








[image: Cover Image]


















[image: ]











Caution: several of the historical extracts and quotations in this book contain words that are vulgar and offensive.


The Publishers would like to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material.


Photo credits: p11 Granger Historical Picture Archive/Alamy Stock Photo; p44 British Library Board. All Rights Reserved/Bridgeman Images; p57 Rijksmuseum/CC0 1.0 Universeel (CC0 1.0) Publiek Domein Verklaring; p60 Baker Street Scans/Alamy Stock Photo; p88 Rijksmuseum/CC0 1.0 Universeel (CC0 1.0) Publiek Domein Verklaring; p89 Portraits of Queen Elizabeth, Lord Burleigh and Sir Walsingham. Wellcome Collection CC BY 4.0; p102 Art Collection 2/Alamy Stock Photo; p130 Portrait of Mary Queen of Scots by Houbraken, 1738. Wellcome Collection CC BY 4.0; p133 Baker Street Scans/Alamy Stock Photo; p135 Chronicle/Alamy Stock Photo; p157 Baker Street Scans/Alamy Stock Photo; p169 Detail of Thomas Gresham from John Stow and Thomas Gresham. Line engraving by A.W. Warren, 1808. Wellcome Collection CC BY 4.0.


Acknowledgements: Boydell Press, Tyrone’s Rebellion by Hiram Morgan, 1993. Cambridge University Press, Authority and Disorder in Tudor Times 1485–1603 by Paul Thomas, 1999; Calendar of Letters and State Papers Relating to English Affairs edited by Martin A.S. Hume, 1892, 1896, 1899; Queen Elizabeth I by J.E. Neale, 1934; Sixteenth Century Britain: The Cambridge Cultural History of Britain edited by B. Ford, 1988; The Parliament of England, 1559–1581 by G.R. Elton, 1986; The Polarisation of Elizabethan Politics: The Political Career of Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex, 1585–1597 by P.E.J. Hammer, 2005; The Tudor Constitution: Documents and Commentary by G.R. Elton, 1960; The Tudor Monarchies, 1485–1603 by John McGurk, 2010. Church of England, Certain Sermons or Homilies, Appointed to be Read in Churches, in the Time of Queen Elizabeth of Famous Memory, 1799. Colburn & Bentley, Memoirs of the Life and Administration of the Right Honourable William Cecil, Lord Burghley edited by Edward Nares, 1830. Estes & Lauriat, The Life of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scotland by Agnes Strickland, 1887. Fontana, Church and People 1450–1660 by Claire Cross, 1999. George Routledge & Sons, History of the Church of England. Volume IV: Mary. A.D. 1553–1558 edited by Richard Watson Dixon, 1903. Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, Calendar of State Papers Relating To English Affairs in the Archives of Venice, Volume 9, 1592–1603, 1897; Calendar of State Papers, Spain, Volume 13, 1554–1558 edited by Royall Tyler, 1954; Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henry VIII, Volume 18, Part 1, January–July 1543, 1901. Hodder Education, The Tudor Years edited by John Lotherington, 1994. John Murray, Elizabethan England by B. Mervyn, 2001; The Reign of Elizabeth by B. Mervyn, 2001. John Starkey, The Journals of All the Parliaments During the Reign of Queen Elizabeth by Simonds d’Ewes, 1682. Jonathan Cape, Elizabeth I and Her Parliaments 1559–1581 by J.E. Neale, 1953; The Shaping of the Elizabethan Regime by Wallace MacCaffrey, 1969. L.C. Page & Co., Memoirs of the City of London and Its Celebrities by John Heneage Jesse, 1902. Lea & Blanchard, Lives of the Queens of England: From the Norman Conquest by Agnes Strickland, 1847. Longman, The Tudor Age, 1485–1603 by R. Rosemary O’Day, 1995. Longmans, Green, & Co., Ledger and Sword; or, The Honourable Company of Merchants of England Trading to the East Indies (1599–1874), Beckles Willson, 1903. Longmans, Green, Reader & Dyer, Calendar of State Papers, Domestic Series, of the Reign of Elizabeth 1595–1597, Volume 1 edited by Mary Anne Everett Green, 1869; Calendar of State Papers, Foreign Series, of the Reign of Elizabeth 1562, Volume 5 edited by Joseph Stevenson, 1867. Macmillan, Documents Illustrative of English Church History by H. Gee and W.J. Hardy, 1914; English Economic History edited by A.E. Bland, P.A. Brown and R.H. Tawney, 1919; The English Church in the Reigns of Elizabeth I and James I, 1558–1625 by W.H. Frere, 1904; The Mid-Tudor Crisis 1539–1563 by Whitney R.D. Jones, 1973. Methuen, England Under the Tudors by G.R. Elton, 1955. National Archives, www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/elizabeth-monarchy/elizabeths-first-speech/. Northwestern University, Ph.D. thesis ‘The Intellectual Origins of English Puritanism, c.1525–1572’ by Karl Alexander Gunther, 2007. Oxford University Press, The Later Tudors: England 1547–1603 by Penry Williams, 1995; Tudor England by John Guy, 1988. Palgrave Macmillan, The Mid-Tudor Crisis, 1545–1565 by David Loades, 1992. Parker Society, Prayers and Other Pieces of Thomas Becon edited by John Ayre, 1844. Penguin, Tudor England by S.T. Bindoff, 1950. Proprietors of the Darlington and Stockton Times, The History and Antiquities of the Parish of Darlington in the Bishoprick by William Hylton Dyer Longstaffe, 1854. Routledge, Tudor Government by T.A. Morris, 1990. Royal Historical Society, Faith by Statute, Parliament and the Settlement of Religion, 1559 by N.L. Jones, 1982. Secker & Warburg, The House of Commons, 1509–1558 by S.T. Bindoff, 1982. Sherwood, Jones & Co., An Universal History and Christian Martyrdom, edited John Fox, 1824. St. Martin’s Press, Bloody Mary by Carolly Erickson, 1978. Stationery Office, The History of Parliament: the House of Commons 1558–1603 edited by P.W. Hasler, 1981. Taylor & Francis, William Cecil and Episcopacy, 1559–1577 by Brett Usher, 2003. Thames & Hudson, The English World edited by R. Blake, 1982. University of Michigan, A London Provisioner’s Chronicle, 1550–1563 by Henry Machyn: Manuscript, Transcription, and Modernization by Henry Machyn, 2006. University of Wisonsin, http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1793/54711 by Nancy Schmid, 1971. Viking, Elizabeth: The Forgotten Years by John Guy, 2016.


Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827827. Fax: +44 (0)1235 400401. Email education@bookpoint.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk


ISBN: 978 1 5104 5937 3
eISBN: 978 1 5104 5925 0


© Roger Turvey 2020


First published in 2020 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ


www.hoddereducation.co.uk






	Impression number

	10    9    8    7    6    5    4    3    2    1






	Year

	2024    2023    2022    2021    2020







All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk


Cover photo © Matthew Corrigan/Alamy Stock Photo
Typeset by Gray Publishing
Printed in the UK by CPI Group Ltd


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.


