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Introduction





About this book




A note for teachers


The content can be used by teachers to create lessons, as well as providing resources and activities for students to complete activities or research topics independently.


Teachers will design their own curriculum for their own school, making sure it meets the needs of their students, as well as reflecting their own local area. They may decide to teach History as its own subject, or they may teach it within a Humanities context alongside, or integrated with Geography, RVE (Religion, Values and Ethics), Social Studies and Business Studies.





Whether you study History as its own subject, or within a Humanities context, it is important for everyone to gain the knowledge, understanding and skills to help you to develop as ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the wider world.


This book reflects the changing history of the people of Wales over approximately the last 1000 years. It allows you to explore the important changes that have resulted in the Wales we live in today. It helps you to see how Welsh history, language, culture, and cynefin are connected, both in the past and today. The skills honed through this enquiry, exploration and investigation help us to develop as ambitious and capable learners.


The book covers the development of Wales as a multicultural society, so that we understand how Wales has developed and continues to develop. It explores the lives of the people born in Wales, as well as those who have made Wales their home. We can see the contribution being made by all those who live here, and can begin to think about ourselves as enterprising, creative contributors in our own right.


The book links events studied to the history of Wales, as well as their global context. It will challenge students to form their own opinions on enquiries and the topics within them, and to begin to see them as complex issues. Giving you the skills to analyse and evaluate issues, situations and dilemmas will help you on the path to becoming healthy, confident individuals able to make your voice heard as a valuable member of society.


Features of the book
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Progression in History


As you study different topics, your knowledge and understanding of History in Wales will grow. We all need to be able to comprehend the world around us, to be able to analyse ideas and situations, to be able to synthesise different aspects and attitudes, and to evaluate the options we face in any dilemma. Each topic gives you the opportunity to practise these skills which are important for future life.


About this Curriculum for Wales


‘What matters’ statements and the four purposes


The content of this book will help you to gain an understanding of the five ‘what matters’ statements within the Humanities area of learning and experiences.


Together, these ‘what matters’ statements contribute to the four purposes of the curriculum:
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Cross-curricular skills


The resources and activities in this book will help you to develop your cross-curricular skills.
















	

Literacy




	



	●  Taking part in class discussions and debates.



	●  Describing, explaining, discussing, evaluating and writing creatively.



	●  Using critical thinking skills when analysing statements and ideas.



	●  Evaluating interpretations and viewpoints.













	

Numeracy




	



	●  Analysing and representing data in various ways.



	●  Using statistics to inform ideas and attitudes.













	

Spiritual, moral, ethical and cultural




	



	●  Learning about the religious and spiritual make-up of Wales.



	●  Exploring how religious and non-religious worldviews have contributed to Welsh spirituality, morality and culture.



	●  Exploring a range of ethical viewpoints on issues important to Welsh society today.



	●  Being part of a tolerant, harmonious society which welcomes all, by becoming informed about its diversity.













	

Digital competence




	



	●  Using the internet to carry out research.



	●  Presenting data and text.













	

Creativity and innovation




	



	●  Presenting information in creative ways.



	●  Imagining possible futures.



	●  Expressing opinions about different viewpoints and ideas.













	

Critical thinking and problem-solving




	



	●  Critically evaluating ideas, teachings and evidence.



	●  Thinking analytically to understand the past and present and to imagine possible futures.













	

Personal effectiveness




	



	●  Working with others to explore Big Questions and ideas.



	●  Working as a team to organise and carry out enquiries.



	●  Evaluating, justifying and expressing your responses.













	

Planning and organising




	



	●  Planning and organising your own learning, including work done outside school as research, homework or presentation.
















About the course planner


Our History course planner provides detailed information on how the content and activities of each lesson link to the elements in the Curriculum for Wales and the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience.


It includes:




	●  Topic title – giving the theme of each topic



	●  Learning objectives – as met in the topic pages of the book



	●  What matters – the statements that relate to the content on the pages



	●  Progression steps – the progression steps that you should be able to make through the activities on the pages. These will be either Progression step 3 or Progression step 4, or a mixture of steps 3 and 4.



	●  Skills – the cross-curricular skills that will be used in the activities



	●  Humanities AoLE links – where the content is relevant to specific subjects of Geography, RVE, Business Studies or Social Studies



	●  Cross-curricular links – where the content is relevant to other AoLEs, including Science and Technology, Mathematics and Numeracy and Health and Well-being.






History skills


The tasks in this textbook help you to develop your historical skills. If you are not sure how to answer a question in this book, then the ideas and hints in this section should help you. It is these historical skills that the Curriculum for Wales is aimed at improving as they can be used in other AoLEs as well as in life after education. 


What is History?


History is the study of what has happened in the past. This is not easy as:




	●  there are lots of different things for historians to find out



	●  the sources of information available to historians are not complete



	●  the sources of information available to historians are not always accurate



	●  the sources can have different perspectives on historical events.
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▲  Historians need to be like detectives – asking lots of questions and using evidence to work out what happened






Understanding chronology


Chronology is putting historical events into the order that they happened.


This timeline shows the events covered in the first chapter of this book.
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Historians sometimes give a name to a period of time, or refer to a period of time as a particular century as a way of helping people to understand when events are happening.




Centuries


A century is a period of 100 years. Historians sometimes use the name of a century rather than talking about specific dates. For example, the sixteenth century is the 100 years between the start of the year 1501 and the end of the year 1600. Events covered by this textbook cover the fifth to the twenty-first centuries.


Sometimes if a historian means approximately around a particular year they will use the letter ‘c’ (short for circa in Latin). For example, around the year 1600 can be written as c.1600. The earliest events in this textbook happen c.500 – around the year 500.







Periods of history


As well as using centuries, there are lots of other ways that historians can describe periods of history.


Sometimes historians refer to a particular era of history. In Wales today, these historical eras are:




	●  the medieval era – from c.500 to c.1500



	●  the early modern era – from c.1500 to c.1800



	●  the modern era – from c.1800 to the present day.






In the history of Wales, periods of time can also be referred to by the name of the monarch ruling at that time. For example, they might refer to the Victorian period, during the reign of Queen Victoria.


Historians sometimes use a name for a period of time that was dominated by a particular event. For example, the Reformation is the name used to describe the period of time in which the Christian Church in Europe split into Protestant and Catholic churches (see Chapter 3). The Industrial Revolution is used to describe the period of time when goods began to be made in factories rather than in people’s homes (see Chapter 5).





You could make a timeline of the main events of your life so far, starting with when you were born and going up to the present day. Think carefully about what scale you will use to try and show exactly when these events occurred.


Analysing evidence


Historians find out about events in the past by using sources of evidence from those events, as well as looking at the research and opinions of other historians who have studied those events.


Historical sources


A historical source is any kind of information from the past, including words, images or objects from the period of time being studied.




Source


I do wish that some of you parents of evacuated children could see the effects on your children of only a few days in the country. If you are feeling anxious about them, I think it would reassure you.


Content – what a source tells or shows us about the past.


A  Herbrand Sackville, government minister in charge of education, speaking in a radio broadcast on 14 September 1939


Attribution – where a source comes from, often including who made it, what kind of source it is, and when it was made





One of the main problems with historical sources that historians have to deal with is that you cannot always trust what they tell us or show us. Sometimes people look at a picture or read a text and believe everything they see. Unfortunately, not everyone knows everything you need to know about an event and not everyone is telling the truth. Sometimes people can have a particular point of view about an event that can be very one-sided. Historians call this bias, and it is important to try and identify it in any historical sources that you are going to use. Just because a source is biased does not mean it is of no use to an historian as it still tells us that person’s views about an event. To completely understand an historical event it is important to get information from as many different points of views as possible. 
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Historical interpretations


An interpretation is someone’s opinion about an event. Interpretations are made when people think back on events that have happened, or when someone researches events that happened in the past.




