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Introduction






About the Eduqas course


During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50 per cent):


Component 1: Studies in Depth


This is in two parts and consists of:




	
•  A British Depth Study


	
•  A non-British Depth Study





Component 2: Studies in Breadth


This is in two parts and consists of:




	
•  A Period Study


	
•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of a historical site





These studies are assessed through four examination papers:


Component 1 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study.


Each study is assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There are also questions testing second order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.


Component 2 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour 15 minutes on the Thematic Study.


Each study is answered by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus is on second order historical concepts but there is also some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.


About the book


This book covers the option 1H The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910–1929 which is a non-British Depth Study and is part of Component 1. The book is divided into seven chapters:


1: Immigration


This chapter focuses on the key question: Why did immigration become such a major issue in American society? It examines how the USA moved to restricting immigration and the backlash against immigration seen in the Red Scare, the Palmer Raids and the Sacco and Vanzetti case.


2: Religion and race


This chapter focuses on the key question: Was America a country of religious and racial intolerance during this period? It examines the influence of religious fundamentalism in the USA, the poor treatment of Native Americans and racism towards black Americans through segregation and the violence of the Ku Klux Klan.


3: Crime and corruption


This chapter focuses on the key question: Was the 1920s a decade of organised crime and corruption? It examines the organised crime of gangsters like Al Capone that grew up in response to the prohibition of alcohol, as well as the political corruption of the Teapot Dome scandal.


4: Economic boom


This chapter focuses on the key question: What were the causes of the economic boom experienced in the 1920s? It examines the USA’s economic advantages, the boost to the economy provided by the First World War and the reasons for the consumer boom made possible by mass production and hire purchase.


5: The end of prosperity


This chapter focuses on the key question: What factors led to the end of prosperity in 1929? It examines how the economic boom of the 1920s came to an end because of over-production and falling consumer demand, as well as the panic-selling of stocks and shares and immediate economic impact of the Wall Street Crash.


6: Popular entertainment


This chapter focuses on the key question: How did popular entertainment develop during this period? It examines the popularity of cinema and developments in the movie industry, as well as looking at the impact of jazz, dancing and the radio on popular entertainment, and the growth of a speakeasy culture.


7: The role of women


This chapter focuses on the key question: How did the lifestyle and status of women change during this period? It examines the role of women before and during the First World War, as well as looking at how jazz culture and feminism influenced flapper fashions and lifestyle in the 1920s.


Features


Each chapter in this book:




	
•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills


	
•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in the non-British Depth Study paper.


	
•  highlights key terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each chapter. They are all defined in the Glossary on pages 75–6.





Eduqas examination


Below is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance at the end of the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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Component 1: Studies In Depth


Non-British Studies In Depth


1H: The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910–1929


Time allowed: 1 hour




	
1  Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe popular entertainment in the 1920s.





[image: ]


In Question 1 you have to use a historical source and your knowledge to describe the key feature in the question.
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[5 marks]




	
2  What was the purpose of Source B?
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In Question 2 you have to use your knowledge to analyse and evaluate a historical source to explain why it was made.
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[8 marks]





	
3  Do the interpretations support the view that prohibition was unpopular because of the increase in organised crime?
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In Question 3 you have to use your knowledge to help explain why two interpretations by historians have different opinions about the same issue. You will need to analyse and evaluate the content, authorship and audience of each interpretation, in order to reach a judgement about the extent of support they provide for the view.
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[10 marks]





	
4  Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the issue of immigration to the USA during the period 1910–1929?
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In Question 4 you have to use your knowledge to provide a judgement about the usefulness of two sources to an historian studying a particular issue. Analyse and evaluate the content and authorship of both sources before reaching your judgement.
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[11 marks]





	
5  ‘The Wall Street Crash was caused by a period of boom and speculation that produced huge fortunes for a few.’
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In Question 5 you need to use your knowledge of a historical issue to explain why there are different interpretations of it. Reach your judgement after considering the accuracy and authorship of these different interpretations.
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(From an article called ‘The working class in the Great Depression’, published on a modern website The International Socialist Review.)


To what extent do you agree with this interpretation?


[16 marks & 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar]








Total marks for the paper: 53
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1 Immigration
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Key question: Why did immigration become such a major issue in American society?