[image: ]












Contents





    Introduction: about this book


Chapter 1 Context


Chapter 2 ‘A mid-Tudor crisis’? The Elizabethan inheritance




    1 The reign of Edward VI


    2 The reign of Mary I


    3 Key debate


Question practice: AQA


Question practice: OCR





Chapter 3 The Elizabethan monarchy




    1 Elizabeth I: character and personality


    2 Consolidation of power


    3 Crown, Court and Household


    4 The importance of gender


Question practice: AQA


Question practice: OCR





Chapter 4 Settlement or turmoil? Religion




    1 The religious situation in 1558


    2 Elizabethan Religious Settlement 1559


    3 Key debate


    4 Protestants and Puritans


    5 Catholics and Recusants


Question practice: AQA


Question practice: OCR





Chapter 5 Government, politics and parliament




    1 Central government


    2 Regional and local government


    3 Politics and faction


    4 Parliament


Question practice: AQA


Question practice: OCR





Chapter 6 Foreign affairs




    1 English foreign policy


    2 Relations with Spain


    3 Relations with France


    4 Relations with Scotland


    5 Key debate


    6 Relations with Ireland


Question practice: AQA


Question practice: OCR





Chapter 7 Social and economic affairs




    1 Elizabethan society


    2 The Elizabethan State and the poor


    3 Culture, education and the Renaissance


    4 The Elizabethan economy


    5 Trade and colonisation


Question practice: AQA


Question practice: OCR





    Exam focus: AQA


    Exam focus: OCR


    Timeline


    Glossary of terms


    Further reading


    Index











Dedication







Keith Randell (1943–2002)


The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.















Introduction: about this book





This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:




	
•  AQA breadth study, The Tudors: England 1485–1603


	
•  OCR period study, England 1547–1603: the Later Tudors.





The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.


The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.




Beginning of the book




Context


Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section will give you an overview of the history and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.










Throughout the book




Key terms


You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary.







Profiles


Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.







Sources


Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.







Interpretations


These extracts from historians will help bring awareness of the debates and issues that surround this fascinating history topic.








Chapter summaries



These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.







Summary diagrams


These visual section summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.







Refresher questions


The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.







Question practice


There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions arranged by exam board. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.










End of the book




Timeline


Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.







Exam focus


This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.







Glossary


All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.







Further reading


To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.










Online extras


This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:





Activity worksheets



These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.







Who’s who


A level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Paget from your Parker!







Further research


While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1










Context








By the time Elizabeth I had ascended the throne of England in 1558, the Tudors had been in power for nearly three-quarters of a century. Begun by Henry VII, the Tudor dynasty was founded following his victory in a dynastic civil war. Continuing on from his father, Henry VIII was a powerful and ruthless king who ruled with an iron fist. The Henrician Reformation resulted in the dissolution of the monasteries and the removal of the Pope as head of the English Church. Henry VIII was succeeded by Edward VI (1547–53), a sickly child of nine who was too young to rule. During Edward’s minority, the kingdom was ruled in turn by two powerful regents, the Duke of Somerset (1547–9) and the Duke of Northumberland (1549–53). During Edward’s short reign, England became a Protestant nation, although not necessarily a nation of Protestants. Edward VI was followed by Mary I (1553–8), a passionate Roman Catholic who contracted an unpopular marriage with Philip of Spain. Her attempt to undo the religious changes of her father and brother led to the persecution and execution of Protestants. The burning of Protestants earned the Queen the nickname Bloody Mary. The brevity of their reigns, allied to the economic and religious turmoil, led some historians to label this period (1547–58) a ‘mid-Tudor crisis’. This was the England inherited by Elizabeth I (1558–1603), whose long reign brought much-needed stability, a measure of peace and significant progress.
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The Tudor dynasty




	•  Henry VII (1485–1509)


	•  Henry VIII (1509–47)


	•  Edward VI (1547–53)



	  –  Duke of Somerset (1547–9)


	  –  Duke of Northumberland (1549–53)








	•  Mary I (1553–8)


	•  Elizabeth I (1558–1603)
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England and Europe in the 1550s


England was an emerging power in Europe during the 1550s. Henry VIII’s active and aggressive foreign policy had cemented England’s position as a major player on the international stage. This enabled his successors to involve themselves in continental affairs. However, England was neither strong nor wealthy enough to compete with the great continental powers, such as Spain and France. This meant that it was necessary for England to ally with one or other of its more powerful neighbours (see Figure 6.1, page 115, for a map of Europe at the time). Until 1559, western European foreign policy was dominated by the conflict between the Valois kings of France and the Habsburg rulers of the Holy Roman Empire and Spain. Financial and diplomatic considerations made it necessary for English rulers to maintain a delicate balancing act in their relations with both nations.







Historical and geographical context


The kingdom inherited by Elizabeth in 1558 was multi-racial in the sense that it consisted of England, Wales and Ireland. Although the language of government and law was English, several languages were spoken by large numbers of the Crown’s subjects, for example, Welsh, Cornish and Gaelic.


On Elizabeth’s accession in 1558, the population of the kingdom is estimated to have been around 3 million and had increased to nearly 4 million by the time of her death in 1603. The vast majority of the population lived in small villages, in what was essentially a rural kingdom that was largely dependent on agriculture. Industry was small scale, cloth-making being the most important, and usually located close to cities and large towns, the biggest of which was the capital, London. By the end of Elizabeth’s reign, the population of London was around 75,000, whereas the second largest city in the kingdom, Norwich, had less than 20,000 inhabitants.


The kingdom was a rigidly class-based society dominated by the landowning elite. This elite consisted of the nobility, no more than 40 or 50 families, and gentry, estimated to be about 150,000 in number. The landowning elite made up around five per cent of an overwhelmingly rural peasant population. Less than six per cent of the population lived in urban centres, towns and cities, the majority of which were smaller than London and Norwich.







Government and the State


By the middle of the sixteenth century, the State was assuming greater responsibility for every aspect of life. Government was becoming centralised and growing numbers of civil servants were being employed to administer both central and local affairs. As the administration grew in size, Elizabeth’s senior ministers who sat on her Privy Council realised that they had to take more control of the economy to ensure that the country was creating the wealth needed to pay the ever-rising cost of government. Consequently, the government increasingly introduced measures to try to regulate the economy and to boost trade, both domestic and foreign. The peace and stability established during Elizabeth’s reign promoted economic growth and social cohesion. Although inflation remained a problem, trade continued to flourish and industry continued to grow.


As the English State increased its power and influence, the notion of the commonwealth gained greater currency. As the wealth and power of the Church had declined, the government had assumed greater responsibility for the welfare of the people in the country. Poverty and vagrancy were a serious problem, made worse by periodic economic slumps, disruption of trade and changes in industry and agriculture, especially the enclosure of land. Poverty and vagrancy were social evils which the Crown could not solve, but dealt with by passing a series of parliamentary acts to provide some relief.


A central feature in the development of the State was the struggle for power among the ruling elites. Political rivalry and competition for royal patronage had the potential to disrupt, perhaps even threaten, the State and monarchy. Elizabeth was careful in her control and management of the elites in this respect.







The monarchy


Although the State was growing in power and becoming more stable with the development of new offices of state and permanent civil servants, it was still dependent on the personality of the monarch. The Tudor State could function only with the consent of the elite, and the aim of government was to establish a working relationship based on trust and mutual cooperation. The monarchy was the most crucial component in maintaining this delicate balance between State and people. For Elizabeth, the people who mattered were the landowners, the political nation, gentry and nobility with the wealth and power to challenge or support the Crown and its government.