Interpretation


Haig and other British generals must be blamed for their terrible mistakes. There can never be forgiveness for their sheer incompetence.


The interpretation


How accurate is this interpretation?


From the book Butchers and Bunglers of World War One by military historian and battlefield tour guide John Laffin, published in 2003


How did this person arrive at their view?


Why do they have this particular view?





Common mistakes about historical interpretations:




The person who made this interpretation was not there at the time so they can’t really know what happened.





This is not true as being present at an event does not give you a special understanding of what is happening, as you are restricted to what you can see or hear. Historical interpretations are often based on research, where people have gathered together information from many sources and will often show a greater understanding of events than people who were there would show.




If there are different interpretations about an historical event then one of them must be wrong.





This is also not true as it is possible for different people to arrive at different conclusions about an event and none of them be wrong – they are just different. This can happen because one person making an interpretation can be using different evidence to someone else, or because they are making their interpretation for a different purpose than someone else. 


Making judgements


A historian is like a detective, using evidence to try and work out what has happened. However, a historian is also like a judge, making decisions about what historical events mean, about the importance of what happened about who or what is responsible for what happened. Two of the most common areas of history that historians have to make judgements about are to do with change and continuity, as well as causes and consequences.


Change and continuity


Change is about the differences between periods of time, while continuity is about the things that stay the same across periods of time.


Example: The changing lives of the rich and poor in the medieval and Tudor periods (see Chapter 2).




Change


The rich stopped living in castles to defend themselves from attack and built themselves more comfortable manor houses and mansions.







Continuity


The poorest people in the countryside continued to live in simple cottages, often in a single room shared with their animals.





There are two judgements that historians make about changes during a period of time:




	1  Which was the most important change? To make this judgement, you should consider a number of different changes, rather than just looking at one. It is important to be able to give reasons for your choice about which is the most important change rather than just saying what you think it is.



	2  How much did things change? To make this judgement you should make a list of the things that changed, identifying those things that changed more than others. You should also consider how much continuity there was when making your final judgement.






Causes and consequences


Causes are the reasons why events happen, and consequences are the impact of events.
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It is important to remember that there is always more than one cause or consequence of an event


Example: the Industrial Revolution (see Chapter 5).


There are different causes and consequences of events:




	1  Some causes and consequences happen over a shorter period of time, others happen over a longer period of time.



	2  Some causes and consequences are deliberate, while some are accidental.



	3  Some causes and consequences can be put into different categories. For example, they could be political if they involved the government making decisions, or they could be economic if they are about money.






The judgement that historians make about causes or consequences is which was the most important of all the causes, which was the most important of all the consequences of that event.


To work this out they balance out the arguments for and against the importance of each cause or consequence.
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1  Why was the ruler of England important to Wales?


Throughout the period 1000 to 1536 the kings of England attempted to extend their control over large parts of Wales. They met with mixed success. It was not until the reign of King Henry VIII in 1536 that there was a union between England and Wales. After that date the Welsh tended to support the monarch during the troubled times of the seventeenth century.
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Your challenge in this chapter will be to consider how important the ruler of England was to how Wales was governed, investigating the key turning points in the relationship between the rulers of England and Wales, and to decide which English monarch had the greatest impact on how Wales was governed in this period.

1.1  What was Wales like in early medieval times?


Objectives


	1  Describe the social and political structure of Wales before 1066


	2  Explain how the situation in Wales before 1066 differed from that in England







A
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Key terms

Llys – the royal court of a Welsh ruler

Bard – a professional Welsh poet and minstrel

Diocese – a Church district that is the responsibility of a bishop




[Wales] is two hundred miles long and about one hundred miles wide. It takes some eight days to travel the whole length from the mouth of the River Gwygir in Anglesey to Portskewett in Gwent … Its high mountains, deep valleys and large forests, its rivers and marshes, make travelling across Wales very difficult.

B  From A Description of Wales by the monk Gerald of Wales, 1194 




Activities


	
1  Using Diagram A, describe what Wales was like before 1066. In your answer you should refer to:


	a  how it was ruled


	b  how the people lived


	c  why it was difficult to conquer.






	2  What does Source B tell you about the problems facing any invasion force planning to attack Wales?


	3  Work together in pairs to copy and complete the table below.











	
What were the differences between Wales and England before 1066?





	
Wales


	
England







	 
	 






	4  Use what you have found out about what Wales was like in early medieval times to explain how far you agree with this statement: ‘Life in Wales in early medieval times was very different from our lives today.’ 






1.2  Norman attempts to conquer Wales


Objectives


	1  Understand the political situation in Wales in 1063 on the death of Gruffudd ap Llywelyn


	2  Explore how the Normans attempted to move into Wales






Wales on the eve of the death of Gruffudd ap Llywelyn

During the later medieval period (1066–1500), Wales was divided into a number of kingdoms, each with its own ruler. The largest of these kingdoms were Gwynedd in the north, Powys in mid-Wales, and Deheubarth, Morgannwg and Gwent in the south. Occasionally one ruler would gain control over neighbouring regions, and this happened with Gruffudd ap Llywelyn, prince of Gwynedd, who extended his control over Powys and Deheubarth. He also challenged the power of the King of England, Edward the Confessor. In 1063, however, he was betrayed and killed by his own soldiers. His empire fell apart and Wales once again split into small kingdoms which were more vulnerable to attack by English aggressors.


Gruffydd, King of the Welsh, was killed by his own subjects on 5th August, 1063, and his head and his ship’s beak with its ornaments were sent to Earl Harold, who sent them on to King Edward.

A  An extract from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 1063



Meanwhile in England

The year 1066 was a turning point in the history of England. In October, the Saxon, King Harold II was defeated and killed at the Battle of Hastings by Duke William of Normandy, France. William took control of England and became its first Norman ruler, King William I, or the Conqueror. One battle had changed the course of English history and it also had a significant impact on the history of Wales.

The Norman barons begin to push into Wales

In the years immediately after 1066, William the Conqueror was too busy putting down rebellions across England to try to extend Norman rule into Wales. Instead, he allowed the earldoms he had created, with land on the border, to expand into Wales themselves. He appointed three of his most trusted Norman barons to rule there in his name:
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Key terms

Earldom – land held by an earl

Baron – a very important Norman nobleman
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▲  Hugh of Avranches was made Earl of Chester
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▲  Roger of Montgomery was made Earl of Shrewsbury
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▲  William Fitzosbern (William’s cousin) was made Earl of Hereford






The Normans push into north Wales

In 1070, Hugh, Earl of Chester, with his cousin, Robert of Rhuddlan, began their invasion along the coast of north Wales from their fortress at Chester. In 1073, Robert built a motte and bailey castle at Rhuddlan to guard the crossing of the River Clwyd and later he pushed into Gwynedd, building another castle at Degannwy to mark the edge of his territory at the River Conwy. Castles came to play a very important role in imposing Norman rule over Wales.
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Key term

Motte and Bailey – a castle on a mound (motte) and with a courtyard (bailey)
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B  Map showing the Norman advances into Wales





The Normans push into mid-Wales

In 1071, Roger, Earl of Shrewsbury, marched along the Severn Valley and crossed the mountain ranges of mid-Wales to the coast of Ceredigion, securing his conquests by building a castle at Cardigan. During the 1090s, Hugh the Proud, the son of Earl Roger of Shrewsbury, advanced south as far as Pembroke where he built another castle.

The Normans push into south Wales

In 1067, the Earl of Hereford, crossed the Welsh border and captured lands in the kingdoms of Gwent and Brycheiniog. To protect his new lands, he built castles at Monmouth and Chepstow but the surrounding hills remained in Welsh hands. Resistance by Rhys ap Tewdwr, Prince of Deheubarth, blocked their advances but after his death the Normans progressed quickly into the rest of south Wales.


