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      Praise for A WALK WITH CHRIST TO THE CROSS


      “A WALK WITH CHRIST TO THE CROSS is a must-read for every believer or person with questions about Christianity. In the sprit

         of his presentation on the radio, Dawson engages the reader and communicates in a way that anyone can understand the message.”

      


      — Todd Shannon, Clear Channel Radio


      “For decades Dawson McAllister has been leading people to the cross, showing them the significance of Christ’s sacrifice and

         the power in His resurrection. A WALK WITH CHRIST TO THE CROSS is that life-changing message and should be shared with everyone

         you know, whether they have a relationship with Christ or not.”

      


      — Josh D. McDowell, author and speaker


   

      I would like to dedicate this book to my late father, Dr. Eugene McAllister, for his modeling of the Christian life to me.


   

      Foreword


      Nearly twenty years ago I met Dawson McAllister, who changed the direction of my life. I was a burnt-out, fourth-year college

         student in southern California. In addition to my studies, I was a member of a magic club in Beverly Hills and had begun doing

         magic shows for teenagers incorporating the truth of Jesus Christ.

      


      I had grown up not taking ministry to teenagers very seriously, believing it was mainly about entertainment, keeping them

         off the streets and away from temptations.

      


      But then I saw Dawson take a group of ten thousand students on the most detailed encounter of Christ’s journey to the cross

         I had ever experienced. As a twenty-one-year-old who had grown up in the church and studied the Bible on a collegiate level,

         I was refreshed and revived. New hope for others and myself filled my life. Dawson had reconnected me to the story of Christ’s

         brutal crucifixion I had heard hundreds of times.

      


      I was transformed, not only by the message of the cross that I had taken for granted, but also at what I saw happen in the

         lives of the teenagers present. They were still, quiet, and focused as Dawson shared with them for nearly seven hours. And

         in a room of ten thousand, it was rare to see a student get up to go to the bathroom or lean over to a friend to whisper!

         These students were spellbound, captivated by the one story that changes everything about life. I realized I had heard the

         story so many times, I had forgotten to live in its power.

      


      As Jesus had called His disciples, Dawson then asked me to follow him, joining the powerful ministry to teenagers he was leading.

         I left everything I had been doing and joined his conference ministry. The message of the cross compels us to lose our lives,

         knowing that only then can we find them.

      


      So take a walk with Christ to the cross. Whether it is your first time or one of many, I pray your life is never the same

         again.

      


      — Mark Matlock


      President, WisdomWorks Ministries, Irving, Texas
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 PART I


 STEP-BY-STEP


 If I had a time machine, there are many points in history I’d love to visit. Perhaps I’d travel back to famous battles of the

 Civil War or sit in Yankee Stadium watching Babe Ruth hit a home run. I’d love to hear the sound of George Washington’s voice

 as he crossed the Delaware, or I might even peek in on my parents when they were children.

 


 Without a doubt, however, there’s one slice of world history I’d want to see above all the rest. I would love to have observed

 Jesus Christ as He walked this earth two thousand years ago — to hear the love in His voice as He approached common people,

 and His righteous anger when confronting the sin of the Jewish leaders. To watch Him heal the sick and turn water into wine.

 And most of all, to see the courage and determination in His eyes as He laid down His life for the sake of humankind.

 


 Thankfully, I don’t need time travel in order to learn of Jesus’ life and ministry. God has recorded many details of Christ’s

 life in His precious Word, the Bible. Through the eyes of four of Jesus’ faithful followers — Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

 — we have the privilege of watching Jesus complete the most important mission in all of history: His determined walk to the

 Cross.

 


 Come with me, then, as we explore the last fourteen hours of Jesus’ earthly mission. Step-by-step, it will be a journey that

 will change our lives forever.
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      The Betrayer Unmasked


      Thursday, 6:00 p.m.–11:30 p.m.


      What would you say if someone were to ask you, “What is the biggest heart-cry of the typical person today?” In my experience

         it’s really very simple. The average person today is asking, “Does anybody really love me?” People have a deep longing to

         know that they are loved.

      


      As Christians our answer to this question is pretty straightforward: “Yes, somebody loves you. God loves you very much!” Yet

         any cynical individual will then ask a second question: “Really? Prove it. How is it possible to know that God has any love

         for me whatsoever?”

      


      That’s a good question. How can we know that God loves us? And even if we’re assured of His love, is it possible to know the

         extent of His love for you and me?