The accession of a female monarch in 1553 proved especially controversial. Contemporary paternalistic attitudes meant that many thought the ruling monarch should be male because England had no tradition of female monarchs. Elizabeth was conscious that there was opposition to the idea of a female monarch, especially one who was young and unmarried. The Queen took comfort in the fact that the succession of her predecessor, her half-sister Mary, had removed any legal doubts about the right of women to rule in England.


Elizabeth’s spirited defence of her prerogative rights became a feature of her rule from the beginning of her reign. She was also ruthless in her treatment of dissident noblemen who threatened her authority. Rebellion, whether motivated by grievances over religion or political ambition, was ruthlessly suppressed. Elizabeth exploited the financial strength of the monarchy to create a Crown-dependent elite. The elites were encouraged to serve the Crown in local administration and the most important of them were attracted to Court, the centre of government, where they competed to gain royal favour.


The relationship between Crown and elites was sometimes strained, particularly when the succession was called into question. There was some anxiety when Elizabeth nearly died of smallpox in 1562, less than four years into her reign, because she was unmarried and had no heirs. This fear was exacerbated by the prospect of her Catholic cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots, succeeding to the English throne. It is important to note that Elizabeth withstood the pressure to marry throughout her reign and used it as a bargaining tool in foreign relations.








Religion


The greatest challenge facing Elizabeth was religion. The Reformation had made the monarch head of the Church and given parliament control of religious policy. The Reformation was a significant process that witnessed the gradual shift away from Roman Catholicism to a form of Anglo-Catholicism.


Greater change was to come in the shape of the Edwardian Reformation. Edward VI’s reign saw the first attempt to establish Protestantism as the State religion. Although the Protestant revolution is often regarded as the defining characteristic of Edward’s short reign, its efficacy has been questioned. Mary had inherited a Protestant Church and State, but she was a devout Catholic determined to return England to the papacy. The struggle to reintroduce Catholicism went side by side with the task of eradicating Protestantism. Despite the brutality of her actions against heretics, Mary failed to re-establish Roman Catholicism.


After the turmoil of Edward and Mary, the kingdom had evolved to a point where the majority of the population had come to accept, if not wholeheartedly embrace, the largely Protestant Religious Settlement enacted by Elizabeth in 1559.















CHAPTER 2










‘A mid-Tudor crisis’?
The Elizabethan inheritance
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The kingdom that Henry VIII bequeathed to his successors, Edward VI and Mary I, was plagued by political, religious, economic and social problems. But these problems were not insurmountable, nor did they plunge England into a permanent state of crisis. Arguably, the most serious difficulties facing the Edwardian and Marian regimes arising out of Henry’s legacy were in politics, religion and foreign diplomacy. Historians have long debated the legacy that the Edwardian and Marian regimes left Elizabeth I. In short, did Elizabeth inherit a kingdom that was in a state of crisis? These issues are examined through two sections:




	•  The reign of Edward VI


	•  The reign of Mary I





The key debate on page 22 of this chapter asks the question: Was there a mid-Tudor crisis?
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KEY DATES






	1547

	 

	
Death of Henry VIII. Accession of Edward VI
Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset became Lord Protector






	1549

	 

	Rebellion in East Anglia and the West Country
Fall of Somerset






	1551

	 

	John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland became Lord President of the Council






	1553

	 

	Death of Edward VI. Brief reign of Lady Jane Grey. Succession of Mary I
Execution of Northumberland
Catholicism reintroduced






	1554

	 

	Wyatt rebellion
Execution of Lady Jane Grey
Marriage of Mary I and Philip of Spain






	1555

	 

	Persecution of Protestants began. Bishops Ridley and Latimer burned at the stake






	1556

	 

	Archbishop Cranmer burned at the stake






	1557

	 

	England joined Spain in a war against France






	1558

	 

	Death of Mary. Accession of Elizabeth I
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1 The reign of Edward VI






To what extent did government, religion, the economy and foreign policy change during the reign of Edward VI?








Henry VIII died in January 1547. He was succeeded by nine-year-old Prince Edward, his son by his third wife, Jane Seymour. Edward’s succession was a problem because he was a child and therefore too young to rule.








Henry VIII’s legacy


The kingdom that Henry VIII bequeathed to his successor, Edward VI, was plagued by political, religious, economic and social problems. But these problems were not insurmountable and they did not plunge England into a permanent state of crisis. Arguably, the most serious difficulties facing the new Edwardian regime arising out of Henry’s legacy were in politics, religion and foreign diplomacy.




Political legacy


In declining health, Henry could do little to stop the struggle for power between rival political factions at Court in the final few years of his reign. Henry’s fear was that the government would become a battleground for these contending factions, each keen to secure the dominant position during his son’s minority.







Religious legacy


Henry’s break with Rome in 1534 led to a power struggle between conservative (Catholic) and reformist (Protestant) factions for control of the Church. Henry’s failure to settle the religious problems caused turmoil and led to uncertainty and instability.
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ONLINE EXTRAS


AQA


Develop your analysis of essays on the mid-Tudor crisis by completing Worksheet 1 at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
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ONLINE EXTRAS


OCR


Develop your source analysis by completing Worksheet 1 at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
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Foreign policy


During the last five years of Henry’s reign, his grasp of England’s foreign policy was slipping. Peaceful diplomacy had been abandoned in favour of military confrontation. Henry’s final years were marked by war on two fronts – with France and Scotland – in which he squandered his wealth and endangered the financial strength of his successors. His failure to achieve lasting success in France or to remove the threat of a Scottish invasion led to serious security problems for his successor.
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[image: ] SOURCE QUESTION


Study Source A. What problems might Henry VIII bequeath to his son and successor, Edward VI?
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SOURCE A


From a report by Charles de Marillac, French ambassador at the English Court, sent to King Francis I of France, on Henry VIII’s political and religious legacy, 1543, quoted in Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henry VIII, Volume 18, Part 1, January–July 1543, Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1901, pp. 212–13.


Thence proceeds … distrust and fear. The King, knowing how many changes he has made, and what tragedies and scandals he has created, would fain keep in favour with everybody, but does not trust a single man, expecting to see them all offended, and he will not cease to dip his hand in blood as long as he doubts his people. Hence every day edicts are published so bloody that with a thousand guards one would scarce be safe. Hence too it is now with us, as affairs incline, he makes alliances which last as long as it makes for him to keep them. Lightness and inconsistency proceeds from the nature of the nation, and has perverted the rights of religion, marriage, faith and promise, as softened wax can be altered to any form.
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ONLINE EXTRAS


AQA


Develop your analysis of fact and opinion by completing Worksheet 2 at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
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Edward VI and government


Governments where the head of state is a child are always afflicted by uncertainty, which is why Henry VIII had intended that Edward VI would take charge of the government when he turned eighteen. In the event, Edward remained a minor throughout his reign, but it would be wrong to conclude that he was simply a spectator. Edward was well educated, intelligent and, as he grew older, became increasingly involved in affairs of state. Therefore, although government was directed, and policy decided, by men whom Edward had inherited and been surrounded by after his succession, these men could not simply ignore his wishes. For example, to the embarrassment of his advisers, in March 1551 the thirteen-year-old king told his Catholic sister, Mary, that he would no longer tolerate her hearing mass in her household. Later that year, Edward began attending meetings of the Privy Council during which he wrote various papers showing his close interest in the making of policy.







Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset


Henry VIII had tried to prevent trouble by establishing a Regency Council led by Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford. Seymour was Edward’s uncle, which gave him a vested interest in the welfare of the young king. Henry had intended that Seymour should lead, but not dominate, the Regency Council. Seymour was to govern with the aid of a council of ministers, specifically named by Henry VIII, who would share in the government of the kingdom.


However, Seymour was ambitious for personal power and he began to plot against his fellow councillors. By playing one councillor off against another, Seymour quickly split and then gained control of a divided Council. To underline his new status, he assumed the title of Lord Protector of the Realm and was promoted to Duke of Somerset by his nephew. The Lord Protector ruled the country for two years until 1549. During this time the political situation deteriorated steadily. This was caused, in part, by Somerset’s arrogance and lack of ability. He was simply not up to the task of dealing with the numerous financial, economic and diplomatic difficulties which confronted the kingdom (see pages 10–12). Somerset’s failure to deal effectively with the rebellions of 1549 was the final straw for his fellow councillors, who removed him in a palace coup.








Foreign policy


Foreign policy during the first part of Edward VI’s reign was strongly influenced by the legacy left by Henry VIII: an uneasy peace and a costly defence. The young king’s minority created fears over national security and the succession. There were major concerns over the possibility of renewed French intervention in Scotland and the end of the fragile peace.





France and Scotland



The question facing Somerset was whether the war with France and Scotland, begun by Henry VIII in 1542, should continue or not. Somerset inherited a war that Henry VIII had hoped would secure the marriage of Edward VI to the young Mary, Queen of Scots (see pages 130–4). Although the government was all but bankrupt, Somerset continued the war and thereby further hampered the country’s finances. At the same time, he strove to continue Henry VIII’s policy of keeping on good terms with Charles V, ruler of Spain and the Holy Roman Empire, for fear of provoking him into war.


In 1547 the Franco-Scottish alliance was made, when the French king, Henry II, proclaimed that France and Scotland were one country. Somerset understood that this, along with England’s weakening military position in France and a chronic shortage of money, meant that in the long term, this was a war which could not be won. By the autumn of 1549, foreign affairs had reached a critical point. The war had become increasingly unpopular with both the nobility and the general public. High levels of taxation were undermining the economy and provoking hostility towards the government. For some Privy Councillors this was one crisis too many, and they began advocating peace as a means of restoring financial and economic stability.


Somerset’s fall from power caused a temporary breakdown in military leadership. This enabled the French to gain the initiative in the war and they went on the offensive. This, combined with a lack of money, forced Somerset’s successor, Northumberland, to make peace with both France and Scotland. This annoyed many of the ruling elites who thought that this was a humiliating climb-down. Some of the nobility turned against Somerset with the result that his power was challenged by a member of the Regency Council, John Dudley, Earl of Warwick.
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John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland


From the ensuing power struggle, John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, emerged as the new leader. The eleven-year-old Edward VI was in no position to oppose the change of leadership even if he had wished to do so. Dudley was more energetic and capable a leader than Seymour. He put down the rebellions and restored law and order. He was promoted to Duke of Northumberland by the king and he took the title of Lord President of the Council.


Dudley ruled England as Lord President Northumberland for the remainder of Edward VI’s reign. Northumberland was a talented politician who sought to unite rather than divide the Council. He adopted a far more pragmatic approach to government and although he did not achieve all his aims, he brought a measure of political and economic stability to the kingdom. He established a strong relationship with the young king whom he encouraged to take an active interest in the business of government.





Northumberland and royal authority



That Edward VI was a minor and of a sickly disposition was a constant source of concern for Northumberland. Northumberland ruled in the king’s name, so his position and power depended on the king’s continued health and active support. This put Northumberland at a disadvantage because critics could blame him, rather than the king, for the failings of government. Respect for royal authority tended to diminish when the king’s government was conducted by ministers rather than the monarch himself. Like Wolsey and Cromwell before him, history has tended to portray Northumberland as the ‘evil councillor’.











Humanism and religion


The middle years of the sixteenth century were a pivotal period in the development of humanist and religious thought. The reigns of Edward VI and Mary I witnessed a fierce struggle between Catholics and Protestants to win hearts and minds and, ultimately, for control of the State Church.


Beyond the parish and day-to-day experience of popular worship enjoyed by the majority of the people, the educated elites of both religious faiths – Catholics and Protestants – fought to win the cultural and intellectual battle.




	
•  Inspired by the teachings of Erasmus, conservative humanist scholars, such as Bishop Stephen Gardiner, believed that a reformed Catholic Church could improve and enliven the religious experience of the people. He opposed the Protestants because he believed that they were extremists and that their reforms went too far.


	
•  Inspired by the teachings of Martin Luther, reformist humanist scholars, such as Hugh Latimer, believed that only a radical overhaul of the Church could transform the religious experience of the people. Luther opposed the Catholics because he believed that the Pope and Church leadership were corrupt. They had let the people down and were incapable of reform.





The humanist scholars on both sides were keen to spread their ideas. The recently invented printing press gave them the means to publish theological (religious) literature, which would underpin the work of committed and charismatic preachers. Cranmer’s Book of Homilies (1547) and Latimer’s Sermons of the Plough (1548) are prime examples of the theological works being produced by Protestant authors during Edward VI’s reign. On the Continent, the Catholic Church was also engaged in the production of theological tracts designed to keep pace with the increasing output of Protestant literature. This renaissance in Catholic humanist and religious thought became the foundation on which the Counter-Reformation was based.
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Study Source B. How and why does Cranmer justify the publication of this book?
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SOURCE B


Adapted from the introduction to Cranmer’s Book of Homilies, 1547. Cranmer’s Homilies was reissued by Elizabeth I in 1562, quoted in Certain Sermons or Homilies, Appointed to be Read in Churches, in the Time of Queen Elizabeth of Famous Memory, Church of England, 1799, p. v.


Considering how necessary it is, that the word of God, which is the only food of the soul, and that most excellent light that we must walk by, in this our most dangerous pilgrimage, should at all times be preached unto the people, that thereby they may both learn their duty towards God, their Prince, and their neighbours, according to the Scriptures: And also to avoid the manifold enormities which heretofore by false doctrine have crept into the Church of God: and how that all they which are appointed Ministers, have not the gift of preaching sufficiently to instruct the people, which is committed unto them, whereof great inconveniences might rise, and ignorance still be maintained, if some honest remedy be not speedily found and provided.
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Protestant humanism


The Protestant teachings and ideas adopted in Edward VI’s reign led to radical changes. Thomas Cranmer’s Books of Common Prayer (1549 and 1552) and his list of essential doctrine, the Forty-two Articles (1552), were intended to form the basis of the new Protestant Church of England. Protestant humanism also placed especial emphasis on educating the laity. Bishops were instructed to carry out visitations to encourage the adoption of the new services, and to test whether parishioners could recite the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments in English.







Catholic humanism


During Mary’s reign, many of Edward’s religious changes were reversed and the Protestant ideas he had promoted were rejected. As part of the Counter-Reformation in England, the Catholics followed the Protestants by promoting education and the printing of theological literature. For example, Roger Edgeworth’s Sermons very fruitfull (1557), a collection of Catholic Reformation sermons, was designed to counter Protestant theology. Ultimately, the brevity of Mary’s reign undermined a Catholic revival in England and the succession of Elizabeth enabled Protestant humanist scholars to firmly establish Protestant ideology and theology there.