Despite having superior military power and the building of many castles, few of the territorial gains made by the Norman barons in Wales before 1100 were permanent. Even where they were, the Norman barons were often incapable of imposing direct and consistent control over the Welsh. The first two Norman Kings, William I and William II, increased royal influence in Wales only slightly.

C  David Moore, a historian, writing in his book The Welsh Wars of Independence, 2005 
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D  The motte and bailey castle built at Rhuddlan by Robert in 1073
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▲  William I met Rhys ap Tewdwr in 1081




The creation of the March of Wales

By 1100 the Normans had been only partially successful in advancing into Wales and for the next 200 years fought over the border between Wales and England. This border region became known as the March of Wales and the Norman barons who had been granted lordships to expand and protect this region were known as the Marcher Lords. Their rule lasted from the end of the eleventh century until the Act of Union between England and Wales in 1536.
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Key terms

March of Wales – the area of Wales conquered by individual Norman Marcher lords and held by them from the eleventh to the sixteenth century

Marcher Lords – Norman lords who settled on the border between England and Wales, obtaining land by pushing into Wales by conquest



The relationship between the Welsh rulers and the English Crown

Some Welsh rulers tried to stop the advances of the Norman Marcher Lords into Wales, which angered the King of England. However, some Welsh rulers won the friendship of the King of England and the Marcher Lords to help defeat other rival Welsh rulers. One such Welsh ruler was Rhys ap Tewdwr. 

Rhys ap Tewdwr, Prince of Deheubarth

Rhys became ruler of Deheubarth in 1078. However, in 1081 a rival Welsh prince wanted his throne. Rhys was forced to join forces with Gruffudd ap Cynan, ruler of Gwynedd, to defend his throne and defeat the rival prince.

Later that year, King William I came to Wales from England; it was his only visit. He came along the south coast to St David’s, where he met with Rhys. The agreement they made brought peace to Rhys’ region for the next six years.

When William died in 1087, the new King of England, William Rufus II, encouraged the Norman barons to push further into Wales, to attack and conquer land still under Welsh control. Rhys again had to defend his lands: he joined forces with the prince of the neighbouring kingdom, Brycheiniog.

In April 1093, Rhys was in Brycheiniog, attempting to resist the Normans invading his kingdom near the new Norman castle at Brecon. He was killed during the battle.

Rhys ap Tewdwr did much to bring peace to south-west Wales. However, after he died, there were many more attacks on this region. By 1136, the Normans were firmly in control of south-west Wales.


Princess Gwenllian, ferch Gruffudd ap Cynan (d.1137)


[image: image]


Gwenllian was the daughter of Gruffydd ap Cynan, ruler of Gwynedd. Around 1116, at the age of 18, she married Gruffudd ap Rhys, Prince of Deheubarth in south Wales. They had four sons. In 1137, to try to raise extra troops to help stop the attempts of the Norman lord, Maurice de Londes of Cydweli castle, from pushing into Deheubarth, Gruffydd ap Rhys went to visit Gwenllian’s father in the north, taking his eldest and youngest sons, Maredudd and Rhys, with him. The other two sons, Maelgwyn and Morgan, stayed with their mother. When Maurice heard that Gruffydd had moved north he decided to try to capture the lands of Deheubarth. Gwenllian responded by gathering together her forces and she met the advancing Norman army on the banks of the River Gwendraeth. During the battle, Morgan was killed and both Gwenllian and Maelgwyn were captured. Maurice ordered the execution of Gwenllian. Over 500 Welsh and Norman bodies lay across the battlefield which has been known ever since as Maes Gwenllian (Gwenllian’s field). History remembers her as ‘the Welsh warrior princess’.




Activities


	1  Using Map B, as well as other information from this unit, describe how the Normans attempted to spread their power in Wales.


	2  Study Source C. Using the source and your own knowledge, explain why the Norman Marcher Lords found it difficult to extend their rule over all regions of Wales.


	3  ‘Relations between the ruler of England and the rulers of Wales were always unfriendly and hostile.’ Copy and complete the following table to test the accuracy of this statement.











	
Examples of unfriendly relations


	
Examples of friendly relations







	 
	 






	4  How successful was Rhys ap Tewdwr, Prince of Deheubarth, in resisting Norman rule? 






1.3  Llywelyn the Great


Objectives


	1  Identify how Llywelyn attempted to consolidate Wales under one ruler


	2  Discuss whether Llywelyn deserves the title ‘Great’






Llywelyn ab Iorwerth started life as a prince of Gwynedd in north Wales. By securing the support of England’s King John he was able to extend his rule across larger parts of Wales and become a powerful leader. He became known as ‘Llywelyn the Great’. How did he achieve this status?

Challenges facing Llywelyn

Llywelyn’s father had died when he was an infant, so his father’s lands were divided between his uncles and his cousins. In 1195, Llywelyn decided to take control of his father’s lands and then to expand his rule over the neighbouring Welsh kingdoms. However, he faced some challenges.
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A  Carved stone head thought to be a likeness of Llywelyn ab Iorwerth






In that year [1233] Llywelyn, and a mighty host [army] along with him, went to Brycheiniog, and he burned all the towns and castles that were in that land, and he carried away many spoils [treasure] with him. And he laid siege to the castle of Brecon every day for a whole month with catapults, and he threw [destroyed] the walls to the ground.

B  From the Brut y Tywysogyon (Chronicle of the Princes) written by Welsh monks in the late thirteenth century
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Key term

Siege – when enemy forces surround a town or building, cutting off essential supplies, to force those inside to surrender





[image: image]
C  Map showing the the land ruled by Llywelyn ab Iorwerth in 1234





Llywelyn extends his rule over large parts of Wales
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Key terms

Magna Carta – the Great Charter which was a list of rights the king agreed to uphold

Realm – the area ruled over by a monarch



Llywelyn as supporter of Welsh culture and tradition

Llywelyn made sure that Welsh speakers were chosen as bishops of St David’s and Bangor so that they could communicate with the people. He was generous to the monks and their abbeys at Strata Florida, Aberconwy and Cymer. He founded a Franciscan priory at Llanfaes on Anglesey. He was also generous in his support of the bards, who were important in keeping the oral history of Wales alive.

The last years of Llywelyn the Great

In 1238, Llywelyn called all the rulers of Wales together at Strata Florida Abbey to get them to accept his son Dafydd as his successor. Llywelyn did not want to divide his lands and when his other son Gruffudd protested, he had him put in prison. During the last years of his life, Llywelyn retired to the monastery of Aberconwy. He died there in 1240.


Having started with nothing, Llywelyn ended his days as Prince of Wales in all but name, having achieved this position entirely through his political and military ability.

D  AD Carr, professor of Welsh history, in his book Medieval Wales, 1995




Activities


	1  Study the diagram showing the four challenges that Llywelyn faced when trying to expand his rule across Wales. Explain how he dealt with each of these challenges.


	2  How useful is Source B to a historian studying the methods used by Llywelyn to conquer land in other parts of Wales?


	3  Study Source D which is the view of a modern historian. In pairs, using the information in this section, debate the argument that Llywelyn deserves to be called ‘Llywelyn the Great’. One person should argue for and one person against. Then decide which argument is more persuasive.






1.4  Llywelyn the Last


Objectives


	1  Explain why Llywelyn ap Gruffudd was able to declare himself Prince of Wales


	2  Investigate how Edward I was able to defeat Llywelyn the Last and explore the consequences this had on Wales






Llywelyn ap Gruffudd becomes ruler of Gwynedd

When Dafydd ap Llywelyn, the son of Llywelyn the Great, died in 1246, the throne of Gwynedd was fought over by the sons of his half-brother, Gruffudd (see Picture A). The fighting between the brothers caused King Henry III to invade Gwynedd and in the peace settlement he took away much of their land (see Map B). Their fighting continued until 1255 when Llywelyn finally defeated his brothers at the battle of Bryn Derwin. He was now sole ruler of Gwynedd and could plan to expand his lands.
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A  Family tree of Llywelyn the Last
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B  The kingdoms of Wales following the peace settlement imposed by Henry III





Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and his conflict with Henry III
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▲  Llywelyn ap Gruffudd




	vs
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▲  Henry III









	1  After 1255, Llywelyn started moving into other parts of Wales. By 1257 he ruled the north Wales coast as far as Chester, and had pushed into Powys in the east and Deheubarth in the south.


