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WELCOME TO Rocky Mountain National Park



10 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR...


TAKE THE ROCKY PLEDGE


ROCKY MOUNTAIN VICINITY CAMPGROUNDS


IN THE PARK


BEST OF Rocky Mountain National Park


BEST IN ONE DAY


VISITING IN AUTUMN


FAMILY FUN


Best Day Hikes


ESCAPE THE CROWDS


Gaga for Glaciers


WINTER ADVENTURES


EXPLORING INDIGENOUS HISTORY


Rocky Mountain National Park is a world of extremes. Within one hour, visitors can find themselves soaking up the sun under bluebird skies, then frantically piling on layers as a snow squall unapologetically sweeps through.


Massive landforms capped in brilliant white rise sharply from the valley floors, drawing your gaze ever upward. In the park’s alpine tundra—above 11,000 feet (3,353 meters) in elevation—an ecosystem low to the ground is equally fascinating. Colorful, compact plants have adapted to harsh environs and are hardly ruffled, even in the presence of howling winds. Squeaky, beady-eyed pikas scurry about urgently, collecting and storing food.


Sensory delights wait around every corner: lakes glossy and lustrous, like shiny silver dollars; cool, skin-tingling sprays from tumbling waterfalls; butterscotch-scented ponderosa pine trees. The nature is intoxicating.


The park’s treasures are hardly secret. The park, much of it a designated wilderness area, experiences an annual visitation of more than four million people. Visitors flock here for the scenic grandeur, watchable wildlife, and recreational opportunities. Spending time in this small cross section of the 3,000-mi (4,830-km) Rocky Mountain range nourishes the soul. You can’t help but experience the present moment inside the park’s boundaries.


Indigenous people—primarily Ute and Arapaho—first settled on this magnificent land, followed by early explorers in pursuit of abundance and opportunity. It was U.S. president Woodrow Wilson who formally established this as a protected region in 1915. The park, affectionately known as “Rocky,” has enjoyed a remarkable first century-plus.


Here’s to another wild and wonderful 100 years.
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Bear Lake






10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Taking a Scenic Drive: View stunning landscapes and observe the transitions between montane, subalpine, and tundra ecosystems along Old Fall River Road and Trail Ridge Road.
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2 Experiencing Autumn: Schedule a trip for September or October, when the leaves are turning and the elk are bugling.
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3 Hiking in the Mountains: Pull on some sturdy boots and travel along one of Rocky’s many hiking paths.
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4 Joining a Ranger-Led Program: From guiding snowshoe walks to leading Junior Ranger activities for kids, Rocky’s rangers facilitate a wide variety of educational and fun experiences in the park.
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5 Visiting a Lake: Rocky’s bodies of water include remote beauties nestled among tall trees and easily accessible, lower-elevation lakes. Enjoy the sunrise, picnic, or wiggle your toes in “beach” sand.







[image: image]


6 Exploring the Tundra: Visit the largest expanse of tundra in the Lower 48. Discover tiny flowers that thrive above the tree line, and witness pikas gathering food for winter.
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7 Embarking on a Winter Adventure: Enjoy views of snowcapped peaks from the comfort of your vehicle or get your blood pumping with a saucer ride down Rocky’s Hidden Valley sledding hill.
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8 Riding Horseback: Recall the romance of the Wild West on a guided horseback ride. Tours of varying lengths depart from Glacier Creek Stables.
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9 Watching Wildlife: Observe (from a safe distance) animals eating, bugling, sleeping, mating, and caring for their young.
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10 Sleeping Under the Stars: Immerse yourself in nature on a camping or backpacking trip. Gaze up at celestial bodies from the comfort of your sleeping bag and soak up the quiet.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


Bear Lake and the East Side


Bear Lake is the most visited region in the park, and understandably so. Glacial cirques, wildflower-filled meadows, and sparkling lakes pack a scenic punch, and Moraine Park features one of the most picturesque mountain views in the entire park. Bear Lake, Sprague Lake, and Alberta Falls are easily accessible, family-friendly destinations, and many other scenic hiking trails beg to be explored. The area is home to three campgrounds, two visitor centers, the Moraine Park Discovery Center, and one horse stable. The gateway town of Estes Park is a short car ride away.
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Moraine Park





Longs Peak and Wild Basin


From many locations inside and outside of the park, visitors are able to see Longs Peak rising majestically from the earth, cresting at 14,259 feet (4,346 meters). The most popular route to the top of this towering spectacle starts from the busy Longs Peak Trailhead on the east side. Climbers start their grueling 10- to 15-hour trek here in the early hours of the morning and often camp at the park’s Longs Peak Campground. Shorter (yet still challenging) hiking trails in the vicinity lead to Estes Cone and Chasm Lake. A few miles up the road from the Longs Peak turnoff is Lily Lake, a great location for bird-watching and spotting wildflowers. Wild Basin is a paradise for hikers, who are richly rewarded with stunning views of gushing waterfalls and serene lakes.
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Trail Ridge Road


On summer days, traffic rumbles along at a nearly constant pace on Trail Ridge Road. As the only vehicle thoroughfare that spans the east and west sides of the park, this road is notable for being the highest continuous road in the United States. Milner Pass—one of the many pullouts along the road—is the easiest place in the park to stand on the Continental Divide. Visitors are fascinated by the creatures and plants of the alpine tundra and flock to the Tundra Communities Trail to get their fill. At 11,796 feet (3,595 meters), the Alpine Visitor Center is a popular rest stop and the highest national park visitor center. Old Fall River Road, which intersects Trail Ridge Road at the visitor center, was the first road built in the park and is heavily traveled in the summer.


Kawuneeche Valley


Water and wide-open spaces are the main attractions in the Kawuneeche Valley, which—compared with the east side of the park—is less congested with people and therefore much quieter. The west side’s many meadows are prime places to enjoy a moment of solitude and watch for wildlife, especially elk and moose. The legendary Colorado River snakes its way through the valley and is a big draw for fly-fishing aficionados. One campground, Timber Creek, can be found here, and two of the best family-friendly hikes in the park are located off Highway 34/Trail Ridge Road: Holzwarth Historic Site and Coyote Valley Trail. Downtown Grand Lake is a few miles away from the Kawuneeche Visitor Center.


Lumpy Ridge and the Mummy Range


Hiking trails around Lumpy Ridge are usually the first to thaw out in the springtime, and they lead to pretty destinations such as Gem Lake and Bridal Veil Falls. Lumpy Ridge is a rock climber’s dream and has many bumpy geologic features—with names like Twin Owls and Pear Buttress—to scale. Along the Black Canyon Trail and the greater Lumpy Ridge Loop, running is especially popular. In the Mummy Range, humans have blazed only a few trails to the area’s lakes, which are located miles away from any form of civilization. A quiet trail leading to a striking canyon, Little Yellowstone, starts from the northwestern corner of the park. U.S. Forest Service campgrounds Long Draw and Grandview—located outside the park—accommodate overnight visitors to this remote region.


Gateways


On the east side of Rocky, Estes Park is the busiest gateway town, featuring many hotels, lodges, campgrounds, restaurants, and shops. Visitors destined for the national park are sometimes sidetracked here for days by all of the activities available, including an aerial tramway, golf, and boating on Lake Estes. On the west side, the town of Grand Lake is known for its namesake body of water, a quaint boardwalk lined with shops, and the Rocky Mountain Repertory Theatre. Lodging and dining options are also plentiful in Grand Lake. South of Grand Lake, in the Arapaho National Recreation Area, visitors enjoy boating, fishing, camping, and osprey viewing.


WHEN TO GO


High Season (mid-June-early Oct.)


In the summer, lakes sparkle in the sunshine, birds belt out tunes, colorful blooms carpet meadows, and torrents of water spill forth from waterfalls. Visitors are awestruck by the beauty of the park in the warm months. The full length of Trail Ridge Road is open, and Old Fall River Road typically opens around the Fourth of July. The upshot about summer is that everyone else has the same idea as you to come at this glorious time of year. Parking lots can be crowded and the lines long to board the park’s free shuttles. The trails are more populated, and vigilance is needed to snag a shady bench or picnic table. To experience solitude on a summer hike, heed this advice: The earlier you go, the farther you go, and the higher you go, the fewer people you will see. Sticking around on a clear evening to hike a shorter trail or sightsee has its advantages.


To enjoy a peaceful experience in the early fall, plan a weekday visit rather than a weekend getaway. Park administrators have conducted research that shows weekend visitation in September is 50 percent greater than visitation on weekdays. In the summer, mornings are often sunny, with afternoon thunderstorms typical. In the early fall, the daytime temperature ranges from warm to cool, and rain showers happen less frequently.


Mid-Season (early Oct.-Nov.)


Trails are still busy with hikers this time of year, and the elk rut—which starts in early September and lasts until mid-October—is a huge attraction for tourists. Shutterbugs delight in foliage that changes from verdant green to a brilliant palette of gold, red, and orange. Autumn unfolds on the west side of the park slightly earlier than on the east side. On or around Columbus Day, in early October, Trail Ridge Road and the Alpine Visitor Center close until the following summer season. Old Fall River Road typically closes by early October. Other features around the park shut down in stages after the summer rush, including the Junior Ranger Headquarters in Hidden Valley (Aug.); the Longs Peak, Aspenglen, Glacier Basin, and Timber Creek Campgrounds (Sept.); and the free shuttle bus system (mid-Oct.). Moraine Park Campground (year-round) regularly fills on fall weekends. In late October or November, when foot traffic is slowing, some business owners in Grand Lake and Estes Park temporarily shut their doors until the snowy season arrives. Pack a sweater, a warm hat, and snow clothes during this time of year; you might need them all.




