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We respect the rights of the people and organizations behind original thinking. It’s why we go to great lengths to fact-check and give credit where credit is due. Citing brief lines from letters, along with quotations, is considered fair use. And many of the selections in this book are considered in the public domain. We took an added step to proactively seek permissions from individuals, estates, foundations, auction houses, libraries, and museums associated with the contemporary letter writers. And we worked to ensure this collection reflects diversity—of ideas, beliefs, eras, cultures, geographies, career paths, partnering choices, and so on. A sincere thank you to the people who said “yes!”
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DEDICATED TO THE LETTER WRITERS WHO MAKE OPENING AN ENVELOPE PURE MAGIC…


And to all the people—archaeologists, archivists, scholars, librarians, authors, and enthusiasts—who are unsealing the voices and stories of history’s long-lost and little-known women.
















Explore book giveaways, sneak peeks, deals, and more.









Tap here to learn more.
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THE QUOTEUR™ LIST



quoteur / KWÖ TƏR A person who originates a collection of words worth sharing






	WRITTEN BY


	WRITTEN TO







	John Adams


	Abigail Smith







	Ahaha


	Assur-mutappil







	Maya Angelou


	Marguerite Annie Johnson







	Mary Anning


	Sir Henry Bunbury







	Jane Austen


	Cassandra Esten Austen







	Josephine Baker


	Martin Luther King Jr.