	2  In 1258, Llywelyn used the title ‘Prince of Wales’, forcing the other Welsh rulers to swear loyalty to him rather than to Henry III.


	3  In 1264, Henry III faced a rebellion by his barons, led by Simon de Montfort. Llywelyn sided with de Montfort and also married his daughter, Eleanor. De Montfort was killed in battle in 1265.


	4  Problems with his barons meant that Henry III had to make peace with Llywelyn. By the 1267 Treaty of Montgomery, Henry recognised Llywelyn as Prince of Wales and gave back all the land he had taken away in 1247.


	5  The other Welsh rulers now recognised Llywelyn as their overlord and allowed him to speak on their behalf with the king. Llywelyn was the first ruler to use the title ‘Prince of Wales’.
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C  Map showing the extent of Llywelyn’s authority in 1267 





Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and his conflict with Edward I

Edward I was very different from his father, Henry III. Determined to make himself ruler of the whole of Britain, with authority over both Wales and Scotland, he invaded Wales twice before finally securing victory.
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▲  Llywelyn ap Gruffudd




	vs
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▲  Edward I









	1   In 1272, Henry III died. Llywelyn refused to attend Edward I’s coronation, claiming he could not trust his safety to the new King.


	2   Relations between Llywelyn and Edward quickly grew worse. Llywelyn refused to renew his homage to Edward on five occasions between 1274 and 1276, even when Edward took his entire court to Chester in 1275.


	3   Edward was furious with Llywelyn. He captured Eleanor, Simon de Montfort’s daughter, when she was sailing from France to marry Llywelyn and refused to release her. Even this did not make Llywelyn give in.


	4   Edward now won the support of Llywelyn’s brother, Dafydd, and the Marcher Lords, who were concerned over the growth of Llywelyn’s power. In November 1276, Edward invaded Wales to deal with ‘the rebel and disturber of the peace’.


	5   Edward sent three armies from Chester, Montgomery and Carmarthen. Edward’s fleet captured Anglesey which meant his soldiers could cut off the food supplies to Gwynedd. Llywelyn was forced to submit.


	6   By the Treaty of Aberconwy in 1277, Llywelyn has lost all his lands except Gwynedd. He had to pay homage to the king in London. Edward built castles at Flint, Rhuddlan, Aberystwyth and Builth to surround Gwynedd.


	7   In 1278, Edward allowed Llywelyn to marry Eleanor in Worcester Cathedral.


	8   On Palm Sunday 1282, Dafydd, who had been rewarded with lands east of the River Conwy for helping Edward, rose up in rebellion against the English forces. Llywelyn had little choice but to join the rebellion to defend his lands.


	9   Edward was now forced to invade Wales for a second time. His armies attacked Gwynedd from three different directions. Not wanting to be encircled in Snowdonia, Llywelyn led his army south towards Builth Wells in mid-Wales.


	10 At Cilmeri on 11 December 1282, Llywelyn, on a mission away from his main army, was spotted by a group of English knights. Llywelyn was attacked and killed, possibly speared through the chest by Stephen de Frankton.
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Key terms

Coronation – the crowning of a monarch

Homage – showing respect to and promising to obey an overlord

Rebel – a person who tries to overthrow a ruler by force, ignoring the law 



The Edwardian Settlement of Wales

The Brut y Tywysogyon (Chronicle of the Princes) ends its account of the year 1282 with the words, ‘then all Wales was cast to the ground’. Llywelyn’s wife, Eleanor, had died in 1282. His heir, a daughter named Gwenllian, was sent to England on Edward’s orders. She was made to spend her life as a nun, which prevented her from marrying and having any children to continue the royal line. Llywelyn’s brother, Dafydd, was captured by Edward’s forces and executed in Shrewsbury. The house of Gwynedd was now without a leader.

In March 1284, Edward issued his Statute of Rhuddlan. This explained how he intended to rule the Principality. He created several new counties or ‘shires’, which would exist for the next 700 years, and appointed English officials to rule each one. The highest official was the sheriff, and below him was the chamberlain. A new system of courts was set up, operating English, not Welsh law. English was the spoken language used for official purposes, not Welsh. To impose his authority further, Edward ordered the building of a new chain of castles, designed to surround Gwynedd (see Map D). They served as a symbol of English authority over Wales.
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Key terms

Principality – the part of Wales that was ruled by England

Sheriff – a local official who kept law and order

Chamberlain – an official in charge of the finances
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D  A map of Wales in 1284 showing the new counties created by Edward I
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Key term

Justiciar – the person responsible for the justice system




Activities


	1  Create a storyboard to explain how Llywelyn ap Gruffudd was able to become ruler of Gwynedd by 1255 and then obtain the title of Prince of Wales in 1267.


	
2  How important were each of the following factors in causing the final defeat of Llywelyn the Last by Edward I?


	a  Llywelyn’s refusal to show respect to Edward.


	b  The attitude of the Marcher Lords to Llywelyn.


	c  The behaviour of Dafydd, Llywelyn’s brother.






	Give reasons to support your answer.


	3  Using Map D, together with other information from this section, describe the actions taken by Edward I to impose his authority over Wales after 1283.


	4  Why was Edward’s treatment of Princess Gwenllian so harsh? 






1.5  The Glyndŵr Rebellion


Objectives


	1  Examine the causes and effects of the Glyndŵr Rebellion


	2  Understand how much the rebellion posed a serious threat to the rule of the English King in Wales






Between 1400 and 1412, King Henry IV had to deal with a major rebellion against his rule in Wales. The rebellion was led by a local lord, Owain Glyndŵr.

Who was Owain Glyndŵr?
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Why did Owain Glyndŵr rise up in rebellion in 1400?

By 1400 relations between Reginald Grey, Marcher Lord of Dyffryn Clwyd, and Owain Glyndwr had become strained. The tension rose further following the taking of some of Glyndwr’s land by the Marcher Lord. Glyndŵr appealed to King Henry IV but he sided with Lord Grey. The tension increased when Lord Grey deliberately held back a letter from the King calling upon Glyndŵr to fight in the royal army in Scotland. Lord Grey used this to convince the King that the Welsh lord was a traitor. The king then confiscated Glyndŵr’s lands and gave them to Lord Grey. This was the final straw for Glyndŵr whose frustration with English rule was common among many Welsh people.

The opening stages of the rebellion – success for Glyndŵr

On 16 September 1400, Glyndŵr’s friends gathered at Glyndyfrdwy and declared him Prince of Wales. They then attacked and burnt the town of Ruthin, the centre of Lord Grey’s power. In the following days they attacked the English castles at Denbigh, Rhuddlan, Flint, Hawarden and Oswestry. It was said that the revolt ‘spread like fire in a dry season’. From 1400 to 1403 Glyndŵr won battles against the English forces and the revolt became a national movement. By 1404 Glyndŵr controlled most of Wales. He was a nationalist which meant he wanted to create an independent Wales free from English authority.
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Key term

Nationalist – a person who wants their country to be independent, not ruled by another country




That October (1401), with the whole of North Wales, Ceredigion and Powys sided with him, Owain Glyndwˆr fiercely attacked with fire and sword the English living in those parts together with their towns … Because of this the English invaded those parts with a powerful force, plundering and destroying with fire, famine and sword, leaving them a wilderness without sparing neither child nor church.