If You’re Looking For...


• BACKPACKING: Sleep under the stars along the park’s portion of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail.


• BICYCLING: Take a two-wheeled tour of Old Fall River Road or Trail Ridge Road before and after the summer throngs appear. Weather permitting, the park opens these two roads to bicycles in the spring—before automobiles and motorcycles are allowed—and also allows cyclists in mid- to late fall, after the roads close to motorized vehicles.


• BUDGET-FRIENDLY: Learn about flora and fauna, constellations, glaciers, and other topics in a free, ranger-led program.


• CAMPING: Get cozy in your tent at Aspenglen Campground, the park’s second-smallest campground with 52 sites. The spot is convenient to Highways 34 and 36, which lead to east-side sights and trails.


• DRIVING TOURS: Fuel up in Estes Park, then putter west along the first automobile route through the park, Old Fall River Road. Make your way back to the east side via Trail Ridge Road, one of America’s Byways.


• FISHING: Catch a brook trout or two in the Big Thompson River.


• HISTORIC SITES: Check out rustic cabins and outbuildings at Holzwarth Historic Site, which once operated as a dude ranch.
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a former guest cabin at the Holzwarth Historic Site





• HORSEBACK RIDING: From the Glacier Creek Stables, depart for a three-hour horseback riding adventure.


• KID-FRIENDLY OPTIONS: Attend a Junior Ranger program at the Junior Ranger Headquarters in Hidden Valley (summer only).


• ROCK CLIMBING: Scale the walls of the Twin Owls, accessible from the Lumpy Ridge Trailhead. Note that raptor-nesting closures for this area of the park occur mid-February-July.


• SOLITUDE: Plan a visit for January or February, typically the two quietest months of the year, and go snowshoeing on the Colorado River Trail in the Kawuneeche Valley.


• WATERFALLS: Visit three outstanding gushers in Wild Basin: Copeland Falls, Calypso Cascades, and Ouzel Falls.
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Fall is an especially beautiful time to visit the park.





Low Season (Dec.-mid-June)


There is no better season than winter in which to find peacefulness in Rocky. Visit during this time of year and you will find near-empty parking lots, quiet roads, trails with untracked snow, and wildlife still romping about. A handful of smaller roads are closed off—along with Trail Ridge Road and Old Fall River Road—but the main traffic arteries are open. Hidden Valley’s sledding hill opens up for family fun, and ranger-led programs change focus to winter topics. Popular recreational activities include cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. In Grand Lake, some restaurants, businesses, and lodges stay closed all winter. In both gateway towns, numerous establishments shut their doors briefly in early spring, when trails have turned to slush and mud, and when business is consequently slow. On the plus side, at hotels that stay open year-round, lodging prices are often more reasonable in the off-season than they are in the busy season. Pasqueflowers can make their first appearance as early as March, and numerous wild animals emerge from hibernation about the same time. Around early May, visitation starts to pick up from a slow trickle to a steady stream, but it is still possible to sit in deep contemplation by a thawing river without being disturbed by anyone. Many people are eager to get on the trails at this point but are stymied by lingering snow and variable weather conditions. On Memorial Day, the barriers come down for the closed-off portion of Trail Ridge Road, barring any late-season snowstorms.


Be prepared for snow and cold temperatures in the winter; the west side of the park sees considerably more snow than the east side. In the spring, the weather can be sunny one day and snowing the next; your suitcase should contain short-sleeve shirts and a thick winter jacket as options.


BEFORE YOU GO


Park Fees and Passes


A one-day pass for an automobile is $30; for a seven-day pass, the fee is $35. Individuals traveling by motorcycle or moped pay $25 for a one-day entrance pass and $30 for a seven-day pass. Bicyclists and pedestrians pay a $15 fee for a one-day visit. Visitors can pay admission fees by credit card only at park entrance stations. An electronic payment option for one- and seven-day park passes is available online (www.recreation.gov). U.S. armed services veterans and Gold Star dependents are granted free admission to the park with a valid ID.


A Rocky Mountain National Park Annual Pass costs $70 and can be purchased in person at any entrance station or online (www.recreation.gov). The pass grants one year of unlimited entry to the park for the cardholder and either one motorcycle passenger, or up to 15 passengers of a private vehicle. Entrance station staff will ask you to present a photo ID every time you enter the park with your card.


The America the Beautiful Pass series grants holders access to Rocky, the Arapaho National Recreation Area, and more than 2,000 additional federal recreation sites. The America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Annual Pass is $80 and the best deal for anyone planning to tour multiple national parks and/or monuments in one calendar year. Purchase your pass at any park entrance station or online at https://store.usgs.gov.


Each year, the park announces a short list of free entrance days. These days typically include Martin Luther King Jr. Day in January; the first day of National Park Week in April; the Great American Outdoors Act anniversary in August; National Public Lands Day in September; and Veterans Day in November. However, special events during any given year can dictate a slightly different list.


Any individual 16 years of age and older who wishes to fish in the park must carry a valid Colorado fishing license. Permits can be obtained through Colorado Parks and Wildlife (800/244-5613, https://cpw.state.co.us [URL inactive]).


Timed Entry Permit


An entrance fee or pass may be purchased at Recreation.gov ahead of your visit, or at the entrance station when you arrive. From Memorial Day weekend until late October, when visitation is high, a Timed Entry Permit ($2) is also needed to the enter the park during certain hours. Timed Entry Permits are obtained at Recreation.gov. These permits become available online one month out and are snapped up quickly. For the best chance at success, set up your Recreation.gov account ahead of time and be ready to click on your permit of choice right when the reservation period opens at 8am.


One permit provides access to all areas of the park—except Bear Lake Road—between 9am and 2pm daily. A different permit is needed if you wish to access popular sights and hiking trails along Bear Lake Road between 5am and 6pm daily. With either permit, you will need to enter the park during a designated two-hour window. Visitors entering the park with a Timed Entry Permit for Bear Lake Road may exit and return that same day any time after 2pm. Morning permits are the first to sell out, as hikers are naturally eager to get early start. Park visitation outside of designated Timed Entry Permit hours only requires an entrance fee or valid park pass.


Reservations at Moraine Park, Aspenglen, and Glacier Basin Campgrounds include vehicle access to the whole park and Bear Lake Road, for the duration of your reservation. A campsite reservation at Timber Creek Campground provides access to the park except for Bear Lake Road. If staying at Longs Peak Campground, you will need to obtain a Timed Entry Permit to enter the park during peak hours. A Timed Entry Permit is not needed if you have a backpacking permit, or a guided trip or commercial tour reserved.


At any park entrance station, be ready to present a printout of your Timed Entry Permit or display the permit on your electronic device. In exchange you will receive a tag to post in your car window, indicating your level of park access.


If you are unable to secure a Timed Entry Permit well in advance of arriving at Rocky, your remaining options include entering the park before or after the Timed Entry Permit designated time periods, securing a Hiker Shuttle reservation (www.recreation.gov) to enter the park without your vehicle, or attempting to secure a last-minute Timed Entry Permit reservation the night before. Around 40 percent of all available permits are set aside for purchase (through Recreation.gov) at 5pm for the following day. Don’t place your bets on getting one of these last-minute passes, though, as they can sell out quickly during the height of summer.


Entrance Stations


There are three main entrances to the park:


Beaver Meadows Entrance Station (Hwy. 36): This busy entrance station is located on the east side, 2.7 mi (4.3 km) from downtown Estes Park, and is central to many park areas.




Take the Rocky Pledge


While most people arrive at Rocky with good intentions, ongoing visitor education is essential for helping maintain the park’s spectacular features and to protect all living things within the park. A simple pledge was created for visitors that begins, “To preserve unimpaired for this and future generations the beauty, history, and wildness therein, I pledge to protect Rocky Mountain National Park.” A short list of behaviors follows for visitors to adopt while in the park:


• To prevent fire scars and human-caused fires, I pledge to never build a fire outside of a campground or picnic area fire grate.


• To protect plants, meadows, and alpine tundra, I pledge to park and drive only on designated asphalt or gravel parking areas, never on vegetation.


• To respect other visitors’ experiences, if I need to go but am not near a restroom, I pledge to leave no trace by stepping well away from the trail and water sources, burying my waste at least six inches deep or packing it out in a waste bag, and carrying out my toilet paper.


• To respect Rocky’s wild creatures and to protect myself, I pledge to watch wildlife from a distance that doesn’t disturb them in any way. I will never feed an animal—doing so causes it harm.


• To respect history, heritage, and natural processes, I pledge to remove nothing from the park except my own and others’ trash—not even a flower, pinecone, or rock. I will leave no trace of my visit so that the next person can experience the same beauty as I did.


• To keep my pet, wildlife, and other visitors safe, I pledge to keep my leashed pet only on roads, in campgrounds, and in picnic and parking areas. I will never take my dog on Rocky’s trails, meadows, or tundra areas.


• To preserve them for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations, I pledge to honor, respect, and protect all our national parks and public lands.


To take the Rocky Pledge, visit http://go.nps.gov/RockyPledge; then share the link with your family and friends.
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marshmallow roast





Fall River Entrance Station (Hwy. 34): Located on the east side, this entrance provides easy access to Trail Ridge Road, Old Fall River Road, and Aspenglen Campground.


Grand Lake Entrance Station (Hwy. 34): Located 1.8 mi (2.9 km) north of Grand Lake, this station serves the Kawuneeche Valley on the west side of the park.


Reservations


There are no lodges inside the park. If you’re staying here overnight, you’re camping. Estes Park (on the east side) and Grand Lake (on the west side) are your best bets for indoor accommodations.


