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Introduction



Reading unlocks the world. Reading newspaper and magazine articles provides you with valuable information about what is going on around you, reading letters and diary extracts allows you to share the thoughts and experiences of other people, and reading stories and poems unlocks your imagination and lets you fly freely to places, spaces and times you may never be able to visit in real life. And being able to retrieve and summarise what you have read, to understand the structure and purpose of a text and why an author has used the language they have used, and to infer meaning and make deductions from what you have read are the keys to reading. In turn, reading helps you learn how to speak, how to listen and how to write; how to communicate your own thoughts, feelings and ideas with those around you.


This series adopts a skills-based approach to teaching English. This means that you will be introduced to a skill, such as the comprehension skill of inference or how to write a descriptive passage, and you will return to it throughout Years 3 to 6, getting better and better at it over time.


Notes on features


You will come across the following features that are designed to help you:
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Skill focus


This box will explain the comprehension skill each chapter focuses on.
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This box points you to the reading list for each chapter. The reading lists can be found in English Year 3 Answers (available as a PDF download from the Galore Park website – ISBN 9781471896644).
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In these boxes you will come across questions to help you:





•  practise your comprehension skills



•  practise using grammar correctly



•  practise using punctuation correctly



•  practise your spelling



•  develop your vocabulary



•  practise your creative writing skills.





[image: ]







[image: ]


Speaking and listening


These activities will help you develop your speaking and listening skills.
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1 The hedgerow



Hedgerows are fascinating places, full of busy little creatures and creepy crawlies. Some fantastic stories have been written about hedgerows and a hedgerow is also a great setting for a story of your own. Imagine all the adventures the hedgerow creatures could get up to!
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Skill focus: Retrieval


In this chapter you will learn how to spot a question that asks you to find information in a text. You will then practise finding the correct information.
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A reading list of books about animals can be found in English Year 3 Answers.
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Comprehension


For all comprehension exercises you should begin by reading through the passage. You do this to make sure you know what it is about and that you can understand it.


Next, you should look at the questions, read them through and start to think about what the answers might be. From reading the passage, you might remember some of the answers, or remember where to find them.


Finally, you should go back to the text and try to find the answers to the questions.


Some of the questions you will come across will be retrieval questions. Some dogs, like Labradors, are called retrievers, because they are sent to find things and bring them back. In the same way, retrieval questions ask you to find a specific piece of information in the text and write it in the answer.


Retrieval questions often include the following phrases:





•  Who was …?



•  Where is …?



•  When did …?



•  What was …?



•  Find and copy …



•  List …





To answer retrieval questions, follow these steps:






1  Look at the question and work out what the answer will contain. For example, if it asks ‘Who?’, then the answer will be a name. If it asks ‘Where?’, then the answer will be a place.



2  Try to remember where in the text you think the answer is.





OR


Scan the text to find the section that contains the answer. You can do this by looking for important words. For example, if the question is about Mr Jones, look for his name. If it is about what time something happened, look for ‘o’clock’ or numbers.





3  Once you have found the correct part of the text, scan your eyes along the lines quickly to try to spot the right words.



4  Use the words in the question, to help you write your answer. For example, your answer to the question, ‘What is the boy’s name?’, should begin, ‘The boy’s name is …’.





Scanning is an important skill, which you will always use in comprehension exercises. It means reading something quickly to find specific pieces of information.
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1  To practise scanning, time yourself for one minute and count how many times the letters ‘sh’ are written in the passage below:
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Sarah was sure that she had remembered to shut the front door. She thought back to the morning. After her shower, she had put on her shorts and short-sleeved shirt and gone downstairs. She had found a stray cat in the back garden, shouted at it and ushered it over the fence. Then she came back indoors, switched off the lights and shoved the dirty dishes into the dishwasher. She put the milk back on the shelf in the fridge and shut the fridge door, then went into the hallway and put on her shoes. Her keys were nowhere to be found and she shook every coat on the hook, hoping to hear them jangle. They were not there and she shrugged, unsure of where to search next. Suddenly she saw a shiny shape in the shadows on the floor. Her keys! She must have dropped them yesterday. Smiling, she opened the front door, pulled it behind her and stuck the key in the lock. Yes, she had definitely shut the front door!
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Now look at these questions. The important words, which you should scan for, are underlined.





2  Which clothes does Sarah put on after her shower?





Here you might scan for ‘shower’ because you know she put her clothes on after her shower. You might also scan for different types of clothes.





3  How does Sarah get rid of the cat?





Scan for the word ‘cat’ and reread the part of the text where Sarah saw the cat. Make sure you read all of that part and find out everything she did.





4  Where does Sarah find her keys in the end?





Here you should scan for the word ‘keys’. You might find it more than once so make sure you scan carefully so you can spot when she actually finds them.





5  How do you know Sarah is pleased to find her keys?





Here you need to scan for words that suggest she was pleased. Think about other words for ‘pleased’, such as ‘happy’, ‘smile’ and ‘glad’.
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Now try to answer these questions yourself.
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Try this comprehension exercise. Retrieval questions, where you need to use the scanning technique you have practised, are in bold.
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  6  What is the author on his way to do when he sees the badger?



  7  Where is the badger?



  8  How does the badger react to the author, the first time he sees him?



  9  Do you think the badger is frightened of the author the first time he sees him? Why or why not?



10  Why does the author think the badger might be ‘deaf, or blind, or both’?




11  When does the author return to the place where he first saw the badger?
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Speaking and listening





12  Play 20 questions. Think of an animal and invite your friends to guess what it is. They may ask up to 20 questions and you must answer each question with only ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
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Now try this exercise. It is a non-fiction comprehension exercise, which is a common place to find retrieval questions that require you to scan the text for information.
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13  What is similar about badgers and skunks?



