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				Astrology is all about the planets in our skies and what energy and characteristics influence us. From ancient times, people have wanted to understand the rhythms of life and looked to the skies and their celestial bodies for inspiration, and the ancient constellations are there in the 12 zodiac signs we recognise from astrology. The Ancient Greeks devised narratives related to myths and legends about their celestial ancestors, to which they referred to make decisions and choices. Roman mythology did the same and over the years these ancient wisdoms became refined into today’s modern astrology.

				The configuration of the planets in the sky at the time and place of our birth is unique to each and every one of us, and what this means and how it plays out throughout our lives is both fascinating and informative. Just knowing which planet rules your sun sign is the beginning of an exploratory journey that can provide you with a useful tool for life. 
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				Understanding the meaning, energetic nature and power of each planet, where this sits in your birth chart and what this might mean is all important information and linked to your date, place and time of birth, relevant only to you. Completely individual, the way in which you can work with the power of the planets comes from understanding their qualities and how this might influence the position in which they sit in your chart.

				What knowledge of astrology can give you is the tools for working out how a planetary pattern might influence you, because of its relationship to your particular planetary configuration and circumstances. Each sun sign has a set of characteristics linked to its ruling planet – for example, Pisces is ruled by Neptune – and, in turn, to each of the 12 Houses (see page 81) that form the structure of every individual’s birth chart (see page 78). Once you know the meanings of these and how these relate to different areas of your life, you can begin to work out what might be relevant to you when, for example, you read in a magazine horoscope that there’s a Full Moon in Capricorn or that Jupiter is transiting Mars.

				Each of the 12 astrological or zodiac sun signs is ruled by a planet (see page 52) and looking at a planet’s characteristics will give you an indication of the influences brought to bear on each sign. It’s useful to have a general understanding of these influences, because your birth chart includes many of them, in different house or planetary configurations, which gives you information about how uniquely you you are. Also included in this book are the minor planets (see page 102), also relevant to the information your chart provides. 
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				PISCES

			

		

		
			
				Our sun sign is determined by the date of our birth wherever we are born, and if you are a Pisces you were born between February 19th and March 20th. Bear in mind, however, that if you were born on one or other of those actual dates it’s worth checking your time of birth, if you know it, against the year you were born and where. That’s because no one is born ‘on the cusp’ (see page 78) and because there will be a moment on those days when Aquarius shifts to Pisces, and Pisces shifts to Aries. It’s well worth a check, especially if you’ve never felt quite convinced that the characteristics of your designated sun sign match your own.

				The constellation of Pisces (Latin for fishes) is a large configuration of stars formed of two geometric shapes joined by a V. Greek mythology tells the story of Aphrodite, goddess of love, and her son Eros, and how they transformed into fish to escape the wrath of Gaia, their tails tied together so they wouldn’t lose each other in the waters of the Euphrates. 

			

		

		
			
				PISCES

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				12

			

		

		
			
				pisces

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

		
			
				Pisces is ruled by the planet Neptune, god of the seas, and embodies their emotional, ever-fluctuating tides. The constantly changing oceans can be mysterious, the shimmering of reflected light creating n illusionary effect and hiding their depth. 

				A water sign (like Cancer and Scorpio), Pisces experiences the world very much through their feelings and is often extremely intuitive and in-tune with other people. Pisces is also a mutable sign (like Gemini, Virgo and Sagittarius) and well able to adapt to almost any situation they find themselves in, moving fluidly through the different social groups in which they might find themselves. This fluidity may make setting boundaries necessary, otherwise Pisces can sometimes find themselves overwhelmed by trying to be all things to all people, and the word No is a very useful one for Pisces to learn as they mature. Imagination (which can also lead to great empathy) is another of their creative gifts and their ability to weave magic through writing, art, music or dramatic performance is a very Pisces trait.
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				The sign  of Pisces shows two fishes tied to one another (like Aphrodite and Eros in the constellation) but travelling in opposite directions, indicating conflicting desires and, arising from this, the deeper tensions felt.
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				physical power

				Pisces rules the feet, and these can prove to be sensitive in this sign, with a vulnerability to problems with the 26 bones and connecting muscles and tendons.
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