      


      The greatest proof that God loves you is the fact that Jesus Christ came to this earth to die for you. He loves you so much

         that it cost Him great pain and sacrifice. The Bible says, “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life

         for his friends” (John 15:13 RSV). It also tells us, “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,

         Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8 NASB).

      


      We’re going to start our walk with Christ to the Cross by sitting with Jesus at the Last Supper. We’ll then walk closely alongside

         Him during the last fourteen hours of His life, step-by-step, all the way until His final cry, “It is finished.”

      


      IT’S HARD TO DIE


      There are a lot of reasons why Jesus Christ came to this earth, but I’ll tell you the main reason — He came to die. To be

         honest, it’s hard to die. By the time you read from here to the end of this chapter, a number of individuals across the nation

         will have tried to commit suicide. Statistics show, however, that for every completed suicide there are approximately one

         hundred unsuccessful attempts. You know why? Because it’s hard to die.

      


      I used to work in the psychiatric ward of a hospital and students would often approach me to show the scars on their arms.

         They’d say, “Dawson, I tried to kill myself.” I would tell them, “No, you were just trying to get attention — there are better

         ways of killing yourself than by slitting your wrists.”

      


      We had one man in the psych ward who tried to kill himself twice. The first time he drank Drano, the liquid drain opener.

         Take my advice — do not drink Drano! (It takes away bad breath; actually, it takes away all breath.) He didn’t die, but the

         doctors were forced to remove his esophagus and two-thirds of his stomach, as well as most of his vocal cords. It was not

         a pretty sight.

      


      For the next several months we had to feed him by way of a tube that went directly into his stomach. He could no longer swallow

         his food. After many months of shock treatments and therapy he was sent home. Unfortunately, less than a year later I heard

         he’d tried to kill himself again, this time by holding a shotgun under his chin and pulling the trigger. But as he pulled

         the trigger something inside him said, “I want to live!” This caused him to jerk the gun forward as it exploded, blowing off

         the front of his face.

      


      Once again he was with us in the psych ward. His nose was now pretty well gone, his sinuses were destroyed, and just a flap

         of skin covered what used to be his nostrils. One day as we were draining his sinuses and putting some gravy stuff into his

         stomach, he looked up at me and whispered with his hoarse voice, “I wanna die — I wanna die.” You know what? I believed him.

         He’d certainly done his best to make it happen.

      


      What amazed me was that deep within his soul, even as he was pulling that trigger, something inside him said, “Live!” You

         know why? Because it’s hard to die.

      


      How easy was it for Jesus Christ to die? Not easy at all. The Bible says that Jesus is the source of life — all life has come

         from Him. Can you imagine, then, that the Person from whom all life originated was born to die?

      


      Yet He didn’t just die a normal death; His suffering was beyond description. Think about this fact: if you were to add up

         all the sufferings of humankind for all of eternity, they would not equal the amount of suffering Jesus experienced as He

         hung on the cross. Now that’s mind-blowing!

      


      Yes, Jesus came to die, but it wasn’t easy. In fact, the closer He came to the moment of His death, the more distressed and

         troubled He became. Finally, that moment arrived during the feast of the Passover.

      


      THE GOD WHO PASSES OVER


      It was during these last days of Jesus’ life that the Jews were celebrating the Passover feast in Jerusalem. You may or may

         not know much about the Passover, so let me explain. It’s important to understand the significance of this feast to the history

         of Israel. In fact, the last meal that Jesus shared with His disciples was the Passover meal. So, what’s this Passover all

         about?

      


      Early in Israel’s history God spoke to His prophet Moses while on the back side of the Arabian Desert. God said, “Moses.”

         Moses said, “What?” (I’m paraphrasing here.) God said, “Go and tell Pharaoh to let My people go.” You may remember that God’s

         people, the Israelites, were slaves to the Egyptians at the time, and the pharaoh was their king.

      


      So Moses said to Pharaoh, “Hey, Pharaoh, God says to let His people go!” Pharaoh’s response? “Forget you, buddy.”


      So God said to Pharaoh, “Hey, Pharaoh, are you into frogs? Lots and lots of frogs?” So yea, verily, verily, there were frogs

         throughout the land.

      


      Moses went back to Pharaoh a second time, but again the Egyptian king refused. Then God said, “Hey, Pharaoh, are you into

         grasshoppers?” So there were lots and lots of grasshoppers all throughout Egypt.