	George Balanchine


	Maria Tallchief







	Lucille Ball


	Gary Morton







	Ada Blackjack


	Milton Galle







	Jacqueline Bouvier


	Father Joseph Leonard







	Johannes Brahms


	Clara Schumann







	Febb Ensminger Burn


	Harry T. Burn







	Carol Burnett


	Jim Carrey







	Barbara and Jenna Bush


	Sasha and Malia Obama







	Octavia Butler


	Octavia Butler







	Augusta Ada Byron, Countess of Lovelace


	Charles Babbage







	Julia Margaret Cameron


	Sir Henry Cole







	Rachel Carson


	Dorothy Freeman







	Elizabeth Carter


	Elizabeth Montagu







	Coco Chanel


	Serge Lifar







	Agatha Christie


	P. G. Wodehouse







	Cleopatra VII Thea Philopator


	Alexandria Official







	Elizabeth Jane Cochrane


	Editor of the Pittsburg Dispatch







	Joan Corbin


	Lieutenant Walter Kellogg







	Ruby Dee


	Ossie Davis







	Antoine de Saint-Exupéry


	Hedda Sterne







	Louise de Vilmorin


	François Valéry







	Emily Dickinson


	Fanny and Louisa Norcross







	Celine Dion


	René Angélil







	Charles Eames


	Ray Kaiser







	Amelia Earhart


	Amy Otis Earhart







	Gertrude Ederle


	Gertrude Anna Haberstroh







	Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother


	Prince Charles







	Duke Ellington


	Ella Fitzgerald







	Queen Emma Kalanikaumaka‘amano Kaleleonālani Na‘ea Rooke


	Queen Victoria







	Zelda Fitzgerald


	F. Scott Fitzgerald







	Betty Friedan


	Betty Ford







	Tsarina Alexandra Fyodorovna


	Grigori Rasputin







	Indira Gandhi


	Dorothy Norman







	Martin Ginsburg


	Ruth Bader Ginsburg







	Katharine Graham


	Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein







	Alexander Hamilton


	Elizabeth Hamilton







	Helene Hanff


	Frank Doel







	Esther Hart


	Mrs. Bloomfield







	King Henry VIII


	Anne Boleyn







	Audrey Hepburn


	Henry Mancini







	Katharine Hepburn


	Glenn Close







	Caroline Herschel


	Reverend Doctor Nevil Maskelyne







	Hildegard of Bingen


	Prelates of Mainz







	Mabel Gardiner Hubbard


	Alexander Graham Bell







	Dolores Huerta


	César Chávez







	Zora Neale Hurston


	Langston Hughes







	Helen Hunt Jackson


	Charles Dudley Warner







	Harriet Jacobs


	Editor of the New York Herald Tribune







	Tove Jansson


	Ida Helmi Tuulikki Pietilä







	Frida Kahlo


	Georgia O’Keeffe







	Linda Kelly, Sherry Bane, and Mickie Mattson


	President Dwight D. Eisenhower







	Noor Inayat Khan


	Yolande Lagrave, Rosy Storcke, and Suzy Chireiz







	Clare Boothe Luce


	Ann Clare Brokaw







	Nelson Mandela


	Zenani and Zindziswa Mandela







	Alice Marble


	Althea Gibson







	Empress Maria Theresa


	Dauphine Marie Antoinette







	Hattie McDaniel


	Richard “Red” Skelton







	Jane Franklin Mecom


	Deborah Franklin







	Ynés Enriquetta Julietta Mexía


	Dr. Philip King Brown







	Gabriela Mistral


	Doris Dana







	Nancy Mitford


	Diana Mitford







	Lucy Maud Montgomery


	George Boyd MacMillan







	Florence Nightingale


	William Farr







	Georgia O’Keeffe


	Alfred Stieglitz







	Miné Okubo


	Kay Sekimachi







	Pat Parker


	Audre Lorde







	Wolfgang Pauli


	Chien-Shiung Wu







	A. D. Pisareva


	Valentina Vladimirovna Tereshkova







	Beatrix Potter


	Noel Moore







	Jackie Roosevelt Robinson


	Rachel Isum Robinson







	Eleanor Roosevelt


	Dr. David Gurewitsch







	Eleanor Roosevelt


	Helen Keller







	President Franklin Delano Roosevelt


	Margaret “Daisy” Suckley







	Vita Sackville-West


	Leonard Woolf







	Manuela Sáenz


	His Excellency General Simón Bolívar







	Sadako Sasaki


	Michiko







	Eliza Scidmore


	John Muir







	Murasaki Shikibu


	Lady Koshosho







	Svetlana Stalin


	Joseph Stalin







	Freya Stark


	Venetia Buddicom







	John Steinbeck


	Dorothea Lange







	Gloria Swanson


	Paramount Studios







	Claudia Alta “Lady Bird” Taylor


	Lyndon Baines Johnson







	Elizabeth Taylor


	Andy Warhol







	Sister Thérèse of Lisieux


	Sister Marie of Lisieux







	Johanna van Gogh-Bonger


	Gustave Coquiot







	Queen Victoria


	King Leopold I







	Ake Viking


	Paolina Puzzo







	Diana Vreeland


	Mr. Liberman, Miss Peck, and Mrs. Blackmon







	Martha Washington


	George Washington







	Frances Ellen Watkins


	Mary Ann Day Brown







	Emerson Weber


	Doug Scott







	Mary A. Wells


	William H. Munn







	Katharine Wright


	Wilbur and Orville Wright





















BETWEEN THE LINES.





Written between the lines of letters are stories we don’t often see.


Composed for a particular someone, these communications give us glimpses of the powerful, intimate, serendipitous, complicated, endearing, and wonderful relationships we forge with one another as humans.


Each piece of correspondence that is discovered is a testament to how our stories intersect, a fascinating link in our immense web of connections.


We have found some good ones to share… Love letters and resignation letters. Appeals and pitches. Birthday greetings and holiday wishes. Sympathy notes and fond farewells. Congrats and counsel. Editorials and invitations. Poignant messages to lovers and loved ones, plus plenty of less predictable points of contact.


The letters in this collection range in date, from 4,000 years ago to today, and were issued in a wide variety of media from addresses around the world. But our main criterion for selection remained the same throughout: exchanges that moved us, that solicited spontaneous “awws” or laughter, that made our jaws drop.


We zoomed in on captivating, memorable words, then we panned out to examine the intriguing lives behind the lines. Some of the statements may be simple, but the stories are simply unforgettable.


Correspondence unsealed.


At Quotabelle, it’s our mission to add women’s voices back into history and ensure today’s leading lights don’t go unseen. Combing through letters is a great way of doing that.


Over the past five years, as we’ve dug into archives, sites, and books to research female trailblazers, we’ve found personal correspondence to be a rich source of quotations.


For those women from the past who could write, letters are often the primary or only access we have to their voices, especially since many of them had limited opportunities to engage in public and published forms of writing.




The choices we made for this collection, including some letters by men, were in part because they allowed us to illuminate the biographies of remarkable women, including partners, relations, patrons, muses, mentors, and others whose roles in historical achievements have long been overlooked.


Exploring their letters also piqued our interest in the expanded universe of correspondence. Inside, you’ll find nods to the many ways we’ve found to keep in touch—from ink & quill to secret code—as well as to postal milestones, from the US’s first sanctioned airmail delivery to the short-lived system of Victory Mail.