Edward VI’s religious beliefs


Edward showed a keen interest in religious matters. Having received a Protestant education, Edward was determined to break with his father’s Anglo-Catholicism and to actively promote the new faith. He was ably supported by the Archbishop of Canterbury Cranmer, who enthusiastically took up the challenge of establishing a Protestant Church. Cranmer was assisted in his religious endeavours by the king’s chief ministers, the Dukes of Somerset and Northumberland, both of whom were sympathetic to Protestantism. The ministers, in turn, drew up and guided through parliament the legislation necessary to establish the Protestant faith.






[image: ]


[image: ] SOURCE QUESTION


Study Source C. What message is the Elizabethan artist trying to convey?
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Deathbed portrait of Henry VIII with his son and heir, Edward VI. The painting also depicts the Pope and members of the Royal Council. Painted by an unknown artist c.1570.
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Religious policy


Somerset inherited a divided Church that lacked decisive leadership and a clear direction. Somerset himself was a moderate reformer, as were most members of the Regency Council, whereas Edward VI favoured more radical changes. However, powerful politicians such as the Duke of Norfolk and Bishop Gardiner were opposed to change, and such differences only increased the infighting among the political factions.


To secure the support of Edward VI, Northumberland allowed increasingly radical reforms to be introduced into the Church of England. For example, altars were ordered to be removed and the church service was modelled on the Lutheran system of worship. To ensure religious compliance, the government passed the Act of Uniformity in 1549. Such a move not only angered the Catholic elites at home, but also antagonised Emperor Charles V, England’s major continental ally, who was an active supporter of the Roman Catholic Church.


The social impact of the changes in religion was marked by confusion and anger. The population at large was largely conservative and resented changes in their local churches. This anger spilled over into armed insurrection in the Western or Prayer Book Rebellion that broke out in the south-west of England in 1549.





The Western or Prayer Book Rebellion 1549



The popular discontent began in Cornwall in 1549 when the Cornish people rose in rebellion and set up an armed camp at Bodmin. The main leaders of the rebels were local clergy, and it was they who drew up a series of demands to stop the religious changes. They were rejected by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, who was particularly enraged by such insubordination.


In Devon there was an independent uprising at Sampford Courtenay. By 20 June the Devon and Cornish rebels had joined forces at Crediton, and three days later they set up an armed camp at Clyst St Mary. Local negotiations broke down, and the rebels began to blockade the nearby town of Exeter with an army of 6000 men. Lord Russell, who had been sent to crush the rebellion, was hampered by a shortage of troops and a lack of local gentry support. Crucially, the rebels were led by a prominent local gentleman, Humphrey Arundell, who was a skilled tactician and an able commander. As a result, it was not until August that the rebels were finally defeated.











Economic and social problems


Somerset inherited an English economy that was in a very weak condition. Population levels had been increasing rapidly since the 1530s, causing prices to rise and making it difficult for young people to find work. The problem was made worse by a fall in demand for English textiles abroad, which caused growing unemployment among cloth workers. Changes to the pattern of landholding witnessed the wholesale enclosure of land, including common land. Pastoral farming was less labour intensive than arable farming, which led to rising unemployment.


Rising inflation and increasing food prices added to the anger and frustration of the commons. By 1549 there was widespread discontent, which led to a large-scale popular uprising in Norfolk in 1549. The Kett rebellion was largely caused by enclosure and resentment at greedy landlords who were abusing their position of trust. Faith in the notion that those in society who had wealth and power would see to the social and economic welfare of those below them was breaking down. The principles of the Great Chain of Being were being debated, and undermined, by Protestant humanist scholars.


The rebellions led to the overthrow of Somerset. Northumberland learned from Somerset’s mistakes and introduced measures to try to restore social and economic stability. The Privy Council and the government were reorganised, finances were reformed, and debts created by the war with France and Scotland began to be paid off. Although the economic situation continued to worsen, additional laws such as the repeal of the harsh Vagrancy Act of 1547 were introduced to help the poorest sections of society.







Edward VI: death and succession


Edward VI’s death in 1553 led to a political and constitutional crisis. According to the terms of Henry VIII’s will, Mary, the daughter of his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, was to succeed if Edward died childless. However, Mary was a devout Roman Catholic who hated the Protestant Northumberland. Northumberland feared that Mary would restore the authority of the Pope and so end the Royal Supremacy over the Church of England.


In an effort to prevent this, Northumberland drew up the ‘Device’ in an attempt to change the succession by disinheriting Mary and her younger sister Elizabeth, the daughter of Henry VIII’s second wife, Anne Boleyn. Instead, the Crown was to pass to Lady Jane Grey, the Protestant granddaughter of Henry VIII’s sister, Mary. Because of her royal connections, Jane became a victim of Tudor politics. Edward VI named Jane as his heir because of her attachment to the Protestant faith. The young king was determined to prevent his half-sister, Mary, from succeeding to the throne. In this he was helped by the Lord President Northumberland and by Jane’s mother, Frances, and father, Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk.







The accession of Queen Jane


To secure his own position, Northumberland planned to marry Lady Jane Grey to his youngest son, Guildford Dudley. Jane was persuaded to marry Guildford and accept the crown after Edward VI’s death. The plot seemed to have succeeded when the Privy Council initially agreed to proclaim Jane Queen of England. However, Mary refused to accept Jane’s accession and she gathered an armed force in East Anglia to support her claim to the throne. Northumberland led an army out of London to defeat Mary, but his troops deserted in such large numbers that he was forced to retreat.


When news of the failure of Northumberland’s military expedition to defeat Mary reached the Court, the majority of the Privy Councillors deserted Jane. They were soon joined by the majority of the ruling elites, both Catholic and Protestant, who rallied to the support of Mary. Whether they did this through dislike of Northumberland or to preserve the legitimate succession is not altogether clear. The motivation of many of those who supported Mary may best be summed up in a short contemporary verse. Recalling Mary’s accession, Sir Nicholas Throckmorton wrote in 1556:




And though I liked not the religion


Which all her life Queen Mary had professed


Yet in my mind that wicked notion


Right heirs for to displace, I did detest.





After nine days as queen, Jane, together with her husband and father-in-law, was imprisoned in the Tower of London. Northumberland was quickly executed, but Mary was reluctant to execute Jane because she accepted that the teenager was an innocent political pawn. However, when Jane’s father led a rebellion, in support of Sir Thomas Wyatt in early 1554, against the Crown, Mary felt she had no choice but to execute her young cousin.
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THE REIGN OF EDWARD VI
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2 The reign of Mary I






To what extent did government, religion, the economy and foreign policy change during the reign of Mary I?


Mary was the first ruling queen in English history (apart perhaps from Matilda, who claimed the throne, but never properly ruled a kingdom engulfed by civil war in the 1130s and 1140s) and in a male-dominated world she had to work hard at ensuring that her status and authority were respected. She began her reign well, displaying skill and resolution in defeating Northumberland’s attempted coup d’état. This showed that she was determined to personally exercise her royal authority. Unlike her young brother Edward, who was unable to rule effectively due to his age, Mary was determined to ensure that her gender would not stop her from being fully involved in governing the kingdom.
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Study Source D. Apart from gender, why else might Becon have been opposed to Mary I?
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SOURCE D


Adapted from Thomas Becon, former chaplain to Archbishop Cranmer and Protestant exile in Strasbourg, writing in a pamphlet, An Humble Supplication unto God, 1554, quoted in John Ayre, editor, Prayers and Other Pieces of Thomas Becon, The Parker Society, 1844, p. 223.