Reservations (877/444-6777, www.recreation.gov) are accepted at Aspenglen, Glacier Basin, Timber Creek (summer only), and Moraine Park Campgrounds (open year-round) up to six months in advance. Longs Peak Campground (summer only) is first come, first served. In late fall, winter, and early spring, Moraine Park Campground is first come, first served. Note: Moraine Park Campground may be undergoing renovations; verify plans prior to arrival.


Wilderness Camping


Wilderness campers are required to carry a wilderness permit, which is acquired in person at one of the park’s wilderness offices. In order to obtain a permit, you first need to reserve your campsite. For wilderness camping dates that fall May 1-October 31, reservations can be made online (www.recreation.gov) starting on March 1. A $36 Wilderness Administrative Fee is required for any reservation made for this time period.


For camping dates November 1-April 30, reservations can be made in person at a wilderness office. On the east side of the park, a wilderness office is located next to the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center; on the west side of the park, a wilderness office is located inside the Kawuneeche Visitor Center. A winter permit costs $10.




Rocky Mountain Vicinity Campgrounds
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IN THE PARK



Visitor Centers


Two visitor centers serve the east side of the park: Beaver Meadows Visitor Center (1000 Hwy. 36, 970/586-1206) is the park’s headquarters and the closest visitor center to downtown Estes Park, and Fall River Visitor Center (3450 Fall River Rd., 970/586-1206) is 4 mi (6.4 km) north of downtown Estes Park. The Alpine Visitor Center (970/586-1206) is located at the junction of Old Fall River Road and Trail Ridge Road inside Rocky. The west side is served by one information hub: the Kawuneeche Visitor Center (16018 Hwy. 34, 970/627-3471).
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Beaver Meadows Visitor Center
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The park’s shuttle system is a convenient form of transportation.





Where to Stay


In the early 20th century, numerous guest lodges graced Rocky Mountain National Park, but today, in-park accommodations are limited to the park’s five campgrounds and over 100 wilderness campsites. Four of the five established campgrounds require reservations, and all fill quickly. Outside of the park, consider one of the campgrounds or RV parks in Estes Park or along Highway 7 near Allenspark. I have routinely had good luck landing a site at first-come, first-served Meeker Park Overflow Campground (on the west side of Hwy. 7 at mile marker 11, 303/541-2500, https://fs.usda.gov, late May-early Sept., $14) when arriving in town early or midweek. On the west side, if Timber Creek Campground is full, you might consider pitching your tent at one of the established Arapaho National Recreation Area campsites next to Shadow Mountain Reservoir or Lake Granby. Visitors can currently book a maximum of 7 nights at Rocky’s campgrounds May 1-October 15 and an additional 14 nights during the rest of the year; check the park website (www.nps.gov/romo) for the most up-to-date camping regulations.


Estes Park offers more than 200 lodging options, including rustic cabins and charming bed-and-breakfasts, while Grand Lake features lodges, motels, inns, and cottages in a variety sufficient to suit most tastes.


Getting Around


In the summer, the best (and most eco-friendly) mode of transport on the east side is the park’s shuttle bus system, which runs from late spring until early fall. This free service helps reduce traffic congestion at trailheads and also enables hikers to arrange some great one-way hikes without having to shuttle their own vehicles. The park’s shuttle service is only offered in the Bear Lake region.


The Hiker Shuttle Route (9am-5:15pm daily late May-early-Oct.) runs from the Estes Park Visitor Center to the Park & Ride. An advance reservation and a park pass are needed to board. Reservations must be made online at Recreation.gov, and a $2 booking fee covers up to a party of four. The shuttle departs Estes Park Visitor Center every 45 minutes 9am-2:15pm and goes to the Park & Ride. Shuttles returning from the Park & Ride start at 9:45am and end at 5:15pm.


The Bear Lake Route (6:30am-7pm daily late May-mid-Oct.) takes passengers to the Park & Ride, Bierstadt Lake Trailhead, Glacier Gorge Trailhead, and Bear Lake. Buses arrive every 10-15 minutes.


The Moraine Park Route (6:30am-7pm daily late May-mid-Oct.) makes stops at the Park & Ride, Sprague Lake/Glacier Creek Stables, Glacier Basin Campground, Hollowell Park, Tuxedo Park, Moraine Park Campground, Cub Lake Trailhead, and Fern Lake Bus Stop.


The only way to access the west side of the park is by private vehicle. RVs can travel on all park roads, with the exception of Old Fall River Road. RV travelers are also discouraged from driving on narrow Wild Basin Road.


Trail Ridge Road is generally open Memorial Day-mid-October (weather permitting), though it can stay open later in unseasonably warm years. Old Fall River Road is typically open from early July until early October.


In the winter, the only option for going anywhere in the park is with a private vehicle.
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BEST OF Rocky Mountain National Park


Innumerable itineraries can be built around Rocky’s beautiful sights, hikes, and scenic drives. This summer sojourn visits many of the park’s attractions, while still leaving time for spontaneity and overnights at three of Rocky’s campgrounds. Camping in the park is the catalyst for creating many indelible memories—from wildlife sightings to spectacular sunrises. If you can swing it, spend one or more nights within the park’s boundaries; you will be duly rewarded. If not, book accommodations in Estes Park or Grand Lake instead.


Day 1


Enter the park at the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station. On the way, strike a pose at the official Rocky Mountain National Park sign on Highway 36, then orient yourself at the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center. Once inside the park, set up camp at Moraine Park Campground, where you have made reservations for two nights. Take the free shuttle to the Glacier Gorge Trailhead for a 1.6-mi (2.6-km) round-trip hike to Alberta Falls.


Later in the afternoon, exit the park on Highway 36 to Marys Lake Road; then travel southeast on Marys Lake Road to Highway 7. Drive 4.7 mi (7.6 km) south on Highway 7 for a tour at the Enos Mills Cabin Museum (reserve in advance). After the tour, drive 1.8 mi (2.9 km) north to Lily Lake for a shoreline stroll. In the evening, return to the campground and attend a ranger-led program at the campground amphitheater.


Day 2


Arrive at the Bear Lake parking lot early via the free park shuttle system. Purchase a self-guided tour booklet for the Bear Lake Nature Trail and enjoy a walk around the lake (0.5 mi/0.8 km round-trip). Afterward, hike to Nymph Lake, Dream Lake, and Emerald Lake on the Emerald Lake Trail (3.6 mi/5.8 km round-trip). After eating a sack lunch, return the way you came, or stop off at Dream Lake to fish for greenback cutthroat trout.




Best in One Day


7:00 AM


Enter Rocky at the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station and drive on Bear Lake Road to the Bear Lake Trailhead. Just a few minutes’ walk from the parking lot, arrive at the banks of Bear Lake. Then, from the Emerald Lake Trailhead (accessed from the same parking lot), take a 3.6-mi (5.8-km) round-trip hike to Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes to see some of the best scenery in the park. Yes, this trail is popular, and yes, you should hike it, too.
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10:30 AM


Heading back down Bear Lake Road, pop over to Sprague Lake, then continue north. From your car window, check out the gushing Big Thompson River on the left-hand side of the road; then take in spectacular meadow views as you round the bend to Moraine Park. Take Highway 36 to Highway 34, continuing north to the turnoff for Old Fall River Road, and stop at the Alluvial Fan. Then drive the scenic, one-way dirt portion of Old Fall River Road in about an hour.


12:30 PM


Park in the Alpine Visitor Center parking lot, eat lunch at Café at Trail Ridge, shop for a souvenir at the Trail Ridge Store, and check out tundra exhibits at the visitor center.


2:00 PM


Head east on Trail Ridge Road and get out at Rock Cut for a 0.6-mi (1-km) round-trip hike on the Tundra Communities Trail. Next, pull over at the Forest Canyon Overlook. Toward the end of your drive, take in the views from Rainbow Curve and Many Parks Curve.


5:00 PM


Eat an early alfresco dinner at a solitary picnic table on the south side of the road leading to the Moraine Park Campground, and enjoy some quiet time. Keep your eyes out for elk and other animals.


7:30 PM


Head to the Moraine Park Campground Amphitheater to enjoy a ranger-led program.


9:00 PM


As you leave the park, step out of your car and cast your gaze upward at Rocky’s darkening sky. Wish upon a shooting star that you will find yourself back in the park soon.





Post-hike, give your legs a break and head indoors to the Moraine Park Discovery Center to peruse the nature exhibits. From the center’s distinct vantage point, keep your eyes out for deer, elk, and other wildlife below in Moraine Park. Back at the campground, treat yourself to an ice cream sandwich at the campground’s firewood and snack shack and settle into your camp chair with a copy of A Lady’s Life in the Rocky Mountains by Isabella L. Bird. After dinner, enjoy another ranger-led program at the amphitheater.


Day 3


Pack up your things and drive 6.9 mi (11.1 km) northwest to the turnoff for Old Fall River Road. First, check out the Alluvial Fan; then venture on to the 15-mph (24-kph), one-way, dirt portion of Old Fall River Road to gaze at Chasm Falls. After an adventurous drive that culminates at the Alpine Visitor Center, grab a bite to eat at Café at Trail Ridge. Once refueled, take an invigorating hike (0.5 mi/0.8 km round-trip) up the Alpine Ridge Trail.


Continue driving west along Trail Ridge Road, stopping to check out Medicine Bow Curve, Milner Pass, and Farview Curve. Your final destination is Timber Creek Campground, where you will spend tonight and tomorrow night sleeping under the stars.