Most letter writers never intended for their thoughts to be made public. Many guarded their privacy by burning a lifetime’s worth of missives.


We also found letters intentionally destined for viewing. For posterity. For profit. For purposely championing—or challenging—an individual, issue, or idea.


Contemporary exchanges were far more difficult to unearth, as they’re typically not made public until after the writer, and often the recipient, are gone—if at all.


This is a reminder of how letters have become a peculiar form of social artifact. They’re also increasingly rare. There are plenty of examples throughout history of media rendered obsolete… tablets, papyri, and telegrams, to name a few. Our hope: letters don’t become a thing of the past.


One line at a time.


We, too, love to pore over long letters and wade through compilations.


For this book though, we’ve homed in on brief snippets that speak to the craft of letter-writing.


In the arts, people cherish a stand-alone lyric, stanza, movie line, play finale, or book quote. In fine dining, the amuse-bouche or a tasting menu can tease what might be surprising or grand. The same holds true for lines from correspondence.




We love how a single line can express something profound or nuanced about an individual or relationship—a personality, style, purpose, or rapport.


Openings and closings are important, but long-held protocols and the dictates of etiquette have turned them into some of the most rote and unvarying elements of our messages to one another. As we found ourselves knee-deep in correspondence, we came to relish unexpected variations to the polite form letter—uncommon salutations and signoffs, but also memorable first lines, wrap-ups, and postscripts.


From the direct and plainspoken to the fantastically flamboyant and indecorous, we hope you’ll find approaches to inspire your own signatures and catchphrases.


Perhaps this epistolary romp might even kindle your desire to take up the pen, type out a note, or style a card. Once it does, take liberties as you write yourself in and out. Abandon conventions. Cast aside formalities. Find your own flair as you rethink how you begin and end a missive… playful, provocative, self-revealing, kind.


Above all…


Send more mail. See what happens.


OFF WE GO…
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P.S. You’ll find these pages are sprinkled with more than a few salacious backstories. It’s hard not to be judgy of some of the sentiments and life choices of many past correspondents. In the spirit of this collection, there’s something to be said for what we can take away from any life lived, including those that might be messy or misguided.















WITH



an Exchange














Opening • Letter  • October 5, 1763


Wrote Mrs. Elizabeth Carter to Mrs. Elizabeth Montagu
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Elizabeth Carter and Elizabeth Montagu were born into fashionable English society, but they weren’t content playing cards or biding their time till the next fancy ball. Instead, Mrs. Montagu transformed her London drawing room into a sumptuous salon that nurtured a lively coed intellectual community. The lady luminaries in this circle became known as Bluestockings, purportedly due to one member’s insistence that there was no formal dress code for their assemblies of writers, artists, and thinkers. Even worsted blue socks would do if your ideas were fine enough. Mrs. Montagu—dubbed “The Queen of the Blues”—was a Shakespeare critic known for her sparkling conversation. Mrs. Carter was an accomplished poet, linguist, and classicist. This genial opening comes from a letter that is typical of the 45-year exchange between the friends, which spanned the mid- to late 1700s. Their correspondence carried on the drawing room banter when they were away from London, mixing gossip, gracious civilities, and erudite commentaries. In this brief missive, Elizabeth casually weaves in lines from Virgil’s Eclogues without feeling the need to translate the Latin or name the source. The note appears in the third print collection of Elizabeth’s letters to her Bluestocking pals. Published posthumously in 1817, the book is billed as “chiefly upon literary and moral subjects,” but its appeal was probably less wholesome—a peek into the illustrious Elizabeths’ private lives. The editor of the volume confides that he believed the number of Mrs. Carter’s letters already in print to be “sufficiently voluminous” to have established her philosophical opinions. Clearly, the public had an appetite for more.





