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      Chronology of Pope’s Life

      
      


         
            
            	Year    

            
            	Age

            
            	Life

            
         


        
         
            
            	1688

            
            	 

            
            	21 May, born in London to Edith and Alexander

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1697

            
            	9

            
            	At school at Twyford, near Winchester

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1698

            
            	10

            
            	At Mr Deane’s school, Marylebone, London

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1700

            
            	12

            
            	Family moves to Binfield, near Windsor, Berkshire

            
         

         
         
            
            	
c. 1704


            
            	16

            
            	In London learning French and Italian

            
         

         
         
            
            	c. 1705

            
            	17

            
            	Begins acquaintance with London literary scene

            
         

         
         
            
            	1709

            
            	20

            
            	2 May, Pastorals published in Tonson’s Poetical Miscellanies; already knows Teresa and Martha Blount

            
         

         
         
            
            	1711

            
            	22

            
            	15 May, An Essay on Criticism

            
         

         
         
            
            	1712

            
            	23–4

            
            	14 May, Messiah published in The Spectator; 20 May, first version of The Rape of the Lock; Pope acquainted with Swift, Gay, Parnell, Arbuthnot (the Scriblerus Club)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1713

            
            	24–5

            
            	7 March, Windsor-Forest; October, proposals for Iliad translation issued; Pope already intimate with Edward Harley, Earl of Oxford and Henry St John, Viscount Bolingbroke

            
         

         
         
            
            	1714

            
            	25

            
            	4 March, 5-canto version of The Rape of the Lock published

            
         

         
         
            
            	1715

            
            	26–7

            
            	February, The Temple of Fame; 6 June, Iliad, vol. 1; gets to know Lady Mary Wortley Montagu

            
         

         
         
            
            	
1716


            
            	27

            
            	22 March, Iliad, vol. 2; enmity with publisher Edmund Curll; April, family move from Binfield to Chiswick, London

            
         

         
         
            
            	1717

            
            	29

            
            	3 June, Iliad, vol. 3 and Works (containing Eloisa to Abelard and Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady); 23 October, death of father

            
         

         
         
            
            	1718

            
            	30

            
            	28 June, Iliad, vol. 4; moves with aged mother to neo-Palladian villa on Thames at Twickenham, Middlesex

            
         

         
         
            
            	1720

            
            	31

            
            	12 May, Iliad, vols 5 and 6

            
         

         
         
            
            	1723

            
            	34

            
            	January, edn of Works of John Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham, published but seized by government on suspicion of pro-Jacobite bias; early May, testifies
               before House of Lords on behalf of Bishop of Rochester (Atterbury), accused of Jacobitism

            
         

         
         
            
            	1725

            
            	36

            
            	12 March, edn of Shakespeare (6 vols); 23 April, The Odyssey trans., vols 1–3

            
         

         
         
            
            	1726

            
            	37–

            
            	March, Lewis Theobald secures Pope’s enmity with attack on Pope’s Shakespeare; June, The Odyssey trans., vols 4–5; visit from Swift

            
         

         
         
            
            	1727

            
            	39

            
            	June, Pope–Swift Miscellanies in Verse and Prose, vols 1–2; another Swift visit

            
         

         
         
            
            	1728

            
            	39

            
            	8 March, Pope–Swift Miscellanies. The Last Volume; 18 May, The Dunciad. An Heroic Poem. In Three Books

            
         

         
         
            
            	1729

            
            	40

            
            	10 April, The Dunciad Variorum

            
         

         
         
            
            	
1731


            
            	43

            
            	December, Of Taste: An Epistle to the Right Honourable Richard, Earl of Burlington (becomes Moral Essay 4)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1732

            
            	44

            
            	4 October, Pope–Swift Miscellanies. The Third Volume

            
         

         
         
            
            	1733

            
            	44–5

            
            	15 January, Of the Use of Riches: An Epistle to the Right Honourable Allen, Lord Bathurst (Moral Essay 3); 15 February, The First Satire of the Second Book of Horace, Imitated; February–May, AnEssayonMan, Epistles 1–3; 7 June, deathof mother

