
[image: cover]


[image: cover]


 


[image: images]





[image: images]



www.beastquest.co.uk

www.hachettechildrens.co.uk




 


[image: images]







 


[image: images]






 

I’d forgotten how much I hate this kingdom. The fields full of crops. The clear blue skies. The simple, smiling people, going about their petty lives.

 

Well, all that is about to change. When I get my hands on the Book of Derthsin, I will have a whole new world of evil magic at my fingertips.

 

King Hugo will pay for his smugness. Avantia will tremble. Its protector Beasts will suffer. But above all, it is Tom who will feel my wrath.

 

And as he perishes, it will be my smiling face he sees.

 

It’s good to be back!

 

Malvel
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TERRIBLE NEWS
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“There it is!” cried Tom, reining in his horse as it crested the hilltop. In the distance, the City glimmered against the evening sky, lit by a hundred torches that flickered from the battlements.

A murmur of relief ran around the royal retinue. The soldiers were slumped wearily over their saddles and many nursed wounds. It had been over a day’s hard ride from the Ruby Desert, where Tarantix the Bone Spider had attacked the royal party on its way back from Tangala.

“At last!” gasped King Hugo, embracing Queen Aroha tightly. They were both mounted on a single horse, their royal clothes tattered and streaked with dust.

“We’re not there yet,” the queen replied. She slapped the horse’s rump and it bolted down the hillside towards the City, hooves thundering.

Tom grinned. The queen’s baby was waiting for them back in the palace, carried to safety by Elenna when Tarantix had attacked.

“Let’s go!” Tom cried, his body filled with a fresh energy.

The sky was almost black as they reached the palace walls. Standing just above the gate was the familiar figure of Captain Harkman, torchlight glinting off his helmet. “Lower the drawbridge!” the captain shouted.

At once it swung down. King Hugo and Queen Aroha went first, followed closely by Tom and the soldiers. Tom felt a warm rush of relief to be back at the palace.

In the centre of the courtyard stood Elenna, awkwardly holding a baby bundled to her chest. Queen Aroha swung herself from the saddle and rushed to take the child.
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“Thank you!” she said, tears coming to her eyes.

King Hugo clapped Elenna on the back. “How can we ever thank you? You saved our son!”

Elenna caught Tom’s eye, and winked. “It wasn’t just me,” she said. “We all did our bit. I’m just glad he’s safe – and you are too!”

“That reminds me,” said Hugo, turning to look at the injured soldiers clambering down from their horses. “Get these men to the healers at once!”

As Captain Harkman’s soldiers took away the wounded, Tom dismounted and watched the king and queen’s happy reunion with their son. He knew he had done the right thing by escorting them back to the palace, but even so he felt uneasy. They’re safe now, but for how long? Malvel had a head start, and he would surely be using the Book of Derthsin to summon another Beast from the Netherworld. I need to return to my Quest!

“Are you thinking what I’m thinking?” asked Elenna, as she came to Tom’s side. “We need to get after the Dark Wizard, and quickly!”

Tom nodded. “Where’s Storm?”

“He’s being fed and watered,” Elenna said. “I’ll show you.”

As the two of them set off towards the stable, Daltec stepped out of an archway. The gangly young wizard raised a robed arm in greeting. “Tom!” he said. “What a relief to see you safe and sound!”

A girl appeared behind him, dressed in red, with short dark hair and delicate butterfly wings fluttering at her back. It was Lyra, the Henkrallian witch. She was helping a hunched figure shuffle towards them, as he leaned heavily on a walking stick.

Tom gasped. “I can’t believe it!”

Aduro’s wrinkled face was almost as white as his beard, but the twinkle was back in his eyes.

“You’re better!” Tom cried. Malvel had cast a spell on the former wizard, sending him into a magical sleep.

“I’m not quite my old self yet,” Aduro admitted. “But I couldn’t miss the chance to greet you two heroes!”

Tom and Elenna wrapped the old man up in a hug.

“I don’t know what we’d do without you,” said Elenna, as they broke apart.

“It’s all thanks to Daltec and Lyra,” said Aduro. “They saved my life.”

“I’m not sure I’d go that far,” said Daltec, blushing. But he was grinning proudly all the same.

“We were only too happy to help,” added Lyra.

“I wish we could stay,” said Tom. “But we have to stop Malvel. He might have already summoned up another Beast.”
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“Don’t be so hasty, Tom,” said Aduro. His face had turned grave.

“Is something wrong?” asked Elenna.

“Indeed – all is not as it seems,” said Aduro. “The next Beast Malvel summons will be the final one…but I cannot allow you to fight it.”

Tom and Elenna looked at each other in shock. “Why not?” asked Tom.

“Because if you were to defeat this creature,” said Aduro, “it would destroy Avantia.”
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MALVEL’S PLAN
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The candles flickered in Aduro’s study, throwing shadows across the books piled high on the desk. Aduro sank down into his carved wooden chair, while Tom, Elenna, Daltec and Lyra stood waiting for him to catch his breath. The wizard had been in a rush to lead them here.

“Pay close attention, all of you,” said Aduro at last. “What I am about to tell you could sow the seeds of panic, were it to leave this room. But you must understand the truth about the Book of Derthsin.”
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Collect the special coins in this book.
You will earn one gold coin for
every chapter you read.

Once you have finished all the chapters,
find out what to do with your gold coins at
the back of the book.
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