A  A report by Adam of Usk, a chronicler writing at that time, describing the fierceness of the fighting by both Welsh and English forces
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Key term

Plundering – stealing goods using force



Glyndŵr’s plans for an independent Wales


He signed a friendship alliance with King Charles IV of France. Charles promised to help the Welsh in their fight against Henry IV. In the summer of 1405, a force of 600 French crossbow soldiers landed at Milford Haven.




He called together Welsh parliaments at Harlech, Machynlleth and Dolgellau.




He negotiated with Pope Benedict XIII at Avignon, to discuss setting up an independent Church of Wales. He only appointed people to positions in the church who could speak Welsh.
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Key term

Independent Church of Wales – outside the control of the Archbishop of Canterbury




He planned to set up two universities – one in north Wales and one in south Wales. These would train people to become priests.




He signed an alliance with Edmund Mortimer and the Earl of Northumberland, powerful English lords who were rebelling against Henry IV. Through the terms of the Tripartite Indenture they planned to divide Henry’s lands between them.




[image: image]

Key term

Tripartite Indenture – the planned division of Wales and England into three regions 




He created his own Great Seal as a sign that he had law-making powers.
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B  Glyndŵr’s Great Seal
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Key term

Great Seal – a wax seal put on a legal document to prove it was issued by a royal



King Henry IV fights back

Much of what Glyndŵr had planned failed to become reality. By 1406 the tide had begun to turn against him. For a number of reasons Henry IV was now able to win back areas held by Glyndŵr.
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Key term

Pardon – being forgiven for an offence 



Effects of the Glyndŵr Rebellion

Many settlements across Wales were destroyed during the rebellion and many lives were lost. Due to the great destruction of crops, buildings and cattle, people could not pay their rents and suffered economic hardship. The country took many years to recover from the effects of the rebellion. King Henry V attempted to stop any future rebellions by imposing harsh punishments on the Welsh people. These were listed in the Penal Laws (see Source C).


Welshmen are forbidden from holding land in the borough towns.

Welshmen cannot serve as officials of the king or hold jobs in local government.

Welshmen must not carry weapons.

No Welsh person can marry an English person.

The Welsh must not gather together in large crowds without special permission.

C  Some of the Penal Laws introduced in 1402 by Henry V which were intended to establish English control over Wales




No parish in Wales and hardly a single family had escaped unaffected from the experience of the Glyndwˆr revolt. The cost in the destruction of property and in ruined lives was enormous. A traveller visiting Wales in the years immediately after the end of the revolt would have seen massive changes, with the landscape littered with damaged buildings, the burnt ruins of cornmills and farmsteads. The countryside appeared empty with many small hamlets now totally or virtually deserted.

D  Prof RR Davies, writing in his book The Revolt of Owain Glyndŵr, 1995




Activities


	1  Give three reasons why Owain Glyndŵr launched his rebellion in the year 1400.


	2  ‘The rebellion led by Owain Glyndŵr was a serious threat to the authority of the English King in Wales.’ What evidence can you find to support this statement?


	
3  Some historians see Owain Glyndŵr as a nationalist hero while others see him as a rebel leader.


	a  Using information gathered from this section, find examples of Glyndŵr acting as a nationalist hero and as a rebel leader. Copy and complete the table below to record your findings.















	
Nationalist hero


	
Rebel leader







	 
	 






	b  Which of the two descriptions – ‘nationalist hero’ or ‘rebel leader’ – do you think better describes Owain Glyndŵr? Remember to support your decision with evidence.





	4  Working in pairs, identify three reasons why the Glyndŵr Rebellion ended in failure. Rank your reasons in order of importance. 






1.6  The Wars of the Roses


Objectives


	1  Outline the causes of the Wars of the Roses


	2  Explain how Henry Tudor, a Welshman, ended the Wars of the Roses and started his own royal dynasty in England






In 1400 the Welsh had risen in rebellion against the authority of the monarch of England. Eighty-five years later the Welsh helped a part-Welshman, Henry Tudor, to become the new King of England.

Dynastic rivalry and the outbreak of the Wars of the Roses

In 1453 English King Henry VI experienced what we now think was a mental breakdown and the English nobles began fighting each other over who should now rule England. The Lancastrians (Red Rose) supported the Lancastrian King, Henry VI, while the Yorkists (White Rose) supported, Edward, Duke of York. It resulted in a civil war which lasted 30 years and became known as the Wars of the Roses.
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Key term

Civil war – a war between two or more groups of people within the same country



By 1471 Henry had been murdered and Edward, Duke of York had become King Edward IV. However, Edward died in 1483 and left his 12-year-old son, Edward V on the throne.

Richard, Duke of York, the young King’s uncle, had ambitions to rule and he now seized power and made himself King Richard III. Edward and his younger brother Richard disappeared and are thought to have been murdered in the Tower of London on the orders of Richard III. This action caused some nobles to turn against Richard and many began to look towards the Lancastrian claimant to the throne as an alternative to Richard. This claimant was the part-Welshman, Henry Tudor.

What was Henry Tudor’s relationship with Wales?

The Tudors from Penmynydd on Anglesey were an ancient Welsh family. They had been supporters of Glyndŵr and after the failed rebellion they adjusted to English rule. Henry Tudor’s grandfather, Owen, had served in the court of Henry V. He later married King Henry’s widow, Catherine de Valois. They had two sons – Edmund and Jasper.

Edmund married Margaret Beaufort and they had one child, a son called Henry, born in 1457. As Edmund died before Henry was born, the young heir to the Lancastrian claim to the English crown was brought up by his uncle, Jasper, the Earl of Pembroke, in south Wales. The constant threat of being captured by the Yorkists meant that after 1461 Henry was forced to spend 14 years in exile in Brittany, making only occasional secret visits back to Wales.

Why did Henry Tudor launch his challenge against Richard III in Wales?

Wales was the centre of Henry Tudor’s power base. While they were in exile, his uncle Jasper had kept in contact with the leading Welsh nobles, making Wales a safe place to land. On 7 August 1485, Henry and Jasper landed at Dale in Pembrokeshire with 2000 soldiers, mostly French. They travelled north to Cardigan and then followed the coast to Aberystwyth, before turning inland towards England. Using the Welsh emblem of the ‘Red Dragon’ as their flag, Henry’s forces were joined by soldiers led by Rhys ap Thomas of Dinefwr, William ap Gruffudd of Penrhyn and Richard ap Hywel of Mostyn. 


Born and bred in Wales and partly of Welsh origin, Henry set great store by his alleged descent [claim to be descended] from the ancient Welsh king, Cadwaladr … Before landing in Wales in his bid for the crown he appealed to his fellow Welshmen to join him. Many of them responded eagerly and helped him decisively in achieving his victory.

A  Glanmor Williams, Henry Tudor and Wales, 1985



Victory at Bosworth and the start of the Tudor dynasty

By 22 August Henry’s army of 5000 soldiers reached Market Bosworth near Leicester. There they met the forces of King Richard III whose army numbered between 10,000 and 12,000 soldiers. Yet there were not two armies at Bosworth but three! As the battle was about to start an army of 8000 troops took up position on the northern and southern edges of the battlefield. It belonged to the two Stanley brothers, Thomas, Lord Stanley, who had married Henry’s mother Margaret Beaufort, and Sir William Stanley. Most of Sir William’s army was made up of soldiers from his estates in Flintshire and Cheshire.

If Henry was to secure victory, he needed the support of the Stanley brothers. As he rode out to appeal to Sir William, Richard broke from the main body of his army and gave chase. Sir William ordered his troops to attack Richard and in the process the King was surrounded, dragged from his horse and killed. Richard’s crown was then placed on Henry’s head making him the new king – Henry VII. His victory led to the start of the Tudor dynasty and the ending of the Wars of the Roses.