            
         

         
         
            
            	1734

            
            	45–6

            
            	16 January, An Epistle to the Right Honourable Richard, Lord Viscount Cobham (Moral Essay 1); 24 January, AnEssayonMan, Epistle 4; 4 July, Imitations of Horace, Satires 2.2; 28 December, Sober Advice from Horace

            
         

         
         
            
            	1735

            
            	46

            
            	2 February, AnEpistlefromMrPopetoDr Arbuthnot; 8 February, Of the Characters of Women:AnEpistletoaLady (Moral Essay 2); 23 April, Works, vol. 2; 12 May, Curll’s edn of Pope’s Letters

            
         

         
         
            
            	1737

            
            	48–9

            
            	28 April, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 2.2; 19 May, own edition of Letters; 25 May, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 2.1

            
         

         
         
            
            	1738

            
            	49–50

            
            	23 January, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 1.6; 1
 March, Imitations of Horace, Satire 2.6; 7 March, Imitations of Horace, Epistle 1.1; 16 May, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty-Eight. A Dialogue Something like Horace; 22 June, The Universal Prayer; 18 July, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty-Eight. Dialogue 2

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	
1739


            
            	51

            
            	November (to February 1740) begins series of winter stays with Ralph Allen at Prior Park, Bath

            
         

         
         
            
            	1740

            
            	51

            
            	April, beginning of Pope’s friendship with William Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester

            
         

         
         
            
            	1742

            
            	53

            
            	20 March, The New Dunciad

            
         

         
         
            
            	1743

            
            	55

            
            	29 October, The Dunciad, in Four Books

            
         

         
         
            
            	1744

            
            	56

            
            	30 May, death of Pope

            
         

         
         
         
      

   
      
      
Chronology of his Times


      
      







         
         
            
            	Year

            
            	Cultural Context

            
            	Historical Events

            
         

         
         
            
            	1688

            
            	Death of John Bunyan

            
            	Glorious Revolution: James II deposed; accession of William of Orange (William III)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1689

            
            	John Locke, Treatise on Civil Government

            
            	James II in Ireland; Scottish Jacobites defeated at Killiecrankie

            
         

         
         
            
            	1690

            
            	Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding

            
            	James II defeated by William III at Battle of Boyne

            
         

         
         
            
            	1694

            
            	Purcell, Te Deum and Jubilate

            
            	Death of QueenMary; Bank of England founded

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Congreve, Double Dealer

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1697

            
            	Birth of Hogarth

            
            	Treaty of Ryswyck (England, France, Holland, Spain); Peter the Great of Russia visits England

            
         

         
         
            
            	1698

            
            	Vanbrugh, The Provoked Wife

            
            	George Lewis becomes Elector of Hanover (later English King George I)

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Fenelon, Telemague

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1700

            
            	Death of John Dryden

            
            	First American protest against slavery

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Congreve, The Way of the World

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1701

            
            	Steele, The Christian Hero

            
            	Act of Settlement; War of Spanish Succession begins; Yale College founded, New Haven, Conn.

            
         

         
         
            
            	1702

            
            	First English daily newspaper

            
            	Death of William III; accession of Anne

            
         

 
 
          
            
            	 

            
            	Daniel Defoe, Shortest Way with Dissenters (D in pillory)

            
            	 

            
         

        
         
         
         
            
            	1704

            
            	Swift, Battle of the Books, Tale of a Tub

            
            	Duke of Marlborough defeats French at Bleinheim

            
         

 
          
            
            	 

            
            	Newton, Optics

            
            	 

            
         


 
         
         
            
            	1705

            
            	Mandeville, Fable of the Bees

            
            	Parliament has Whig majority

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Vanbrugh begins Blenheim Palace

            
            	 

            
         




         
            
            	1707

            
            	Farquar, The Beaux Stratagem

            
            	Union of England, Wales and Scotland as Great Britain

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Watts, Hymns

            
            	 

         



         
            
