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PART 1



THE LIBRARY OF LOST SOULS
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Bosch had the pills lined up on the table ready to go. He was pouring water from the bottle into the glass when the doorbell rang. He sat at the table, thinking he would let it go. His daughter had a key and never knocked, and he wasn’t expecting anyone. It had to be a solicitor or a neighbor, and he didn’t know any of his neighbors anymore. The neighborhood seemed to change over every few years, and after more than three decades of it, he had stopped meeting and greeting newcomers. He actually enjoyed being the cranky old ex-cop in the neighborhood whom people were afraid to approach.


But then the second ring was accompanied by a voice calling his name. It was a voice he recognized.


“Harry, I know you’re in there. Your car’s out front.”


He opened the drawer under the tabletop. It contained plastic utensils, napkins, and chopsticks from takeout bags. With his hand he swept the pills into the drawer and closed it. He then got up and went to the door.


Renée Ballard stood on the front step. Bosch had not seen her in almost a year. She looked thinner than he remembered. He could see where her blazer had bunched over the sidearm on her hip.


“Harry,” she said.


“You cut your hair,” he said.


“A while ago, yeah.”


“What are you doing up here, Renée?”


She frowned as though she had expected a warmer reception. But Bosch didn’t know why she would have after the way things had ended last year.


“Finbar,” she said.


“What?” he said.


“You know what. Finbar McShane.”


“What about him?”


“He’s still out there. Somewhere. You want to try to make a case with me, or do you want to just stand on your anger?”


“What are you talking about?”


“If you let me in, I can tell you.”


Bosch hesitated but then stepped back and held up an arm, grudgingly signaling her to enter.


Ballard walked in and stood near the table where Bosch had just been sitting.


“No music?” Ballard asked.


“Not today,” Bosch said. “So, McShane?”


She nodded, understanding that she had to get to the point.


“They put me in charge of cold cases, Harry.”


“Last I heard, the Open-Unsolved Unit was canceled. Disbanded because it wasn’t as important as putting uniforms on the street.”


“That’s true, but things change. The department is under pressure to work cold cases. You know who Jake Pearlman is, right?”


“City councilman.”


“He’s actually your councilman. His kid sister was murdered way back. It was never solved. He got elected and found out the unit was quietly disbanded and there was nobody looking at cold cases.”


“And so?”


“And so I got wind of it and went to the captain with a proposal. I move over from RHD and reconstitute the Open-Unsolved Unit—work cold cases.”


“By yourself?”


“No, that’s why I’m here. The tenth floor agreed: one sworn officer—me—and the rest of the unit composed of reserves and volunteers and contract players. I didn’t come up with the idea. Other departments have been using the same model for a few years and they’re clearing cases. It’s a good model. In fact, it was your work for San Fernando that made me think of it.”


“And so you want me on this … squad, or whatever you’re calling it. I can’t be a reserve. I wouldn’t pass the physical. Run a mile in under ten minutes? Forget it.”


“Right, so you’d volunteer or we’d make a contract. I pulled all the murder books on the Gallagher case. Six books for four murders — more stuff than you took with you, I’m sure. You could go back to work — officiall — on McShane.”


Bosch thought about that for a few moments. McShane had wiped out the whole Gallagher family in 2013 and buried them in the desert. But Bosch had never been able to prove it. And then he retired. He hadn’t solved every case he’d been assigned in almost thirty years working murders. No homicide detective ever did. But this was a whole family. It was the one case he hated most to leave on the table.


“You know I didn’t leave on good terms,” he said. “I walked out before they could throw me out. Then I sued them. They’ll never let me back in the door.”


“If you want it, it’s a done deal,” Ballard said. “I already cleared it before I came here. It’s a different captain now and different people. I have to be honest, Harry, not a lot of people there know about you. You been gone, what, five years? Six? It’s a different department.”


“They remember me up on ten, I bet.”


The tenth floor of the Police Administration Building was where the Office of the Chief of Police and most of the department’s commanders were located.


“Well, guess what, we don’t even work out of the PAB,” Ballard said. “We’re out in Westchester at the new homicide archive. Takes a lot of the politics and prying eyes out of it.”


That intrigued Bosch.


“Six books,” he said, musing out loud.


“Stacked on an empty desk with your name on it,” Ballard said.


Bosch had taken copies of many documents from the case with him when he retired. The chrono and all the reports he thought were most important. He had worked the case intermittently since his retirement but had to acknowledge he had gotten nowhere with it, and Finbar McShane was still out there somewhere and living free. Bosch had never found any solid evidence against him but he knew in his gut and in his soul that he was the one. He was guilty. Ballard’s offer was tempting.


“So I come back and work the Gallagher Family case?” he said.


“Well, you work it, yeah,” Ballard said. “But I need you to work other cases, too.”


“There’s always a catch.”


“I need to show results. Show them how wrong they were to disband the unit. The Gallagher case is going to take some work — six books to review, no DNA or fingerprint evidence that is known. It’s a shoe-leather case, and I’m fine with that, but I need to clear some cases to justify the unit and keep it going so you can work a six-book case. Will that be a problem?”


Bosch didn’t answer at first. He thought about how a year earlier, Ballard had pulled the rug out on him. She had quit the department in frustration with the politics and bureaucracy, the misogyny, everything, and they had agreed to make a partnership and go private together. Then she told him she was going back, lured by a promise from the chief of police to allow her to pick her spot. She chose the Robbery-Homicide Division downtown and that was the end of the planned partnership.


“You know, I had started looking for offices,” he said. “There was a nice two-room suite in a building behind the Hollywood Athletic Club.”