In whatever state I am, every instance of tenderness from you, my dear friend, is always sure to do me good




WROTE ELIZABETH TO HER FELLOW BLUESTOCKING














Line • Postcard • June 10, 1906


From Lucy Maud Montgomery to George Boyd MacMillan
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Two decades after Lucy Maud Montgomery had become the best-selling author of Anne of Green Gables, she’d describe longtime pen pal George Boyd MacMillan as “one of the ‘kindred spirits’ of the leisurely old days.” Their epistolary friendship began in 1903. Maud had returned to her childhood home—a farm on Prince Edward Island, off Canada’s eastern coast—to care for her widowed grandmother. There, she served as assistant postmaster at the Cavendish post office once run by her family. It was the ideal gig for discreetly sending off manuscripts (Anne was actually drafted on the back of discarded postal forms) and cultivating a supportive by-mail network with aspiring writers. George was among them. Throughout 39 years of correspondence, they exchanged letters, books, newspaper clippings, and magazines. They also swapped dozens of picture postcards, many with scenic snapshots of their respective stomping grounds. George was a journalist from Scotland—the place to which Maud traced her family and literary heritage. His postcards featured sites like Robert Burns’s birthplace, where he would one day play tour guide for the honeymooning Maud and her husband. She sent back classic Canadian scenes. This 1906 postcard is of Charlottetown Harbour, set against a dreamy, rose-tinged sky. The shimmering “June-time” line Maud inked on the back sounds like it may well have come from the lips of her fictional heroine “Anne with an E” Shirley. Less than a year later, she’d shoot off a postcard with an icebreaker on the front—“Typical winter scene in our strait!”—announcing the big news she’d heard just the day before: the book that would introduce Anne to the world had been accepted by a “prominent American publishing firm.” When Maud dreamed up another series about a lovable orphan, Emily of New Moon, she dedicated its first volume to George.





It is June-time and everything lovely.




WROTE L.M.M. TO G.B.M.














Line • Letter • March 7, 1935


From President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to Margaret “Daisy” Suckley
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Margaret “Daisy” Suckley was Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s sixth cousin once removed. Her family’s grand home was a mere 10 miles away from the Roosevelt’s Hyde Park estate in New York, yet they never met as children. It wasn’t until Franklin invited Daisy to his first presidential inauguration that their slight acquaintance turned into something more. The sheltered girl who hadn’t socialized with anyone beyond her family before age 16 was suddenly at “the very core & hub of world history.” It was known during her lifetime that Daisy became Franklin’s friend and that they shared an appreciation of the Hudson Valley—or as he put it “our Country.” She was the one who gave him Fala, the Scottish terrier puppy that would become a favorite White House resident, canine celebrity, and presidential companion immortalized in FDR’s Washington, DC, memorial. It was also known that Franklin gave Daisy a job as an archivist to help keep her family afloat. She spent 22 years cataloging papers, books, photos, and objects to build his library and chronicle his place in history. She was even at his deathbed in 1945. Yet it was not known until after her passing, at nearly 100, how cherished a confidante she had been to the longest-serving US president. Beneath her bed, in an unremarkable suitcase, were their letters. This line from a letter written two years into Franklin’s tenure in the Oval Office is characteristic of their correspondence: warm, effusive, filled with in-jokes, personal admissions, and political confidences. Franklin saw Daisy as an ally who could keep a secret. And she was.







& don’t ever leave out the dots & dashes & exclamation points—I love them


WROTE FDR TO DAISY

















Opening • Letter • September 30, 1968


From Helene Hanff to Frank Doel
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In 1949, New Yorker Helene Hanff spotted an ad for Marks & Co, a London antiquarian bookseller. A struggling freelance writer with a penchant for rare British classics, Helene sent a query to 84, Charing Cross Road with a wish list of her “most pressing problems”… titles too expensive or difficult to find stateside. So began an endearing 20-year exchange with the shop’s chief buyer, Frank Doel, that quickly evolved beyond a business correspondence. Along with hilariously incisive reviews of her purchases, from the Bible to William Blake, Helene sent anecdotes, news, and care packages. She won over Frank’s family and the entire bookshop staff with her wit and gifts of hard-to-get items (think: shipping a six-pound ham when the UK still had postwar rationing). They reciprocated with English recipes, Irish linen, and coveted first editions. The greeting here was one of the many wry prods Helene sent Frank to complain about his never-fast-enough replies. In a strange twist of fate, he did die suddenly of a ruptured appendix only a few months after she penned this opening. Devastated, Helene decided to honor the pen pal she never met in person by sharing their story and letters. The book, 84, Charing Cross Road, became her greatest success. Not only did it lead to popular stage, TV, and film adaptations, it also won Helene a host of new correspondents. She replied so faithfully to each piece of fan mail that she claimed she spent all the royalties earned from the paperback on postage.





STILL ALIVE, ARE WE?


WROTE HELENE TO FRANK
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