            	 

            
            	London Society of Antiquaries

            
            	 

            
         



         
         
            
            	1709

            
            	Berkeley, A New Theory of Vision

            
            	Marlborough defeats French at Malplaquet; Peter the Great defeats Charles XII of Sweden at Poltava

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Steele, The Tatler (to 1711)

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1710

            
            	Handel, Rinaldo (opera) Berkeley, Principles of Human Knowledge

            
            	English South Sea Company formed; Whig ministry falls; Tories form ministry under Harley and St

            
         

         
         
            
            	1711

            
            	Shaftesbury, Characteristics

            
            	Marlborough dismissed

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Steele and Addison, The Spectator

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1712

            
            	Arbuthnot, History of John Bull

            
            	St John becomes Viscount Bolingbroke; last English execution for witchcraft; Peace Congress begins at Utrecht

            
         

         
         
            
            	1713

            
            	Addison and Steele, The Guardian

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1714

            
            	 

            
            	Fahrenheit’s mercury thermometer; death of Queen Anne (August); accession of George I; Whigs in power; War of Spanish Succession
               ends

            
         

         
         
            
            	1715

            
            	Le Sage, Gil Blas Death of Fénelon

            
            	Bolingbroke to France; Jacobite rebellion (defeated at Preston and Sheriffmuir)

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1716

            
            	Death of Leibniz

            
            	‘James III’ (Old Pretender) in Scotland

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Birth of Thomas Gray

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1717

            
            	Union of English Freemasons

            
            	Robert Walpole resigns; Triple Alliance (England, France, Holland)

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Grand Lodge founded

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1718

            
            	 

            
            	Lady Mary Wortley Montagu introduces inoculation against smallpox

            
         

         
         
            
            	1720

            
            	Handel, Esther


            	South Sea Bubble bursts

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Anne Finch, Countess of Winchilsea


            	 

         


         
         
            
            	1721

            
            	Nathan Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary

            
            	Walpole appointed first Lord of Treasury and Chancellor of Exchequer

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Gibbs starts St Martin’s in the Fields

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1723

            
            	Birth of Reynolds

            
            	Bolingbroke back from exile

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Wren

            
            	 

            
         



         
            
            	1725

            
            	 

            
            	Death of Peter the Great; Guy’s Hospital founded

            
         

         
         
            
            	1726

            
            	Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

            
            	Death of George I (June);

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	First circulating library in Edinburgh

            
            	 

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Defoe, Voyages of Captain George Roberts

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1727

            
            	Birth of Gainsborough

            
            	accession of George II; siege of Gibraltar (England, Spain)

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Newton

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1728

            
            	Gay, Beggar’s Opera

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	1729

            
            	J. S. Bach, St Matthew Passion

            
            	Treaty of Seville (England, Spain, Holland); the Carolinas become Crown colonies

            
         

         
         
         
            
            	1730

            
            	Thomson, The Seasons and Sophonisba; The Grub Street Journal (till 1737)

            
            	Walpole and Charles, Viscount Townshend quarrel; Townshend resigns

            
         

         
         
            
            	1731

            
            	Gentleman’s Magazine begins

            
            	 

         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Death of Defoe

            
            	 

         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Hogarth, A Harlot’s Progress

            
            	 

         


         
         
            
            	1732

            
            	Berkeley, Dialogues of Alciphron

            
            	Colony of Georgia founded; Boerhaave founds organic chemistry

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Voltaire, Zaire

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1733

            
            	Prévost, Manon Lescaut

            
            	American colonies forbidden to trade with French West Indies

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Bach, B minor Mass

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1734

            
            	Voltaire, Lettres sur les Anglais

            
            	Commercial treaty between England and Russia

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Bach, Christmas Oratorio

            
            	 

            
         


         
         
            
            	1735

            
            	(February) Death of Arbuthnot

            
            	Copyright Act in England

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Thomson, Liberty

            
            	 

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Linnaeus, Systema naturae

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
                  
            
            	 

            
            	Hogarth, A Rake’s Progress

            
            	 