“Harry, look,” Ballard said. “I’ve apologized for how I handled that but you get part of the blame.”


“Me? That’s bullshit.”


“No, you were the one who first told me you can better effect change in an organization from the inside than from the outside. And that’s what I decided. So blame me if it makes you happy, but I actually did what you told me to do.”


Bosch shook his head. He didn’t remember telling her that but he knew it was what he felt. It was what he had told his daughter when she was considering joining the department in the wake of all the recent protests and cop hate.


“Okay, fine,” he said. “I’ll do it. Do I get a badge?”


“No badge, no gun,” Ballard said. “But you do get that desk with the six books. When can you start?”


Bosch flashed for a moment on the pills he had lined up on the table a few minutes before.


“Whenever you want me to,” he said.


“Good,” Ballard said. “See you Monday, then. They’ll have a pass for you at the front desk and then we’ll get you an ID card. They’ll have to take your photo and prints.”


“Is that desk near a window?”


Bosch smiled when he said it. Ballard didn’t.


“Don’t press your luck,” Ballard said.
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Ballard was at her desk, writing a DNA budget proposal, when her phone buzzed. It was the officer at the front.


“I got a guy here, says he was supposed to have a pass waiting. Heron — Her — I can’t say it. Last name is Bosch.”


“Sorry, I forgot to set that up. Give him a visitor pass and send him back. He’s going to be working here, so we’ll have to make him an ID later. And it’s Hieronymus. Rhymes with anonymous.”


“Okay, sending him back.”


Ballard put the phone down and got up to receive Bosch at the front door of the archive, knowing that he would be annoyed with the front-desk snafu. When she got there and opened the door, Bosch was standing six feet back, looking above her head at the wall over the door. She smiled.


“What do you think?” she said. “I had them paint that.”


She stepped out into the hallway so she could turn and look up at the words above the door.


OPEN-UNSOLVED UNIT
Everybody Counts or Nobody Counts


Bosch shook his head. Everybody counts or nobody counts was the philosophy he always brought to homicide work, but it was also his personal philosophy. It wasn’t a slogan and especially not one he liked seeing painted on a wall. It was something you felt and knew inside. Not something advertised, not something that could even be taught.


“Come on, we need something,” Ballard said. “A motto. A code. I want some esprit de corps in this unit. We are going to kick ass.”


Bosch didn’t respond.


“Let’s just go in and get you settled,” Ballard said.


She led the way around a reception counter that fronted the rows of library shelving containing the murder books organized by year and case number. They moved down the aisle to the left of the shelves to the official work area of the reconstituted Open-Unsolved Unit. This was a collection of seven workstations connected by shared partition walls, three on each side and one at the end.


Two of the stations were occupied, the heads of the investigators just cresting the top of the privacy partitions. Ballard stopped at the cubicle at the end of the pod.


“I’m here,” she said. “And I’ve got you set up right here.”


She pointed to a cubicle that shared a partial wall with hers, and Bosch moved around to it. Ballard stepped all the way into hers and folded her arms on the partition so she could look down at his desk. She had already stacked murder books in two separate piles, one big and one small, on the work surface.


“The big pile is Gallagher — I’m sure you recognize that.”


“And this?”


Bosch was opening the top binder in the smaller two-book pile.


“That’s the catch,” Ballard said. “It’s Sarah Pearlman. I want you to start with a review of that.”


“The councilman’s sister,” Bosch said. “You didn’t already look at this?”


“I did, and it looks pretty hopeless. But I want your take on it — before I go back to the councilman with the bad news.”


Bosch nodded.


“I’ll take a look,” he said.


“Before you dive in, let me introduce you to Lilia and Thomas,” Ballard said.


Ballard stepped down to the end of the pod configuration. The last two workstations were occupied by a man and a woman who looked like they were mid to late fifties. Ballard was closest to the man and put her hand on his shoulder as she introduced him. Both gave off professional vibes. The man’s suit jacket was draped over the back of his chair. He wore a tie pulled tight at the collar. He had dark hair and a mustache and wore half glasses for the desk work. The woman had dark hair and was dark complected. She was dressed like Ballard always dressed, in a woman’s suit with a white blouse. She had an American flag pin on her lapel and Bosch wondered if that was to deflect questions about whether she was a foreigner.


“This is Thomas Laffont, who just joined us last week,” Ballard said. “He’s FBI-retired and I’ve paired him with Lilia Aghzafi, who did twenty years with Vegas Metro before wanting to see the ocean and retiring out here. Tom and Lilia are reviewing cases to find candidates for genetic genealogy follow-up, which you may have heard is all the rage in cold case circles.”


Bosch shook hands and nodded to the two investigators.


“This is Harry Bosch,” Ballard said. “Retired LAPD. He won’t toot his own horn, so I will. He was one of the founding members of the old cold case unit and basically has more years in homicide than anybody in the entire police department.”


Ballard then watched Bosch clumsily handle the how-ya-doin’s and small talk. He was not good at hiding his long-held distrust of the FBI. She finally rescued him and took him back to his workstation, telling Aghzafi and Laffont that she had more to go through with the “rookie” member of the squad.


Back at the other end of the pod, they moved into their workstations and Ballard once again stood and leaned over the privacy wall so she could see him while they spoke.


“Wow,” she said. “I just noticed you got rid of the porn-stache. Was that since we talked?”


She was sure it was. She would have noticed its absence up at his house. Bosch’s face reddened as his eyes darted to the other end of the pod to see if Aghzafi and Laffont had heard the comment. He then rubbed his upper lip with a thumb and forefinger as if to make sure he no longer had a mustache.


