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Preface


We met old dogs, new dogs, bilingual and three-legged dogs. We met the horse-sized, the pint-sized, and the blind in one eye.


We met dogs named after philosophers, footballers and Coronation Street characters. Dogs named after Japanese films stars and the Hungarian credit crunch.


Dogs who’d met a Beatle, dogs who’d met a Clooney, dogs so cute you could hardly walk away from them (Rudi, we’re looking at you).


Some of them had been in the wars: locked in a shed, hit by a van, had acid thrown over them. Now they have new careers as pub dogs – fresh starts in loving homes.


We met a clan of three Jack Russells, a gang of four red setters. A bulldog who spun like a ballerina, a whippet who buried custard creams, a bichon frise who didn’t let you leave.


There were dogs who attended pub meetings, dogs who lived on a roof. Top-heavy dogs who fell in canals, bear-like dogs who nicked sticks off kids.


Then there were the adventure dogs, who went canoeing and cross-country skiing. And the ones who stayed at home, forever by the fire, or beneath the plate of sausage rolls.


When we embarked on the Pub Dogs project in 2010, we never thought we would uncover such a startling range of breeds, personalities and stories. About the only thing that united them was how well loved they were by the pub customers. There were countless tales of how people came in especially to visit the dog, enjoy its company, maybe even take it for a walk. In the words of one of the locals at the Crown Inn, Axbridge: ‘He [Dexter] was more of a friend than a dog.’ A pub dog is quite simply a civic asset.


And yet, even in the course of compiling this book, six of the dogs have died, and several of the pubs have closed down (a sadly common trend). So what you see in Great British Pub Dogs is a transient slice of British culture, a snapshot in time. Pubs are there to be used, pub dogs are there to be appreciated. Some of these dogs are even the recipients of our special awards, such as the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’, ‘Most Charismatic Award’ and the much-coveted ‘Top Pub Dog Award’, plus one town has been crowned ‘Pub Dog Capital of Britain’ (look out for the award icons throughout the book).


Thanks to everyone who tipped us off about the dogs, online or off. Thanks to everyone who put us up on our travels, gave us lifts and helped us in any way. We hope you enjoy the book.






1 Monty


HIGHWAYMAN INN, SOURTON, DEVON


Name Monty


Breed Jackhuahua (Jack Russell and chihuahua cross)


Age Six


Owners Bruce and Sally Thomson


Monty in three words Cute, affectionate, ‘frisky’.


Named after French philosopher Michel de Montaigne, whose works Sally was reading when she got him. One of Montaigne’s central theories was that the best things happen by accident, which is exactly how Monty and Sally came together.


Loves Being cuddled, and young children (he was raised by a child who dressed him like a child and put him in a pram, so he loves being with five- to seven-year olds now).


Hates Postmen. This includes off-duty postmen having a quiet pint.


Favourite toy His little rabbit, and a tiny ball which is the exact size of his mouth, so he can grip it, but can’t drop it.


Special move Standing on his back legs, dancing around looking like a meerkat.


Favourite food Rump steak.


Favourite spot in the pub Sally’s lap. He also has a seat in the corner of the lounge bar.


Love interest Tilly, a Jack Russell who visits from Cornwall. He follows her, enraptured, copying her, doing things he isn’t normally brave enough to do, like diving into rivers.


Best friend Prince, another Jackhuahua who lives opposite the nearby Cobweb Hall.


Key info Monty was one of eight very pretty dogs, but had short legs, a big head and a huge tail. The other puppies bullied him, so he developed a personality instead.


Pub nugget #1 The inn dates back to a staggering 1282.


Pub nugget #2 The Highwayman Inn is known for being one of the UK’s most eccentric pubs. The features Sally has installed include a wishing tree, a crystal tree, a Tutankhamun statue, a dragon on the roof that breathes ‘fire’, a 6ft minotaur and a grotto section.


Pub nugget #3 Sally’s father was the previous owner and took the pub in its unusual direction. He built a section of the pub to look like the inside of a ship’s hull, using materials from a whaling boat called Diana, which was shipwrecked in Greenland in 1866, with nineteen of the crew dying of scurvy. The ship was freed and towed back, but broke up on Donna Nook in Lincolnshire, one of Britain’s most treacherous bits of coastline.
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2 Shiraz


EAST DART HOTEL, POSTBRIDGE, DEVON


Name Shiraz


Breed Black Newfoundland


Age Nine


Owners Paul and Rosie Joynson


Shiraz in three words Big, lazy, lovable


Weight 74kg (11½ stone).


Loves Being around people. She’ll happily spend all day sitting next to people in the pub. She is intuitive with elderly or disabled people, watchfully waiting until they’re settled before going to say hello.


Hates Anyone trying to sit on her back.


Favourite place to walk The woods near the River Dart, where he paddles.


Best doggie friends A collie called Archie and a Bedlington cross terrier called Yogi who belong to a barmaid at the hotel.


Special move Lying on her back and paddling her paws like she’s riding a bike.


Scare story When she was a puppy living in Jersey, she and a friend were playing in the sea when a freak wave came in and washed over them. Now she doesn’t go in water above her furry knees.


Claim to fame Shiraz appeared in Griff’s Great Britain presented by Griff Rhys Jones. They were filmed walking around nearby Tavistock together. When the cameras weren’t rolling, one lady asked Griff to move so she could get a photo of Shiraz.


Pub nugget The pub claims to have inspired Arthur Conan Doyle to write Hound of the Baskervilles. He was staying at the nearby Laughter Hole House when he wrote it, and it’s said that he found out about the legend of a fearsome dog – which inspired the book – from the landlord of the East Dart.
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3 Guinness


NEW INN AT CROSS, SOMERSET
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Name Guinness


Breed Cocker spaniel


Age Twelve


Owners Steven Gard and Emma Britton


Guinness in three words Persistent, friendly, stout.


Best buddies A border collie called Jess, and a springer/collie called Desmond.


Favourite walking spots Kings Wood and Crook Peak, both nearby. The landlord’s mother comes in most days to walk him.


Favourite food He’s on a strict vegetarian diet as the pub dog lifestyle was taking its toll. It turns out he has a taste for cucumber and red pepper.


Loves When a regular comes in. He senses their arrival even when he seems to be asleep. In his younger days he would go flying across the slidy floors to greet them.


Favourite spot The fireplace when the fire isn’t on because of the cold slabs, or, if no one’s looking, the leather sofa.


Pub nugget The pub dates back to the 1600s as a coaching house. It’s claimed that in the seventeenth century, prisoners who’d been sentenced to death by the famous ‘hanging Judge Jeffreys’ were held at the pub before being taken up nearby Wavering Down to the gallows.
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