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VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE 6


How VAR will operate – a referee’s insight


The International Football Association Board (IFAB) unanimously approved the use of video assistant referee (VAR) technology at its 132nd Annual General Meeting (AGM), which took place in March 2018. Since the beginning of the experiment in the use of VAR in leagues around the world began in March 2016, IFAB reported that the accuracy of reviewable decisions had increased by


5.8 per cent to 98.9 per cent. Along with other data, these results supported the decision to allow VAR to operate around the world in leagues that permit its introduction.


Referee


Assistant referees Fourth oﬃcial


Video assistant referee


Assistant VAR


Benefits and limitations


Replay operator


The IFAB criteria are designed to ensure that the use of VAR involves MINIMUM INTERFERENCE in the flow of play, and MAXIMUM BENEFIT to the quality of decision-making. It is to be used only to identify CLEAR AND OBVIOUS ERRORS.


All stakeholders in the game must recognise that the VAR system is not perfect and cannot clarify those grey areas that will always exist in the game of football. The referee always takes the final decision, but should make use of


Only one team


The three separate elements of the VAR system work together but with distinct areas of responsibility, operating in a seamless manner to the agreed set of protocols with trust and good communication.
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VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE 7


When VAR can be used


VAR in the same way that he makes use of the contributions of the assistant referees and the fourth oﬃcial.


VAR technology will be permitted in order to review incidents in key match-changing situations in four specific situations:


Areas of operation


In matches using VAR technology there must be a video operation room (VOR), where the video assistant referee (VAR), assistant VAR (AVAR) and replay operator (RO) work, and at least one referee review area (RRA), where the referee can undertake an on-field review (OFR).


The VOR may be in or close to the stadium or in a more distant location. Only authorised persons are permitted to enter the VOR or to communicate with the VAR, AVAR or RO during the match. A player, substitute or substituted player who enters the VOR will be sent off; a team oﬃcial who enters the VOR will be dismissed from the technical area.


The RRA must be in a visible location outside the field of play and clearly marked. Any player, substitute or substituted player who enters the RRA will be cautioned. A team oﬃcial who enters the RRA will be given an oﬃcial warning (or cautioned).


When reviewing decisions, the team of oﬃcials will ask the following questions as relevant in each of these categories:


Goals


• Attacking offence


Was a foul committed in the lead up to the goal by an attacking player? There is some room for debate as to how far


Goals


Penalty kick


Red Cards


Mistaken identity


OFFSIDE


back in the lead up this can be reviewed. Further clarification from IFAB may be needed.


• Offside


Was an attacking player offside? The assistant referee should delay raising the flag for offside to ensure that when the review takes place an inaccurate flag does not rule out a valid goal.
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Red cards


• Level of foul


Was the nature of the foul suﬃciently serious to merit a straight red card –


i.e. serious foul play, violent conduct, or denial of an obvious goal-scoring opportunity?


BALL OUT OF PLAY


SERIOUS FOUL PLAY


• Ball out of play


Did the ball go out of play in the lead-up up to the goal?


Penalty kick


• Defensive foul


Did the incident involve a foul by the defending team?


• Location of the foul


Did the foul take place inside the penalty area?


LOCATION OF THE FOUL


RED CARD SHOWN
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VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE 9


VAR in action


Mistaken identity


• Sanction applied to the correct player Has the referee correctly identified the player responsible for the foul? The video assistant referee needs to be alert


and to intervene verbally over the communication kit to avoid the referee issuing either a red or yellow card to the wrong player.


On the field of play the referee must verbally communicate with the VAR team to explain the reason for the following decisions:


• To award or not award PENALTY KICK.


• To show or not show a RED CARD (not including a red card following a second yellow card).


• To award or not award a goal.


Stopping play


• The referee must always be ready to stop the game quickly in case of clear missed incident.


• If the referee seeks the involvement of VAR, play must be halted and must not restart while checks and reviews are in progress.


• If the referee needs to delay the restart of the game because the VAR is being utilised, the referee indicates this to the players and spectators by means of a clear signal. To request a VAR check, the referee will hold a finger to one ear and extend the other hand/arm. To request a VAR review, the referee indicates that an incident will be reviewed by making a square shape.