“It was turning white,” he said.


No other explanation was offered. But Ballard knew it had been turning white since before she had even met Bosch.


“I’m sure Maddie’s happy about that,” she said.


“She hasn’t seen it,” he said.


“Well, how is she doing?”


“As far as I know, fine. Working a lot.”


“I heard she was assigned to Hollywood Division out of the academy. Lucky girl.”


“Yeah, she’s over there on mid-watch. So, this genealogy stuff, how’s that work?”


It was clear to Ballard that Bosch was uncomfortable with the personal questions and was grasping at anything to change the subject.


“You’re not going to have to worry about it,” she said. “It’s good and valid, but it’s science, so it’s expensive. It’s the one place I have to pick our shots. We got a grant from the Ahmanson Foundation, which donated this whole place, but a full genetic rundown costs about eighteen grand if we go outside the department. So we have to pick and choose wisely. I have Tom and Lilia on that, and another investigator you’ll probably meet tomorrow. We have carte blanche on regular DNA analysis because it’s all in-house now. With those, we just have to get in line and wait. I also get one move-to-the-front-of-the-line card I can play each month. The chief gave me that. He also gave us a lab tech specifically assigned to work with our unit’s cases.”


“Nice of him.”


“Yeah, but let’s get back to your orientation. What I’m requiring of our reserves and volunteers is that they give me at least one day a week. Most of them are doing more than that but I stagger them so that we have at least one body in here Monday to Thursday. I’m here full-time and I have Tom and Lilia come on Monday, Paul Masser and Colleen Hatteras on Tuesday, Lou Rawls on Wednesday, and now you … I would say Thursday, but I know you’ll be here much more than that. Most of these guys are as well.”


“Lou Rawls — really?”


“No. And he’s not even Black. His name is Ted Rawls, and after he’d spent ten years as a cop, it would have been impossible not to come out of that with the obvious nickname. So some people still call him Lou and he seems to like it.”


Bosch nodded.


“You should know, though,” Ballard said, leaning forward and lowering her voice so it just barely made it over the privacy wall. “Rawls wasn’t my pick.”


Bosch rolled his chair in closer to his desk to hear better and complete the confidentiality huddle.


“What do you mean?” he asked.


“We have more applications than we have seats in the pod,” Ballard said. “The chief gave me the go-ahead to pick who I want and that’s what I’ve done, but Lou Rawls was a Pearlman pick.”


“The councilman.”


“He’s very proprietary about this, he and his chief of staff. It’s about his sister but it’s also about politics. He’s got higher aspirations than city council, and the success of this unit can help. So he put Rawls in and I had to take him.”


“I’ve never heard of him and I think I would have with a name like that. He’s not LAPD, right?”


“No, he’s retired Santa Monica, but that was fifteen years ago, so he doesn’t bring a lot to the table. A lot of hand-holding required, and the thing of it is, he’s a direct pipeline to Pearlman and Hastings.”


“Hastings?”


“Nelson Hastings, Pearlman’s chief of staff. The three of them are like best buds or something. Rawls quit Santa Monica PD after ten years to go into business. So to him this is just a side gig.”


“What’s the business? Is he a PI?”


“No, it’s a business business. He owns a bunch of those mail-drop places. Like UPS, FedEx, box-and-packaging stores. Apparently he’s got them all over the city and does pretty well. He drives a fancy car and has a house in Santa Monica in the college streets. And my guess is he’s one of Pearlman’s main campaign supporters.”


Bosch nodded. He got the picture. A quid pro quo. Ballard leaned back and sat down after realizing that their whispering had been noticed by Laffont and Aghzafi. She could still see Bosch’s eyes over the partition. She continued in a regular tone.


“You’ll meet Paul and Colleen tomorrow,” she said. “They’re solid. Masser is a retired deputy D.A. who worked in Major Crimes, so he’s helpful on the search warrants and legal questions and strategies. It’s good to have him in-house instead of needing to call the D.A.’s Office every time we have a question.”


“I think I remember him,” Bosch said. “And Hatteras?”


“No law enforcement experience. She’s our in-house genealogist and what they call a ‘citizen sleuth.’”


“An amateur. For real?”


“For real. She’s a great internet researcher, and that’s where it’s at with the genetic stuff. IGG — you know what that is, don’t you?”


“Uh …”


“Investigative genetic genealogy. You upload your suspect’s DNA to GEDmatch, which accesses a number of databases, and you sit back and wait for a hit. You must know about this. It was trending big time in cold case investigations until the privacy police arrived, and now it’s a limited resource but still worth pursuing.”


“How they caught the Golden State Killer, right?”


“Exactly. You put in the DNA, and if you’re lucky, you get connections to relatives. A fourth cousin here, a brother nobody knew about there. Then it becomes social engineering. Making contact online, building a family tree with the hope that one branch leads to your guy.”


“And you have a private citizen doing this.”


“She’s an expert, Harry. Just give her a chance. I like her and I think she’s going to work out for us.”


She could see full skepticism in Bosch’s eyes as he looked away from her.


“What?”


“Is this all going to end up in a podcast? Or are we going to make cases?”


Ballard shook her head. She knew he would act this way.


“You’ll see, Harry,” Ballard said. “You don’t have to work with her but I’m betting you will want to eventually. That’s how sure I am. Okay?”


“Okay,” Bosch said. “I’m not trying to cause trouble. I’m just happy to be here. You’re the boss and I never question the boss.”


“Yeah, right. That’ll be the day.”


Bosch looked around the room and the pod.


“So, I’m the last guy in,” he said.


