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Welcome to the World of WES



Wesley Wales Anderson was born in 1969. His first short film, Bottle Rocket, came into the world in 1993, followed three years later by his first feature length of the same name. Most agree that his signature aesthetic style was birthed with The Royal Tenenbaums, which played in cinemas in 2001. Since then, his exacting and instantly recognizable brand of paintbox brights, symmetry and whimsy has made ‘Wes Anderson’ shorthand for all things kitsch, fanciful and, above all, beautiful.




[image: The Tenenbaum family sits at the dining table below a chandelier. Several filled glasses are placed on the table.]




Childhood whimsy and opulence combine in the sharing of chocolate cake and milk under a crystal chandelier in The Royal Tenenbaums.








We’ve all seen the Accidentally Wes Anderson trend inspired by the films and the book that followed: folks finding themselves in sets and situations that have the signature ‘Wes’ look. But what if you want to live like Wes Anderson on purpose? Some will feel that way about other creations, of course: Marvel, Star Wars, the canon of David Lynch...the difference with an Anderson production is that it is actually conceivable to recreate. There’s no CGI here, nor so much surrealism that an associated project becomes impossible. Instead, everything you see in the frame of an American Empirical film has been lovingly handmade by crews and craftspeople that total in the hundreds.


If you have emerged from an experience with one of these films feeling the urge to immerse yourself in that world for longer, this book aims to help you do so, by putting very un-accidental techniques into practice in order to curate an aesthetic that brings you closer to this great director’s work. Though I’ll give cocktail recipes, dinner party ideas and playlists around eight movies in the pages that follow, Live Like Wes primarily does this through the medium of interior design.


Anderson’s films’ effect on the world of decor cannot be overstated. Once, it might have been called ‘jazzy’, ‘eccentric’ or ‘esoteric’ to paint your walls bubblegum-pink and hang pictures of cartoons alongside records and ornate-framed paintings; or considered tacky to display ornaments or buy lighting intended for children. But in Wes Anderson’s – and now his fans’ – hands, these old definitions of kitsch have been reframed in favour of something more purposeful and less self-conscious. Today, and in part thanks to Anderson and team’s careful curation, homes that go down these paths have never been more desirable.


It started, as I’ve already suggested, with The Royal Tenenbaums. Sure, care of setting was there in Bottle Rocket and 1998’s Rushmore, but most will agree that the saturated, hyper-stylized spaces that would become Anderson’s signature first blossomed in the Hamilton Heights red-brick mansion inhabited by the Tenenbaum family. An enormous cross-section of a dollhouse-like boat followed in The Life Aquatic in 2004. By 2007 and The Darjeeling Limited that picture-book Andersonian style had become as inevitable as a cast of off-kilter characters that included Owen Wilson, a melancholy undertone and a love of analogue.




[image: Wes Anderson, in a hat, leans on a chair at the Asteroid City desert set with props, camera equipment and tracks laid on the ground.]




On the set of Asteroid City, in which a farm between Spain’s Chinchón and Colmenar de Oreja stands in for the American desert.








With 2009 and Fantastic Mr. Fox, Anderson hit upon the format that is arguably his best: by pivoting to animation and puppetry, he was more thoroughly able to exercise his own personal brand of perfectionism. In this world, everything from a fox teenager’s bedroom to a supermarket aisle could be perfected in miniature. While he had actors including George Clooney (as Mr Fox) and Meryl Streep (as Mrs Fox) record their lines while running about the countryside (in order to avoid the stuffiness of a studio voiceover), the puppet ‘actors’ could be placed just so in the frame, becoming as stylized as the tree home and flint mines that surrounded them.


It was a film that Anderson seemed to take with him into his future projects: Moonrise Kingdom was more fantastical, The Grand Budapest Hotel more beautiful, The French Dispatch more organized and Asteroid City more cartoonish than anything that had gone before. Each showed such a precise sense of stylization that it’s almost inconceivable that they too were not moved by hand across a tiny stage. (That did happen again, of course, in Isle of Dogs, which doesn’t have its own chapter in this book for lack of specific interior design inspiration.)


Through it all, Anderson’s all-encompassing love of beauty and perfection (in design, if not always in storyline) shines most prominently in the sets that he commissions for his narratives: in the walls, the ceilings, the floors and everything contained within them. It is in these surroundings – as well as through characteristic blocking and mise en scène – that Wes Anderson has cultivated a following that goes beyond cinematic interest, touching something more akin to spiritual wonder and an aesthetic playbook for living a charmed life.