MISTAKEN IDENTITY
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Cancelling a red card


• Following a VAR review of the incident, the player should be requested by the referee to join him.


• The referee partly shows the red card and clearly indicates that it has been withdrawn using a crossed arms signal.


• The fourth oﬃcial advises the team coaches and a public announcement is then made.


REQUESTING A VAR REVIEW


CANCELLING A RED CARD


REQUESTING A VAR CHECK


Checks and reviews


Only the referee can initiate a review and at the end of the review process, the referee will make the review sign again before the final decision is indicated. The VAR will automatically ‘check’ all incidents using the broadcaster’s footage.


The referee must delay blowing the whistle following an apparent goal if the assistant referee raises the flag in order to enable VAR to check.
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Half-time and full-time whistle


To avoid players leaving the field of play, the referee should not whistle to end the period of play if a reviewable incident happens at the end of the first half or at full time and a check or review is needed.


PLAYERS AND TEAM OFFICIALS ENTERING THE REFEREE REVIEW AREA


MAKING AN INAPPROPRIATE REVIEW REQUEST


Inappropriate review requests


• Players and substitutes who clearly and aggressively make the TV sign must be shown a yellow card.


• Team oﬃcials or coaches who clearly and aggressively make the TV sign must be warned.


• Players or team oﬃcials who enter the referee review area (RRA), where the VAR equipment is sited near the field of play, must be shown a yellow card.


Review after play has restarted


VAR cannot be used following the restart of play for missed penalty decisions, serious foul play, or for missed offside rulings. It can, however, be used after the restart of play in the case of direct red card offences involving violent conduct, spitting, biting and extremely offensive, insulting or abusive gestures. These offences will always be reviewed by the referee in the RRA. VAR cannot be reviewed for use of offensive language.
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VAR and assistant referees


Video assistant referee and assistant VAR


The use of VAR has several implications for the way in which assistant referees signal their observations.


• In most cases, the assistant referee should delay raising the offside flag if a player is in a very good scoring position – for example, the player is in or close to the penalty area or moving with a free run with a direct goal-scoring opportunity. However, the assistant referee should raise the flag immediately if convinced that the player is offside.


• The assistant referee should communicate his opinion to the referee when the action is concluded to contribute to the VAR review.


• The assistant referee should raise the flag only when the situation is concluded by a goal, corner or continuation of play.


• The assistant referee is encouraged to delay raising the flag to ensure that the ball has gone out of play (especially over the goal line) before play is halted.


The video assistant referee watches the live match and also a screen that operates with a three-second delay. The assistant VAR continues to watch the live game while a check is taking place in case another incident occurs. The video assistant referee needs to communicate directly with other members of the refereeing team in the following situations:


• Marking. Where the video assistant referee indicates to the operator that a video clip of a specific incident should be saved.


• Silent check. Where the referee and the video assistant referee communicate privately.


• Alert check with Communication. Where a check is in progress – for example, for a penalty kick or for a red card.


• Stop play and Delay restart. Where conferring with the referee on stopping or restarting play following a reviewable incident.


• Initiate a review. Where the referee requests a review.


AN ASSISTANT SHARES HIS OPINION WITH THE REFEREE
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Spectator awareness


The video assistant referee can intervene to suggest a review or stoppage in the following situations:


• Referee has shown a second yellow card but failed to dismiss the player.


• The referee appears to have mistaken the identity of a player who is to receive a yellow or red card.


• A team has more players on the field of play than the number permitted.


• A team is about to kick off without a goalkeeper.


• A player is bleeding or appears to be seriously injured.


Educating the football spectators in the operation of VAR technology and the rules surrounding its use is important for its acceptance and for the smooth and orderly conduct of matches in which it is used. The Professional Referee Organization (PRO) manages referees operating in Major League Soccer in the United States and have been very pro-active in supporter education and have produced a number of resources and introduced a number of practices that may be of use in easing the adoption of VAR in the game throughout the world:


• An online video explanation of how VAR operates.


• This video explanation is also played in stadiums before matches.


• When a VAR review is in process a stadium announcement is made.


• A replay is shown to spectators once play has resumed.