“But the first I wanted,” Ballard said. “I just needed to have everything in place before I visited you.”


“And you had to make sure I was cleared.”


“Well, that, too.”


Bosch nodded.


“So, where’s somebody get a cup of coffee around here?” he asked.


“There’s a kitchen with coffee and a fridge,” Ballard said. “You go out through — ”


“I’ll take him,” Laffont said. “I need a jolt myself.”


“Thanks, Tom,” Ballard said.


Laffont stood up and asked if anyone else wanted coffee. Ballard and Aghzafi declined, and Bosch followed Laffont to the front of the archive room.


Ballard watched them go, hoping Bosch would play nice with the former FBI agent and not cause a clash on his first day on the job.
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Bosch was used to being alone in his house when he went through old files and murder books and tried to think of case moves not thought of before. It was largely silent work. He now had to get used to working in a squad room again and relearn the skill of tuning out conversations around him so he could focus on the job at hand.


While Ballard worked the phones and the political demands of her job on the other side of a useless privacy wall, he opened the first of three murder books containing the records of the so-far-unsuccessful Sarah Pearlman investigation.


He started with the binder marked VOLUME 1 and immediately went to the table of contents. All crime scene and forensic photos were listed as located in the third volume. He moved to that binder. He wanted to start with the photos, knowing nothing about the case but seeing what the investigators saw on the morning of June 11, 1994, when Sarah’s mutilated body was found in her bed at her family’s home on Maravilla Drive in the Hollywood Hills.


The third murder book contained several clear plastic sleeves clipped to its rings, each holding two 5 x 7 color photos front and back. The pictures were standard harshly lit color photos in which blood looked purple-black, white skin was turned alabaster, and the victim was robbed of her humanity. Sarah Pearlman was just sixteen when her life was brutally ended by a rapist who had choked and stabbed her. In the first photos, Sarah’s body was splayed on the bed with a flannel nightgown pulled up over the exposed torso to cover her face. Bosch initially took the positioning of the nightgown as an effort by the killer to keep the victim from seeing his features. But as he flipped through the photo sleeves, it became clear that the nightgown was pulled up after she had been attacked and killed. Bosch now recognized it as an action of regret. The killer covered his victim’s face so he would no longer have to see it.


There were multiple stab wounds to the chest and neck of the victim, and blood had soaked the sheets and comforter and coagulated around the body. It was also clear from bruising around the neck that the victim had been choked at some point during the ordeal. Counting the years of war and police work, Bosch had been looking at the unnatural cause of death for more than half a century. To say he got used to seeing the depravity and cruelty that humans inflict upon each other would be wrong, but he had long ago stopped thinking of these explosions of violence as aberrations. He had lost much of his faith in the goodness of people. To him the violence wasn’t the departure from the norm. It was the norm.


He knew this was a pessimistic view of the world, but fifty years of toiling in the fields of blood had left him without much hope. He knew that the dark engine of murder would never run low on fuel. Not in his lifetime. Not in anyone’s.


He continued to flip through the photos, to imprint them permanently on his mind. He knew this was the way for him. It was the way to enrage him, to inextricably bind him to a victim he had seen only in photos. It would ignite the fire he needed.


After the crime scene photos came forensic photos, individual shots of evidence and possible pieces of evidence. These included shots of blood spatter on the wall above the headboard and the ceiling over the victim, photos of her torn underwear discarded on the floor, an orthodontic retainer found in the folds of the bed’s comforter.


There were several photos of fingerprints that had been identified by latent techs, dusted and then taped. Bosch knew that these would likely match the victim, since she had inhabited the bedroom. Notations made on these by the original investigators bore this out. But one photo of what appeared to be the bottom half of a palm print had UNK marked on it. Unknown. Its location was a windowsill and its positioning on the sill indicated that it was left by someone climbing in through the window.


In 1994 the partial palm print would have been useless unless directly compared to a suspect’s. Bosch was working homicides then and knew there were no palm-print databases at the time. Even now, almost three decades later, there were few palm prints on file or in databases for comparison.


Bosch looked over the partition at Ballard. She had just hung up from a call with a local businessman known for building hundreds of apartments in downtown. She had been asking him to join the cause and financially support the work of the Open-Unsolved Unit.


“How’d that go?” he asked.


“I’ll find out,” Ballard said. “We’ll see if he strokes out a check. The Police Foundation gave me a list of previous donors. I try to call two or three a day.”


“Did you know you’d be doing that when you signed up for this?”


“Not really. But I don’t mind. I kind of like guilting people into giving us money. You’d be surprised how many knew somebody who was a victim of an unsolved crime.”


“I don’t think I would be.”


“Yeah, I guess probably not. How’s Pearlman looking?”


“Still on the photos.”


“I knew you’d start there. It was a bad one.”


“Yeah.”


“Any initial impressions?”


“Not yet. I want to look again. But the palm print — the partial. I take it you ran it through present-day databases?”


“Yep. First thing. Got nothing.”


Bosch nodded. It wasn’t a surprise.


“And ViCAP?”


“Nada — no matches.”


ViCAP was an FBI program that included a database of violent crimes and serial offenders. But it was widely known for not being a complete database. Many law enforcement agencies did not require detectives to enter cases because of the time it took to fill out the ViCAP surveys.


“Looking at the photos, it’s hard to believe this was a one-time thing.”


“Agreed. Besides ViCAP, I put calls out to cold case squads from San Diego to San Francisco. No hits, no similars. I even called your old pal Rick Jackson. He’s working cold cases for San Mateo County. He called around for me up there, but no dice.”