Here you’ll find my own translation of this playbook, varying from how to decorate your home to themed dinner parties and DIY projects inspired by the films. The book covers eight of Wes’s most distinctive films, each of which I have paired with a room in the home as well as an interior design style. The practice turned out to be surprisingly intuitive: The Royal Tenenbaums has the essence of a bohemian kitsch living room; Moonrise Kingdom, a whimsical alcove; Fantastic Mr. Fox, a cottagecore kitchen, and so on. Almost no discipline or niche goes untouched by the paintbrush of Wes and his band of artisans, which has done more than give fans practical ideas on how to add a touch of magic into their spaces; it has somewhat demystified interior design.


In the writing of this book, I have watched and rewatched Anderson’s films more than anyone – even a fan like me – ever reasonably should. Probably Anderson will not have expected anyone to have watched them as much, or as closely, as I have. And yet such fixed attention has not revealed clangers or dangling threads. On the contrary, it has confirmed Anderson’s perfectionism on an even more detailed scale. The minutest of details, from the badges on the Moonrise Kingdom Khaki Scouts’ uniforms to the straw dispenser on the counter of the Asteroid City Luncheonette, hold up to the closest scrutiny. Equally, every minor on-screen prop, painting and piece of furniture lends itself to fruitful inspiration to apply to your home and life, whether it be in a big project or a tiny tweak (you will find ideas for both in the chapters that follow).


This project has cultivated in me an even greater admiration for Anderson and his team, most notably production designer Adam Stockhausen, who undertook the role for Moonrise Kingdom, The Grand Budapest Hotel, Isle of Dogs, The French Dispatch, Asteroid City, four Roald Dahl shorts that included The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar, and 2025’s The Phoenician Scheme. Working with Wes, Stockhausen has been responsible for many of the wonders that form the basis for the inspirations in this book.


Each film has a long list of specialists within the art and speciality departments around Anderson and Stockhausen. The next time you watch one of these films, I encourage you to read the credits, which reveal some of that expertise. For example, The Grand Budapest Hotel had a Klimt forger on the books, while Asteroid City required both a yodelling consultant and a lasso consultant.


Paying close attention to these peoples’s work has shown me how lovingly anything can be made if you have the will to pay proper attention. It has shown me that you can go further than just admire something; you can bring some of that joy into your own life, whether it be redecorating your sofa, making a gallery wall of your kitchen magnets, or putting faux thatch on to the inside of your kitchen ceiling. It has made me more enthusiastic than ever before about the idea of putting effort into making a tablescape that evokes the dining car of The Darjeeling Limited and then serving a meal inspired by the food in the film. It has even made me pay closer attention to my own life, both in work and out, to imitate some of that beautiful perfectionism that Wes Anderson’s projects thrive on.


If you’re reading this book, I already know that you feel the same way about Wes Anderson’s films. What I hope is that it brings you some practical tips, new ideas and fun projects on how to eat, drink and decorate – how to Live Like Wes.


Jessie Atkinson, 2025




[image: Wes Anderson holds a puppet of Mister Fox dressed in a suit, with a hand near its mouth, while working on the set of Fantastic Mister Fox.]




Anderson’s exacting direction is arguably best suited to the puppetry on display in 2009’s Fantastic Mr. Fox.
















Top Ten Wes-style Interior TIPS



1. Study your colour wheels


Dedicated fans will be able to spot an Anderson film from its palette alone. Let this boldness with colour be your inspiration, drenching skirting to ceiling in bright or whimsical hues, and experimenting with combinations such as red and pink (as seen in The Royal Tenenbaums) or blue and yellow (Asteroid City).


2. Get in line


Symmetry is another prominent feature in the Anderson playbook. Use it to satisfying effect with matching ornaments on mantels, twin lamps, bookends placed just so and framed pictures hung with spirit levels.


3. Something old, nothing new


Most of Anderson’s films are set in the mid-20th century with reverent use of period props. To properly create a Moonrise Kingdom environment, then, make a habit of flea markets and antiques shops.


4. Hide your tech


Anderson is no Luddite, but if something can be done with practical effects and in analogue, it will be. Conceal television screens behind colourful shutters when not in use, favour record players over stereos, and don’t let your e-reader stop you from filling your shelves with books.