Day 4


Get an early start with some catch-and-release fly-fishing on the Colorado River, just steps away from the campground. Pack a lunch and a wildflower identification chart and drive south to the East Inlet Trailhead, keeping your eyes peeled for moose along the way. Check out Adams Falls (0.3 mi/0.5 km one-way), then continue hiking east as far as your legs will take you, looking out for flowers and wildlife.


Post-hike, visit the small sandy beach at Grand Lake and rent a kayak from the Kayak Shak for an hour. Then, stroll over to quaint Grand Avenue for dinner at Sagebrush BBQ & Grill. Head back into the park and snuggle up in your sleeping bag at Timber Creek Campground.
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the beach at Grand Lake





Day 5


Load up your car and head a few miles south to the Coyote Valley Trailhead for a short (1 mi/1.6 km round-trip) but pretty hike along the Colorado River. Drive back to the east side of the park on Trail Ridge Road and enjoy lunch at Lake Irene’s picnic area. Take an easy stroll out to the lake, then return to your vehicle and continue east on Trail Ridge Road. Once past the Alpine Visitor Center, step out at the Gore Range Overlook and Lava Cliffs. If there are no ominous clouds above, hike the Tundra Communities Trail (0.6 mi/1 km round-trip) and look for marmots and pikas scampering about near Rock Cut. Continue driving east, taking in the views at Forest Canyon Overlook, Rainbow Curve, and Many Parks Curve. Tonight, settle in at the campsite that you reserved in advance at Aspenglen Campground.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Visiting in Autumn


The beautiful, rich colors of fall make it one of the best times to visit the park. The most popular tree to observe in Rocky is the aspen. Its leaves turn striking oranges and yellows, producing a wonderful color contrast when set against a palette of green coniferous trees and golden grasses. Another deciduous tree, the cottonwood, turns a striking golden yellow.
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Each year is different, but you can expect leaves to start turning in mid-September and peak in late September to early October. Frost, wind, and snow can prompt leaves to drop earlier in any given year. For an excellent leaf-peeping visit to Rocky, keep these tips in mind:


• Leaves change color first at the highest elevations; lower elevations follow.


• The fall foliage prediction map (https://smokymountains.com/fall-foliage-map) highlights the progress of autumn across the United States from early September to late November. More regionally, Colorado State Forest Service entomologist Dan West offers insights into the overall vibrancy of colors expected from year to year. Dan’s insights are in high demand in early fall, and a web search for his name will turn up multiple local media reports with his predictions for peak viewing. Find additional information on statewide leaf viewing at https://csfs.colostate.edu/aspen-fall-colors.


• RMNP social media (Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter) tips off the start of leaf-peeping season. Use the park website webcams page (www.nps.gov/romo) to track leaf-changing progress from different vantage points in the park.


• Some noteworthy spots to leaf-peep include scenic drives along Old Fall River Road and Trail Ridge Road (be aware that in both of these locations, road closures due to weather are possible at this time of year); Bear Lake and the hike to Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes; Glacier Gorge; Bierstadt Lake; and Sprague Lake. On the west side, the Colorado River Trail to Lulu City features pretty clusters of changing trees, including stately aspens near the trail and numerous trees on nearby rocky mountainsides. Bursts of color around Grand Lake make this already picturesque gateway town a true delight to visit in autumn.


• Early morning and late afternoon are the best times for photos, as the sunlight often suffuses trees and landscapes with a golden warmth that enriches photographs.






Day 6



From the Aspenglen Campground, drive 3.8 mi (6.2 km) southwest on Highway 34 to Highway 36 and continue 2.8 mi (4.5 km) southeast to Bear Lake Road. At nearly 6 mi (9.7 km) along Bear Lake Road, take Sprague Lake Road to Glacier Creek Stables to check in for a two-hour guided horseback ride (reserve in advance). Afterward, take the one-minute drive from the stables over to Sprague Lake and enjoy a picnic lunch. Circle the lake on foot before driving back to your campsite at Aspenglen Campground. On the way, stop at Sheep Lakes to look for bighorns; they often visit this spot midday in the early summer to graze the mineral-rich soil.


In the late afternoon, stop in at the Fall River Visitor Center to pick out a memento from the Rocky Mountain Conservancy Nature Store. The money from your purchase will be used for future park improvements and programs. Cap off your day with some stargazing before calling it a night.


Day 7


Finish your trip by packing up your campsite and heading north on Devils Gulch Road to the Lumpy Ridge Trailhead for one last hike. On the drive, observe the Twin Owls rock formation jutting out from the landscape. Hike to Gem Lake (3.2 mi/5.1 km round-trip) and enjoy lunch on the small beach. Cool off your feet in the water before returning the way you came, stopping off at Paul Bunyan’s Boot to take some fun snaps.
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Paul Bunyan’s Boot is a curious sight along the Gem Lake Trail.







Family Fun


Shared experiences are one of the building blocks of a successful family vacation, and there are many opportunities for such moments while in Rocky. A few suggestions to get you started:
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• Help your child earn a Junior Ranger badge through the Junior Ranger Program. Activity booklets can be picked up at any visitor center, and ranger-led Junior Ranger programs are held every day early June-early September at the Junior Ranger Headquarters at Hidden Valley.


• On a hot summer day, cool off your toes and make new friends at the Alluvial Fan. Mellow pools of water near the bottom of the fan—plus plenty of rocks to climb on—equals fun for kids. (Entering rushing water is a serious safety risk, and much of the Alluvial Fan fits that description; look for gentle waters only and supervise children at all times.)


• Take an outing to Bear Lake, Adams Falls, or Sprague Lake. If you are visiting with babies or toddlers, don a carrier backpack and narrate the scenery as you go.


• Step back in time at the Holzwarth Historic Site and view artifacts from an old dude ranch.


• Check out educational displays, ponder relief maps, or shop for souvenirs at one of the park’s visitor centers. View a short film about the park in the Kawuneeche Visitor Center or Beaver Meadows Visitor Center auditoriums.


• Travel by horseback around the park with your kiddo. Children as young as six can saddle up at Glacier Creek Stables.


• Pack some fishing poles and introduce your child to stream or lake fishing.


• Scramble up and over piles of boulders—found everywhere in the park—with your little one. Or watch real-life spider-men and spider-women climb the walls along Lumpy Ridge.


• Sleep under the stars at one of the park’s five established campgrounds: Timber Creek, Aspenglen, Moraine Park, Glacier Basin, or Longs Peak. Watch and listen for wildlife activity at dusk and indulge in a gooey campfire treat. On summer evenings, head to one of the park’s amphitheaters or auditoriums for a ranger-led program.


• In the winter, pack the car with saucers and sleds and drive to Hidden Valley sledding hill. Or, with a pull-behind carrier, explore snow-packed trails on cross-country skis around Wild Basin.


• Fill a basket full of goodies and enjoy a leisurely lunch at one of Rocky’s picnic areas.
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Best Day Hikes


TOP EXPERIENCE


A mélange of easy, moderate, and difficult hikes exists within the park’s 355-mi (570-km) trail system, which means that there is enough variety to satisfy the desires of both “never-ever” hikers and endurance athletes. Prime hiking season runs late June-October.


Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes


Many captivating natural features compete for your attention on the 3.6-mi (5.8-km) round-trip to Emerald Lake; wildflowers, giant boulders, and the gurgling waters of Tyndall Creek are among them. Nymph, Dream, and Emerald are the most popular lakes in the park thanks to their relatively easy accessibility and first-class scenery.


Lake Haiyaha


An ancient tree, sparkling waters, and a bit of rock hopping are the treats at your destination. This 4.2-mi (6.8-km) round-trip hike also passes by lily pad-strewn Nymph Lake.


Mills Lake and Jewel Lake


Featuring a gradual ascent through forest with several gorgeous viewpoints along the way, the 6.2-mi (9-km) round-trip hike to Mills Lake and Jewel Lake belongs on your short list. Large rock slabs alongside Mills Lake are perfect for stretching out and watching clouds roll by.


Sky Pond


Travel 8.8 mi (14.2 km) round-trip through a classic glacier-carved valley to visit a tumbling waterfall and three jaw-dropping lakes.


Tundra Communities Trail


With a starting elevation of 12,110 feet (3,691 meters) and an ending elevation of 12,304 feet (3,750 meters), this paved trail above the tree line might leave you breathless. Numerous interpretive signs along the 0.6-mi (1-km) round-trip trail feature fascinating tidbits about life on the tundra and complement the stunning views.


Ute Trail


Indigenous people used this trail as a transportation corridor as they hunted for deer, elk, sheep, and other mammals. Though this 6-mi (9.7-km) one-way hike requires a car shuttle, the views above the tree line on a clear day are unparalleled. Consider the rocky trek 3,500 feet (1,067 meters) downhill to Beaver Meadows an adventure.


Lily Lake


Lily Lake hums with life. Waterfowl, birds, butterflies, and wildflowers keep hikers’ eyes and ears busy on this level, 0.8-mi (1.3-km) round-trip hike that is also wheelchair accessible. Visit in the golden hour before sunset for an especially lovely stroll.
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Lily Lake





Chasm Lake


Of the many great vantage points of Longs Peak in the park, this 8.4-mi (13.5-km) round-trip hike provides one of the best. The trail winds upward through thick forest to krummholz, then tundra, eventually depositing hikers in front of a sparkling tarn. Longs’ stunning east face is the backdrop to Chasm Lake.


Ouzel Falls


Along this 5.4-mi (8.7-km) round-trip hike, multiple water features delight visitors before they reach their final destination. Take in the glittering spray of Copeland Falls and Calypso Cascades before arriving at towering Ouzel Falls.