STADIUM ANNOUNCEMENT
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THE QUESTIONS
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THE QUESTIONS 1–2


Your assistant wrongly flags an inactive player offside, so you allow play to continue. However, the ball, which had been heading out of play, strikes the raised flag and bounces into the path of another attacker, who is in an onside position, and who races away with it. What now?


At the final whistle, a sniggering striker trots over to an opposition defender who had scored a bizarre hat-trick of own goals and tries to give him the match ball. The defender reacts by flipping the ball back up into the striker’s face. You intervene as they square up. Both players are on yellow cards. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 3–5


At a corner, a defender is marking a striker closely. The striker attempts to wind up the defender by kissing him on the cheek. The defender reacts angrily and pushes the striker to the ground. What action do you take?


The away side are breaking with speed. As the ball is played forwards into the box, the last defender deliberately punches it away just before it reaches an opposition striker, who was standing in an offside position. Do you penalise the defender or signal for offside?


A striker fires a shot in, but a defender right on the edge of the box deliberately blocks it with his hand. The sheer power of the shot forces the defender’s hand back into the penalty area. The ball was in contact with his hand both in and out of the area. Is it a penalty?
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THE QUESTIONS 6–8


The players in a wall, lined up to face a left-footed free kick, suddenly reposition themselves when a right-footed player runs up instead. They move sideways away from your foam line, and when the ball is deflected to safety, the attackers demand a retake. What now?


You signal for a player to come back onto the pitch after injury, but as he puts one foot back in play, he sees an opponent kick a clearance towards him. He steps back, catches the ball and takes a quick throw. Do you intervene?


A striker races into the penalty area and takes a theatrical dive to evade a reckless tackle by a defender. No contact was made. Both are on a yellow card. What do you do?
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THE QUESTIONS 9–11


19


In a penalty area melée you spot a bookable offence, and think the guilty party was the home side’s new star signing, who is already on a yellow card. But before you act, one of his teammates dashes up and tells you you’ve got it wrong and owns up to the foul himself. What now?


A sub races on to the pitch before the player he is replacing has left the field, but suddenly pulls up with a torn hamstring. His manager wants to cancel the switch. Do you let him?


As a striker takes a wild swing at the ball, a lump of mud flies off his boot and temporarily blinds the keeper. The ball rolls into the net. Goal or no goal?







[image: image]







[image: image]







[image: image]









[image: image]





THE QUESTIONS 12–14


A keeper receives a back pass and tries to dribble his way out of trouble. But, after beating one challenge realises the risk he is taking, so – still just inside his area – he drops on the ball instead. Play on?


On a rain-drenched pitch a player taking a corner slips and kicks the flag post first then the ball. The ball rolls ten yards away and is cleared up field, but you spot the flag and the post are now lying on the pitch. Do you intervene?


The home manager is serving a one-game stadium ban. But during the first half you notice the home side’s bear mascot is angrily jumping up and down on the touchline shouting instructions to the home players. His voice sounds familiar. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 15–17


21


As a corner kick flies into a crowded penalty area, you spot three simultaneous offences: two defenders deliberately dragging down the attackers they are marking, and a third attacker shoving his marker in the face. There’s uproar. What now?


A player on a yellow card is clearly tripped by an opponent – but before you can blow for the foul he picks the ball up, ready to take a quick free kick. What now?


LEAVE IT!


You’re surprised to see a defender duck out of a header, leaving a striker to score unchallenged. The defender and the keeper are furious, saying the striker shouted, ‘leave it’, mimicking the keeper’s distinctive accent. What do you do?
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THE QUESTIONS 18–20


At half time the home manager grabs you and insists you watch a replay of the away side’s goal on a fan’s phone. The video shows the striker clearly handling the ball into the net. What’s worse, it also shows the striker surreptitiously giving thumbs up to your assistant, who slyly nods back. What do you do?


Inside his own penalty area, a full-back passes to his centre-back, who slips and falls. Spotting the danger, the keeper picks up the loose ball before a nearby striker can reach it. What now?