5. Embrace the peculiar


From Ash’s model train set in Fantastic Mr. Fox to Chas’s rotating tie display in The Royal Tenenbaums, there are oddities at every turn in the homes of Anderson’s characters, giving you free rein to buck conservatism in favour of the strange and beautiful.


6. Make it maximal


This is no book for the minimally minded; for an Anderson home, maximalism is the order of the day. That doesn’t mean clutter, but it does mean go big and bold with colours, patterns and themes, and don’t be afraid to fill your home with beautiful objects that make you smile.


7. Draw exciting contrasts


One way to master interior design is to become adroit at the intriguing contrast. That can certainly mean a blue and a red in tandem, but it also entails experimentation with texture, such as a straw rug on a stone floor, or with theme, such as a modern print in an antique frame.


8. The handmade has it


Anderson’s productions are full of props and ephemera created by brilliant craftspeople. Embrace the wonder of skill with pieces picked up from experts in their craft.


9. Curate your collection


Roman Coppola didn’t build a Wes Anderson production in a day. Treat your Anderson-inspired home like a curated museum collection and add to it over time.


10. Rely on what you love


Anderson’s films gained popularity because they favour childlike whimsy and off-kilter choices over stiff, rigid rules. The ultimate Anderson move, then, is to rely on the things that bring you joy.










Colour Like WES



Wes Anderson has been known to work with black and white, but his films are overwhelmingly preoccupied with brilliant, eye-popping colours. This is one of the reasons people love his films; only a dedicated ascetic could resist the candy-store hues exhibited in scene after scene.




[image: A corner seating area has striped cushions on built-in benches, a wicker stool with books and framed artworks on pale walls.]




The distinctive stripes of Colours of Arley come in every hue, from teal-green to baby blue, bubblegum-pink to acid yellow.










[image: A bedroom has a green upholstered bed with striped cushions and a central pillow, flanked by yellow side tables and wall lamps against a pink wall.]




YesColours gives Wes-style inspiration with this bold bedroom with walls in Joyful Pink. Green tones are a masterclass in the Anderson art of contrast.








It’s true that saturation is dialled up in post-production, but even if it weren’t, the slicks of paint slung by Anderson’s army of artists would still make these films some of the brightest in movie history. The visual identity derived from this knack with vibrancy is self-evident. It is an aesthetic that has made Anderson one of the most recognizable filmmakers; it is also a large part of what we can learn from this cinematic painter.


PICK A CONTRAST COLOUR


Most of Anderson’s films have a strong colour identity (think of The Grand Budapest Hotel and you will inevitably think in pink). Look again, however, and you will also discover an exciting supporting cast of contrasting and complementary colours. A living room painted all in pink is a bold move indebted to The Grand Budapest Hotel and The Royal Tenenbaums – especially when the skirting boards, radiators and perhaps even ceiling are painted in the same hue. Remember, though, to bring in some tonality or contrast. In M. Gustave’s world of hospitality, it comes through in red carpets, purple uniforms and green palms, while in the Tenenbaums’ mansion pink is instead delicately cut through with various tones of red, from vermilion to crimson.


The pattern continues throughout Anderson’s filmography. Yellow looks sumptuous in The Darjeeling Limited offset with zingy orange and deep blue. In Asteroid City, turquoise is used in conjunction with dusty mesa-yellow and dark cactus-green. Look for surprising combinations in your own interior colour palettes to elevate the look.


STICK WITH A THEME


From Anderson’s characters’ costumes to their homes and the towns they inhabit, colour themes are carried seamlessly throughout Anderson films, from the orange-bathed English countryside of Fantastic Mr. Fox to the Mediterranean seas of The Life Aquatic awash with blue.


Likewise, in your home colour can have a cohesive effect, creating a sense of flow throughout and maximizing the feeling of space. You don’t have to paint every room the same shade, but consider how the colours you use in each room work together and flow from one space to the next. You can also use colours from one room in a different way in another. For example, the main colour in the living room could be an accent in the hallway or picked out in the soft furnishings of the kitchen/dining area.


