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Introduction



Sir Winston Churchill’s words defined the political land-scape of an era—and forever changed the course of human history. The eloquence and passion of his wartime speeches galvanised the British nation in its heroic stand against the Nazi aggression that had brought the Continent to its knees, and rallied people from all corners of the earth to join in the fight for freedom. After the conflict’s end, he was the first to fully comprehend the new dynamics of the Cold War world—he coined the term “Iron Curtain,” dedicated himself to trans-Atlantic cooperation, and called for a “United States of Europe.”
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During his long public career, Churchill served six monarchs, fought in battles on four continents, and served 62 years in Parliament, holding Cabinet offices such as Undersecretary of State for the Colonies, Home Secretary, and First Lord of the Admiralty, in addition to his two terms as Prime Minister. Further, Churchill wrote 42 volumes of history, memoir, essays, and collected works, a myriad of journalistic articles, and countless speeches, for which he never employed a speechwriter. For his service to the crown and to the world, he was named a Knight of the Garter; for his service to the world of letters, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.


To merely list Churchill’s tremendous achievements, however, would not fully illuminate the breadth of his experiences and interests. As well as soldier, statesman, and orator, he was a talented painter, a successful sportsman, and a unionised stonemason. He was not only a great writer, but moreover a great wit: “In my behalf,” he once said, “you cannot deal with the most serious things in the world unless you can understand the most amusing.” For this reason, the editors have included an ample array of Sir Winston’s wisdom, ridiculous and sublime, in the pages that follow, so that all may enjoy the heart, humour, and humanity of the man who changed the world.


[image: ]


[image: ]





Biography



In 2002 the BBC conducted a poll among the people of the United Kingdom, asking them to name the greatest individuals in British history for the series 100 Greatest Britons. Winston Churchill ranked first. In roles as a soldier, statesman, Nobel Prize-winning author, artist, and political leader during the darkest days of the twentieth century, Churchill’s words and actions shaped the course of history and inspired not only British subjects but people all over the world.


He made his greatest mark on the world as Britain’s prime minister, but Churchill’s ancestors were from both sides of the Atlantic. His father, Lord Randolph Churchill, married American socialite Jennie Jerome and they had their first son, Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill, on November 30, 1874. For the rest of his life one of Winston’s greatest inspirations to achieve and make a difference in the world was to honor the memory of his father, who died when Winston was only twenty-one.
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