The defending team makes a substitution before a corner kick is taken, replacing one centre-back with another. But before the new player has arrived in the box, you signal for the kick to be taken and an unmarked striker scores. There’s uproar. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 21–23


23


The ball is nodded clear from a crowded penalty area, only to be volleyed straight back in again. The shot flies towards a striker, who is clearly in an offside position, but he jumps out of the way and the ball flies into the net. Your assistant flags. What now?


Before a big match you’re surprised to see one of your assistants arrive at the ground wearing the away side’s replica top. You challenge him and he tells you he’s a lifelong supporter, but it will not affect his judgement. Do you intervene?


In a youth cup final, the blue team scores from a late corner. It looks like it’ll be the winning goal, but as you prepare to restart, you’re shocked to see six defenders throw themselves to the floor, all claiming serious injury. Their manager then marches on to demand an abandonment and a replay. What do you do?
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THE QUESTIONS 24–26


A maverick striker is furious to be subbed and after he steps off the pitch, he kicks the player who has replaced him. The substitute, who had one foot on the pitch, is now too injured to come on, and his side have used all their subs. What do you do?


In a sudden counterattack a midfielder plays the ball forward to a teammate who is inside his own half, and clean through on goal. But your assistant flags for offside, and the striker stops, shouting in outrage. What now?


There are patches of snow on the pitch and wintry flurries in the air. After 20 minutes, the away team in their all-white strip go 2–0 up. The home manager storms onto the pitch, complaining that his players can’t see the opposition clearly. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 27–29


25


In the 87th minute of a freezing, wet non-league game, at 3–0 up, the home side loses a player to injury. None of the subs want to come on, so the home manager voluntarily goes down to ten men. But when the opposition scores, he demands the right to send on one of his subs after all. What do you do?


A player with a reputation for diving, already on a yellow card, is kicked in the chest. You think he dived, but as you show him a second yellow, he tears off his shirt to reveal some nasty stud marks. What now?


In the opening minute of a game you fail to spot that both your assistants are operating in the same half of the pitch. You only notice when a goal is scored, and one of them flags for offside, while the other does not. What do you do?
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THE QUESTIONS 30–32


The keeper tries to clear a back pass but scuffs his kick. The ball flies up, bounces on the 18-yard line, and spins back into his arms before a striker can reach it. What now?


A game goes to penalties. The away manager, worried that he has an inexperienced keeper in goal, sends his goalkeeping coach to stand behind the net and shout advice. Do you intervene?


GO RIGHT!


In the dying seconds of a 7–0 cup thrashing, two opponents decide to call it a day: they change shirts early and shake hands laughing. But then the ball breaks towards them, and the home striker, wearing an away top, smacks the ball into the net. Goal or no goal?
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THE QUESTIONS 33–34


27


The red team’s star player fires a thunderous shot at goal. It beats the keeper and is clearly going in until it smacks an unfortunate teammate in the face. As the teammate collapses in his offside position, the ball rebounds to another, clearly onside red team colleague, who slots it into the net. Goal or no goal?


In the last game of the season, the away side need a point to stay up while the home side are already safe and feeling relaxed. At half time you spot some empty champagne bottles in the home team’s dressing room and the players admit they’ve had a glass or two each. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 35–37


A manager who has used all his subs has a furious half-time bust up with his team captain. He tells you he has sacked the captain and will voluntarily finish the game with ten men. But the captain and his teammates tell you to ignore the manager. They say he has ‘lost the plot’ and want to start the second half as normal. What do you do?
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How VAR will operate - a referee’s insight

The International Football Association
Board (IFAB) unanimously approved the
use of video assistant referee (VAR)
technology at its 132nd Annual General
Meeting (AGM), which took place in
March 2018. Since the beginning of the
experiment in the use of VAR in leagues
around the world began in March 2016,
IFAB reported that the accuracy of
reviewable decisions had increased by
5.8 per cent to 98.9 per cent. Along
with other data, these results supported
the decision to allow VAR to operate
around the world in leagues that permit
its introduction.

Benefits and limitations

The IFAB criteria are designed to
ensure that the use of VAR involves
MINIMUM INTERFERENCE in the flow
of play, and MAXIMUM BENEFIT to the
quality of decision-making. It is to be
used only to identify CLEAR AND

OBVIOUS ERRORS.