            
         



         
         
            
            	1737

            
            	 

            
            	Licensing Act (all plays open to censorship by Lord Chamberlain)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1738

            
            	Handel, Saul

            
            	John Wesley and George Whitefield start Methodism; Paul’s spinning machine patented in England; Pope Clement XII bans freemasonry

            
         

         
         
         
         
            
            	1739

            
            	Hume, Treatise on Human Nature

            
            	England declares war on Spain

            
         

         
         
            
            	1740

            
            	Thomson (with David Mallett), Alfred (contains ‘Rule, Britannia’)

            
            	 

         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Samuel Richardson, Pamela

            
            	 

         

         
         
            
            	1742

            
            	Henry Fielding, Joseph Andrews

            
            	Walpole resigns, succeeded by Sir Spenser Compton, Earl of Wilmington; John Carteret, Lord Granville, Secretary of State

            
         


         
            
            	 

            
            	Edward Young, Night Thoughts

            
            	 

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Gray begins Elegy

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
                  
            
            	 

            
            	Handel, Messiah, performed

            
            	 

            
         

         
         

         
         
            
            	1743

            
            	Handel, Samson

            
            	Death of Wilmington; Henry Pelham succeeds as First Lord of the Treasury; England defeats French at Dettingen; Treaty of Worms (England, Austria,

            
         

         
         
            
            	1744

            
            	Hogarth, Marriage à la Mode

            
            	Fall of Carteret; France declares war on England; Clive arrives at Madras

            
         



         
            
            	 

            
            	Birth of William Hodges (landscape painter)

            
            	 

            
         
         
         
         
      

   
      
      Introduction

      
      Alexander Pope was an inheritor of the blending of Christianity with ancient learning that began with the Renaissance some
         two hundred years before his birth in 1688. For him, as for many of his friends and contemporaries, the rediscovery of the
         languages and achievements of the ancient world of Greece and Rome that had made such an impact on sixteenth-century European
         thought remained a legacy of inestimable value, revealing the ancients as repositories of living moral and artistic truth
         as they focused on man as a restlessly striving intellectual being attempting to place himself in relation to the gods and
         the cosmos. Although their humanising, optimistic and anthropocentric energies could not supplant Christianity’s emphasis
         on collective and individual sin, they offered a salutary modification and softening of it, enabling humanity once again to
         justify its worldly ambitions and to take less seriously its failings and pomposities.
      

      
      If this makes Pope sound reactionary, then this is because, from some points of view, he was. Temperamentally conservative,
         he valued authority, in church, state and the arts. Along with his friends Swift, Gay, Arbuthnot, Fielding and many more,
         he was terrified that a world without authority was chaos; that art without training and order – without an underlying philosophy
         or ethic – was no art and was therefore immoral. He believed, with his Renaissance forebears, that God created the world out
         of a system of elegant harmonies, and that the arts imitated the cosmic harmony just as the structures and proportions of
         the individual body and soul did. He would have mocked and fiercely despised the winners of the contemporary Turner prize,
         and post-modernism in its various literary and architectural manifestations. For him they would have been symptoms of cultural
         forgetting, of the amnesia that lets great achievement from the past cease to mean.
      

      
      Pope was born into the Catholic religion of his parents and remained a Catholic all his life despite the penalties that this
         imposed on him: prohibitions on education, inheritance, the holding of public office, etc. Quietly rather than stridently
         Catholic, he numbered among his friends some of the leading (Protestant) figures of his day. His Catholicism nevertheless marginalised
         him: alongside his illness (tubercular bone infection led to gradual deformity and collapse of his spine and chest), it set
         him apart, making him more than psychologically ready to adopt (and revel in) the persona of the beleaguered satirist, the
         lone voice of truth in a nonsensical world.
      