[image: image]


Calypso Cascades





Colorado River Trail to Lulu City


This 7.4-mi (11.9-km) walk in the woods invites relaxation and introspection. Enjoy abundant greenery, quiet meadows flanked by tall trees, and pleasing views of the Colorado River along the way.


Lumpy Ridge Loop


Granite domes, buttresses, and cliffs are the main eye-catchers on the 10.7-mi (17.2-km) round-trip Lumpy Ridge Loop, along with glistening Gem Lake and serene MacGregor Ranch.




Escape the Crowds


If jam-packed shuttle buses and crowded visitor centers give you the heebie-jeebies, schedule your trip to Rocky sometime other than on a summer weekend. Here are some other suggestions for quiet time:
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• Take a bike ride on Old Fall River Road or Trail Ridge Road in the spring or fall. Both roads are usually open to bicycles in April and November, when automobiles are not allowed; before you arrive, double-check with the park about exact dates.


• Explore the remote northwest end of the park. Hike to Little Yellowstone from La Poudre Pass Trail.


• In August, drive up Trail Ridge Road after dark to view the annual Perseid meteor shower. Cozy up with a blanket on your tailgate or in a camp chair and watch meteors streak the sky.


• Snowshoe to the old mining town (and now ghost town) of Lulu City. On a winter weekday, you might find yourself passing only Park Service vehicles on your drive through the Kawuneeche Valley to the Colorado River Trailhead.


• Have a sunrise breakfast by a scenic lake, such as Dream Lake or Lily Lake. Pack a portable meal and a hot beverage and plan to be at the trailhead before dawn.


• During the elk rut in autumn, visit the quieter west side of the park where elk are just as likely to be spotted.


• On a clear morning, watch the sun rise at Rainbow Curve.
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Gaga for Glaciers


Along with massive geologic uplift, glaciers were instrumental in forming Rocky’s dramatic landscape many thousands of years ago. This tour highlights some of the prominent glacial features of the park.


Day 1


Unload your camping gear at the Glacier Basin Campground, an area of the park that was long ago shaped by a massive valley glacier. Head to Moraine Park to view a few textbook examples of glacial moraines, both lateral and terminal. Stop in to the Moraine Park Discovery Center to view its glacier exhibits, then head upstairs to the large picture window for a view of Moraine Park’s vast meadow. Continue north to see Horseshoe Park, which is framed by more moraines.


Late in the afternoon, if the weather is favorable, take a hike to Cub Lake to see some good examples of glacial erratics—large boulders that glaciers deposited in random places.


Day 2


First thing in the morning, ride the park shuttle from the Park & Ride to Bear Lake and take a good look at Hallett Peak in the background. Just to the viewer’s right of Hallett Peak is Tyndall Glacier, one of six remaining glaciers in the park. Once at the lake, purchase the Bear Lake Nature Trail booklet and learn more about glacial activity on this short and easy walking tour. In the afternoon, drive up Old Fall River Road to peer at some more examples of glacial erratics.


Stop at the Café at Trail Ridge next to the Alpine Visitor Center and grab a bite to eat. On your way back down to the east side, get out of the car at Rainbow Curve and gaze northwest from the viewing area at Sundance Mountain, a cirque that was shaped by a glacier.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Winter Adventures


Rocky is imbued with magic and spectacular stillness in the winter months. Come with the right gear and be prepared for winter-specific hazards. Especially on weekdays, it can feel like you have the park to yourself.
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• Camping: Spend the night at Moraine Park Campground (open year-round) tucked into a subzero sleeping bag.


• Classes: Enroll in an avalanche awareness course with Kent Mountain Adventure Center or sign up for an introduction to ice climbing class, taught by the Colorado Mountain School.


• Cross-Country Skiing: Click into a pair of cross-country skis and explore the Holzwarth Historic Site in the Kawuneeche Valley.


• Hiking: Some east-side trails at lower elevations might be only lightly covered with snow in the winter. Try the short, south-facing Nature Trail next to the Moraine Park Discovery Center.


• Ranger-Led Programs: Enjoy a ski or snowshoe tour guided by a ranger or join a ranger-led talk about animal adaptations in the winter.


• Sledding: Hidden Valley is home to the park’s designated sledding and tubing hill.


• Snowshoeing: Stomp around Lily Lake on snowshoes and pause to sip from an insulated container of piping-hot cocoa along the way.


• Wildlife-Watching: The bears may be hibernating, but there is still plenty of wildlife to be seen—from elk to Abert’s squirrels. Be a winter detective and look for animal tracks that meander through the snow.


• Winter Driving Tour: Main park roads are regularly plowed in the winter, with the exception of Old Fall River Road and a portion of Trail Ridge Road. Enjoy crystalline scenery from the comfort of your vehicle.






Day 3



This morning, you’ll drive south on Highway 7 to the Longs Peak Entrance and park at the Longs Peak Trailhead. Your destination today is Chasm Lake, which sits in a fabulous amphitheater (a glacier-formed cirque) below the east face of Longs Peak. After this strenuous 8.4-mi (13.5-km) round-trip hike, relax at your campsite with s’mores and hot cocoa while watching the stars above.
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the Longs Peak Entrance





Day 4


Set an early alarm to put on a sturdy pair of kicks and board the park shuttle to the Glacier Gorge Trailhead. The Glacier Gorge is a fantastic example of a U-shaped valley, which is a formerly V-shaped river valley that was widened and molded into a U shape by glaciers. It’s also one of the most popular destinations in the park (the parking lot fills by 6am in the summer). Hike through to Alberta Falls and then continue on to Mills Lake.
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Mills Lake





Return to your campsite and pack up by noon in order to drive over Trail Ridge Road. Squeeze in a stop at the Forest Canyon Overlook; a 13-mi-long (20.9-km-long) glacier once held court in this valley and shaped it into a U. Continue the scenic drive west to the glacier-formed Kawuneeche Valley, stopping at Farview Curve for a fantastic perspective of the green meadows below. Set up camp at Timber Lake Campground for your last night in the park.
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Trail Ridge Road.







Exploring Indigenous History


The activities and stories of Indigenous people are valued in Rocky and its gateway towns. If you are interested in exploring Indigenous history and culture when you visit, check out the following:
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• Indigenous people searching for food and shelter traveled on or near a variety of park trails that exist today. It is believed that Utes and Arapahos regularly used several of the park’s trails, including the Ute, Flattop Mountain, and Tonahutu Creek Trails.


• From any of the Rocky Mountain Conservancy gift shops within Rocky’s visitor centers, pick up a slim but information-packed booklet ($2) titled Arapaho Names & Trails: A Report of a 1914 Pack Trip. Learn about Arapaho customs and legends, discover Arapaho place-names in Rocky, and enrich your vocabulary by learning Arapaho words like báwha (trail) and detche (winter night).


• Learn about Indigenous history from interpretive signs at Hidden Valley, Farview Curve, and the Ute Trailhead on Trail Ridge Road, and from exhibits at the Alpine Visitor Center.


• Take a look at the Lava Cliffs on Trail Ridge Road. This unique geological formation, made up of hardened volcanic ash, is considered a sacred site by the Ute people.


• Print a self-guided activity for kids, “Native American Life in the Rocky Mountains,” from Rocky’s website before visiting. Through this hands-on learning activity, children discover ways Indigenous people used natural objects in their daily lives.


• Visit the Estes Park Museum and watch its introductory film, Destination Estes Park, which includes information about Indigenous history. The museum bookstore sells local history books with information about earlier times.


• Check current listings for ranger-led programs in Rocky and cultural programs from the Rocky Mountain Conservancy; events specific to Indigenous culture may be offered.
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Mills Lake







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Beaver Meadows Visitor Center: This National Historic Landmark was designed to blend in with the surrounding landscape (click here).


S Moraine Park: Explore one of the most idyllic meadows in the park (click here).
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S Elk Viewing: Visit in September and October to watch the elk rut in Moraine Park, Horseshoe Park, or Upper Beaver Meadows (click here).


S Alberta Falls: Enjoy a family-friendly hike to this beautiful waterfall (click here).


S Mills Lake and Jewel Lake: Postcard-perfect scenes unfold on the final approach to these two lakes (click here).


S Sky Pond: Enjoy a 9-mi (14.5-km) hike that is replete with eye candy—three lakes and two waterfalls (click here).


S Nymph, Dream, and Emerald Lakes: Three very different but equally attractive lakes await along this 1.8-mi (2.9-km) path (click here).


S Horseback Riding: Make a new four-legged friend at the park’s horse stables (click here).
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Steller’s jay
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elk.








Home to several buildings and trails listed in the National Register of Historic Places, abundant wildlife, and stunning scenery, the Bear Lake region is a fantastic place to get acquainted with Rocky Mountain National Park.


Pretty paths in glacier-carved valleys are numerous, and the park’s horse stables are also located here. Moraine Park, Horseshoe Park, and Beaver Meadows are prime spots to see herds of elk and listen to them bugle during mating season. The Moraine Park Campground, situated in a lovely forest, is the largest campground in the park and the only one open year-round.


In the summer, the main parking lot to Bear Lake fills up by 8am or earlier, and for good reason. This area is the jumping-off point to see some of the most stunning lakes in the park, including Nymph, Dream, and Emerald. Looming high over Bear Lake is the trio of Hallett Peak, Otis Peak, and Flattop Mountain—the most recognized peaks in the region. Popular activities in the area include hiking, sightseeing, photography, and picnicking.
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PLANNING YOUR TIME



Rocky is a hiker’s park, and the Bear Lake region has an especially large conglomeration of trails. If your primary agenda is to explore Rocky on foot, you could easily stay in this section of the park for one week and still have plenty of ground left to cover on a return visit. If, however, sightseeing is the main goal, just 2-3 days in the area will suffice. A reasonable plan for exploring the park could include one day visiting Lumpy Ridge, one day along Trail Ridge Road, two days in the Bear Lake region, one day around Longs Peak, and one day in Wild Basin. For a one-day excursion to the Bear Lake area, essential stops include Bear Lake, Alberta Falls, Sprague Lake, and Moraine Park. In the summer especially, it is wise to use the park’s free shuttle system and plan hikes for early in the morning or late in the afternoon when the area is less crowded.