During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries about 40 million people emigrated to the USA. Most of these came from Southern and Eastern Europe and were known as the ‘new immigrants’. ‘Old immigrants’ had arrived from Western and Northern Europe in the earlier part of the nineteenth century. By the early 1920s, there was open hostility towards immigrants as well as growing xenophobia (fear of foreigners) in the USA. Many immigrants from Eastern Europe were thought to be communists or anarchists (people who do not respect authority) and this resulted in the Red Scare. This led to the Palmer Raids and the trial of two Italian immigrants, Sacco and Vanzetti, who became scapegoats for the xenophobia that emerged during the 1920s.
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The Open Door policy and reasons for emigration to the USA


People made the journey to the USA for many different reasons. Some people came to America to escape problems where they lived, others were attracted by the promise of a better life.


The US economy was booming so factories and farms needed workers. People could start up new businesses quite easily. It was the land of opportunity.


The USA was seen as the land of the free and a country which guaranteed basic human rights. For example, Jews from Eastern Europe were seeking religious freedom and an escape from the pogroms of Russia, where many thousands had been massacred.


The US government followed an ‘Open Door’ policy. During the late nineteenth century, mass migration was encouraged by the US government which was keen to populate the continent. The Open Door policy was designed to make entry into the country as easy as possible.
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Interpretation 1: From the autobiography of Louis Adamic who emigrated to the USA from Slovenia in 1913. His book From Laughing in the Jungle was published in 1932


My notion of the United States is that it was a grand, amazing, somewhat fantastic place – the Golden Country – huge beyond conception, very exciting. In America one could make pots of money in a short time, acquire immense holdings, wear a white collar and have polish on one’s boots – and eat white bread, soup and meat on weekdays as well as on Sundays, even if you were only an ordinary workman. In America even the common people were ‘citizens’ and not ‘subjects’ as in many European countries.
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Source A: Official government statistics showing the number of immigrants arriving in the USA, 1861–1910
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Immigrants at Ellis Island












[image: ]


ACTIVITIES




	
1  Study Interpretation 1. What were the push and pull factors that attracted immigrants to America in the early twentieth century?


	
2  Working in pairs, devise a suitable poster or advertisement to attract people to the USA in the early twentieth century.
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Opposition to immigration and demands for restriction



By 1910 there were many in the USA who began to oppose the mass immigration. The immigrants moved to cities where they tended to live with people from their own country of origin and as a result ghettos developed. Intolerance began to grow and there was a feeling that the ‘new’ immigrants would take jobs and work for very low wages. It was also thought that the immigrants were responsible for increases in crime, drunkenness and prostitution (see Source B).


There was opposition to further immigration when the USA became involved in the First World War and hostility to German immigrants increased alarmingly. Indeed, the teaching of German was banned in schools in several states. Involvement in the First World War caused many Americans to fear future entanglements in European affairs. They wanted the USA to isolate itself from events in Europe and restricting immigration was a way of doing this.


In the larger cities, the more established immigrant groups such as Irish and German Americans tended to look down on the more recent immigrants from Eastern Europe and Italy. For many Americans in the 1920s, the ideal citizen was a WASP – white, Anglo-Saxon and Protestant. Asian immigrants were not white while many recent European immigrants were Catholics, Greek Orthodox or Jewish. Above all, many Americans feared that immigrants would bring with them dangerous political beliefs, especially communism.




Government legislation


Immigration was restricted by a series of measures, as detailed in Table 1.1. In addition to the restrictions on the numbers of immigrants (see Sources D and E), measures were introduced to Americanise them (see Source C). The Federal Bureau of Naturalization organised naturalisation proceedings and patriotic ‘Americanization Day’ rallies. The Americanization Day was designed for citizens to re-affirm their loyalty to the USA. People were invited to put on appropriate ceremonies in schools and similar places. Courses on politics and democracy were organised by the Federal Bureau of Education to prepare immigrants for the citizenship examination.








	Date

	Measure

	Key features










	1917

	Literacy Test

	All foreigners wishing to enter the USA had to take a literacy test. They had to prove that they could read a short passage in English. Many people from poorer countries, especially in Eastern Europe, could not afford to take English lessons and failed the test. In addition, the act banned all immigration from Asia, and charged an immigration fee of $8.






	1921

	Emergency Quota Act

	This act introduced a quota system. New immigrants were allowed in as a proportion of the number of people of the same nationality who had been living in the USA in 1910. The figure was set at three per cent. In other words, the Act reduced the numbers of immigrants from Eastern Europe.