      
      Pope’s moral, artistic and social ideal, mythologised from an idealised image of Rome under Augustus Caesar (whose reign spanned
         the birth of Christ), underpins nearly all his poetry. Augustus represented political peace and encouraged the arts, particularly
         the great epic poet, Virgil, and the architect Vitruvius (see note to Epistle to Burlington, line 194). In harking back to Augustan Rome, Pope was, of course, also recalling the equivalent revival during the Renaissance
         when, alongside the strengths of ancient philosophers, poets and sculptors, Vitruvian architectural theory had been rediscovered
         the first time round. Hence Pope makes Vitruvius and his sixteenth-century disciple Andrea Palladio (and Palladio’s British
         disciple, Inigo Jones) central to the Epistle to Burlington, the poem which encodes Pope’s obsession with taste as an index of cultural and moral value, using architecture and garden
         design – the right use of the land – as its main symbols. Indeed, land is perhaps more important than architecture in the
         poem, because for Pope as for Virgil it is the recipient of, and redemptive cure for, human folly. The site of battle and
         bloodshed with the Roman and the English Civil Wars, under a peace-bringing ruler its battle scars become furrows, soaked-in
         blood yields corn, and agricultural prosperity leads to the ultimate expression of civilisation, the building of cities (as
         in Virgil’s Georgics and Pope’s Windsor-Forest).
      

      
      Unlike Virgil’s Augustus, however, the monarch of Windsor-Forest is known to be an ailing woman, and one who was to die childless. So that, at the very moment he celebrates peace under his
         ideal ruler, the Protestant Stuart, Anne, Pope knows that the future is dark – for him as a Catholic (Anne had tolerated Catholicism
         in a way that her predecessor, William III, had not); for the country, because her successor (by the Act of Settlement, 1701)
         was to be the 54-year-old George, Elector of Hanover – a man, it was xenophobically rumoured, of no taste, with no interest
         in the language of his new country. Pope subscribed, at least emotionally, to the old idea of monarchs as supreme patrons, of the court as the arbiter of taste. If the monarch has no interest in the
         language of the country over which he rules, Pope gloomily predicted, then literature at least is doomed. (It also has to
         be said that his gloom at the prospect of Anne’s death may well have been deepened by more than a tinge of Catholic Jacobitism
         (the term derives from Jacobus, Latin for James). Anne had been the daughter of the deposed Catholic James II; with the Protestant
         succession secured on George of Hanover, many felt that the crown belonged by right to James’s surviving son, the exiled Catholic
         James Francis Edward (1688–1766), the Old Pretender.)
      

      
      Pope’s view of things darkened further with the accession of George II in 1727, by which time his literary and personal enemies
         had formed into a neatly coherent satirical target. The result was the first version of The Dunciad – a harshly brilliant pillorying of his enemies, and a horrified exposé of the corruption of the ideal of the city into London’s
         mud and sewage. How he got away with its sixth line – ‘Still Dunce the second reigns like Dunce the first’ – we shall never
         know; but it devastatingly pinpoints the first two Georges of Hanover, and so, more generally, does the work’s mock-epic structure.
         For mock-epic (that is, epic framework without the heroism, all turned to a joke) implies that whereas epic was once possible,
         it no longer is. Monarchs set the tone for the nation and its destiny – under Hanover epic is no longer possible, heroism
         is a thing of the past.
      

      
      Much else had been contributing to the collapse of the heroic ideal; but the fact remains that Pope could write epic only
         by translating his predecessors. Where Milton could commemorate the Puritan republic, even after its defeat and his personal
         humiliation, in the magnificent blank verse epic Paradise Lost (1667), Pope could see no recent past – or present – to celebrate. So he translated the two works which mark the beginning
         of western European epic, Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, eventually proceeding to The Dunciad, which he was to tinker with, on and off, for the rest of his life. It is an expression of Tory pessimism at its most extreme;
         the last full lament for the death of Christianity and the ancient world as they had historically combined to produce Christian
         humanism. Heroism in this world exists only as opposition to the prevailing anti-culture; only, in fact, in the figure of
         the embattled, solitary, poet and the fragments of past literature which he incorporates into his work.
      