[image: image]

B  The ‘Red Dragon Standard’ banner carried by Henry on his march to Bosworth






The battle of Bosworth Field is an important landmark in British history. For England it meant the end of the bloodshed of the Wars of the Roses and the restoration of law and order under the rule of Henry VII. For Wales it meant more. It realised the hopes and dreams of the Welsh people for a prince of their own blood. A new period opens in Welsh history with the accession of the Tudors. The bitterness which had existed for so long between England and Wales was soon to result in the union of the two countries.

C  Idris Jones, Modern Welsh History, 1960




Activities


	1  Why did civil war break out in England in the 1450s?


	2  Working in pairs, use the information in Source A together with other information from this section, to draw up a list of reasons to support Henry Tudor’s claim that he was partly of Welsh origin.


	3  Who do you think contributed most to Henry’s victory, his Welsh supporters or the Stanley brothers? Give reasons to support your answer.


	4  ‘Victory at Bosworth in 1485 was a turning point in the history of England and Wales.’ Use Source C and other information from this section to gather evidence to support this statement 







1.7  The Acts of Union


Objectives


	1  Explain why Henry VIII imposed the Acts of Union on Wales


	2  Discuss the impact the Acts of Union had on how Wales was governed






Why was Wales becoming a problem for Henry VIII?

By the time of the reign of Henry VIII (1509–1547) there was growing concern about lawlessness and unrest in Wales, especially in the borderlands controlled by the Marcher Lords. Crimes like cattle stealing, robbery and murder were common. Sir Edward Croft, who lived in the March, wrote to the King in 1534 asking for him to act: ‘otherwise the Welsh will war so wild it will not be easy to bring them to order again.’

Thomas Cromwell, Henry’s chief minister 1532–40, responded by appointing a new President of the Council of Wales and the Marches, Rowland Lee. Lee, the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, was ruthless and savage and during the nine years he was President is said to have hanged over 5000 criminals. Through severe punishments he restored order to the Welsh borderlands.


The country is wild and anyone travelling across wooded country might be ambushed at any time. I am forced to leave people guarding my home when I go to church on Sunday, and even then I don’t tell anyone I am going, even though I am guarded by 20 archers, for fear of being ambushed.

A  In his History of the Gwydir Family, written in the 1580s, Sir John Wynn wrote down what his great-grandfather said about Wales at the time of Henry VIII




The one so placed was Rowland Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, called Bishop Rowland who was stout of nature, ready wit, rough in speech, not friendly to any of the Welshry, an extreme severe punisher of offenders, keen to gain credit with the king and praise for his service.

B  Comments about Rowland Lee made by the Tudor chronicler William Gerard in his book Second Discourse, 1583



Why did Henry VIII want a union between Wales and England?

Cromwell wanted to strengthen the power of the king’s government over Wales. A union between Wales and England would help him establish a common system of administration across both nations and reduce the influence of the Marcher Lords, who Henry considered too powerful. As Henry was making religious changes that were unpopular with some people in Wales, foreign invasion was also feared as it was thought that a French or Spanish army could invade through Wales. As a result, two Acts of Union were passed, the first in 1536 and another in 1543.


Thomas Cromwell was convinced that Wales, with its unprotected coastline and unruly marcher lordships, was a security risk and an obstacle to his aim of establishing a more effective system of government. His ideals coincided with the wishes of the Welsh gentry, who were equally determined to be rid of the marcher lordships and to share the benefits of English common law and a voice at Westminster.

C  Historian Geraint H. Jenkins, in his book A Concise History of Wales, 2007



What were the key features of the Acts of Union of 1536 and 1543?

The Acts of Union changed Wales forever. The first Act of 1536 set out the general principles of the Union, the second Act of 1543 filled out the details and explained how it would work. The Acts imposed the political, administrative and legal system of England upon Wales.








	
Act of 1536


	
Act of 1543







	

	●  The Marcher Lordships were abolished.


	●  The Marches and Principality were united.


	●  Wales was divided into 13 counties (shires) – the six existing counties set up in 1284 (see page 21) were kept and seven new ones added.


	●  English common law was applied across Wales, replacing the medieval laws.


	●  English became the official language to be used in law and local government.


	●  Wales was allowed to elect MPs for Westminster (27 in total from both the shires and borough towns).





	

	
●  The structure of shire government was established and new posts introduced:


	●  Justices of the Peace (JPs)


	●  sheriffs


	●  coroners


	●  constables.






	●  Changes were made to the inheritance laws – primogeniture replaced gravelkind.


	
●  A new system of law courts was set up:


	●  Courts of Great Sessions to deal with criminal and civil cases (four circuits were set up, centred upon Caernarfon, Carmarthen, Denbigh and Brecon).


	●  Courts of the Quarter Sessions run by JPs, to deal with minor criminal cases and the administration of local affairs.


	●  The Council of Wales and the Marches, which dealt with crimes against the state, appointed all officials such as JPs, and was responsible for ensuring the defence of Wales.
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Key terms

Abolish – to put an end to

Primogeniture – first-born son inherits all

Gravelkind – when a person dies their land is divided equally among all male heirs

Circuits – a regular journey made by a judge around a region to hear cases in court 
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D  Wales after the Acts of Union, showing the 13 counties (shires)





What was the impact of the Acts of Union on Wales?

Historians have often debated how far the Acts of Union actually changed Wales. Study the following statements and sources before making up your own mind


The circumstances and events of the sixteenth century, of which the Union was one of the most significant, did hurry along this process by which the social leaders of Wales became English in speech, attitudes, and outlook.

E  Hugh Thomas, A History of Wales 1485–1660, 1972 




The Union completed the process of the ‘merging together’ of two countries which had begun following the Edwardian Settlement of 1284.




Improved law and order created a safer environment and helped economic growth. Welsh produce could be sold in English markets and English investors began to invest money into Welsh industries.




Welshmen could now be involved in local government, as Justices of the Peace, sheriffs, coroners or constables, provided they spoke English.




Some argue that the Union, by making English the offcial language of administration, aimed to destroy the Welsh language.




Wales was now represented in the Westminster parliament, having its own MPs elected for the shires and boroughs.




The gentry could take advantage of education in English universities, have careers in the Church, law courts and the royal court, in soldiering and in trade.




The law of primogeniture resulted in the build-up of large, landed estates and the emergence of powerful families. Over the century this process helped to widen the gap between rich and poor.




Some historians claim that the Union caused Wales to lose its separateness, language and identity.




The Union meant that the process of the anglicisation of the Welsh gentry was sped up. They had an opportunity to hold posts in local and national government but they had to speak English, making it less important to speak Welsh.
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Key term

Anglicisation – when a person becomes influenced by English culture




Not all Welsh people were happy about the Union. In October 1555, the Red Bandits of Mawddwy attacked the coach of Baron Lewis Owen, the Sheriff of Merioneth. The Bandits wanted to demonstrate their hatred of English authority.




Activities


	1  Thomas Cromwell, the chief minister, has asked you to help persuade King Henry VIII of the urgent need for a union between Wales and England. Using Sources A, B and C, together with other information from this section, write a speech explaining your reasons why the union should take place.


	2  It is now over 500 years since the Acts of Union were introduced. Using the information in Map D and Source E, and your own knowledge of this topic, consider the advantages and disadvantages for the people of Wales of the Acts of Union.


