





[image: cover]













[image: Title Page]


www.hachettechildrens.co.uk












[image: images]


THE GLOBAL HEROES ARE A GROUP OF CHILDREN FROM AROUND THE WORLD, RECRUITED BY THE MYSTERIOUS BILLIONAIRE, MASON ASH. FROM THE BEEHIVE, THEIR TOP SECRET ISLAND HEADQUARTERS, THEY USE THEIR SPECIAL SKILLS TO HELP PROTECT THE FUTURE OF THE EARTH AND EVERYTHING THAT LIVES ON IT.










CHAPTER ONE


KEEPING COOL
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It was scorching hot outside the Beehive, the Global Heroes’ top secret headquarters. Mo, Ronan and Fernanda were with Professor Darwin, the scientist in charge of the Global Heroes’ gadgets, helping test her latest invention. They had just finished running along a path that wound its way through the jungle, and now they were trying to get their breath back. “How were the thermo-suits?” asked the professor.


“They’re really cool,” said Ling.


“That’s the idea,” Professor Darwin replied. “They’re designed to keep you cool when it’s hot, and keep you warm when it’s cold.”


“A bit like a spacesuit,” said Ronan.


“That’s right,” said the professor. “In fact, they’ve been made using spacesuit technology.”


Mo wasn’t impressed. “Do they really have to be bright red?” he asked. “Couldn’t they be green or blue?”
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“I’m sorry, Mo,” said the professor, shaking her head. “But red it is.”


“They need to be bright so the person wearing them stands out,” said Ronan. “That way, if you ever need rescuing it’ll be easy to see you.”


“I hadn’t thought of that,” Mo admitted.


“Hopefully we won’t need to put that to the test,” said the professor. “But I would like to test the suits somewhere cooler.”


“Speaking of cool,” said Mo. “Can we go back inside? Can we go back inside? I’m ready for a nice cold drink after all that running around.”


“You can,” laughed the professor. “But I’d like Ling and Ronan to do one more little run.”


“No problem,” said Ronan.
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By the time they had finished, Ling and Ronan were exhausted. They were just taking off their suits when the alarm began to sound.


“A mission,” cried Ling, excitedly. “I wonder what it could be this time?”


“We’ll find out when we get up to the control pod,” said Ronan. “I’ll race you to the aqua lift.”


“Hey!” cried Ling, running after him. “Wait for me.”
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The lift doors were just opening when the two of them got there. “I hope you hung those thermo-suits up,” said Professor Darwin, stepping out of the lift.


Ling and Ronan looked at each other guiltily.


“The alarm started to ring,” explained Ling.


“We’ll go and do it now,” said Ronan.


Professor Darwin sighed and shook her head. “Go and see what the emergency is,” she said. “The others will be waiting for you.”


“Thanks, Professor,” Ronan called, as the lift doors closed between them.


When they opened again they could see the professor had been right. The rest of the Global Heroes team was already there.
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Mo had his feet up, lazing on a sofa. Keira was sitting on a chair while Fernanda practised her bandaging skills on her. A huge television screen on the wall showed Mason Ash, the billionaire head of the Global Heroes, sitting in the shadows of his office.


“I wonder what he really looks like,” Keira whispered.


“Who knows?” Fernanda whispered back. “We never get to see him properly.”


“You’ll all get to see me when the time is right,” said Mason Ash. “But right now there’s something more important I want you to look at.”


The picture on the television changed and the friends found themselves staring at a snowy screen.


At first, it looked as though it was just a photograph, but as they watched, two large shapes came into view.


“Polar bears,” cried Ling. “They are so cute.”
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They watched as the bears walked across the screen then vanished into the snowy white background.


“They might look cute,” said Mo, “but polar bears are the largest land-living carnivores alive today. They are at the top of their food chain.”


“You’re right,” said Mason Ash. “But they are in danger of becoming extinct in the wild.”


Mason told them that he wanted Mo and Ling to travel to the Arctic and find out what was happening to the bears. “Mo’s knowledge of animals and Ling’s environmental expertise will be essential for this mission.”


“What about the rest of us?” asked Ronan.


“You and Keira will be providing important support from the Beehive,” replied Mason. “Fernanda will be busy revising.”


Fernanda nodded. “I’ve got my medical exam tomorrow,” she explained. “So I’ll have to sit this mission out.”


Just then, Professor Darwin came into the room. “It sounds like we’ll be testing the thermo-suits in a cold place sooner than I expected,” she said. “As long as Mo doesn’t mind them being bright red.”


“I don’t mind what colour they are now,” he said. “We’ve got polar bears to save.”


“There’s just one more thing,” said Mason Ash. “Make sure you keep your eyes open – I have a feeling you won’t be alone out there.”


“Don’t tell me,” said Mo. “Evilooters…”


“We’re not worried about them,” said Keira. “We’ve beaten them before and we can beat them again.”


“I’m sure you will,” said Mason. “But be careful. We can’t predict what they’ll get up to next.”


The team had been in two previous encounters with the Evilooters:


In Australia, the Evilooters had been capturing wild animals so they could sell them for profit. They might even have been responsible for the bushfires that had swept across large areas of land. The fires had destroyed people’s homes as well as the natural habitats of lots of birds and animals.


In Brazil the Evilooters had been making money by dumping plastic waste into the ocean. Plastic poisons the water and harms life in the ocean and on the land.


“They only thing they seem to care about is money,” said Mo.


“And they are damaging the planet in order to get it,” added Ling.


“One thing we don’t know,” said Mason, “is just how far the Evilooters are willing to go to get what they want. That’s why you have to be so careful.”
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