HISTORY


If only the ponderosa pines and Engelmann spruces could talk, what fascinating stories they could tell about the east side’s earliest settlers. A complex tapestry of people has passed through and lived on this land over thousands of years, from Utes and Arapahos to homesteaders and tourism operators. In the last century especially, the area has undergone tremendous change. In the late 1800s to early 1900s, Moraine Park—then known, for a brief time, as Willow Park—was home to the largest cluster of tourist lodges and cabins in the area outside of Estes Park, namely The Brinwood, Sprague’s/Stead’s Ranch, and Moraine Lodge. Hundreds of people recreated here and, at the end of the day, enjoyed a roof over their heads at night. After the park was established, nearly all of the buildings at these guest ranches were purchased by the National Park Service and demolished, to the chagrin of some and to the delight of others. Many people mourned the loss of numerous historic structures, while preservationists were triumphant that the land would be returned to its natural state. Today, Moraine Park is a place to observe nature, recreate on horse or on foot, and stay overnight—though the latter activity now involves a tent or RV, not cozy quarters in a hotel.


Bear Lake, the nucleus of the region, has meant many things to many people. It served as a hunting spot for Indigenous people and was once home to a guest lodge and a sleepaway camp for youth. It even came close to being the site of a hydroelectric plant and dam in the early 1900s.


Humans have pressed many footprints into Rocky’s land over the decades, particularly on the east side. But today, other than a handful of buildings and roads, the Bear Lake area is a scrupulously protected swath of wilderness.



Exploring the Park



ENTRANCE STATIONS


There are two main entrance stations to the east side of Rocky Mountain National Park (1000 Hwy. 36, Estes Park, 970/586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo, $30 per day per vehicle or motorcycle, weekly passes available; $15 hikers and bicyclists). In addition to holding a valid pass if you arrive by car or motorcycle you will need a Timed Entry Permit (www.recreation.gov) to visit Bear Lake Road between 5am and 6pm from Memorial Day weekend until early October. To enter the Bear Lake area before 5am or after 6pm during peak months, only a valid park pass is required. To get an idea of how busy the park is, take a look at the Beaver Meadows or Fall River Entrance Station webcams online (www.nps.gov/romo) ahead of arriving.


Booths at both the Beaver Meadow Entrance Station and the Fall River Entrance Station are staffed during the day with rangers who can offer itinerary suggestions, campground information, and tips for getting around. A park map and the Rocky Mountain National Park official newspaper are complimentary at each location.


Beaver Meadows Entrance Station


The closest access to Bear Lake is via the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station (Hwy. 36, open year-round). Beaver Meadows is the busiest entrance station in the park and can become quite congested with cars in the summer. The entrance station is staffed by rangers during peak daytime hours, but there are no services.


Fall River Entrance Station


Visitors interested in driving Old Fall River Road or Trail Ridge Road can enter via the Fall River Entrance Station (Hwy. 34, open year-round). The entrance station is staffed during the day, but there are no services.


East Portal Trailhead


The East Portal Trailhead (Hwy. 66) provides access to numerous features, including the Wind River Trail and Glacier Basin Campground. To get there from Estes Park, follow Highway 36 west to its intersection with Highway 66. Turn left and travel 3.3 mi (5.3 km) southwest on Highway 66. The road ends in a circular drive. There is parking next to a small picnic area on the north side of the road (just before the circular drive) and along the roadside. An official RMNP trailhead sign is not visible from the road. Follow the wide dirt road just to the right of the sign for Estes Park Campground at East Portal. Directly ahead is a brown gate. Walk around the gate and continue down the road toward the reservoir; cross over the reservoir and soon you will arrive at the official trailhead sign. The distance from the parking area to the trailhead sign is approximately 0.4 mi (0.6 km).


VISITOR CENTERS


Beaver Meadows Visitor Center


The Beaver Meadows Visitor Center (1000 Hwy. 36, 970/586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo, 9am-6pm daily mid-June-early Sept., reduced hours in fall, winter, spring) serves visitors to the east side of the park. Park rangers are on hand to offer hiking suggestions and maps, provide information about weather conditions, and otherwise give advice to travelers on a variety of matters relating to their visit. A short introductory film about the park can be viewed in a theater downstairs. Predictably, lines form at the ranger desks on summer weekends—especially in the morning—but move quickly. Restrooms and a gift shop are on-site.


Located in a small building next to the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center, the East Side Wilderness Office (970/586-1242, open daily, but hours vary seasonally) is a resource for anyone planning a backpacking trip in the park. Staff can inform you about wilderness trail conditions, campsites, water sources, weather, and more. Wilderness camping permits that have been purchased online (www.recreation.gov) can be picked up at this location.
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Fall River Visitor Center



The Fall River Visitor Center (3450 Fall River Rd., 970/586-1206, www.rockymountaingateway.net, 9am-5pm daily, closed in winter except for limited holiday dates) has wildlife exhibits on the main level and a large downstairs area for rotating exhibits and visitor activities. Park rangers are available to answer questions. Restrooms and a Rocky Mountain Conservancy Nature Store are on-site.


Moraine Park Discovery Center


In the summer, the Moraine Park Discovery Center (Bear Lake Rd., www.nps.gov/romo, 9am-5pm daily June-mid-Oct.) serves as a third visitor center for the east side, with rangers available to field questions. The upstairs section of the center features exhibits, while souvenirs can be purchased from a Rocky Mountain Conservancy Nature Store. Check out the “What’s Blooming in Moraine Park?” board for wildflower information. The center is 1.5 mi (2.4 km) south of the Beaver Meadows Entrance.


Sheep Lakes Information Station


The Sheep Lakes Information Station (Hwy. 34 in Horseshoe Park, 9:30am-4:30pm daily mid-May-mid-Aug.) is 1.8 mi (2.9 km) west of the Fall River Entrance next to the Sheep Lakes parking lot. Park staff and volunteers operate out of a kiosk and can answer visitors’ questions about the area. A small amount of park literature is available, and a bighorn sheep sightings daily log is posted on the outside of the kiosk.




[image: image]


Ranger-led programs take place at Sheep Lakes Information Station in the summer.





Bear Lake Ranger Station


At Bear Lake, park volunteers often stand outside of the small ranger station (open summer and fall) near the parking lot or trailhead entrance, greeting and assisting visitors. Park literature is available, including a guide for the Bear Lake Nature Trail ($2). Snacks and other items (sunscreen, hats, hiking poles) can be purchased with cash only; purchases support efforts of the Rocky Mountain Conservancy.



Park & Ride



The Park & Ride (Bear Lake Rd., across from Glacier Basin Campground) serves as the east side’s transit center. Here you will find a small staffed information booth as well as sheltered waiting areas for the park’s three shuttles: the Hiker Shuttle, Moraine Park Route, and Bear Lake Route. Park staff are very visible and hands-on at this location. There is a restroom, informational signs about east-side attractions, and parking for cars and RVs. Overnight parking is not allowed at the Park & Ride unless a permit has been obtained from one of the park’s wilderness offices.


TOURS


Throughout the year, the Rocky Mountain Conservancy Field Institute (970/586-0121, www.rmconservancy.org, from $50) leads a variety of programs at east-side locations. Topics may include plants and wildflowers, wildlife, and environmental issues. Hands-on courses include nature sketching and photography. Bus tours are offered as well, and the autumn Scenic Ecology Bus Tour ($99 pp) is especially popular. The excursion includes short hikes, leaf peeping, and observation of the elk rut in the Bear Lake corridor. Check the Conservancy website for current listings.


Wildside 4x4 Tours (970/586-8687, www.wildside4x4.com, year-round) offers a Sunset Photo Tour (spring and summer, adults $90, children ages 4-12 $70, children 4 and under $60). This three-hour sunset ride is designed as a sightseeing and photography tour; participants visit Moraine Park, Sprague Lake, and the Alluvial Fan. A 3.5-hour Elk Watching Photo Tour (adults $90, children ages 4-12 $70, children ages 4 and under $60) with a similar itinerary is offered in the fall.


Yellow Wood Guiding (303/775-5484, www.ywguiding.com, year-round) specializes in hiking, nature, sightseeing, and photography tours. Hiking destinations include Glacier Gorge and lakes accessible from the Bear Lake Trailhead. The four-hour tours run $310 for 1-2 guests and $45 for each additional guest.


Thomas Mangan Photography (303/517-5325, www.thomasmangan.com) offers photo tours and instruction for up to three participants. The four-hour tour costs $350 for one person and $50 for each additional guest over age two. There is also a 2.5-hour off-season tour ($250 for one person, $25 for each additional guest).


Wildland Trekking (800/715-4453, www.wildlandtrekking.com, $275 pp for two people, pricing varies by party size) provides a variety of guided experiences in Rocky, including a 7-10-mi (11.3-16.1-km) hike in the Bear Lake/Glacier Gorge region, and a 9-mi (14.4 km) hike in the Fern Lake/Odessa Gorge region. Both day adventures include snacks, lunch, and two items for use during the hike: trekking poles and a technical day pack.