      


      This is how it went, plague after plague, until finally God said to Moses, “Okay, this is what I’m going to do. I’m going

         to send My angel of death all throughout Egypt, and I’m going to kill the firstborn of every family.” Can you imagine? That

         would be tragic, wouldn’t it?

      


      But God wasn’t done speaking. “Now this is what I want you to tell every Israelite family,” He continued. “Tell them to take

         a lamb and slay it, then take its blood and put it on the doorframe. And when I send My angel of death throughout all of Egypt,

         when the angel sees that blood, he will pass over your home without harming your child.”

      


      That evening it happened just as God said. The next morning wailing was heard throughout the land of Egypt. Even Pharaoh lost

         his firstborn son; he finally got a clue, and he let God’s people go.

      


      I’m sure you know the story from here. The Israelites left Egypt and headed out into the desert, but Pharaoh soon changed

         his mind and sent his Egyptian marines in hot pursuit. God opened the Red Sea to allow His people across, and then closed

         it on the Egyptians as they gave chase. Every one of the pursuers was drowned. (I guess you could say those Egyptians all

         became Baptists on that day!)

      


      So what’s the significance of the Passover? You see, when the angel of death came over the land, God didn’t ask people, “Hey,

         are you good-looking? Are you smart? Are you wise?” He didn’t ask any of those things. Do you know what He was looking for?

         The blood. That’s all He wanted to see — the blood of a spotless lamb painted on each doorframe.

      


      The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is our Passover. What does that mean? When you and I someday stand before God in judgment,

         He’s not going to look at us and say, “Hey, were you good-looking? Were you rich? Were you a pom-pom girl or a football star?

         Did you have a successful life in the world’s eyes?”

      


      No, He’s not going to ask any of those things. Do you know what He’s going to say? He’ll say, “Was the blood of Christ over

         you?” In other words, have you trusted Christ for His forgiveness, allowing His death to pay the penalty for your sins? If

         this is true of you, the Bible says you are no longer under judgment, for Christ was judged in your place. In this way Christ

         is our Passover — His judgment will pass over you.

      


      THE ONE WHO WOULD BETRAY


      Now we go to the Upper Room and Jesus’ last meal with His disciples. He first washed their feet and then taught them many

         things during supper. The Bible says,

      


      After Jesus had said these things and while they were still reclining at the table and eating, He became deeply troubled and

         said, “I’m telling you the truth: One of you will betray Me, even someone who is eating with Me!” The disciples became extremely

         distressed and looked around at each other, wondering who He meant. They began to ask each other which one of them might do

         this. One by one they asked Him, “Lord, am I the one?” (Matt. 26:21–22; Mark 14:18–19; Luke 22:23; John 13:21–22 TGL, p. 220)

      


      In order to get the correct picture in our minds, we must understand that in those days people reclined at a table on pillows

         instead of sitting on chairs. Maybe you’ve heard the old joke about this event. Question: “What were Christ’s last words at

         the Last Supper?” Answer: “All of you who want to get in the picture get on this side of the table.”

      


      Basically, what they had here was a table that was U-shaped. They would lean on the table with one elbow and then use the

         opposite hand for eating. As a person ate he would have one person next to him and another person behind him. That’s why the

         Bible says that John was “leaning back on Jesus’ breast” (John 13:25 NKJV). This makes us believe that John was seated next

         to Jesus that evening, with Judas on Jesus’ other side, or at least very close to Him.

      


      So there they are, eating the Passover meal and listening to Jesus’ last-minute instructions, when something awful happens.

         Christ has already been sorrowful during that entire week, but now it’s the night before the Crucifixion, and He becomes extremely

         sorrowful.

      


      The passage tells us that Jesus became “deeply troubled.” Do you know what that means? The Greek word translated “troubled

         in spirit” is a phrase used by those who work with horses. I don’t know if you’re into horses, but I am. When a horse gets

         agitated and gives a peculiar shudder and a snort, you’d better get out of the way — the horse is upset. The Bible says that

         Jesus uttered this same kind of guttural, painful groan — He was very, very troubled.

      


      Christ’s whole expression and the tone of His voice must have changed dramatically. Something awful grabbed hold of Christ’s

         spirit and shook Him deep within, causing Him intense mental, emotional and spiritual pain. Jesus was announcing that one

         of His own, who would later be revealed as Judas Iscariot, was going to betray Him. Working with Satan, this tragic figure

         of history — in an act of cruelty, cowardice, and hard-heartedness — would hand Jesus over to His murderous enemies.