All stakeholders in the game must Only one team
recognise that the VAR system is not The three separate elements of the VAR
perfect and cannot clarify those grey system work together but with distinct areas
areas that will always exist in the game of responsibility, operating in a seamless manner
of football. The referee always takes the to the agreed set of protocols with trust and

final decision, but should make use of good communication.
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the wrong player.
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VAR in action

On the field of play the referee must
verbally communicate with the VAR
team to explain the reason for the
following decisions:

e To award or not award PENALTY KICK.
e To show or not show a RED CARD
(not including a red card following

a second yellow card).

e To award or not award a goal.

Stopping play

e The referee must always be ready to
stop the game quickly in case of clear
missed incident.

o |f the referee seeks the involvement
of VAR, play must be halted and must
not restart while checks and reviews
are in progress.

o |f the referee needs to delay the
restart of the game because the VAR
is being utilised, the referee indicates
this to the players and spectators by
means of a clear signal. To request a
VAR check, the referee will hold a
finger to one ear and extend the
other hand/arm. To request a VAR
review, the referee indicates that an
incident will be reviewed by making
a square shape.
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VAR in the same way that he makes use
of the contributions of the assistant
referees and the fourth official.

Areas of operation

In matches using VAR technology there
must be a video operation room (VOR),
where the video assistant referee (VAR),
assistant VAR (AVAR) and replay
operator (RO) work, and at least one
referee review area (RRA), where the
referee can undertake an on-field
review (OFR).

The VOR may be in or close to the
stadium or in a more distant location.
Only authorised persons are permitted
to enter the VOR or to communicate
with the VAR, AVAR or RO during
the match. A player, substitute or
substituted player who enters the VOR
will be sent off; a team official who
enters the VOR will be dismissed from
the technical area.

The RRA must be in a visible location
outside the field of play and clearly
marked. Any player, substitute or
substituted player who enters the RRA
will be cautioned. A team official who
enters the RRA will be given an official
warning (or cautioned).

When VAR can be used
VAR technology will be permitted
in order to review incidents in key
match-changing situations in four
specific situations:

Goals

Penalty kick

Red Cards

Mistaken identity

When reviewing decisions, the team of
officials will ask the following questions
as relevant in each of these categories:

Goals

e Attacking offence
Was a foul committed in the lead up to
the goal by an attacking player? There
is some room for debate as to how far

VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE & 1

OFFSIDE

back in the lead up this can be
reviewed. Further clarification from
IFAB may be needed.

o Offside
Was an attacking player offside? The
assistant referee should delay raising
the flag for offside to ensure that when
the review takes place an inaccurate
flag does not rule out a valid goal.
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BALL OUT OF PLAY Red cards
o Level of foul

Was the nature of the foul sufficiently
serious to merit a straight red card -
i.e. serious foul play, violent conduct,

or denial of an obvious goal-scoring
opportunity?

|+

SERIOUS
FOUL PLAY
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e Ball out of play
Did the ball go out of play in the
lead-up up to the goal?

Penalty kick

o Defensive foul
Did the incident involve a foul by the
defending team?

e Location of the foul
Did the foul take place inside the
penalty area?
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LOCATION OF THE FOUL RED CARD SHOWN
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AN ASSISTANT SHARES HIS OPINION
WITH THE REFEREE

VAR and assistant referees

The use of VAR has several implications
for the way in which assistant referees
signal their observations.

e |n most cases, the assistant referee
should delay raising the offside flag
if a player is in a very good scoring
position - for example, the player is
in or close to the penalty area or
moving with a free run with a direct
goal-scoring opportunity. However,
the assistant referee should raise the
flag immediately if convinced that
the player is offside.

o The assistant referee should
communicate his opinion to the
referee when the action is concluded
to contribute to the VAR review.

o The assistant referee should raise
the flag only when the situation

s concluded by a goal, corner or
continuation of play.

e The assistant referee is encouraged
to delay raising the flag to ensure
that the ball has gone out of play
especially over the goal line) before
play is halted.
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Video assistant referee and

assistant VAR

The video assistant referee watches

the live match and also a screen that

operates with a three-second delay.

