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“I’m off now,” Earl’s wife Kultida called to him. “I won’t be long. Just you make sure you take the baby somewhere nice. Like the park.”

Every Saturday, Kultida went shopping and left Earl to look after their nine-month-old son, Eldrick. Every time she told Earl to take Eldrick to the park.

“You hear what I’m saying, honey?” said Kultida.

“Uh-huh.”
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Earl waited until he heard Kultida’s car speed off down the road, then he went upstairs to Eldrick’s room.

“Come on, you and me are going to the park,” he told his son. “But first of all, we’ve got to go to the garage. I’ve got a golf match tomorrow and I need to put in some teeing off practice.”

In the garage, Earl picked up a golf club and began to practise knocking golf balls into a net that was strung up on the back wall. Eldrick watched, fascinated. He never got tired of watching his dad balance himself on his feet and swing the club high through the air. It looked fun; it looked easy; it looked the sort of thing he would like to do.
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