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Once upon a time there lived a boy called Jack. He and his mother were very poor. 
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“We don’t have enough to eat,” said Jack’s mother. “We will have to sell the cow to buy some food.”
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 So Jack had to take the cow to market.
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On the way to the market they met a strange little man.
“That’s a fine cow you have,” said the man. “Will you sell her to me?”
“Yes,” said Jack gladly. “How much will you give me?”
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“I’ll give you five beans,” replied the man.
“Five beans!” gasped Jack. “That’s 
not enough.” 
“Aah, but they are magic,”  the man smiled.
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