      


      Why was Jesus so troubled in spirit at the thought of Judas’ betrayal? To help answer this question, let’s look at two prophecies

         that predicted the Messiah’s betrayal at the hand of a friend. Both come from the Psalms, where the words and experiences

         of King David foreshadow the suffering of the Christ. In Psalm 41:9 David was saddened over the fact that “even my close friend,

         whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me” (NIV). And again, in Psalm 55:12–14, David wrote,

      


      If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it;


      if a foe were raising himself against me, I could hide from him.


      But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend,


      with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship as we walked with the throng at the house of God. (NIV)


      Jesus knew these psalms, and surely they were in His mind as He experienced the betrayal of His close friend and follower,

         Judas.

      


      Then Jesus announced, “I’m telling you the truth: One of you will betray Me, even someone who is eating with Me!” This was

         hard for Jesus, because He then had to reveal the betrayer as Judas Iscariot, a person He cared for very much. I have a couple

         of boys, both of whom I’ve adopted. I love them so much I would die for them. But remember this: Jesus loved Judas a million

         times more than you and I have ever loved anybody. He was upset that someone He loved so much was going to betray Him. No

         wonder He was troubled.

      


      As for the rest of the disciples, this talk of a betrayer must have hit them like a ton of bricks. The Bible says a hushed

         silence came over the room, then each of them began to look around in order to see who it might be. Who had a guilty look

         about him? Was it Matthew? Was it John? Their eyes bounced from man to man. Was it Peter? The person Jesus was talking about

         was at the table — it was one of them — but they couldn’t figure it out.

      


      They even got into small groups, and in these groups they had discussions. “Who is the betrayer?” they wondered together.

         Still, they couldn’t figure out the answer. After some time, they finally approached Christ one by one, saying, “Lord, is

         it I?”

      


      Let me ask you a question at this point in the story. If you had been in the room that night, what would’ve come to your mind?

         What weakness in your life might have caused a shadow of guilt to fall over you, perhaps prompting you to ask the question,

         “Lord, is it I?” Every one of us should ask ourselves this question.

      


      But now back to the story.


      He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping his hand in the dish with Me. Look, the hand of the one who

         is betraying Me is with Me on the table. The Son of Man will indeed go as it has been determined and predicted in the Scriptures.

         But how awful it will be for the one who betrays Him! It would have been better for that man if he had never been born.” (Matt.

         26:23–24; Mark 14:20–21; Luke 22:21–22 TGL, p. 221)

      


      Ah, now Judas “ how-could-you-do-this” Iscariot has just figured out that Jesus knows what he knows. Always an actor, Judas

         himself leans over to Christ and says, “Rabbi, am I the one?” (Matt. 26:25 TGL, p. 221). And Jesus replies, “You have said

         it yourself” (26:25 TGL, p. 221), which is Greek slang for our modern phrase “Right on, buddy,” or, “You’ve got that right.”

      


      THE BETRAYER UNMASKED


      Who is this man Judas Iscariot? How could someone live with Jesus Christ for three long years, then turn against Him? Judas

         spent time with the greatest teacher who ever taught, the greatest preacher who ever preached, and the greatest healer who

         ever healed. Jesus was the most fantastic man in all of history. How, then, could Judas now betray the Son of God?

      


      The mystery of Judas Iscariot has been called the darkest mystery in the Bible. The Scriptures don’t reveal much about Judas’s

         background. He must have had some great potential, some unique qualities that Jesus saw in him. As a result, Jesus gave Judas

         the most honored opportunity of all — the privilege of walking with Him personally.

      


      From the Scriptures we know that Judas . . .


      •	Knew Christ face-to-face.


      •	Walked with Christ every day.


      •	Heard most of what Christ taught.


      •	Witnessed most of what Christ accomplished.


      •	Was trained to be an apostle by Christ Himself.


      •	Served on witnessing tours under Christ’s personal command.


      •	Was a leader among the disciples, and was respected by them.


      •	Was an outstanding business leader.


      •	Was the treasurer of the group.


      •	Enjoyed the love and camaraderie of his fellow disciples.


      •	Was warned of sin’s consequences by Christ Him self.


      There’s much to be said for the strengths and opportunities Judas had been given. He had the potential and rare opportunity

         for real greatness. Yet he fell to the depths of evil. Why? What fatal flaws caused him to turn his back on Jesus Christ?

         There are at least two made clear in Scripture.