      
      All this had been anticipated as early as The Rape of the Lock. For if The Dunciad is the exact opposite of Windsor-Forest (dirty Hanoverian cityscape instead of ideal Stuart country, etc.), the mock heroics of The Rape of the Lock in its expanded (1714) form, too, are the opposite of Windsor-Forest. We are now a little further down the Thames – no longer at Windsor but at Hampton Court – and Anne is still alive, but only
         just (she was to die 1 August 1714). So, with memories of Homer, Virgil and others, Belinda the Sun Queen parodies monarchical
         power and ends up eclipsed, the melancholic loser of her lock of hair and of her authority. Pope continues the elegiac note
         (without the comedy) in his next major poems (apart from the Iliad translation), Eloisa to Abelard – thestory of a woman mourning her lost life and love – and the Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady. It is as if Anne’s death caused Pope to be haunted by grieving women. Later, in The Dunciad, grief will turn to comic grotesquerie and terrible absurdity as the Georges are seen to have produced a travestied Anne
         in the dark goddess, Dullness.
      

      
      Pope’s nostalgia is a strong thing and his poetic voice is always assertive. Shot through with images of loss, disease and
         corruption as his poetry is, the verse – modelled on Dryden’s, though more technically assured – is always elegant, balanced,
         precise. Pope’s heroic couplets (two lines of ten syllables, almost invariably with an iambic rhythm, each of the pairs of
         lines rhyming with itself) surmount personal sickness and imagined terrors to affirm his fundamental view of civilisation
         as order.
      

      
      DOUGLAS BROOKS-DAVIES

   
      
      Windsor-Forest

      
      To the Right Honourable George Lord Lansdowne

      






         
            	Thy forests, Windsor, and thy green retreats,

	 
         

         
         
            	At once the monarch’s and the Muse’s seats,

	 
         

         
         
            	Invite my lays. Be present, sylvan maids!

	 
         

         
         
            	Unlock your springs, and open all your shades.

	 
         

         
         
            	Granville commands; your aid, O Muses, bring!
            	5
         

         
         
            	What Muse for Granville can refuse to sing?

	 
         

         
         
            	The groves of Eden, vanished now so long,
         

         
         
            	Live in description, and look green in song:

	 
         

         
         
            	These, were my breast inspired with equal flame,

	 
         

         
         
            	Like them in beauty, should be like in fame.
            	10
         

         
         
            	Here hills and vales, the woodland and the plain,

	 
         

         
         
            	Here earth and water seem to strive again –

	 
         

         
         
            	Not chaos-like together crushed and bruised,

	 
         

         
         
            	But, as the world, harmoniously confused:

	 
         

         
         
            	Where order in variety we see,
            	15
         

         
         
            	And where, though all things differ, all agree.

	 
         

         
         
            	Here waving groves a chequered scene display,

	 
         

         
         
            	And part admit, and part exclude, the day,

	 
         

         
         
            	As some coy nymph her lover’s warm address

	 
         

         
         
            	Nor quite indulges, nor can quite repress.
            	20
         

         
         
            	There, interspersed in lawns and opening glades,

	 
         

         
         
            	Thin trees arise that shun each other’s shades.

	 
         

         
         
            	Here in full light the russet plains extend;

	 
         

         
         
            	There, wrapped in clouds, the blueish hills ascend.

	 
         

         
         
            	Even the wild heath displays her purple dyes,
            	25
         

         
         
            	And ’midst the desert fruitful fields arise

	 
         

         
         
            	That, crowned with tufted trees and springing corn,

	 
         

         
         
            	Like verdant isles the sable waste adorn.

	 
         

         
         
            	Let India boast her plants, nor envy we

	 
         

         
         
            
            	The weeping amber or the balmy tree
            	30
            
         

         
         
            	While, by our oaks, the precious loads are borne,

	 
         

         
         
            	And realms commanded which those trees adorn.

	 
         

         
         
            	Not proud Olympus yields a nobler sight,

	 
         

         
         
            	
Though gods assembled grace his towering height,
            
         

         
         
            	Than what more humble mountains offer here,
            	35
         

         
         
            	Where, in their blessings, all those gods appear.

