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      · VOODOO TEMPLE ·
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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
      

      
      Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
      

      
      Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Invincible

      
      Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
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      Mahoot: Gunner’s cabin boy
      

      
      Mozzy: Gunner’s bosun
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Slicer: Gunner’s cook
      

      
      Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes that once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor
      

      
      Slitgut: A fearsome pirate who captains the ship The Enemy

      
      Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a ship called The Siren

      
      Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in Town who cheats people
      

      
      Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s first mate
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      The Legend of the Voodoo Temple

      
      The wind rocked the pirate ship The Invincible against the dock. The timbers creaked eerily. Snakeboot, the ship’s cat, sat curled on the galley table, his ghostly eyes
         glowing in the light of a flickering candle. Slicer, The Invincible’s cook, glanced fearfully into the shadows, then at the three boys who sat with him at the table.
      

      
      ‘Al,’ said Slicer, looking at the tallest boy, ‘you should never have showed Captain Gunner that treasure map.’
      

      
      ‘Why?’ asked Al Breas. ‘Captain Gunner can’t wait to find the jewels hidden in the caves on Ruby Island.’

      
      ‘It’s pure madness going to the voodoo caves,’ warned Slicer. ‘Please try to talk Captain Gunner out of this adventure. Tell
         him to let Snotty Nell take all the risks and find the treasure first. If you’d heard the legends, then you’d never go.’
      

      
      ‘What legends?’ asked Mahoot, Captain Gunner’s cabin boy.

      
      ‘They’re too frightening to tell young boys,’ said Slicer. ‘I’ve pleaded with Captain Gunner not to go, nor to race Snotty
         for the treasure. Instead, we should lie in wait, attack and rob her …’ He lowered his voice. ‘If she ever comes back.’
      

      
      ‘You have to tell us the stories now, Slicer,’ urged Owen. ‘Al and I found the treasure map in a crystal locket, but then
         Snotty stole it from us. Luckily Al had made a copy, which is what we gave to Gunner.’
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      ‘It wasn’t lucky you made a copy,’ said Slicer. ‘I wish I’d never heard about the caves and the abandoned voodoo temple!’
         He put his head in his hands, nervous sweat pouring from him.
      

      
      ‘Tell us!’ pleaded the three boys simultaneously.

      
      Slicer took a deep breath and began his tale. ‘Legends say there is a voodoo temple deep within the Impenetrable Mountains
         on Ruby Island. The temple is said to be full of priceless rubies, but no one has ever found it. Those who’ve tried have never
         returned, or worse, have come back raving mad!’ Slicer’s eyes widened, showing their whites. ‘Do you still want me to go on?’
         he asked.
      

      
      The boys nodded.

      
      ‘The temple was guarded by a tribe of voodoo priests. They worshipped the mighty god, Koku,’ whispered Slicer. ‘Koku had blue
         skin, six arms, three eyes and a mighty mouth that shot tongues of flame. When angry, he would tear flesh from his foes with
         his hideous silver nails, then place their heads on a toasting rack and grill them over one of his flaming tongues.
      

      
      ‘His priests worshipped at his feet in a temple that could only be reached by going through dense jungle. It was impossible
         for anyone who was not a priest to find it, because the trail was blocked by curses and evil demons. Not even the king knew
         how to get there.’
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