      


      JUDAS AND SELFISH AMBITION


      First, it would appear Judas had the flaw of selfish ambition. Evidently he joined up with Christ for all the wrong reasons.

         Like many Jews of his day, Judas had a basic misunderstanding regarding the Messiah. He thought Christ was going to trample

         all religious and political obstacles and set up a kingdom on this earth. Judas had great hopes for Jesus, expecting Him to

         gather a huge following that would ignore the religious leaders and free Israel from the iron rule of Rome. Perhaps he even

         told himself that once the kingdom was in place, Judas himself would become Christ’s prime minister. He followed Jesus out

         of selfish ambition instead of humbly serving Christ as the true and living God!

      


      At first, it appears some of Judas’s expectations were being met. Crowds began to follow Jesus, hoping He would declare Himself

         the Messiah. And Jesus performed great miracles and preached powerful sermons. All the while, the religious leaders seemed

         powerless to stop Him. Judas must have said to himself, Yes, this is the man. When He hits it big, I’ll be right there with Him.


      I met a man a few years ago who was a store manager for a guy named Sam Walton. One day Sam told him, “I’m going to start

         a bunch of stores, and you’d be wise to buy as much stock in this company as you can.” So this guy begged and borrowed until

         he had $50,000 to invest. Today, of course, we recognize these stores by the name Wal-Mart. This man, who is now worth $700

         million, was in the right spot at the right time, and he made the best of it. Maybe this is how Judas viewed his relationship

         with Jesus. He couldn’t wait until Jesus took the Roman Empire by force — he would be right there with Him!

      


      Over time, though, Christ’s ministry began to change, and Judas didn’t like what he saw. For example, Jesus would say things

         that offended His large following. He didn’t tell the crowds what they wanted to hear, but instead spoke things that made

         them uncomfortable. And rather than amassing an army to fight the Romans, Jesus spent His days with the poor and the sick

         — even tax collectors and the least influential members of society. This must have grated on Judas’s nerves.

      


      Beyond all this, Jesus made it clear that His kingdom was not of this world. He even talked of His quickly approaching death

         at the hands of His enemies. Obviously, this was not going as Judas had planned, and he became increasingly bitter; Jesus

         was not the Messiah he had hoped for. Not at all.

      


      THE POINT OF TURNING


      You may say, “Dawson, can you pinpoint the moment when Judas turned against Christ?” I believe I can; it was approximately

         one year before the Crucifixion. Jesus had just fed five thousand men with five small loaves of bread and two fishes. The

         following day Jesus crossed to the other side of the Sea of Galilee to rest. When the crowd realized Jesus was gone, they

         got into boats and went to Capernaum to find Him. It must have been an amazing sight — hundreds of boats arriving on the far

         shore, coming to see Christ. Perhaps Judas saw this as the moment when Jesus would announce the establishment of His earthly

         kingdom.

      


      Instead, Jesus not only offended the crowds but also infuriated them by His words and actions. He even scolded them for their

         wrong fleshly motives. Instead of endearing Himself to those who wanted to make Him king, He taught things that were difficult

         to understand. They wanted a Messiah who would lead them to overthrow Rome. When Jesus refused to fit their mold most of them

         turned away, wanting nothing to do with Him. This must have infuriated Judas. It’s my belief that this was the day, after

         nearly two years of following Christ, Judas aligned with the crowds and became bitter toward Jesus. His heart began to turn

         against his Master.

      


      If that’s true, why did Judas continue as one of Christ’s disciples? Perhaps he believed he could still force Jesus toward

         a political agenda. Or maybe he was already scheming about how he might betray Him. It could be he felt trapped, not knowing

         how to walk away from it all. Whatever the reason, I’m sure he felt he’d wasted two years on a dream that was now dashed to

         pieces.

      


      JUDAS AND HIS GREED


      Not only was Judas flawed by selfish ambition, but he also possessed an unquenchable desire for money. He had the fatal flaw

         of greed. The story of Jesus and Mary at Bethany tells of Judas’s greed and his embezzlement of the disciples’ money:

      


      Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner

         was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about

         a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was

         filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected,

         “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” He did not say this because he

         cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into

         it. (John 12:1–6 NIV)

      


      Ah, Judas. Now it’s clear what motivated him at the core. Did he care about people? Did he even care about his Master, Jesus,

         who was telling the disciples about His impending death? Not at all. Judas cared about no one but himself, as evidenced by

         his selfish ambition and his lust for personal gain.