	 
         

         
         
            	See Pan with flocks, with fruits Pomona crowned;

	 
         

         
         
            	Here blushing Flora paints th’enamelled ground;

	 
         

         
         
            	Here Ceres’ gifts in waving prospect stand,

	 
         

         
         
            	And nodding tempt the joyful reaper’s hand;
            	40
         

         
         
            	Rich Industry sits smiling on the plains,

	 
         

         
         
            	And peace and plenty tell, a STUART reigns.

	 
         

         
         
            	
Not thus the land appeared in ages past:
         

         
         
            	A dreary desert and a gloomy waste,

	 
         

         
         
            	To savage beasts and savage laws a prey,
            	45
         

         
         
            	And kings more furious and severe than they,

	 
         

         
         
            	Who claimed the skies, dispeopled air and floods,

	 
         

         
         
            	The lonely lords of empty wilds and woods.

	 
         

         
         
            	Cities laid waste, they stormed the dens and caves

	 
         

         
         
            	(For wiser brutes were backward to be slaves).
            	50
         

         
         
            	What could be free when lawless beasts obeyed,

	 
         

         
         
            	And even the elements a tyrant swayed?

	 
         

         
         
            	In vain kind seasons swelled the teeming grain;

	 
         

         
         
            	Soft showers distilled, and suns grew warm, in vain:

	 
         

         
         
            	The swain with tears his frustrate labour yields,
            	55
         

         
         
            	And famished dies amidst his ripened fields.

	 
         

         
         
            	What wonder, then, a beast or subject slain

	 
         

         
         
            	Were equal crimes in a despotic reign,

	 
         

         
         
            	Both doomed alike, for sportive tyrants bled;

	 
         

         
         
            	But while the subject starved, the beast was fed.
            	60
         

         
         
            	Proud Nimrod first the bloody chase began –

	 
         

         
         
            	A mighty hunter, and his prey was man:

	 
         

         
         
            	Our haughty Norman boasts that barbarous name,

	 
         

         
         
            	And makes his trembling slaves the royal game.

	 
         

         
         
            	The fields are ravished from th’industrious swains,
            	65
         

         
         
            	From men their cities, and from gods their fanes:

	 
         

         
         
            	The levelled towns with weeds lie covered o’er;

	 
         

         
         
            	The hollow winds through naked temples roar;

	 
         

         
         
            	Round broken columns clasping ivy twined;

	 
         

         
         
            	O’er heaps of ruin stalked the stately hind;
            	70
         

         
         
            	The fox obscene to gaping tombs retires,

	 
         

         
         
            	And savage howlings fill the sacred choirs.

	 
         

         
         
            	Awed by his nobles, by his commons cursed,

	 
         

         
         
            	
The oppressor ruled tyrannic where he durst,
            
         

         
         
            	Stretched o’er the poor and Church his iron rod,
            	75
         

         
         
            	And served alike his vassals and his god:

	 
         

         
         
            	Whom even the Saxon spared and bloody Dane,

	 
         

         
         
            	The wanton victims of his sport remain.

	 
         

         
         
            	But see the man who spacious regions gave

	 
         

         
         
            	A waste for beasts, himself denied a grave!
            	80
         

         
         
            	Stretched on the lawn his second hope survey,

	 
         

         
         
            	At once the chaser, and at once the prey:

	 
         

         
         
            	Lo, Rufus, tugging at the deadly dart,

	 
         

         
         
            	Bleeds in the forest like a wounded hart.

	 
         

         
         
            	Succeeding monarchs heard the subjects’ cries,
            	85
         

         
         
            	Nor saw displeased the peaceful cottage rise.

	 
         

         
         
            	Then gathering flocks on unknown mountains fed,

	 
         

         
         
            	O’er sandy wilds were yellow harvests spread,

	 
         

         
         
            	The forests wondered at the unusual grain,

	 
         

         
         
            	And secret transport touched the conscious swain:
            	90
         

         
         
            	Fair Liberty, Britannia’s Goddess, rears

	 
         

         
         
            	Her cheerful head, and leads the golden years.