The assistant VAR continues to watch

the live game while a check is taking

place in case another incident occurs.

The video assistant referee needs to

communicate directly with other

members of the refereeing team in the
following situations:

o Marking. Where the video assistant
referee indicates to the operator that
a video clip of a specific incident
should be saved.

o Silent check. Where the referee and
the video assistant referee
communicate privately.

o Alert check with Communication.
Where a check is in progress -
for example, for a penalty kick or for
ared card.

e Stop play and Delay restart. Where
conferring with the referee on
stopping or restarting play following
a reviewable incident.

o Initiate a review. Where the referee
requests a review.
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The video assistant referee can
intervene to suggest a review or
stoppage in the following situations:

e Referee has shown a second yellow
card but failed to dismiss the player.

e The referee appears to have mistaken
the identity of a player who is to
receive a yellow or red card.

o Ateam has more players on the field
of play than the number permitted.

e Ateam is about to kick off without
a goalkeeper.

o A player is bleeding or appears to be
seriously injured.

Spectator awareness

Educating the football spectators in the

operation of VAR technology and the
rules surrounding its use is important
for its acceptance and for the smooth
and orderly conduct of matches in
which it is used. The Professional
Referee Organization (PRO) manages
referees operating in Major League
Soccer in the United States and have
been very pro-active in supporter
education and have produced a number
of resources and introduced a number

STADIUM ANNOUNCEMENT

VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE

of practices that may be of use in

easing the adoption of VAR in the

game throughout the world:

e An online video explanation of how
VAR operates.

e This video explanation is also played
in stadiums before matches.

e When a VAR review is in process
a stadium announcement is made.

o Areplay is shown to spectators once
play has resumed.
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Cancelling a red card

e Following a VAR review of the
incident, the player should be
requested by the referee to join him.

e The referee partly shows the red card
and clearly indicates that it has been
withdrawn using a crossed arms signal.

o The fourth official advises the team
coaches and a public announcement
is then made.
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REQUESTING A VAR REVIEW

e s f A D

REQUESTING A VAR CHECK

Checks and reviews

Only the referee can initiate a review

and at the end of the review process,

the referee will make the review sign

again before the final decision is

indicated. The VAR will automatically

‘check’ all incidents using the

broadcaster’s footage. CANCELLING A RED CARD
The referee must delay blowing the

whistle following an apparent goal if the

assistant referee raises the flag in order

to enable VAR to check. e
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VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE & 11

Review after play has restarted Half-time and full-time whistle

VAR cannot be used following the To avoid players leaving the field of
restart of play for missed penalty play, the referee should not whistle to
decisions, serious foul play, or for end the period of play if a reviewable
missed offside rulings. It can, however, incident happens at the end of the

be used after the restart of play in the first half or at full time and a check
case of direct red card offences or review is needed.

involving violent conduct, spitting,
biting and extremely offensive, insulting

or abusive gestures. These offences will
PLAYERS AND TEAM OFFICIALS ENTERING

always be reviewed by the referee in THE REFEREE REVIEW AREA
the RRA. VAR cannot be reviewed for
use of offensive language.
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MAKING AN INAPPROPRIATE REVIEW REQUEST

Inappropriate review requests

e Players and substitutes who clearly
and aggressively make the TV sign
must be shown a yellow card.

e Team officials or coaches who clearly
and aggressively make the TV sign
must be warned.

e Players or team officials who enter
the referee review area (RRA), where
the VAR equipment is sited near
the field of play, must be shown

ayellow card. Ty st et D
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16 # THE QUESTIONS 1-2

Your agsietant wrongly flage an inactive player
offside, <o you allow play to continue. However, the
ball, which had been heading out of play, strikes the
raiced flag and bounces into the path of another
attacker, who i¢ in an ongide pogition, and who
races away with it. What now?

At the final whistle, a sniggering striker trots over to
an oppogition defender who had ccored a bizarre hat-
trick of own goale and tries to give him the mateh ball.
The defender reacte by flipping the ball back up into
the striker’s face. You intervene ag they equare up.
Both playere are on yellow cards. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 3-5 & 17

At a corner, a defender ie marking a etriker
clogely. The etriker attempts to wind up the
defender by kissing him on the cheek. The

defender reacte angrily and pushes the etriker
to the ground. What action do you take?