      


      Soon after the event with the perfume, Judas decided to strike a deal with Jesus’ enemies, the Jewish leaders. His anger had

         reached a boiling point, and he was now ready to help those who wanted Jesus destroyed. The leaders needed Judas’s help in

         identifying Jesus. They could recognize Christ during the day, but were afraid to arrest Him in daylight for fear it would

         cause a riot. They wanted to find Him under the cover of night, but they were afraid they would not be able to identify Jesus

         in the darkness.

      


      Judas, with his inside knowledge of Christ’s whereabouts, became valuable to the religious leaders. He knew where Christ was

         at all times, and could easily point Him out in the darkness. Needless to say, the leaders must have been very pleased when

         bitter Judas came to them and offered his services. In Matthew 26:14–16 we’re told: “Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot,

         went to the chief priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?’ And they weighed out thirty pieces

         of silver to him. From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Jesus” (NASB).

      


      THE MOMENT OF DECISION


      And so, eating with Christ and the disciples at the Last Supper, the simmering bitterness and greed of Judas Iscariot came

         to a head. Events were happening quickly, and Judas felt the pressure to act. When John asked Jesus to reveal the betrayer’s

         identity, Christ did so by practicing a familiar custom. He took a cracker or piece of bread and dipped it into a sauce that

         was on the table. He then offered it to Judas. This was a Jewish custom, a means of offering friendship. Remarkably, it appears

         that Christ was offering Judas one more chance to repent of his evil plan and commit himself to his Master.

      


      For a few brief seconds Judas stood on the brink of life and death, heaven and hell. Yet he stayed with his earlier decision

         to turn against Jesus, and in doing so rejected His offer of love. Immediately, Satan himself entered into Judas. Knowing

         this, Jesus commanded Judas, “What you are about to do, do quickly” (John 13:27 NIV). That is to say, I know your plans with the Jewish leaders, so I command you to get on with it!


      The drama in the Upper Room had reached its conclusion. Judas left the room and headed into the darkness to perform his horrendous

         crime. The other disciples were confused about what was taking place, never suspecting what Judas had in mind. Jesus, however,

         knew His steps toward the Cross were now quickening.

      


      LESSONS TO LEARN


      The story of Judas Iscariot tells us much we can apply to our own lives. It’s possible to be . . .


      •	Loved by Jesus


      •	Gifted


      •	Around other Christians


      •	Students of the teachings of Christ


      •	A “supposed” Christian leader


      •	One who witnesses supernatural miracles


      •	Respected by others


      . . . and still be an enemy of Christ. Unless we turn from our fatal flaws (sin) and believe Christ for who He is (Lord and

         Savior), it’s possible we too might find ourselves disappointed in the message of the Cross. As with Judas, this can only

         lead to eternal tragedy.

      


   

      2


      Peter Will Be “Sifted”


      Have you ever wondered what it was like to be one of Jesus’ disciples? It would have been a tremendous privilege to live alongside

         the Messiah. He is the Hope of the Ages, the Son of God — how fascinating to watch His every move, to hang on His every word.

         Yet there was a cost involved as well, for with great privilege comes great responsibility. The disciples often found themselves

         in the eye of the storm, witnessing spiritual battles that would determine the very destiny of humankind. Thus, we see these

         men at their best and their worst as they struggle to live out their faith in the midst of great conflict.

      


      Of all the personalities revealed in the pages of the New Testament, Peter, the burly fisherman, is one of the most colorful.

         No one can read the story of Jesus without being drawn to Peter; marveling at his boldness, yet cringing at his failures.

         Peter’s rough-hewn determination to follow Jesus, combined with the pitfalls of his human frailty, provide a stark backdrop

         for Jesus’ walk to the Cross. Peter’s impulsive, often reckless actions disclose a heart that’s immature yet childlike in

         its love for the Savior. His dramatic story helps us understand the events leading to the Crucifixion. It also gives us a

         glimpse within ourselves. There’s much for us to learn from Peter’s remarkable story.

      


      Who was this boisterous follower of Jesus named Peter? Like Jesus, he was a native of Galilee, a region in northern Israel.

         Galileans had an accent that was easily recognized by people in other parts of Israel, and were considered “lower class” than

         those in other regions. We also know Peter was a fisherman by trade, along with his brother Andrew and their partners, James

         and John. Initially, Peter and Andrew were disciples of John the Baptist. They became disciples of Jesus, however, when John

         revealed Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29 NASB).
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