Jackson was a retired LAPD homicide detective of Bosch’s era.


“How’s Rick doing?” Bosch asked.


“Sounds like he’s closing cases right and left,” Ballard said. “What I hope we start doing down here.”


“Don’t worry. We will.”


“So, listen. On Mondays I go to the PAB to meet with the captain and update him on the work, the budget, and all of that. I’ll probably be downtown till I go home for the day. Are you good? Tom and Lilia can help if you need anything.”


“I’m good. What are the rules about taking stuff home?”


“You can’t take the books out of here. Sort of defeats the purpose of having all the unsolveds in the same place, you know?”


“Got it. Is there a copier?”


“Don’t copy files, Harry. I don’t want to get into a thing with the captain about that.”


Bosch nodded.


“Okay?” Ballard said. “I really mean it.”


“Got it,” Bosch said.


“Okay, then, happy hunting. Think you’ll be back tomorrow? No pressure.”


“I think I’ll be back.”


“Good, I’ll see you then.”


“Right.”


Bosch watched Ballard head out, then glanced to the end of the pod to check on Laffont and Aghzafi. He could see only the tops of their heads over the privacy walls. He went back to work, paging through the crime scene photos again so the images would be permanently seared into memory. Once he was through with the photos, he pulled volume 1 back over and started his review at the beginning.


The original investigators on the case were Dexter Kilmartin and Philip Rossler. Bosch knew the names but not the men. They were assigned to the Robbery-Homicide Division, which handled the major cases citywide. He turned to the chronological log they had kept. It showed that detectives from the Hollywood Division homicide unit initially responded to the case on the morning of June 11, but it was quickly turned over to the RHD heavies because, as a sex crime against a sixteen-year-old minor in the Hollywood Hills, it was bound to draw significant media attention.


Bosch was working Hollywood Homicide at the time but was not on the initial callout because it was not his and his partner Jerry Edgar’s turn on the rotation. But he had vague memories of the case and its quick acquisition by RHD. Little did they know that the case would hold media interest for just one day. The next night, the ex-wife of football great and not-so-great actor O. J. Simpson would be found murdered along with an acquaintance in Brentwood, and that would suck all media attention away from the Pearlman case as well as everything else in the city. The Brentwood murders would garner intense media scrutiny for the next year and beyond, and there would be none left for Sarah Pearlman.


Except for Kilmartin and Rossler. The chrono showed that they made all the right moves, in Bosch’s estimation. Most important, they held back from making an early determination about whether this was a stranger murder. The fact that the killer had entered through an unlocked or open window in the victim’s bedroom suggested that the intruder was likely unknown to the victim, but it did not dissuade the detectives from conducting a full field investigation. They pursued an extensive background check on the victim and questioned numerous friends and family members. Sarah attended a private all-girls school in Hancock Park. Though school was out for the summer, the investigators spent several days locating and interviewing classmates, friends, and faculty in a full-scale attempt to draw a picture of the young girl’s world and social life. The week before the murder, Sarah had started a summer job as a greeter at a restaurant on Melrose Avenue called Tommy Tang’s. She had worked at the popular Thai restaurant the summer before and was already known and liked by several employees. They were questioned, and the detectives went so far as to study the restaurant’s credit-card receipts for the days Sarah had worked. They traced and questioned several customers, but none rose to the level of suspect.


The investigation also included the victim’s parents. Sarah’s father was a lawyer who specialized in large real-estate transactions. The detectives interviewed many in his practice and business dealings, including clients who might have been unhappy with his work, as well as some of those on the other side of his more difficult negotiations. No one emerged as a suspect.


Finally, there was Sarah’s ex-boyfriend. Four months before her death, she had broken up with a short-term boyfriend named Bryan Richmond, whom she had met at an annual social between her school and an all-boys school also in Hancock Park. He was extensively questioned and investigated but ultimately cleared. He had moved on from the relationship and had been dating someone new.


At the time of the murder, Sarah’s parents were on a golfing vacation in Carmel, playing the courses at and around Pebble Beach. Sarah was staying at home with her brother, Jake, two years older. On the Friday night of the murder, Sarah had worked at the restaurant and then returned home at about 10 p.m. to the house on Maravilla. She was licensed and had use of her mother’s car while she was gone. Jake Pearlman was out with his girlfriend and didn’t return home till midnight. His mother’s car was in the garage and his sister’s bedroom door was closed. He chose not to disturb her because he could see no light on beneath the door and assumed she was asleep.


In the morning, Sarah’s mother called home to check on her children. Jake told her he had not seen Sarah yet. As it was approaching 11 a.m., she told Jake to go to his sister’s room and wake her so she could talk on the phone. That was when he discovered that Sarah had been brutally murdered in her own bed, and the family’s nightmare began.


Bosch took no notes as he reviewed the many interview summaries in volume 1. The original investigation was thorough and seemed complete. Bosch saw nothing overlooked or needing follow-up. When he had previously worked in the Open-Unsolved Unit, it had not been unusual for him to review a case and see the poor or even lazy quality of a murder investigation. Such was not the case with Sarah Pearlman. It appeared to Bosch that Kilmartin and Rossler had taken the case to heart and had left no stone unturned. And what made this even more impressive to Bosch was the fact that at the time of their investigation, the victim was not related to a powerful politician. That would come many years later.


Two hours into his review, he moved on to volume 2, the second murder book, and found the binder to be stocked by update summaries at thirty days, ninety days, six months, and then annually for five years before the case was officially classified as cold and inactive. No suspect or even person of interest ever emerged, and no determination of whether Sarah knew her killer was ever made.