14  Where are you most likely to find a bat during the daytime?



15  How do hedgehogs protect themselves from predators?



16  How would you know if there were moles in your garden?



17  Why are owls very good at catching mice and rabbits, even at night?



18  How are squirrels able to feed during the cold winter months?



19  If you could be any of the animals in the text, which would it be and why?
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Speaking and listening





20  Find out about a garden animal, such as a fox, a squirrel or a mouse, and give a class talk on it. Find out about what it eats, where it sleeps, how long it lives for and other interesting facts. Present your talk to the class using pictures, as well as words, to keep everyone interested.
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Grammar


In this section you will look at different types of nouns, including collective nouns and proper nouns.


Nouns


A noun is the name of a person, a place or a thing. For example:
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These are called common nouns because they are the general name for things. Language is full of common nouns. Look at this sentence, from the first passage you read. The common nouns have been underlined:




I took off my hat and biffed the badger gently on its bottom.





In this sentence from the second passage you read, the underlined words are the names of places. These are called proper nouns and need to begin with a capital letter:




Hedgehogs are mammals found in the woods and hedges of Europe, Asia and Africa.





Proper nouns are the words for specific, one-of-a-kind places, people or things. For example:





•  People: James, Queen Elizabeth, Mr Taylor



•  Places: Spain, Paris, Lincolnshire, Jupiter



•  Things: Coca Cola, January, River Severn, Mount Everest





Be careful: seasons are not classified as proper nouns.


Sometimes we need a noun for a group of similar things. These are called collective nouns. For example:




A group of lions is called a pride.


A group of wolves is called a pack.
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21  Copy these sentences and underline the common nouns:







      (a)  The author met a badger in a field.


      (b)  The badger returned the next day with a friend.


      (c)  Bats have big ears, furry bodies and wings like leather.


      (d)  Bats sleep in caves and attics during the day.


      (e)  Hedgehogs have thick spines covering their backs.


      (f)  Most squirrels have big, bushy tails and live in trees.








22  Copy out these sentences, adding capital letters to the start of the proper nouns:







      (a)  Squirrels are found in africa, asia and europe.


      (b)  The author dick king-smith writes many books about garden creatures.


      (c)  One of his most popular stories is called the hodgeheg.


      (d)  Hedgehogs hibernate from november to march.


      (e)  The wildlife trust is a charity in the united kingdom, which works to conserve hedgerow animals.
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Slowly, with that rolling bear-like shuftle that badgers have, it began to move towards
the wood, while I continued to beat a light tattoo on its backside. Until, at last, it
came to a hole in the hedge, and disappeared.

The very next morning I went exactly the same way to fetch the dairy herd, and there,
in exactly the same place, were two badgers. My friend, I thought, and his friend!

Happily I ran towards them. With a volley of furious grunts, the two badgers
charged at me. I fled at top speed.

Nobody ever believes this story.

But it’s true.

From Animal Friends by Dick King-Smith
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Owl Owls are birds of prey that hunt mainly at night. They use their sensitive
hearing and large eyes (which give them good night vision) to catch
animals such as mice and rabbits. Owls have soft feathers that allow

20 them to fly silently. The hooting cry of some species is easy to recognise.

Squirrel Most squirrels have big, bushy tails and live in trees. They are active
during the day, running from branch to branch in search of nuts, fruit
and seeds. Squirrels love seeds like acorns, which they gnaw with their
sharp front teeth. In autumn, they sometimes bury a supply in the

25 ground to last them through the winter.
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Now, badgers are nocturnal

animals and, though there was a

big sett in the nearby wood where we often heard them clucking and chattering at
night, it wasn't often that we saw them in broad daylight.

So I hurried towards this solitary badger, hoping that it wouldn’t run away till I'd had a
good look at it. It didn’t run away. It didn’t take the slightest notice of me, even though
I was now standing right beside it. It just carried on snuffling about in the grass.

I felt rather foolish. I took off my hat and biffed the badger gently on its bottom.

It didn’t even look up. ‘What's up with you, my friend?’ I said. ‘You deaf, or blind,
or both?’
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Hedgehog Hedgehogs are mammals found in the woods and hedges of Europe,
Asia and Africa. Most have thousands of thick spines covering their
10 backs, which help to protect them from predators. There are also hairy
hedgehogs, which live in Asia.

Mole Moles are small mammals that spend almost all their lives underground.
‘We know they are around because of the molehills they create when
digging their tunnels. They live in Europe, Asia and North America. Big

15 powerful front paws, a pointed nose and sharp claws mean that moles
are excellent diggers.
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Garden friends

How well do you know the animals in your garden? Here are some fascinating
facts about a few of them.

Badger Badgers are powerful creatures, but they are also shy. They are related to
skunks and, like them, have black and white markings. In Europe, they live
in family groups in woodlands. Badgers are most active in the evening.
This is when they come out to feed and to collect straw for bedding.

Bat Bats have big ears, furry bodies and wings like leather. They are nocturnal
mammals. This means they sleep in caves and attics during the day and fly
out to feed at night-time.
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Badger bithng
Never upset a badger. As Dick King-Smith knows, they can be full of surprises ...

I bet there aren’t many people who
can say, ‘Once [ biffed a badger on
the bottom with my hat?

I can. I was going out early one
summer’s morning to fetch the
cows in for milking. On my way
Thad to cross a big pasture, and
there, right in the middle of it,
was a badger.