We lament that His Majesty Edward VI has been taken away from us for in place of that virtuous prince you have set to rule over us a woman, whom nature has formed to be in subjection unto man, and whom you by your apostle Paul commanded to keep silent. Ah, Lord! To take away the empire from a man, and to give it to a woman, seems to be an evident token of your anger towards us Englishmen. For by the prophet Isaiah you, being displeased with your people threaten to set women to rule over them, as people unworthy to have lawful, natural, and fair government to reign over them. And though we find that women sometimes rule among your people, yet do we read that such as ruled and were queens were for the most part wicked, ungodly, superstitious, and given to idolatry and to all filthy abominations.
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Mary I and government


The system of central and local government remained fundamentally unchanged from Edward’s reign. The Privy Council continued to be the centre of the administration. One of the main criticisms of Mary’s Privy Council has been that it was too large to conduct business effectively. In addition, it has been claimed that the Council contained too many members who had no real political ability and who lacked administrative experience. The reason for this was that in the first few weeks of her reign, Mary necessarily chose councillors from her own household, and from among leading Catholic noblemen who had supported her.


By October, several moderate members of Northumberland’s Council had been sworn in as councillors. Although they were never fully in the Queen’s confidence, they supplied a nucleus of political ability and administrative experience previously lacking. Apart from this making the Council too large – reaching 43 at one point – it has been suggested that it led to rivalry between the Catholics, led by Mary’s chief minister, the Lord Chancellor, Bishop Stephen Gardiner, and the moderates, led by Sir William Paget (see page 16). However, it seems that Mary did not exert any leadership, or show any real confidence in her Council.


Later in her reign, Mary tended to work with a smaller ‘inner council’ of experienced councillors that included the Spanish ambassador, Simon Renard. As her reign progressed, she made less use of the Privy Council and met with it only when she had already decided matters of policy in consultation with Renard, who became her chief adviser. This angered her ministers, who were unhappy at being marginalised. By the end of her reign, her relationship with her ministers had deteriorated.
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William Paget






	1505

	Born in Wednesbury in Staffordshire






	1543

	Appointed to the Privy Council (from 1543 to his death)






	1545

	Became, with Edward Seymour, Henry VIII’s chief adviser (1545–7)






	1547

	Appointed Somerset’s chief adviser (1547–9)






	1549

	Created Baron Beaudesert






	1554–5

	Refused to support Gardiner’s religious legislation. Mary demoted him to the office of Lord Privy Seal






	1558

	Sacked from the Privy Council of Queen Elizabeth






	1563

	Died







Background


Paget entered parliament in 1529 and was active in his support of Henry VIII’s divorce. He was entrusted with significant power by the Duke of Somerset, but he had a more turbulent relationship with Northumberland. Nevertheless, Northumberland recognised his talent and employed him as a minister. Paget initially supported Northumberland’s plan to put Jane Grey on the throne, but he soon deserted her for Mary. He was appointed to lead Mary’s government along with the Earl of Arundel.


Religious convictions


He kept his religious convictions to himself. Contemporaries thought him variously a Protestant reformer and a Catholic conservative. His support of Mary earned her trust and his handling of the marriage negotiations won the admiration of Philip of Spain. However, his opposition to what he regarded as extreme religious legislation drawn up by his one-time friend Gardiner, led to his losing his leading place in government. Although he was no longer a Privy Councillor or Lord Privy Seal, Elizabeth retained his services as an occasional adviser.


Paget was one of the most able and influential men of the period. He served in the governments of four Tudor monarchs: Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth. His long experience in government was valued and his advice was regularly sought.
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Marriage and the succession


Mary’s political inexperience and stubbornness are shown in the first major issue of her reign: her marriage and the succession. In an age of male domination, Mary’s marriage was considered to be a matter of grave concern, because she would be subject to the authority of her husband whomsoever he happened to be. That Mary must marry was taken for granted if the dynasty was to survive. The key question, of course, was that once married, would Mary rule or would her husband rule through her?


The Privy Council was divided on the matter. There were two realistic candidates for Mary’s hand:




	
•  Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, who was favoured by Gardiner. To marry a member of the English nobility was considered unacceptable because his elevation to power would cause jealousy and rivalry that might lead to conflict.


	
•  Philip of Spain, who was supported by Paget. To the increasingly nationalist English, marriage with a foreign prince was equally unacceptable. A foreign husband might drag England into continental conflicts.





Courtenay was a descendant of earlier English kings and such a marriage would have strengthened the Tudor dynasty, but Mary favoured a closer link with the Habsburgs through Philip. Without consulting her Council, Mary announced that she was going to marry Philip.


The marriage treaty was very favourable to England. Philip was to have no regal power in England, no foreign appointments were to be made to the Privy Council, and England was not to be involved in, or pay towards the cost of any of Philip’s wars. If the marriage was childless, the succession was to pass to Elizabeth.


That Mary chose her husband and limited his constitutional power within the kingdom showed that she ruled with the full measure of royal authority. Mary did not let her gender limit the exercise of her God-given power. By making it possible for queens to rule as kings, Mary provided her successor, Elizabeth, with a template by establishing the gender-free authority of a queen.
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Mary’s foreign policy


Mary has been criticised for being politically inept, for her determination to marry Philip II of Spain and for her indecision in the negotiations over the restoration of Catholicism to England. However, recent research suggests that this was in fact masterly political inactivity and feigned weakness, designed to win greater concessions from the papacy and the Habsburgs.




The papacy


Mary had to be careful in her negotiations with the papacy. Her desire to reinstate the Pope as head of the restored Catholic Church in England worried those who feared an increase in foreign influence. To some, the Pope represented a foreign power and they feared that a restored papacy would demand the restoration of all Church lands and property confiscated during the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward VI. The fact that even staunchly Catholic landowners refused to give up former Church property forced the Pope to concede on this matter.







Spain and the Habsburgs


As Mary was 37 years old when she became queen, marriage was at the top of the political agenda. To secure the succession she needed an heir, so her choice of husband, Philip of Spain, put marriage firmly at the heart of England’s foreign policy.


The Spanish marriage was as much diplomatic as it was personal, for the union of Mary and Philip also marked an alliance between England and Spain. The 1554 treaty with Spain revived an alliance first established in the Treaty of Medina del Campo in 1489. Mary had achieved her objective of forming a closer alliance with the Habsburgs. The terms of the marriage treaty of 1554 stated that:




	
•  The power to govern England rested with Mary alone.


	
•  England was not to become involved in, or fund, the cost of Spain’s wars.


	
•  Philip was to assume the title ‘King of England’, but only for the lifetime of his wife.


	
•  If Mary were to die, Philip would not inherit the English throne.


	
•  If the marriage was childless, the succession would pass to Elizabeth.





In spite of these safeguards, Mary’s popularity began to ebb because many people still thought that England would be drawn into Philip’s wars and become a mere province of the Habsburg Empire.