SAY GOODBYE TO GREY


This is not a book about colour, but the topic naturally permeates every discussion of an Anderson film. One of the easiest ways to bring a little Wes Anderson magic into your home, then, is to wave goodbye to beige and neutral tones, and embrace rich jewel tones, sorbet brights and paint-box primaries. One of the most important things to rethink before you dive in is your relationship with which colours you consider appropriate in a home. You may have felt chained to the greys and creams of modern-day design before, but from now on let’s take the cue of Margot Tenenbaum, Mrs Fox, Suzy Bishop and M. Gustave.










It's all in the DETAIL



A space is instantly recognizable by its whole – the way a sofa looks beside a lamp, the effect of a curtain in a window – but most of the tips to follow in this book are concerned with what truly makes a home something personal: the finer details. It is kismet that interior design can be at its most accessible and affordable in the details, because it is exactly this – details – on which Wes Anderson’s films, and therefore his aesthetic, operate.


[image: Three views of a study area feature patterned wallpaper, framed art, a desk with flowers and fabric with card motifs.]


[image: Four interiors feature floral patterns on walls and ceiling, a console against a decorated wall, a room with muralled walls and a painted wall scene.]


Loving dedication to craft and to doing things the proper way is what goes into the Asteroid City vending machines, Darjeeling Limited tea sets, Isle of Dogs puppets, and so on, in Anderson’s universe. It is also the secret sauce poured into any room with the aim of provoking wonder and joy. Whether you’re investing in a new sofa and curtains or not, the real opportunity presents itself in smaller tweaks: a new pair of zany cushions and a contrasting throw can make an old couch bohemian kitsch, while your existing curtains could find a new, more interesting life in front of an alcove or around a bed.


Expense spared or not, the real magic of an eccentric home is in its smallest quirks. How many people would love a home with a single stained-glass window or an errant pillar? This book aims to inspire you to introduce these kinds of follies yourself, whether it be through a riotous peel-and-stick tile splashback or a towering stack of books in the corner of the hallway.


You may even find that the tiniest of details make up the desired visual and emotional identity of your home, whether they’re immediately obvious or not. The completed fantasy books owned by Suzy Bishop in Moonrise Kingdom aren’t visible in their entirety, but the viewer’s trust in these books’ existence is what brings magic to the screen, just as an engraved cutlery set will bring magic to even a closed kitchen drawer.







[image: A sage green living room features floral wallpaper, patterned cushions, a framed painting above a sofa and fruit on a table.]




This living room by Hollis Loudon delights in detail, from the prints on the assorted cushions to the teapot on the coffee table.
















Seven second-hand shopping TIPS



To achieve Anderson-level attention to detail and craft, you will need to invest time and care. A single trip to Ikea won’t deliver the goods on this one, so instead make a habit of shopping second-hand, riffling through charity shops and vintage stores, and frequenting car-boot sales and flea markets.


1. Find reputable shops


The first thing you’re going to want is a list of spots that carry the kind of things you love. Your own personal taste is what matters most in the creation of a home inspired by Wes Anderson, but if you want to follow his excellent precedent, look for mid-century modern shops.


2. Take it to the market, both on and offline


You can find special items in places beyond your city’s dedicated antiques shops. Look for mid-century modern furniture and kitsch doodads in flea markets, yard sales, second-hand stores, car-boot sales and online marketplaces. You can also often find smaller interior design pieces in vintage shops that are largely dedicated to selling clothes.


3. Make visits a habit


Like shopping for vintage clothing, you probably won’t find something you love on the first try. Instead, you’ll need to make semi-regular visits to the shops and online spaces that best match your taste. With dedication and careful perusal, you’ll soon find the exact things you’ve been hoping for.


4. Shop on holiday


Don’t just search in your home town; if you’re away from your locality, poke your head into antiques shops and flea markets. You may find a hidden treasure made even more special by the memories it will carry.


5. Ask store owners for advice


Most furniture and antiques shops will be owned by someone who acquires their stock themselves, meaning they should know a lot about each piece. They might also be able to help you source something specific that you’ve been seeking.


6. Don’t just shop for furniture


Vintage emporiums are often filled with minute trinkets, the likes of which will make up the complete picture of your newly Wes-ified home. Look for ceramics, crockery, frames, books, ornaments, and even jewellery and scarves that can be repurposed as light pulls or doilies.


7. Upcycle


Some mid-century furniture can look a touch dilapidated, but with a little sanding, varnishing and a new set of feet or knobs, you can make it look exactly as you’d hoped, with the added benefit of personalization.
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