The back of the volume 2 binder was where ancillary records of inquiries by the victim’s family and others were kept over the years. These showed that Sarah Pearlman’s parents made numerous calls asking for updates until these stopped seven years earlier. The inquiries were then taken up by Councilman Jake Pearlman or came from his chief of staff, Nelson Hastings. Bosch took this transition to mean that Sarah Pearlman’s parents had died without ever seeing justice for their daughter.


Bosch finished his review by going back to the photos in volume 3 and slowly paging through the plastic sleeves, once more looking for anything in Sarah’s bedroom that would possibly stand out as a missed lead or piece of evidence.


He finally came to the forensic shots and the final sleeve, which contained a photo of the print card on which a latent tech had taped the partial palm print. He was staring at it when he felt a peripheral presence and looked up to see that Tom Laffont had stepped over from his workstation.


“All good?” he asked.


“Uh, yeah, good,” Bosch said. “Just reviewing this.”


Bosch felt awkward with Laffont studying him.


“She’s got you on the big one, huh?” Laffont said.


“What do you mean?” Bosch asked.


“The councilman’s sister. I get the feeling if we don’t solve it, we won’t be around for very long.”


“You think?”


“Well, Ballard sure spends a lot of time on the phone with him. You know, giving him the blow-by-blow of what we’re doing here. The conversations always seem to come back to the little sister. So she’s under pressure, no doubt.”


Bosch just nodded.


“You find anything we need to do?” Laffont pressed. “Would love to close that one.”


“Not yet,” Bosch said. “Still looking.”


“Well, good luck. You’re going to need it.”


“What did you do with the Bureau? Were you in the L.A. field office?”


“Started in San Diego, did stints in Sacramento and Oakland before finishing down here. Was on the Major Crimes squad. I punched out at twenty. Got kind of sick of chasing bank robbers.”


“I think I get that.”


“Lilia and I are done for the day. Welcome, and I’ll see you next time.”


“Next time.”


Bosch watched Laffont and Aghzafi gather their things and head out. He waited a beat, then got up to look for a copy machine.


On his way to the archive room exit, Bosch stopped and looked down one of the aisles. Shelves on each side were lined with murder books. Some new blue and some faded, a few of the cases contained in white binders. He stepped into the aisle and walked slowly past the books, running the fingers of his left hand along the plastic bindings as he passed. Each one the story of a murder left unsolved. This was hallowed ground to Bosch. The library of lost souls. Too many for him and Ballard and the others to ever solve. Too many to ever soothe the pain.


When he reached the end of the aisle, he made the turn and walked down the next row. The shelves were similarly stacked with cases. A skylight window above brought the afternoon sun down, throwing natural light on unnatural death. Bosch paused for a moment and stood still. There was only silence in the library of lost souls.
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Ballard picked Pinto up at the daycare on Hillhurst and walked him on a leash back to her apartment. He was a ten-pound Chihuahua mix but he managed to pull hard against the leash, his body clock telling him dinner was at the end of the walk.


As she got to the steps leading to the front door of her building, Ballard got a call and saw Bosch’s name on the caller ID.


“Harry?”


She could hear music in the background. Jazz. She assumed he was home.


“Hey. Where are you at?” he asked.


“About to walk in the door at my place,” Ballard said. “What is that? Sounds nice.”


“Clifford Brown with Strings.”


“So, did you finish your review?”


“Did. Went through it a couple times.”


“And?”


“And the original team did a good job. Actually, a really good job. I saw no flaws.”


Ballard had not really expected Bosch to break the case or even find a flaw in the original investigation. She had reviewed the files herself and had found no strings to tug or stone left unturned.


“Well, it was worth the shot,” she said. “I’ll set up a call with the councilman and let him know that we —”


“I’m looking at the photo of the palm print,” Bosch said. “The partial.”


“What do you mean you’re looking at it? I thought you were home.”


“I am home.”


“So you made copies when I told you not to. That’s a great first day, Harry. Already you — ”


“Do you want to hear what I’m thinking, or do you want to fire me for breaking the rules?”


She was silent for a moment before letting his infraction go.


“Fine. What are you thinking?”


“This is just a photo. Is the actual print card still around, or was it digitized and destroyed?”


“They don’t destroy print cards, because all digital matches are followed up with a visual confirmation using the actual print before it can go to court. It’s current protocol. Why do you want the original card?”


“Because when they picked up the print with the tape, I don’t know, maybe they got — ”


“Some DNA.”


“Yeah.”


“Holy shit, Harry, that might actually work. I wonder if that’s been done before.”


“One way to find out.”


“I’ll talk to the lab first thing tomorrow.”


“You should pull the print — make sure it’s still there after twenty-eight years — protocol or not.”


“I will and then I’ll take it to the lab. This is good, Harry. I should have thought of it, but that’s why I have you. It gives me hope, and that will give Councilman Pearlman hope.”


“I don’t think I would tell him about this until you find out if it’s got a shot, you know.”


“You’re right. Let’s see where it goes first. It’s not really Pearlman I talk to over there, anyway. His chief of staff is constantly up my ass about results.”


Bosch realized that Laffont had been wrong about who she spent time with on the phone. It was Hastings, not Pearlman.


“Yeah, Hastings,” he said. “I saw his name in the murder book. Maybe this will shut him up.”


“Harry, thank you,” Ballard said. “This is why I brought you on the team. And you already came through.”


“Not yet. Let’s see what the lab says.”


“Well, I think you can move on to the Gallagher case if you want now.”


“Okay. I’ll start on it.”


“Let me guess, you already copied the files you didn’t already have?”