The Wyatt rebellion 1554


The strength of this anti-Spanish feeling led to the Wyatt rebellion. The rebellion was instigated by men who had all held important offices at Court under both Henry VIII and Edward VI. Although they had supported Mary’s accession, they feared that the growing Spanish influence would endanger their own careers. The conspirators planned to marry Princess Elizabeth to Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, who had been rejected by Mary as an unsuitable match.


Simultaneous rebellions in the West Country (led by Sir Peter Carew), the Welsh borderland (Sir James Croft), the Midlands (Duke of Suffolk, father of Lady Jane Grey) and Kent (Sir Thomas Wyatt) were to be supported by a French fleet. The plan failed because Carew, Croft and the Duke of Suffolk bungled the uprisings.


Wyatt succeeded in raising 3000 men in Kent, and this caused real fear in the government because the rebels were so close to London. The situation was made worse because a number of royal troops sent to crush the revolt deserted to the rebels. Realising the danger, the Privy Council desperately tried to raise fresh forces to protect London. An overly cautious Wyatt failed to press home his advantage and his delay in marching on London gave Mary the time she needed to see to the capital’s defence. In refusing to flee her capital, Mary’s courage impressed those whom she called on to support her regime. By the time Wyatt arrived at the gates of the city the revolt was doomed to fail. Repulsed at London Bridge and the Tower, Wyatt found Ludgate closed and his troops deserted.


Wyatt surrendered and the revolt was crushed. The rebels were treated leniently for fear of provoking further revolts. Most of the rebels among the commons were pardoned, and fewer than a hundred executions took place. As for the rebel elite, apart from Wyatt and Suffolk, only Jane Grey and her husband Guildford Dudley were executed.







France


In spite of the terms of the marriage treaty of 1554, England was drawn into Spain’s war with France, and in 1557, Mary declared war on France. An English army, 5000 strong, joined a Spanish army of nearly 70,000 in the siege of St Quentin in north-eastern France. The capture of St Quentin and defeat of the French in August 1557 was greeted with delight and celebration in England. However, the inexperienced Philip did not press home his advantage and he retired to build up his forces. This allowed the French to do the same and in a surprise attack in January 1558, a force of nearly 30,000 Frenchmen attacked the English garrison at Calais. The Calais garrison, some 2000 Englishman and several hundred Spanish troops, held out for three weeks, but with no reinforcements coming from either England or Spain had no choice but to surrender. The loss of Calais was seen as a national disaster. Calais was England’s last continental possession.











Religious policy


In 1553 no one in England doubted that Mary would restore Roman Catholicism and return England to the authority of Rome. The aristocracy and gentry were initially prepared to conform to Mary’s religious views, and the bulk of the population followed their example. But some 800 strongly committed Protestant gentry and clergy left the country and spent the remainder of the reign in exile on the Continent. Such an escape was less easy for the common people and most of the 274 Protestants executed during Mary’s reign came from this group. At the beginning of the reign even the most zealous religious radicals were not prepared to go against public opinion, and waited to see what would happen. Certainly, when Mary, using the royal prerogative, suspended the second Act of Uniformity and restored the mass, there was no public outcry.




From Protestantism to Anglo-Catholicism


This lack of religious opposition was apparent when parliament met in October 1553. After a lively debate, the first step towards removing all traces of Protestantism from the Church of England was achieved with the passing of the first Statute of Repeal. This Act swept away all the religious legislation approved by parliament during the reign of Edward VI, and the doctrine of the Church of England was restored to what it had been in 1547 under her father, Henry VIII.


The government turned its attention to Protestant clergy. The Bishops of Gloucester, Hereford, Lincoln and Rochester, and the Archbishop of York were deprived of their bishoprics, and were replaced by committed Catholics. In March 1554 the bishops were instructed to enforce all the religious legislation of the last year of Henry VIII’s reign. For example, all married clergy were instructed to give up their wives and families, or lose their parishes. The authorities largely complied with these instructions, and some 800 parish clergy were deprived.







From Anglo-Catholicism to Roman Catholicism


Appointed by the Pope to restore England to the authority of Rome, Cardinal Reginald Pole arrived in England in November 1554. His arrival marked the next stage in the restoration of Roman Catholicism. Parliament met in the same month and passed the second Statute of Repeal. This Act ended the Royal Supremacy, and returned England to papal authority by repealing all the religious legislation of the reign of Henry VIII, back to the time of the break with Rome in 1554. The restoration of the Pope as head of the Church came at a price. To achieve this, Mary had to come to a compromise with the landowners. Careful provision was made in the Act to protect the property rights of all those who had bought Church land since 1536. This demonstrates that Mary had to recognise the authority of parliament over matters of religion. It meant that she had to forgo her plans for a full-scale restoration of the monasteries.










Mary’s reputation


Elizabethan propagandists were eager later to depict Mary as a weak and unsuccessful pro-Spanish monarch in order to highlight the achievements of their own queen. Protestant reformers reviled her as a cruel tyrant trying to enforce Catholicism through torture and burnings. This has produced a popular picture of ‘Bloody Mary’ – a stubborn, arrogant, Catholic bigot, who burned Protestants and lost Calais to the French because of her infatuation for Philip of Spain.


In reality, Mary’s proposal to return England to the Catholic faith was generally popular. However, when Mary’s religious reforms became oppressive and turned to burning heretics, especially such high-profile clergy as Archbishop Cranmer and Bishops Ridley and Latimer, she lost support. The Protestants had always opposed her religious reforms.


The restoration of the Pope as head of the Church, together with the Spanish marriage, stoked up anti-Spanish feelings in a society already primed by Henrician propaganda to reject foreign influence. These issues led to the outbreak of the Wyatt rebellion, in 1554, which aimed at Mary’s removal and her replacement by Elizabeth. The rebels were also motivated by their Protestant beliefs and desire to undo Mary’s pro-Catholic religious reforms.
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Study Source E. Why might these decrees suggest that the Roman Catholic faith was not as strong in 1555 as it once was prior to the Reformation?
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SOURCE E


Adapted from Cardinal Pole’s decrees, drawn up at the Westminster Synod, 1555, quoted in Richard Watson Dixon, editor, History of the Church of England. Volume IV: Mary. A.D. 1553–1558, George Routledge & Sons, 1903, p. 456.


First Decree: On the thanks that should be given to God for the return of this kingdom to the unity of the Church by the daily celebration of mass.


Fourth Decree: That bishops and others who have a cure of souls should preach to the people and parish priests should teach children the basic elements of the faith.


Eleventh Decree: That in the cathedrals a certain number of boys should be educated from which, as if from a seed-bed, it will be possible to raise up those who are worthy of a career in the Church.
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Economic and social problems


The Marian government inherited serious financial problems that Northumberland had been trying to solve, such as debasement of the coinage and rising inflation. To make matters worse, Mary had given away Crown lands in order to re-establish some monastic foundations. Consequently, during Mary’s reign the general economic situation grew worse, with a series of very bad harvests and epidemics of sweating sickness (thought to be either hantavirus or anthrax), bubonic plague (a bacterial infection that caused the Black Death) and influenza. Towns were particularly badly hit, with high mortality rates and severe food shortages.


The government’s reaction was to continue Henry VIII’s policy of restricting the movement of textile and other industries from the towns to the countryside. This, it was hoped, would lessen urban unemployment and reduce the number of vagrants seeking work. This, however, was short-sighted because what was really needed was an increase in the number and variety of industries in both town and country, which would provide jobs for the growing number of unemployed.