Kirks Mountain Adventures (230 E. Elkhorn Ave., Estes Park, 970/577-0790, www.kirksmountainadventures.com, 7am-6pm daily May, 7am-7pm daily June, 7am-8pm daily July and Aug., 8am-5pm daily fall and winter), a highly respected local outdoors shop, leads three-, six- and eight-hour hikes to waterfalls, lakes, and other natural attractions. A three-hour hike is $120 per person with a two-guest minimum (or $165 for one person).


Kent Mountain Adventure Center (520 Steamer Pkwy., Estes Park, 970/586-5990, www.kentmountain.com) leads a mountaineering adventure ($349 for one person, $388 for two people) to Andrew’s Glacier that includes introductory ice ax and crampon instruction. The center also offers guided full-day hikes ($349 pp, $189 pp for two or more people) to Sky Pond and Odessa Gorge.


Tour Estes Park (303/260-8134, https://tourestespark.com, year-round) is a one-person operation led by Estes Park local Bruce Davies. Three-, four- and six-hour tours ($250-475 for two people) are tailored to include sightseeing, hiking, fishing, or (in winter) snowshoeing.


REI Adventures (800/622-2236, www.rei.com) offers a Rocky Mountain National Park Hiking & Camping trip ($1,949 for REI members; $2,124 for nonmembers) that includes visits to Lake Haiyaha, The Loch, Bear Lake, and Nymph Lake. Additional hikes in the Mummy Range, Wild Basin region, and Kawuneeche Valley round out a five-day itinerary.


Driving Tours


Old Fall River Road


This approximately 35-mi (56-km) loop drive travels through the montane, subalpine, and tundra ecosystems, giving visitors a taste of Rocky’s great biodiversity. Plan this drive for summer or fall, when both Old Fall River Road and Trail Ridge Road are open. With no stops, the drive will take approximately 1.5 hours; with stops, it can take a half day. Vehicles over 25 feet (8 meters) long and vehicles pulling trailers are not allowed on Old Fall River Road.


To start, depart from the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station and drive 3.1 mi (5 km) northwest on Highway 36. Along this stretch of road, you’ll have great views of Longs Peak and many other mountain peaks to your south. At Deer Ridge Junction, continue north on Highway 34, passing Horseshoe Park (4.7 mi/7.6 km). Take a left at the sign for Old Fall River Road (4.8 mi/7.7 km) and head west along Endovalley Road. The Alluvial Fan will soon be on your right (5.4 mi/8.7 km), and it is possible to get a good look at this natural feature without leaving your car. At 6.2 mi (10 km), you will reach the historic one-way section of Old Fall River Road. The next 9 mi (14.5 km) offer great views, a fun driving experience (if your idea of fun is hairpin turns and narrow roads!), and, at the height of summer, a chance to observe some beautiful wildflowers just beyond your bumpers.


At 7.7 mi (12.4 km) into the tour, get out of your car and walk a short distance down to beautiful Chasm Falls. Around 8 mi (12.9 km), note the many large boulders alongside Old Fall River Road; these are called glacial erratics. At 10 mi (16.1 km), pass by gabions—rows of cages of rocks that help protect the road from landslides. You’ll get your first look at the back of the Alpine Visitor Center and Trail Ridge Store at 12.1 mi (19.5 km); then at 13.9 mi (22.4 km), Fall River Pass comes into full view. At 15 mi (24 km) into the drive, Old Fall River Road meets with the Alpine Visitor Center parking lot at 11,796 feet (3,595 meters) elevation. Park if you can and take a half hour to view the exhibits in the visitor center. Then exit the parking lot and head east on Trail Ridge Road. Along the way, take in the Lava Cliffs (17.2 mi/28 km), Rock Cut (19.2 mi/31 km), and the Forest Canyon Overlook (21.3 mi/34 km). Two other superb overlook areas still lie ahead: Rainbow Curve (24.1 mi/39 km) and Many Parks Curve (28.1 mi/45 km). Continue driving back to Deer Ridge Junction (32.1 mi/52 km) and then along Highway 36 to your starting point.


Bear Lake Driving Tour


Most people use Bear Lake Road solely as a means of traveling to a trailhead, but this well-maintained thoroughfare can also be an enjoyable driving tour for visitors on a tight schedule. The road starts 0.2 mi (0.3 km) west of the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station and is approximately 9.5 mi (15.3 km) one-way in length.


Near the start, get a good look at an elk exclosure (1.1 mi/1.8 km); this is an area fenced off from elk with the purpose of protecting vegetation that is vital to a variety of other wildlife. You will notice that the trees are dense in the exclosure, compared with its surroundings. Next, a fantastic view of Moraine Park unfolds (1.3 mi/2.1 km). A gushing section of the Big Thompson River (2 mi/3.2 km) is on the right-hand side of the road, which is even more impressive to look at on the return trip. After passing turnoffs for Tuxedo Park, Hollowell Park, and Sprague Lake—all stops worth making if you have the time—a very pretty view unfolds of Hallett Peak and Flattop Mountain (6.5 mi/10.5 km). Shortly after the Bierstadt Lake Trailhead (6.9 mi/11.1 km) the road narrows and steepens, and a sign alerts drivers that no roadside parking is allowed from this point to where the road dead-ends. Pass the Glacier Gorge Trailhead (8.5 mi/13.7 km) and finally, at 9.5 mi (15.3 km), arrive at the Bear Lake parking lot. At this point you should check out Bear Lake—if a parking spot is available—before returning the way you came.


Sights


BEAVER MEADOWS AND MORAINE PARK



S Beaver Meadows Visitor Center



Usually guests to a national park make a beeline for the front doors of a visitor center, eager to chat with a ranger or to purchase a souvenir. In the case of the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center (1000 Hwy. 36, 970/586-1206, www.nps.gov/romo, 9am-6pm mid-June-early Sept., reduced hours in fall, winter, spring) it is actually worth lingering for a while outside the entrance, taking in the structural details that make this building a National Historic Landmark. The center’s architect, Thomas Casey, was an apprentice to the legendary Frank Lloyd Wright and utilized his “organic principles” throughout, building in harmony with the land. This boxy building is primarily made of steel and sandstone, and its pastel colors came naturally with time through weathering. The structure was completed in 1967 and received its National Historic Landmark designation in 2001. The visitor center now houses the park’s administrative offices, a Rocky Mountain Conservancy Nature Store, an auditorium, and an information desk. Surprisingly, there are no large exhibits or displays in this center (the outside of the building is the main “exhibit”), but a relief map located downstairs is a great resource for getting oriented to the park’s geologic features.


The Beaver Meadows Visitor Center is located on Highway 36, 1.2 mi (1.9 km) east of the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station.


Moraine Park Discovery Center


In the early 1900s, homesteader Imogene Green MacPherson ran a bustling tourism operation, The Moraine Lodge, where the Moraine Park Discovery Center (Bear Lake Rd., 1.5 mi/2.4 km from the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station, 970/586-1206, 9am-5pm daily June through mid-Oct.) is now located. For $45 a week, travelers enjoyed three meals a day, a place to stay, a horse to ride, and a variety of activities such as tennis, hiking, and mule trips. It is hard to imagine, but at one time 40 buildings and tent-style dwellings were scattered about in this general vicinity. The Discovery Center building served as an office and the main gathering place for dances and other social events. In 1931, the National Park Service purchased the lodge, and nearly everything else was demolished.


Today, the two-story log structure that remains is a busy visitor center with interactive natural history exhibits and a small gift shop stocked with Rocky Mountain Conservancy items. The building, along with the adjacent Moraine Park Amphitheater, is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. A short, 0.6-mi (1-km) family-friendly interpretive Nature Trail starts just outside the steps of the front entrance; a self-guided tour booklet for the trail can be purchased for $2. Upstairs, there is a large picture window for taking in the scenery of Moraine Park. Park shuttles do not stop at the center, so plan on arriving at this location by car.


From the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station, travel west on Highway 36 for approximately 0.2 mi (0.3 km) to Bear Lake Road. Turn left (south) on Bear Lake Road and drive 1.3 mi (2.1 km). The Moraine Park Discovery Center is on your left.




Artist-in-Residence Program


Nature and creativity long intersected in the park’s Artist-in-Residence program (www.nps.gov/romo), a special summertime opportunity offered from 1984 to 2018 to professional visual artists, storytellers, performing artists, photographers, writers, composers, and musicians. Just a handful of coveted spots existed for artists-in-residence, who enjoyed accommodations in the William Allen White Cabins in exchange for a piece of creative work that was donated to the park’s permanent art collection. Art pieces were displayed in the Moraine Park Discovery Center, the park’s other visitor centers, or at special events in the gateway towns. Artists also conducted several presentations about their craft to park visitors during their stay. The resulting pieces served to promote and highlight the park in a way that no brochure or newspaper advertisement ever could. Visitors, meanwhile, might be motivated to flex their own creative muscles after viewing, hearing, or experiencing the work of artists-in-residence. The program was put on an undefined hold starting in 2018, due to restoration work at the cabins, but there are indications that it may be reinstated soon. Should this opportunity return, artists inspired by the special beauty of Rocky will no doubt rejoice.





William Allen White Cabins


Writers and artists often remove themselves from all distractions as they craft a masterpiece. For the late Pulitzer Prize-winning writer and newspaper editor William Allen White (1868-1944), the natural palette and solitude of Rocky served as a perfect retreat. White summered in Rocky 1912-1943, and today his home and outbuildings still stand about 300 yards (274 meters) from the Moraine Park Discovery Museum. Though White’s wife was with him during these summer visits, he stole away often to a small dedicated writing studio to pen works short and long. He is perhaps best known for “What’s the Matter with Kansas?” an editorial he wrote in 1896 for The Emporia Gazette, the newspaper where he served as a longtime editor. White received his Pulitzer Prize for an editorial titled “To an Anxious Friend,” the subject of which was free speech. He was also the author of numerous books. After White passed away, his cabins were still owned by family members until 1972, when the park purchased them. In 1973, they were the first location in Rocky to be added to the National Register of Historic Places.