“Not yet.”


“Then I’ll see you tomorrow at Ahmanson?”


“See you tomorrow.”


Ballard hung up, then punched in the combo on the gate and entered her building.


After feeding the dog and changing into sweats, Ballard called in a pickup order of cacio e pepe pasta to Little Dom’s down the street. She had a half hour before pickup, so she opened her laptop on the kitchen table and went to work, trying to find a case where DNA had been extracted from fingerprints.


A basic search turned up nothing and she grew frustrated. She grabbed her phone off the counter and called the cell phone of Darcy Troy, the DNA tech assigned to handle cases from the Open-Unsolved Unit.


“Hey, girl.”


“Darcy, how’s it going?”


“Can’t complain unless you’re going to hit me up with something.”


“I just have a question for the moment.”


“Shoot.”


“Have you ever heard of DNA being pulled off a fingerprint or a palm print?”


“I’ve heard it talked about at the forensic conferences, but are you talking about case law sanctioning it?”


“No, more like whether you can get DNA from prints.”


“Fingerprints are made from the oils on your fingers. It’s still bodily fluid.”


“Palm prints, too?”


“Sure. And if you get people with sweaty palms, then you probably stand a better chance.”


“Sweaty like from being about to commit a crime like rape and murder?”


“There you go.”


“How would you like to be the first at the LAPD to try it?”


“I could use the change of pace. Whaddaya got?”


“I’m not sure I’ve got anything yet. But one of my guys is looking at a case from ’94 — home invasion, rape, and murder — and they pulled half a palm print off the windowsill on the suspected entry point.”


“How was it collected?”


“Dusted with gray powder and taped to a white card.”


“Shit, that doesn’t make it easy. The powder would have absorbed the oil, and the tape they used won’t help. But I could take a look.”


“First thing tomorrow I’m going to latents to pull it.”


“If it’s still there, you mean.”


“Should be. It’s an open case. No RDO.”


The department issued records disposal orders to the evidence units only when a case was solved and considered completed.


“Well, if you find it, bring it to me. I won’t even count it as your jump-the-line pass for this month. Just because this is something new.”


“That sounds like a deal I can’t refuse. I’m going to go now before you change your mind.”


Both women laughed.


“See you tomorrow, Darcy.”


Ballard disconnected and checked the time. She had to go pick up her food. She grabbed the leash and hooked it to Pinto’s collar, then headed out. Little Dom’s was two blocks away. The restaurant people there knew her well from in-person and takeout orders on a weekly basis. It had been her go-to place since she moved into the neighborhood. Her food was ready and waiting and still hot. And there was even a dog biscuit for Pinto.
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Bosch left his home before dawn because he wanted to get to his destination while the sun was still low in the sky. He got up to the 210 freeway and headed east in very light traffic until he reached the 15 and turned northeast, joining the cars headed toward Las Vegas. But short of the Nevada border he jogged directly north on Death Valley Road and into the Mojave Desert. The road cut across a barren land of brush and sand, the low-lying salt pan off in the distance, glowing white in the morning sun like snow.


At the Old Spanish Trail to Tecopa he pulled off the road by an Inyo County Sheriff’s Department call box and cell tower powered by a sun panel. He put on a Dodgers cap and got out in the sun. It was 7 a.m. and already 79 degrees according to his phone. He walked past the call box and about thirty feet into the brush. He found the spot easily. The lone mesquite tree was still there, partially shading the four columns of rocks piled one on top of another to create a sculpture of sorts marking where the grave had been found. Three of the rock columns had crumbled over time, knocked down by desert winds or earthquakes.


To Bosch it was another place of hallowed ground. It was where an entire family had ended. A father, mother, daughter, and son murdered and then buried in the rock and sand, never to be found had it not been for a Cal State geological expedition studying the nearby salt pan for evidence of climate change.


Bosch noticed that a profusion of flowers had sprouted around the rocks and the trunk of the mesquite tree. Each flower had a yellow button center surrounded by white petals. They were low to the ground and probably pulling water as well as shade from the mesquite, which Bosch knew could send roots eighty feet down through the rock and sand and salt to find water. They were built to stand tall in the harshest of environments.


Bosch didn’t plan to stay long. But he knew that this had to be the starting point to the work he was beginning. Before going once more into the abyss, he had to find his grounding in the case. The emotional core. And he knew without a doubt that he was standing at it. The media and everybody else called it the Gallagher case. Bosch never did. He could not diminish it that way. To him it was the Gallagher Family case. An entire family had been murdered. Taken from their home in the night. Found here by happenstance a year later.


Squatting down amid the flowers, Bosch started to rebuild the rock columns, carefully stacking them again in solid balance. He was wearing old jeans and work boots. He was careful not to catch a finger beneath the heavier rocks as he restacked them. He knew that nature would eventually undo his work here but he felt the need to rebuild the rock garden as he began to rebuild the case.


He was almost finished when he heard a vehicle on the road behind him and the crush of sand and stone as it pulled off the paved road and came to a stop. Bosch glanced over his shoulder and saw the markings on the white SUV: INYO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT.


A lone man in uniform made his way across the scrub to get to Bosch.


“Harry,” he said. “This is a surprise.”


“Beto,” Bosch said. “I could say the same. You just happened to be passing by in the middle of nowhere?”


“No, couple years ago we put a camera on the sun panel by the street. I get alerts. I saw a car pull over and then I saw it was you. Been a long time, brother.”


“Long time is right.”


