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Do sea monsters really exist? Certainly, sailors from ancient times onwards 


believed so. Around the world, they told stories of colossal deep-sea 


creatures that capsized ships and terrorised crews. Far from home, and often 


venturing into the unknown, it’s no wonder sailors put the dangers they faced 


down to the threat from sinister sea beasts.


The oceans are mysterious places, and the deep sea is one of the last places 


on Earth to be explored. So, while there may be no such thing as a sea serpent 


or mermaid, there are plenty of other weird and wonderful creatures lurking 


down there. Some of these real-life animals are the inspiration behind the sea 


monsters of myth. Others are so fantastical in their own right, it’s difficult 


to believe that they actually exist.


This book brings together 10 real-life sea monsters, with fascinating facts, 


figures and folklore. There are also tales of how these extraordinary creatures 


were discovered, and about their adaptations for surviving in the wild.


It’s time to get ready for the deep-sea dive of a lifetime. 


ENTER IF YOU DARE!
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NARWHAL


Name: Narwhal



Scientific name: 



Monodon          


monoceros


Type of animal: Mammal



Diet: Fish, squid, shrimps



Length: Up to 4.8 m (male); 4.2 m (female)



Weight: Up to 1,600 kg (male); up to      



  900 kg (female)


Location: Arctic Ocean



Habitat: Pack ice; coasts



SEA MONSTER DATA


Tusk that can 


grow up to 3 m long


Short flippers turned 


up at the tips 


Mottled grey 


skin


Short, rounded 


head and snout


7


Ridge on back instead 


of dorsal fin















Around 450 years ago, British explorers 


in the Arctic came across the dead body 


of an enormous sea animal, with a huge 


horn growing in a spiral from its snout. 


What was this curious creature? Perhaps 


it was some sort of porpoise, or even the 


remains of a unicorn – a fantastical beast 


from myth and legend? For centuries, 


people believed that unicorns had 


magical powers. Ground into a powder, it 


was said their precious horns could cure 


illness, detect poison and purify water.


In fact, this mysterious animal wasn’t a 


mythical beast at all. It was a narwhal, 


a species of whale. Narwhals live in the 


freezing Arctic Ocean, where they swim 


in groups. In winter, they dive under the 


ice for flatfish, crabs and other seabed 


animals, coming up through cracks in the 


ice to breathe. They can dive as far down 


as 1,500 m, and hold their breath for as 


long as 25 minutes. In summer, they move 


towards the coast to feed on fish, such as 


cod and halibut. 
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The narwhal’s horn is actually a tusk, 


formed from an extra-long upper tooth. 


The tooth grows through the narwhal’s lip, 


and can reach up to 3 m in length. Tusks 


are most common in males – some males 


end up with two – but no one knows exactly 


what they are used for. Because a tusk has 
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