	 
         

         
         
            	Ye vigorous swains: while youth ferments your blood,
         

         
         
            	And purer spirits swell the spritely flood,

	 
         

         
         
            	Now range the hills, the gameful woods beset,
            	95
         

         
         
            	Wind the shrill horn, or spread the waving net.

	 
         

         
         
            	When milder autumn summer’s heat succeeds,

	 
         

         
         
            	And in the new-shorn field the partridge feeds,

	 
         

         
         
            	Before his lord the ready spaniel bounds:

	 
         

         
         
            	Panting with hope he tries the furrowed grounds,
            	100
         

         
         
            	But when the tainted gales the game betray,

	 
         

         
         
            	Couched close he lies, and meditates the prey:

	 
         

         
         
            	Secure they trust the unfaithful field, beset,

	 
         

         
         
            	’Till hovering o’er ’em sweeps the swelling net.

	 
         

         
         
            	Thus (if small things we may with great compare),
            	105
         

         
         
            	When Albion sends her eager sons to war,

	 
         

         
         
            	Some thoughtless town, with ease and plenty blessed,

	 
         

         
         
            	Near, and more near, the closing lines invest;

	 
         

         
         
            	Sudden they seize the amazed, defenceless prize,

	 
         

         
         
            	And high in air Britannia’s standard flies.
            	110
         

         
         
            	See, from the brake the whirring pheasant springs,
         

         
         
            	And mounts exulting on triumphant wings:

	 
         

         
         
            	Short is his joy; he feels the fiery wound,

	 
         

         
         
            	
Flutters in blood, and panting beats the ground.
            
         

         
         
            	Ah, what avail his glossy, varying dyes,
            	115
         

         
         
            	His purple crest and scarlet-circled eyes,

	 
         

         
         
            	The vivid green his shining plumes unfold,

	 
         

         
         
            	His painted wings, and breast that flames with gold?

	 
         

         
         
            	Nor yet, when moist Arcturus clouds the sky,
         

         
         
            	The woods and fields their pleasing toils deny;
            	120
         

         
         
            	To plains with well-breathed beagles we repair,

	 
         

         
         
            	And trace the mazes of the circling hare

	 
         

         
         
            	(Beasts, urged by us, their fellow beasts pursue,

	 
         

         
         
            	And learn of man each other to undo).

	 
         

         
         
            	With slaughtering guns the unwearied fowler roves
            	125
         

         
         
            	(When frosts have whitened all the naked groves)

	 
         

         
         
            	Where doves in flocks the leafless trees o’ershade,

	 
         

         
         
            	And lonely woodcocks haunt the watery glade.

	 
         

         
         
            	He lifts the tube and levels with his eye –

	 
         

         
         
            	Straight a short thunder breaks the frozen sky.
            	130
         

         
         
            	Oft, as in airy rings they skim the heath,

	 
         

         
         
            	The clamorous lapwings feel the leaden death;

	 
         

         
         
            	Oft, as the mounting larks their notes prepare,

	 
         

         
         
            	They fall, and leave their little lives in air.

	 
         

         
         
            	    In genial spring, beneath the quivering shade,
            	135
         

         
         
            	Where cooling vapours breathe along the mead,

	 
         

         
         
            	The patient fisher takes his silent stand,

	 
         

         
         
            	Intent, his angle trembling in his hand:

	 
         

         
         
            	With looks unmoved he hopes the scaly breed,

	 
         

         
         
            	And eyes the dancing cork and bending reed.
            	140
         

         
         
            	Our plenteous streams a various race supply –

	 
         

         
         
            	The bright-eyed perch with fins of Tyrian dye;

	 
         

         
         
            	The silver eel, in shining volumes rolled;

	 
         

         
         
            	The yellow carp, in scales bedropped with gold;

	 
         

         
         
            	Swift trouts, diversified with crimson stains;
            	145
         

         
         
            	And pikes, the tyrants of the watery plains.
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