The general public is not allowed entry to the buildings—which include a main cabin, two sleeping cabins, a privy, and White’s writing cabin—though they can be observed from Bear Lake Road.


From the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station, travel west on Highway 36 for 0.2 mi (0.3 km) to Bear Lake Road. Turn left (south) on Bear Lake Road and drive 1.5 mi (2.4 km). The William Allen White Cabins can be viewed on your left.



S Moraine Park



Moraine Park is considered by geologists to be one of the best exposures of glacial moraines in the Rocky Mountains. A moraine consists of natural materials that were put in place by the land-scouring action of a glacier. A handful of small glaciers at one time converged in the area of Moraine Park; with impressive force, they deposited voluminous mounds of rocks and dirt to the south, east, and north of the valley floor. The north and south moraines are lateral moraines—piles that form on the sides of the glacier—while the moraine at the foot of Eagle Cliff Mountain to the east is a terminal moraine—the spot where a glacier finally ceased its slide and melted away. Glaciers visited the area of Moraine Park more than once, retreating for the last time approximately 10,000 years ago.


In the present day, in any season, Moraine Park’s expansive meadow is simply stunning. In the summer, Moraine Park is especially beautiful, with the Big Thompson River curling through its verdant grasses. In the fall, this is a prime place to watch bull elk battle each other for mating rights for eligible cows. Day-trippers to this spot might choose to drive by the meadow, stop for a picnic lunch, or cast a line into the Big Thompson’s waters. Not surprisingly, an overnight stay in the Moraine Park Campground offers great access to activities in Moraine Park.


To get to Moraine Park, travel west on Highway 36 for 0.2 mi (0.3 km) to Bear Lake Road. Turn left (south) on Bear Lake Road and drive for 1.6 mi (2.6 km). There is a small parking lot and picnic table in this spot on the eastern end of Moraine Park. Another great spot for viewing Moraine Park is on Fern Lake Road, which travels along the northern border of Moraine Park.


TOP EXPERIENCE



S Elk Viewing



Everywhere you go, there they are: elk. Current estimates place the park’s elk population at 700, and they are easier to spot—and surely more photographed—than any other mammal here. In mid-March, look for bull elk that have recently dropped their antlers (and if you see a rack sitting in a meadow, leave it be), only to immediately grow new ones. In early summer, keep an eye out for all-too-precious calves gallivanting on spindly legs. By far the biggest elk attraction of the year comes in early fall, when there is a nip to the air and the leaves are just beginning to turn. Elk mating season, also known as the elk “rut,” runs September-mid-October, and is a spectacle to be sure. Males fight one another to assert dominance and attract females, soak their bodies in their own urine, and wildly thrash around in trees and other foliage—often emerging with a disheveled tangle of branches and leaves wound around their antlers. A mixture of high-pitched whistles and grunts called “bugling” is the way bull elk ward off competition and express rampant sexual desire.




[image: image]


1: view of Moraine Park from Deer Mountain 2: Moraine Park Discovery Center 3: the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center 4: male elk clashing antlers during the fall rut





The elk rut generally takes place in Moraine Park, Horseshoe Park, Upper Beaver Meadows, and the Kawuneeche Valley. Park staff restrict fishing and foot travel in prime mating areas during the rut to give these mammals space and ensure the safety of visitors. Be sure to observe posted signs of closures. No matter what time of the year, keep a distance of 75 feet (23 meters) or more from elk (and all wildlife, for that matter; for bears, a distance of 120 feet (36 meters) is recommended) when viewing or photographing them. The mammals may be accustomed to humans and their cameras and cars, but they will not stand for harassment from people. Death by goring or significant injuries can occur if visitors get too close to elk. I have seen many instances of elk getting cornered by people and cars, and it is a tense and scary situation. On one occasion, I witnessed a man stalking an elk in full camouflage—a not-okay move. Use a telephoto camera lens for photos if possible, or simply be satisfied with the image you do capture, even if it is just a brown, blurry speck. You will always have the story to tell even if you do not have the picture.


An outstanding place to view elk is a single picnic table located on the road heading to Moraine Park Campground. Families and groups of friends will gather at this spot in October to eat a meal and track elk with binoculars. Like all other picnicking spots, there are no reservations for this table; just snag it if you see it is free.


Of the many magical experiences to be had in Rocky, camping at Moraine Park Campground during the elk rut is one of them. I personally love drifting in and out of sleep all night while the elk bugle away nearby, but if you need a solid eight hours of z’s, consider bringing along a good set of earplugs.


Big Thompson River


The 78-mi-long (126-km-long) Big Thompson River is life-giving in more ways than one. For starters, the river’s lush riparian habitat plays host to numerous plants, insects, fish, birds, and mammals. Furthermore, the Big Thompson is part of a massive water collection and diversion system—the Colorado-Big Thompson Project—that is critical to farms, ranchlands, and homes on the Front Range of Colorado. The river is most celebrated for being a fabulous spot to fish. The headwaters of the Big Thompson are in Forest Canyon south of Trail Ridge Road; there is no trail access to this spot. Instead, some of your best bets for fishing or admiring “The Big T”—as it is referred to by locals—are in Moraine Park, or along the Fern Lake Trail. In Moraine Park, the water fancifully winds through a vast meadow, at times branching off into streams and side channels. Along the Fern Lake Trail, the Big Thompson looks very different; its gushing waters are flanked by rocks and trees. Once outside the park, the Big Thompson continues east through the town of Estes Park before its waters join with Estes Lake. From there, the river travels through the Big Thompson Canyon all the way to Loveland, where it eventually merges with the South Platte River.



Tuxedo Park



As the story goes, fancy dress-up parties were held in this area of the park around the 1920s and 1930s. Men and women affiliated with the nearby YMCA of the Rockies would don their formal attire—including tuxedos for men—and enjoy a picnic dinner in this area. Today, Tuxedo Park is still an enjoyable picnic spot, with tables situated along Glacier Creek. Though Tuxedo Park is not listed on the complimentary park map, the free park shuttle stops here in the busy season. There is also a small parking lot west of the shuttle stop, and a trail that is used by YMCA visitors.


From the Beaver Meadows Entrance Station, drive 0.2 mi (0.3 km) west on Highway 36 to Bear Lake Road. Turn left (south) on Bear Lake Road and drive 2.5 mi (4 km) to Tuxedo Park; both the shuttle stop and a parking lot will be on your left.


BEAR LAKE AREA


Hollowell Park


One of the more remarkable features of Hollowell Park is the view it provides of a massive, human-made scar on the earth. After stepping out of your vehicle at the parking lot and walking toward the trailhead sign, you will immediately notice it (provided it isn’t winter): across the valley, on a steep mountainside, a wide and long trail carved out between a thick forest of Douglas fir. The trail is filled with aspen trees whose colors “pop” magnificently in the summer and especially in the fall. While pretty to view, it is important to note this swath is a product of environmental degradation. In 1907, when the wheels were put in motion to build the historic Stanley Hotel in Estes Park, this area served as a busy logging trail for workers delivering wood from a sawmill to the site of the hotel. Officials expect that forest will eventually regrow in this path, but it could take decades more. Fortunately, Hollowell Park has other fine attributes, including a hiking trail that provides access to several wilderness campsites and connects with other popular east-side hiking trails. The meadow itself is big and beautiful, and there is a nice, partially shaded picnic area at the trailhead. Hollowell Park was also once the site of a large Civilian Conservation Corps work camp.
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Location Price Season Amenities
Moraine Park Bear Lake/ $30-35 year-round tentand RV sites;
Campground East Side shuttle stop
Glacier Basin Bear Lake/ $35-70 late May- tentand RV sites;
Campground East Side mid-Sept. group sites;

shuttle stop

Aspenglen Fall River $35 late May- tentand RV sites
Campground late Sept.
Longs Peak Longs Peak $35 July-early Sept.  tent-only sites
Campground
Olive Ridge Wild Basin $25-50 late May- tentand RV sites
Campground late Sept.
(USFs)
Meeker Park Wild Basin $14 mid-June- tentand RV sites
Overflow early Sept.
Campground
(USFS)
TimberCreek  Kawuneeche $35 late May- tentand RV sites
Campground Valley late Sept.
Green Ridge Arapaho National $25-76 late May- tentand RV sites
Campground Recreation Area mid-Oct.
(USFS)
Stillwater Arapaho National $28-58 mid-May- tentand RV sites
Campground Recreation Area mid-Oct.
(USFS)
Sunset Point Arapaho National $29-58 mid-May- tentand RV sites
Campground Recreation Area late Sept.
(USFs)
Arapaho Bay Arapaho National $25-50 late May- tentand RV sites
Campgrounds  Recreation Area mid-Oct.
(USFs)
Long Draw Long Draw Road  $22-44 July-mid-Nov. tentand RV sites
Campground and Corral Creek
(USFS)
Grandview Long DrawRoad  $22 July-mid-Nov. tentsites
Campground and Corral Creek

(USFs)






OEBPS/graphics/028_01_01-shuttle.jpg
,,h L » 1 i \
-l
SITORS SHUTTL






OEBPS/graphics/018_01_00a-morainescene_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/033_01_00c-bunyansbootsnow_h.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/036_01_02-lilylakefish.jpg