	Draw your own copy of the scales and use your knowledge to add your own points in the ‘advantages’ and ‘disadvantages’ baskets.
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1.8  The Civil War and the Republic


Objectives


	1  Explain why the Civil War broke out in 1642 and explore the main events of the war in England and Wales


	2  Discuss the impact of Cromwell’s rule on Wales and people’s reactions to it






King Charles I held strong beliefs about the power of the monarchy: he believed in the Divine Right of Kings. A clash between king and parliament became increasingly likely.
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Key term

Divine Right of Kings – monarch’s rule by right of God



The drift towards civil war (1625–42)

The relationship between Charles and Parliament began to fail for several reasons. The King dismissed parliament several times after they refused his requests for money. When war broke out with France in 1628, Charles closed down parliament when he could not collect taxes without their permission. For 11 years (1629–40) Charles ruled without a parliament, forcing all parts of the country to pay Ship Money and using the Court of Star Chamber to fine people who disagreed with him. In 1639, after Charles had forced the Puritan Scottish clergy to use the English Prayer book, a Scottish army invaded England. Charles could not pay his troops and was forced to call back parliament to obtain money. However, parliament declared Charles’ unpopular taxes to be illegal. Relations between king and parliament had reached breaking point.
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Key terms

Ship Money – a special tax to help pay for the navy, usually paid by inhabitants of coastal areas

Court of Star Chamber – a court set up by Henry VII in 1487 which was made up of judges and royal advisors

Puritan – an extreme Protestant who wanted churches to be very plain, without decoration and wanted simple services with no music



The outbreak of civil war – taking sides

When war broke out in 1642, people had to choose between king or parliament. Charles gained support from nobles and country gentlemen, the Church of England and Catholics. This was mainly in three areas: Wales, northern England and the southwest of England. The royalists were also known as cavaliers.
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Key terms

Royalists – people who supported the king during the Civil War

Cavalier – name given to the king’s troops on horseback and also to his supporters; they dressed liked his courtiers, wearing grand clothes and plumed hats
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A  Map showing the areas of loyalty at the outbreak of the Civil War in 1642 





Parliament was supported by merchants and business people, town workers and Puritans. It was strongest in the south and east of England, in larger towns and ports, and London. The navy also sided with parliament which prevented Charles from getting help from abroad. The parliamentarians were also known as roundheads.
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Key terms

Parliamentarians – people who supported Parliament during the Civil War

Roundheads – the nickname for Parliamentarians during the Civil War: they had short, cropped hair and wore plain clothes



The Civil War split families as well as the country. About 100,000 people were killed in the war.

The main events of the Civil War in England and Wales

Wales played an important part in the war and nearly all the country supported the king. Archbishop Sir John Williams of Conwy led the king’s support in the north of Wales, and the Catholic Marquis of Worcester led in the south, from Raglan Castle.

The First Civil War, 1642–46

1642 – The Civil War started at Nottingham on 22 August. The first major battle was at Edge Hill on 23 October where an important Welsh leader, Sir Edward Stradling, was taken prisoner. Charles was unable to move further south towards London.

1643 – Parliament made a treaty with the Scots who sent them 20,000 soldiers. Oliver Cromwell, a Huntington landowner and MP, began training his new cavalry called Ironsides. Bristol, an important port, was captured by Prince Rupert’s royalist forces, aided by Welsh troops commanded by Sir John Owen of Clenennau. In Wales, royalist troops brought back from service in Ireland were defeated by a parliamentarian army at Nantwich.
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Key term

Ironsides – name given to Cromwell’s cavalry



1644 – The Battle of Marston Moor in Yorkshire on 2 July was a serious defeat for Charles who lost control of the north. The Royalist commander the Earl of Carbery (of Golden Grove, Carmarthenshire) failed to push back Parliamentarian forces in Pembrokeshire.

1645 – Parliament organised its New Model Army under Sir Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell. It was the first national army, with better training, discipline and equipment than the King’s troops. Parliament won the decisive Battle of Naseby on 14 June, with over 5000 royalists killed or captured. Charles fled for sanctuary in south Wales, having lost all his guns, supplies and private papers.
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Key term

New Model Army – Parliament’s best soldiers during the Civil War



1646 – The New Model Army captured the king’s headquarters at Oxford. In May, Charles surrendered to the Scots at Newark who exchanged him with Parliament for £400,000 to pay their soldiers. In Wales, a few royalist castles held out, including the besieged Raglan, which eventually fell in August. Harlech was the last castle to fall, in March 1647.


Wales was an important recruiting ground for soldiers of the royal army. It was also strategically important, lying as it did along both the northern and southern routes to Ireland. Campaigning in Wales was influenced by these strategic considerations.

B  The Encyclopaedia of Wales, 2008



The Second Civil War, 1648

1648 – Charles made a secret deal with the Scots and a Second Civil War broke out. In north Wales, Sir John Owen of Clenennau attempted unsuccessfully to seize Caernarfon. In the south, royalist forces lost a significant battle in Wales, at St Fagans on 8 May. Cromwell himself led a force into Wales to win back Pembrokeshire and ended the war by defeating the Scots at Preston on 20 August.

The impact of the Civil War on Wales

The defeated royaltists in Wales were treated quite forgivingly. Ordinary soldiers were allowed to return home, and their officers received fines. Some officers were put on trial and were fined or had property confiscated. To make sure that the castles could not be used in future conflict, most were slighted: this happened at Denbigh, Flint, Laugharne, Pembroke, Raglan and Rhuddlan. The castles at Abergavenny, Aberystwyth, Montgomery and Ruthin were completely wrecked. The negative impact the war had on trade was a serious issue for the Welsh people.
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Key term

Slighted – the deliberate destruction of a fortification




Although much of Wales escaped serious fighting and bloodshed, the effects of war hit everyone. Recruitment and impressment removed a significant proportion of the male population throughout the country. Every town, village or rural parish suffered repeated and heavy financial demands as king and parliament imposed old and new taxes in an attempt to maintain the war effort. Horses were confiscated, cavalry units grazed on any available field or crop, and foraging parties of armed troops appeared to seize provisions.

C  Peter Gaunt, a historian, A Nation Under Siege, 1991
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D  An illustration of the execution of King Charles I at Whitehall, London on 30 January 1649. After giving a short speech to the crowd the king knelt down, and placed his neck on the wooden block. After the execution the king’s head was held up for the crowd to see. 





Trial and execution of the King

On 20 January 1649, King Charles I was tried at a special court in Westminster Hall. He refused to answer the charges and was found guilty of high treason and sentenced to death. On 30 January Charles was executed.
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Key term

Treason – the crime of betraying the state or royal authority




… he [Charles] is guilty of high treason, and of the murders, burnings, spoils, desolation, damage and mischief to this nation committed in the said war. For which treasons and crimes the Court doth adjudge that he, the said Charles Stuart, as tyrant, traitor, murderer and public enemy to the good people of this nation, shall be put to death by the severing of his head from his body.

E  The sentence issued against King Charles I at the end of his trial in January 1649



The Commonwealth and Protectorate

Following the King’s execution, Parliament ruled the country, declaring it a Commonwealth. Britain was now a republic ruled by MPs. However, after quarrels between the army and MPs, Cromwell dismissed parliament in 1653 and for five years he ruled the country without it. In 1655 he divided the country into eleven districts, each ruled by a Major-General, who was a strict Puritan.
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Key terms

Commonwealth – name given to the republic which governed Britain between 1649 and 1660

Republic – the rule of a country without a monarch



Puritans led simple lives. Sunday was a day of rest on which to attend church. Theatres were closed and popular entertainments banned. Holy days, like Christmas Day, were no longer celebrated as religious festivals.

James Berry, the Major-General over Wales and the English border counties, enforced his strict Puritan beliefs. He was very unpopular.

In 1658 after Cromwell died, his son Richard was unable to stop the arguments between parliament and the army. Eventually Charles Stuart, the son of Charles I, who lived in exile in France, was asked to return as king. In 1660 he was crowned King Charles II and the monarchy was restored.


Activities


	1  Explain why civil war broke out across England and Wales in 1642.


	2  Design your own information leaflet outlining the key events of the Civil War in England and Wales. Include sections on: a) taking sides, b) key battles, c) events in Wales and d) the impact on Wales.


	3  Study Sources D and E. Explain how the account provided in Source D led to the event pictured in Source E.


	4  Describe how life in Wales changed during the rule of Oliver Cromwell. You might want to consider the influence of strict Puritan beliefs, the effects on popular entertainment and the rule of the major-generals. 