Beto Orestes was the Inyo County investigator who first responded to the call about bodies being found in the desert eight years before. The grim discovery led to a unique partnership between Orestes and Bosch and their departments. The crimes committed against the Gallagher family were Los Angeles–based but the bodies were found in Inyo County. While the LAPD took the lead on the case, the crime scene investigation was headed by Orestes and run by his department. An ancillary investigation went into why this spot in the desert was chosen and whether it was completely random or possibly a decision that could help identify and link a suspect. It didn’t lead to a conclusion but it was thorough, and Orestes had impressed Bosch with his commitment to the case.


As the weeks and then months went by, Inyo County’s involvement grew less and less. Orestes’ superiors viewed it as an L.A. case inconveniently located in their jurisdiction. Orestes was handed other investigations and responsibilities. Meantime, Bosch was also taken off full-time status on the investigation and given other unsolved cases to pursue until he retired. As the two departments pulled back, and the Open-Unsolved unit was disbanded, the Gallagher Family case fell through the cracks between them.


“I called to check on you about a year ago and they told me you were retired,” Orestes said. “Now I find you in the rock garden we made all those years ago.”


“I’m back on it, Beto,” Bosch said. “I thought I should start here.”


“They take you back?”


“On a voluntary basis.”


“Well, anything I can do, you know how to get me.”


“I do.”


Bosch stood up and dusted off his pants. He was done here. Orestes reached down and picked one of the flowers.


“Hard to believe something so beautiful can exist in this place,” he said. “And people say there is no God. You ask me, there’s God right there.”


He turned the stem between his fingers, and the flower turned like a pinwheel.


“You know what that is?” Bosch asked.


“Sure,” Orestes said. “This one’s called the desert star.”


Bosch nodded. He wasn’t convinced that it was God on earth, but he liked that.


They started back toward their vehicles.


“What about McShane?” Orestes asked. “He poke his head up somewhere?”


“Not as far as I know,” Bosch said. “But I haven’t started to look again. I will today.”


“What’s ‘on a voluntary basis’ actually mean, Harry?”


“The cold case unit is run by one sworn officer, and the rest are part-timers and volunteers.”


“You know, you always struck me as the kind of guy who would do it even if they didn’t pay you.”


“Yeah, well, I guess so.”


They got to the road and Orestes studied Bosch’s old Cherokee.


“That thing going to make it?” he asked. “I got five gallons of water if you want to top off the radiator.”


“No, I’ll be fine,” Bosch said. “The engine’s solid but the AC not so much. That’s why I came out early.”


“So, let me know how it goes, yeah?”


“I will.”


Orestes started toward his SUV and threw a line over his shoulder.


“I’d sure like to see this one cleared before I’m done,” he said.


“Me, too,” Bosch said. “Me, too.”
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Ballard entered the homicide archive, expecting to find Bosch at his workstation reviewing the Gallagher books. She was excited to update him on her trip to Piper Tech and then to the DNA lab that morning. But there was no Bosch.


Paul Masser, Lou Rawls, and Colleen Hatteras were at their stations and she greeted them. Rawls was in a day before his assigned day. Ballard took this as a sign that he had caught a break on one of the cases he was working or he was just eager to meet the newest team member, Harry Bosch. She decided that it was likely the latter, as his case work moved at a glacial pace with breaks being elusive. In fact, he was the the first official member of the team but had yet to close a case — even a gimme, like a direct DNA case match.


“I thought we were going to meet the new guy you mentioned in the email Sunday,” Masser said.


“We are,” Ballard said. “Or at least we were. Not sure where he is, but he did say he’d be in. So why don’t we start with updates on cases and then we’ll see where we’re at with him.”


Ballard spent the next hour listening as her volunteer crew spoke about their cases and efforts. She was more than their supervisor. As the only full-time sworn officer on the squad, she was not only in charge of the team but also was each member’s individual partner when it came to making decisions that one day might be questioned in court or reviewed by an appeals panel. When cases eventually made their way into the court system, it was likely that she would become the lead investigator and witness for the prosecution.


Lou Rawls went first and fastest, simply reporting that he was still reviewing the cases in the stack Ballard had given him three weeks before and preparing requests for DNA analysis. It was the exact same report he had given the previous week. Since Rawls was the only one on the squad whom Ballard was forced to take on, she felt no hesitation in expressing disappointment in the slow pace of his work.


“Come on, we gotta get these in,” she said at the end of his report. “We all know the lab is backed up. We need to get cases in the pipeline. The department and the city council are not going to wait around forever. This is a results-based unit. Saying we’re waiting on lab results is a lot better than saying we’re working on it.”


“Well, if we made some progress on Sarah Pearlman, I think we’d all feel less pressure,” Rawls countered.


“We are making progress,” Ballard said. “We’ll talk about that later when Bosch is here. Anything else, Lou?”


“No, that’s it from me,” Rawls said.


He sounded annoyed that Ballard had called him out on his report.


“Okay, who wants to go next?” Ballard said, moving on.


“Just a quick one from me,” Masser said. “I have an appointment this afternoon with Vickie Blodget at the D.A. As you all know, she’s the cold case liaison, and I’ll be asking her to sign off on the Robbins and Selwyn cases. Hopefully you’ll have those in your next report to management and council.”


The cases Masser mentioned were DNA cases that led to suspects who were guilty but would never be prosecuted because of extenuating circumstances, such as the suspect being deceased or already serving a life sentence for other crimes. The cases could not be officially classified as solved or closed without the review and approval of the District Attorney’s Office and their designated reviewer. With Vickie Blodget as their go-to, this had become a rubber-stamp process, but it was still a protocol that had to be followed. These cases would be classified as “cleared other” because of the lack of prosecution involved.
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