	1924

	National Origins Act

	The quota was reduced to two per cent of the 1890 census. In other words, since there had been a lot more people arriving from Northern Europe by 1890, more of these groups were allowed to enter.






	1929

	Immigration Act

	This restricted immigration to 150,000 per year. There were to be no Asians at all. Northern and Western Europeans were allocated 85 per cent of places. By 1930, immigration from Japan, China and Eastern Europe had virtually ceased.









Table 1.1: Measures to reduce immigration, 1917–29
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Source B: From a speech by a senator from Alabama in 1921 who was in favour of the laws to restrict immigration


The steamship companies haul them over to America, and as soon as they step off the decks of their ships the problem of the steamship companies is settled, but our problem has begun – Bolshevism, red anarchy, black-handers, kidnappers, challenging the authority and integrity of the flag. Thousands come here who never take the oath to our Constitution and to become citizens of the USA. They pay allegiance to our country while they live upon the substance of their own. They fill places that belong to the loyal wage-earning citizens of America. They are of no service whatever to our people. They are a menace and a danger to us every day.
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Source C: President Calvin Coolidge, a Republican, speaking to Congress in 1923


We must remember that every object of our institutions of society and government will fail unless America is kept American. New arrivals should be limited to our capacity to absorb them into the ranks of good citizenship. America must be kept American. I am convinced that our present economic and social conditions warrant a limitation of those to be admitted. Those who do not want to be partakers of the American spirit ought not to settle in America.
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	Country

	Quota










	Germany

	51,227






	Great Britain and Northern Ireland

	34,007






	Sweden

	  9,561






	Norway

	  6,453






	Italy

	  3,845






	Czechoslovakia

	  3,073






	Russia

	  2,248






	Romania

	     603









Source D: Annual immigration quotas (in thousands) for some countries under the 1924 National Origins Act
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Source E: An American cartoon of 1921 commenting on the immigrant quotas
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ACTIVITIES




	
1  Describe how restrictions were placed on immigration into the USA after 1917.


	
2  Explain why there was a growth in opposition to immigration into the USA.


	
3  What do Sources D and E suggest about the attempts to restrict immigration in the early 1920s?


	
4  How successful had the US government been in its attempts to restrict immigration by 1929?





[image: ]

















The growth of xenophobia



As more and more immigrants entered the country, especially from the countries of Eastern Europe which had experienced political changes resulting from the First World War, there was a corresponding growth of xenophobia within America. This displayed itself in a number of ways:




The ‘Red Scare’


The ‘Red Scare’ was a reaction from many US citizens to developments in Europe in the years 1917–19, especially the fear of communism. In Russia in 1917, the Bolshevik Revolution led to the establishment of a communist government. In Germany, a group of communists attempted to seize power in January 1919.


Many Americans were convinced that revolutionary ideas were being brought to the USA by immigrants, especially from Eastern Europe. Moreover, Americans tended to see any new political ideas, especially radicalism and anarchism, as branches of communism (see Source G). All people who believed in these ideas were classified as ‘Reds’ (communists). When a communist party was formed in the USA in 1919, many Americans began to fear that there would be a revolution in their own country.







Strikes


There were 3,600 strikes in 1919. They were protests against poor working conditions and low pay. Even the police went on strike in Boston. To many members of the American public, the strikes looked like the beginnings of a communist revolution.


A general strike in Seattle was led by an organisation known as the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), a name that many found strongly suggestive of communist ideals. The strike failed and one consequence was the loss of orders for the dockyards, which resulted in an increase in unemployment.


During the steelworkers’ dispute, the steel company owners published circulars which attacked foreign-born strikers. The press generally portrayed the strikes as anti-American actions which threatened the US government.
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Source F: An advertisement in a US newspaper encouraging steelworkers to return to work, 1919. It was written in eight languages, which linked union leadership with foreigners and the un-American teachings of radical strike agitators
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Source G: From ‘The case against the Reds’, an essay by Attorney General Mitchell Palmer, 1920


It is my belief that while they have stirred discontent in our midst, while they have caused irritating strikes, and while they have infected our social ideas with the disease of their own minds and their unclean morals we can get rid of them and not until we have done so shall we have removed the menace of Bolshevism for good.
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