1.9  The Jacobites


Objectives


	1  Investigate how the Glorious Revolution changed the status of the monarchy


	2  Examine the support for the Jacobite cause within Wales






James II and The Glorious Revolution, 1688

In 1665, King Charles II died and his younger brother, James became king. Unlike Charles, James was a Catholic and this caused a rebellion against his rule by the Protestant Duke of Monmouth, the illegitimate son of Charles. When his rebellion failed he was executed for treason.
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Key term

Illegitimate – a child born outside of marriage



The Monmouth Rebellion caused James II to believe he could not trust parliament as the MPs were mainly Protestant. When the King began to introduce pro-Catholic measures, many suspected that he was plotting a Catholic take-over. When James’ second wife, Mary of Modena, gave birth to a son this meant there would be another Catholic king after James’ death. Before this happened, James’ likely successor was his daughter, Mary, who was Protestant and married to William of Orange, the Dutch Protestant leader.

The Protestants were so alarmed that seven leading nobles, led by the Earl of Shrewsbury, invited William of Orange to become king. As soon as William landed in England, revolts broke out around the country and James fled to France, leaving William to enter London in triumph. This overthrow of James is known as the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

The Bill of Rights, 1691

Before becoming the new King and Queen, Parliament made William and Mary agree to certain conditions written into a legal document known as the Bill of Rights. It defined the future relationship between the monarch and parliament.


The king must obey the laws made by parliament

The king cannot have his own private army

Parliament must meet frequently

Judges are to be appointed by parliament, not the king

A  The Bill of Rights, 1691



The Act of Union, 1707

In order to secure the loyalty of Scotland in any possible future war with Catholic Spain, the Act of Union was signed in 1707. This united England, Wales and Scotland to form Great Britain. The Scottish parliament was closed and the 45 Scottish MPs sent to parliament at Westminster. The Union, however, proved to be unpopular in Scotland. Most Scots disliked paying taxes to the Westminster government and the government’s interference in Scottish legal and Church matters. It was widely feared that Scotland might prefer the Catholic, James Edward Stuart, the son of James II, as their next king rather than George of Hanover. 

The Jacobite Rising, 1715

The followers of the exiled James II were known as Jacobites. Taking advantage of the unpopularity of the Union and the coming to the throne of George I in 1714, the Jacobites in Scotland attempted to put James Edward Stuart on the throne. The Clan Chiefs supported the rising and in November 1715 they fought royalist forces at Sheriff Muir. However, by the time James arrived, the rising had calmed down and he was forced to flee back to France.
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Key term

Jacobites – the name given to those who supported the restoration of the House of Stuart to the British monarchy



The Jacobite Rising, 1745

Thirty years later the grandson of James II, Charles Edward Stuart (sometimes called Bonnie Prince Charlie) attempted to claim the throne. In July 1745, he landed on the isle of Eriskey in the Outer Hebrides with seven followers and summoned the Clan Chiefs to meet him. Within months the Highlands had risen in revolt. Edinburgh was captured and a government force was defeated at Prestonpans. Charles marched into England with a force of 5000 soldiers but failed to win the support of English Catholics. At Derby, the Highland Clan Chiefs refused to go further and began their retreat to Scotland. Although the Jacobites won the battle at Falkirk in January 1746, they were defeated in April by forces led by the King’s son, the Duke of Cumberland, who secured success at Culloden Moor, ending Jacobite hopes of victory.
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B  The Battle of Culloden, 1746 





Consequences of the 1745 Rebellion

Charles fled the battlefield and escaped back to France. His followers left in Scotland were captured and punished by either being hanged or transported to Britain’s colonies. The government used the rebellion as an excuse to extend its authority by attempting to wipe out the Highland way of life. Clan members were forbidden from carrying weapons or wearing kilts or Clan tartan.


I do swear, as I shall answer to God at the great Day of Judgement, I have not, nor shall have in my possession any gun, sword, pistol or arm whatsoever, and never use tartan, plaid, or any part of the Highland garb [kilt and cloak]; and may I be cursed in my undertakings, family and property, if I break my oath.

B  The Oath of Loyalty which all Highlanders were forced to swear. The breaking of this oath could result in harsh punishment



Support for the Jacobite cause in Wales

Although some wealthy landowners in Wales sympathised with the Jacobite cause, they remained cautious, expressing support rather than taking action. Few Welsh landowners went into exile with James II in 1688, the one notable exception being the Marquis of Powis. Some landowners expressed support such as the Duke of Beaufort in Monmouthshire, Viscount Bulkeley in Anglesey, Sir Charles Kemeys of Cefn Mably in Glamorgan and Lewis Pryce of Gogerddan in Cardiganshire. Support was strongest in Denbighshire and Flintshire. In Wrexham on the day of George I’s coronation in 1714, church bells were not rung nor bonfires lit: instead crowds roamed the streets singing Jacobite songs. During the Jacobite rising of 1715 there were riots in Wrexham.
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‘Wales was not a single country
ruled over by one person

Instead, Wales was made up of
a patchwork of small kingdoms,
each with its own ruler.

‘William the Conqueror used the Norman
Mearcher Lords to invade Wales, conguering

Iands from the native Welsh rulers. They built
castles to help keep control

Edwardian Settlement of Wales (1284-1307)
Following his conquest, English King Edward
Ibuilt castles around the lands of Gwynedd
o keep control. Towns containing English
merchants were set up next to the castles.

The Glyndir Rebellion (1400-12)
A Welsh lord called Owain
Glyndir led a rebellion against
English rule. During this time King
Henry IV lost control over Wales.

‘At of Union (1536 and 1543)
Two Acts of Union passed by
King Henry Vill brought about
the union between England
and Wales.

The Civil War (1642-49) and the
Commonwealth (1649-60)
During the Civil War, the Welsh
supported King Charles  against
Parliament. After Charles lost the war,
Parliament, led by Oliver Cromwell,
imposed srict Puritan rule over Wales.

Norman attempts to conquer Wales, 1066-1200

Uywelyn the Great (1201-40)
As the ruler of Gwynedd, Liywelyn ab
Torwerth was successful in extending his
authority over most of Wales. He
became known s Liywelyn the Great.

Uywelyn the Last (1255-62)
Uywelyn ap Gruffudd, ruler of
Gwynedd, was largely successful in his
conflict with King Henry Il but was
finally defeated when King Edward |
invaded Wales during the 1270s. He was
the last Welsh-born Prince of Wales.

Wars of the Roses (1453-85)

I the last battle of the Wars of Roses,
‘most Welsh people supported Henry
Tudor who was part-Welsh. He
defeated King Richard Ill and became
King Henry VIl the first Tudor
‘monarch of England.

‘The Jacobite Rebellion of 1745
When Charles Edward Stuart (grandson of
King James I} landed in Scotland and led a
rebellion to force the English king, George
1L, off the throne, he was supported in his
claim by some members of the Welsh

gentry. The rising was defeated.
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cousins and by 1201 he was
the ruler of Gwynedd.

Llywelyn now had to secure
the friendship and support of
King John of England. To do
this he married the king’s
daughter Joan in 1205.

To protect his realm, Liywelyn
copied the English king and
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and he was recognised as
their overlord.
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John invaded Wales twice,
forcing Llywelyn to surrender.
Joan negotiated with her
father and he allowed
Liywelyn to remain ruler of
Gwynedd, although he lost
his other lands.

-

To protect his border with the
land of the Marcher Lords,
Llywelyn arranged for four of
his daughters to be married
into the powerful families of
the March of Wales.

=

King John died in 1216 and
his son Henry I, aged nine,
became king. This provided
Liywelyn with the chance to
regain his lost territories and
by 1218 he had reclaimed
control over his native Wales.
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King John faced his own
problems. When John's
barons rose against him in
1214, Llywelyn joined with
the barons. The king was
forced to sign Magna Carta
in 1215 and he allowed
Liywelyn to adopt the title
“Prince of Aberffraw and
Lord of Snowdon'.
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