The away side are breaking with speed. As the ball is
played forwards into the box, the last defender deliberately
punches it away just before it reaches an opposition
atriker, who wag standing in an offeide position. Do you
penalice the defender or signal for offeide?

A etriker fireg a ghot in, but a defender right on the
edge of the box deliberately blocks it with hig hand. The
sheer power of the shot forces the defender’s hand

back into the penalty area. The ball wag in contact with
hi¢ hand both in and out of the area. s it a penalty?
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THE QUESTIONS
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18 # THE QUESTIONS 6-8

The players in a wall, lined up to face a left-footed free
kick, suddenly reposition themeelves when a right-footed
player rune up instead. They move cidewaye away from
your foam line, and when the ball i deflected to eafety,

the attackere demand a retake. What now?

You gignal for a player to come back onto the pitch
after injury, but ag he pute one foot back in play,
he sees an opponent kick a clearance towards him.
He stepe back, catches the ball and takes a quick
throw. Do you intervene?

A ctriker races into the penalty area and takes a theatrical
dive to evade a recklese tackle by a defender. No contact
wag made. Both are on a yellow card. What do you do?
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THE QUESTIONS 9-11 & 19

[n a penalty area melée you spot a bookable offence,
and think the guilty party wag the home gide’s new star
gigning, who ig already on a yellow card. But before you
act, one of hig teammates daghes up and tells you you've
got it wrong and owng up to the foul himgelf. What now?

A cub raceg on to the pitch before
the player he ie replacing hag left the
field, but euddenly pulle up with a torn
hametring. Hig manager wants to cancel
the switch. Do you let him?

Ag a etriker takes a wild swing at the
ball, a lump of mud flies off hig boot and
temporarily blinde the keeper. The ball

rolle into the net. Goal or no goal?
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20 # THE QUESTIONS 12-14

A keeper receives a back pase and tries
to dribble his way out of trouble. But, after
beating one challenge realiges the rigk he

i taking, o - sfill just incide hig area - he
drope on the ball ingtead. Play on?

On a rain-drenched piteh a player taking a
corner ¢lipe and kicke the flag post firet then the
ball. The ball rolle ten yarde away and ie cleared
up field, but you epot the flag and the post are
now lying on the pitch. Do you intervene?

The home manager is gerving a one-game stadium ban. But during
the firet half you notice the home gide’s bear mageot ie angrily

jumping up and down on the touchline shouting instructiong to the
home players. Hig voice sounds familiar. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 21-23 & 23

The ball ie nodded clear from a crowded penalty area,
only to be volleyed straight back in again. The hot

fliee towarde a etriker, who i¢ clearly in an offeide
position, but he jumps out of the way and the ball
flieg into the net. Your agsictant flags. What now?

Before a big match you're surprised to see one of
your assistante arrive at the ground wearing the
away side’s replica top. You challenge him and he
telle you he’s a lifelong supporter, but it will not
affect hig judgement. Do you intervene?

[n a youth cup final, the blue team scores from a late corner. [t looke like it'l
be the winning goal, but ag you prepare to restart, youre shocked to gee gix
defenders throw themselves to the floor, all claiming serioug injury. Their manager
then marches on to demand an abandonment and a replay. What do you do?
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24 § THE QUESTIONS 24-26

A maverick etriker ig furioug to be cubbed and after
he stepe off the piteh, he kieke the player who hag
replaced him. The substitute, who had one foot on
the pitch, ie now too injured to come on, and his
side have uged all their eubs. What do you do?

[n a eudden counterattack a midfielder playe the
ball forward to a teammate who ig ingide hie own
half, and clean through on goal. But your agsistant
flage for offeide, and the striker etops, shouting in
outrage. What now?

There are patches of snow on the pitch and wintry flurries in the
air. After 20 minuteg, the away team in their all-white strip go
2-0 up. The home manager etorme onto the pitch, complaining
that hig players can’t see the opposition clearly. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 15-17 & 21

A player on a yellow card i clearly
tripped by an opponent ~ but before
you can blow for the foul he picks the
ball up, ready to take a quick free kick.
What now?