To achieve this, the government needed to encourage the search for new overseas markets to replace the trade lost with the decline of the Antwerp market. In 1551 English ships had begun to trade along the north African coast, and between 1553 and 1554 Sir Hugh Willoughby was trying to find a north-east passage to the Far East. However, until after 1558, successive English governments were too anxious to avoid offending Spain and Portugal to encourage overseas enterprise. It was not until the reign of Elizabeth I that any real progress was made in this direction.


So it was that when Mary died in 1558, she was regarded as an unpopular monarch. It was not the weakness of her character that led to this, but rather a number of issues that plagued her reign, namely the outbreak of war with France, religious persecution, a declining economic position and her failure to produce an heir.
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3 Key debate






Was there a mid-Tudor crisis?








Henry VIII’s legacy has been hotly debated by historians. The traditional interpretation of Henry’s final years in power presents him as an increasingly incompetent and unscrupulous tyrant who stumbled from one disaster to another. It has been maintained that he left behind him difficulties so serious that they threatened to harm the interests of the monarchy, its subjects and the kingdom. Herein lie the origins of the so-called ‘mid-Tudor crisis’, the period between the perceived decline in Henry VIII’s reign from c.1540 to the accession of Elizabeth I in 1558. That some historians have extended this period of crisis to encompass the last nine years of Henry VIII’s reign and the first five years of Elizabeth’s reign, that is 1539–63, is an indication of the level and complexity of the debate. On the other hand, there are historians who disagree, stating that the changes that did occur were natural and what one might expect from a period spanning more than two decades.


If the nation was in crisis then it passed almost unnoticed by contemporary writers. None wrote specifically of crisis and not one suggested that the social and economic problems in Edward’s reign, although serious, were any worse than they had been during Henry’s. The crisis was not so much social and economic, nor was it overtly religious; it was mainly to do with the succession. Contemporaries were concerned at the accession of a child king and they were genuinely fearful of the succession of a female monarch. Add to this the failed coup d’état of Lady Jane Grey, and the notion of a nation in crisis gains currency.







Whitney Jones’ ‘mid-Tudor crisis’ theory


While it had been implicit in the works of earlier historians such as A.F. Pollard (1910) and S.T. Bindoff (1950) that England faced a crisis between c.1540 and 1560, Whitney R.D. Jones (1973) was the first historian to present a systematic analysis of the state of the country’s government and society in this period. That the period witnessed changes in government, politics and religion is not in doubt, but the intensity and influence of those changes have been a subject for debate. Jones argued that the changes were so radical and wide-ranging that they constituted a crisis. In fact, he extended this idea of crisis in the State to include the economy, society and even foreign affairs.


In consequence of Jones’ persuasive study, some historians tended to dismiss the reigns of Edward VI and Mary because they appeared to be riddled with insolvable problems and in permanent crisis. Given that Edward was a child and Mary was a female, the twin evils of rebellion at home and an unwinnable war abroad worked to undermine an already fatally weakened monarchy. Evidence of social unrest, economic collapse, religious division and political faction all conspired to convince historians that the term ‘mid-Tudor crisis’ was indeed an apt description of the period.
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EXTRACT 1


From Whitney R.D. Jones, The Mid-Tudor Crisis 1539–1563, Macmillan, 1973, pp. 190–1.


At a time when it is so fashionable to stress the elements of continuity in history it is barely necessary to observe that the choice of 1563 as the terminal date of this survey of the mid-Tudor crisis, while given at least symbolic validity by the conjunction of events during that year, is convenient rather than definitive. Certainly, the case may seem clearer to historians than it was to contemporaries. The mid-Tudor crisis was above all a crisis of the dynasty. The last years of an ageing and ailing man, and the reigns of a sickly boy and a short-sighted religious zealot, had built up cumulative problems, which by 1558, demanded both short-term solutions and long-term consolidation. The events of the first five years of the reign of Elizabeth I may fairly be described as having provided the first and established the basis of the second.


[image: ]









OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Contents



		Introduction: about this book



		Chapter 1 Context



		Chapter 2 ‘A mid-Tudor crisis’? The Elizabethan inheritance



		1 The reign of Edward VI



		2 The reign of Mary I



		3 Key debate



		Question practice: AQA



		Question practice: OCR













		Chapter 3 The Elizabethan monarchy



		1 Elizabeth I: character and personality



		2 Consolidation of power



		3 Crown, Court and Household



		4 The importance of gender



		Question practice: AQA



		Question practice: OCR













		Chapter 4 Settlement or turmoil? Religion



		1 The religious situation in 1558



		2 Elizabethan Religious Settlement 1559



		3 Key debate



		4 Protestants and Puritans



		5 Catholics and Recusants



		Question practice: AQA



		Question practice: OCR













		Chapter 5 Government, politics and parliament



		1 Central government



		2 Regional and local government



		3 Politics and faction



		4 Parliament



		Question practice: AQA



		Question practice: OCR













		Chapter 6 Foreign affairs



		1 English foreign policy



		2 Relations with Spain



		3 Relations with France



		4 Relations with Scotland



		5 Key debate



		6 Relations with Ireland



		Question practice: AQA



		Question practice: OCR













		Chapter 7 Social and economic affairs



		1 Elizabethan society



		2 The Elizabethan State and the poor



		3 Culture, education and the Renaissance



		4 The Elizabethan economy



		5 Trade and colonisation



		Question practice: AQA



		Question practice: OCR













		Exam focus: AQA



		Exam focus: OCR



		Timeline



		Glossary of terms



		Further reading



		Index











Guide





		Cover



		Copyright



		Contents



		Introduction: about this book











Pages





		cover



		i



		ii



		iii



		iv



		v



		vi



		vii



		viii



		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192



		193



		194



		195



		196



		197



		198



		199



		200



		201



		202



		203



		204



		205



		206



		207



		208











OEBPS/OEBPS/images/tp.gif
access to history

The Later Tudors

1547-1603

6 HORRER

AN HACHETTE UK COMPANY





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/ii-1.gif
MIX

Paper from
responsible sources

}:‘MSE FSC™ C104740






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/question.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/tick1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/tick2.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
The Later Tudors

1547-1603

ROGER TURVEY

200






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/14-1.gif
Henry VIll's legacy

Polltical, rellglous, foreign policy

Edward VI

Humanism and religion

Economic and

Edward Seymour,

John Dudley, Duke of

Followers of

soclal problems Duke of Somerset Northumberland Luther - the
Gatholic Church
needed to be
Rising Inflation / Foreign policy - Stable government / overhauled
Increasing food | [France and Scotland | | the ‘evil counclior®
prices / Kett
rebellion lic and

humanism
infformity

Lady Jane Grey

Succession of Mary |






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/21-1.gif
Personal nvolvement pr— Reputation as
In government lary ‘Bloody Mary"
/ =N
Political Foreign policy Religious policy Economic and
experience of social policy
Council -
Gardiner, Paget, Spain France Restoration
Renard of Roman Rising inflation /
Catholicism

Marriage to Phillp Il
of Spain

War with France —
oss of Calals

bad harvests /

Marriage treaty
1554

Wyatt rebellion
1554

epldemics






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/11-1.jpg
i

Y2 ttrr, ,

R o 'y \‘?&' v






