and sometimes overwhelming, which is why I have written this book. 


Unique Party Ideas for autumn does exactly what it says on the cover, it provides some of my favourite tips, hints and ideas to help make celebrating and enjoying the season easy for you and that bit more special for friends and family. It is not, by any means, meant to be a definitive guide. In the following pages, you will find some of my warmest, coziest recipes and several spooky and autumnal craft projects that can be brought out each year to decorate your autumn home.


The recipes – such as Boston baked beans and mini pumpkin pies – are suitable for home gatherings or for you to take with you to parties, the craft projects are great for decorating the home or are just fabulous as gifts and there are even some ideas for outdoor games, if the weather hasn’t turned too chilly, that is.


Don’t see the end of summer as a sad time –  instead I want you to fall in love with autumn. 
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I’m of the opinion that crafting for your home and friends during the autumn months is actually a lot more fun than it used to be. Gone are the days of crusty brown crochet and egg cartons. Now we welcome lighter more manageable hues into our lives and homes and revel in some of the fabulously chic fabric designs available to us.   


I have chosen several child friendly crafts for this section, some more suitable for Halloween, the night that falls on 31 October each year. This includes a friendly ghost garland (my daughter insisted the ghosts were friendly and I had to agree), some easy to make and very versatile black cat Trick or Treat bags that can be adapted for other uses, coupled with a very simple ‘Wall of bats’ decoration and a simple 'Trees have eyes' craft to make use of the outside. All of these crafts can be used to decorate your autumn home and for parties, and many can be adaptable for other seasonal social occasions. I hope you love these projects as much as I do.
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A versatile Trick or Treat bag
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This useful bag is very adaptable and can be made up for children’s parties or can make a lovely Thanksgiving or Bonfire Night gift.
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YOU WILL NEED:


Cat template


•  1 A4 sheet tracing paper


•  Black cat template


•  Pencil


•  Scissors


•  Pins


•  1 black felt      (30.5cm x 23cm)


Bag and handles


•  Ruler


•  2 turquoise felt      (30.5cm x 23cm)


•  1 skein orange DMC     thread (no. 970)


•  1 black felt      (30.5cm x 23cm)


•  Embroidery needle


•  1 skein black DMC      embroidery thread


•  Scrap orange felt


Decoration


•  Diamante decoration


•  Craft glue
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TO CREATE THE FRONT OF THE BAG
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Trace around the cat template and cut it out. 


Place the cat template onto the black felt and pin in place.  Draw around the template and carefully cut around it.


Pin the black felt cat onto the centre of a sheet of the turquoise blue felt (see image 1) and use the orange embroidery thread to stitch around the edge of the cat template to secure it into place (see image 2).
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You can also use the friendly ghost template on page 23 instead of the cat, or simply use patterned fabric to create a bag suitable for other autumnal occasions.
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TEMPLATE FOR BLACK CAT


(ACTUAL SIZE)
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TO CREATE THE HANDLES
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Measure and cut 4 strips of the black felt, each piece should be 30.5cm x 4cm. Place 2 of the strips face to face, pin in place (see image 3), so that the edges align and use the orange thread to sew around the edges with a blanket stitch (see ﻿www.cherrymenlove.com/crafts) to secure the 2 pieces of felt together (see image 4). Repeat this step with the other 2 pieces of felt, thus creating the 2 bag handles.


Pin one end of the bag handle onto the outer side of the bag front, 4cm in from the outer side of the side of the bag and 2cm down from the top edge. Attach the other end of the handle to the bag’s side in the same way. Repeat this step to secure the second handle. Sew in place using backstitch, following the edge of the handle as a sewing guide (see image 5 and 6). 
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