Az g corner kick flieg into a crowded penalty area,
you gpot three cimultaneous offences: two defendere
deliberately dragging down the attackers they are
marking, and a third attacker hoving hig marker in the
face. There’s uproar. What now?

You're surpriced to see a defender duck out of a header,
leaving a striker to score unchallenged. The defender and

the keeper are furious, saying the striker shouted, ‘leave it’,
mimicking the keeper’s distinctive accent. What do you do?
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22 § THE QUESTIONS 18-20

At half time the home manager grabs you and ingigte you watch
a replay of the away side’s goal on a fan’s phone. The video
chows the etriker clearly handling the ball into the net. What’s
worge, it aleo shows the striker surreptitioucly giving thumbe up
to your aggistant, who elyly nods back. What do you do?
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The defending team makeg a gubstitution before a corner kick is
taken, replacing one centre-back with another. But before the new
player hag arrived in the box, you signal for the kick to be taken
and an unmarked etriker gcores. There’s uproar. What now?

[ngide hie own penalty area, a full-back
passes to hie centre-back, who ¢lips and
falle. Spotting the danger, the keeper
picks up the loose ball before a nearby
atriker can reach it. What now?

;\\.‘\t}\)‘w‘/'





OEBPS/images/page027.jpg
THE QUESTIONS 33-34 & 21

The red team’s star player fires a thunderous shot at
goal. It beate the keeper and is clearly going in until
it emacke an unfortunate teammate in the face. Ag
the teammate collapses in his offside position, the ball
rebounds to another, clearly ongide red team colleague,
who glote it into the net. Goal or no goal?

[n the last game of the geagon, the away side
need a point to stay up while the home cide are
already cafe and feeling relaxed. At half time

you gpot some empty champagne bottleg in the
home team’e dregsing room and the playere admit
they've had a glase or two each. What now?
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28 & THE QUESTIONS 35-37

A manager who hag used all hie eubs hag a furioug half-time bust up
with hig team captain. He telle you he hae cacked the captain and

will voluntarily finich the game with ten men. But the captain and hig
teammateg tell you to ignore the manager. They say he hag ‘logt the
plot’ and want to etart the cecond half as normal. What do you do?

[n a swift counterattack, a player, supported
by a teammate, hag a clear run at goal. But
just ag he’s about to shoot, hie teammate on
a hat-trick, gives him a hard chove off the

ball and gcores ingtead. What now?

[n a penalty shoot-out, all the outfield players ecore from their kicke, go the keepers
are up next. But when the first keeper scuffs hig kick wide, the second keeper
daghes out and emacke him in the face. He clearly wants to be sent off o that hig
gide’e etar etriker can take the kick instead of him. There’s uproar. What now?
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THE QUESTIONS 27-29 &

[n the 87th minute of a freezing, wet non-league game, at 3-0 A player with a reputation for diving, already
up, the home gide loges a player to injury. None of the sube want on a yellow card, ie kicked in the chest. You
to come on, 2o the home manager voluntarily goes down to ten think he dived, but ag you show him a gecond
men. But when the oppogition scoreg, he demands the right to yellow, he tearg off hie shirt to reveal gome
gend on one of hig subg after all. What do you do? nagty stud marke. What now?

[n the opening minute of a game you fail to spot that both your agsistante are operating
in the came half of the pitch. You only notice when a goal ie scored, and one of them
flage for offeide, while the other doeg not. What do you do?
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26 § THE QUESTIONS 30-32

The keeper tries fo clear a back page | A game goes to penalties. The away

but seuffe hig kick. The ball flies up, manager, worried that he hag an

bounces on the [8-yard line, and eping | inexperienced keeper in goal, sends hie
back into hig arme before 4 etriker can | goalkeeping coach to stand behind the net
reach it. What now? and chout advice. Do you intervene?
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[n the dying ceconds of a 7-O cup thraghing, two opponents decide
to call it a day: they change shirts early and ehake handg laughing.
But then the ball breake towarde them, and the home atriker,
wearing an away top, smacks the ball into the net. Goal or no goal?





