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Frontispiece: Golden hour at the Ruth Bancroft Garden.
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Ruth Bancroft, Brian Kemble, and all the small acts of gardeners everywhere that benefit all the living things on the planet we share.
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Autumnal colors announce the fall season at RBG with agave and California native buckwheat taking center stage.


















PREFACE


Ruth Bancroft, Dry Garden Trailblazer


Creativity thrives with limitations. This was true for renowned gardener Ruth Bancroft when she started her low-water garden in 1971 at the age of sixty-three. It was also true for us when we launched the Dry Garden Design Certificate Program (DGDCP) in 2021, where we share Ruth’s insights and visionary approach to gardening and design, the knowledge gained by all the RBG caretakers over the years, and basic design principles. We also dive deep into the plants that thrive in our region (and most summer dry regions of the world) with very little water. Over the years, we’ve expanded the program, adding classes and teachers and including students from around the world. As we’ve taught these programs over the past several years, we realized that these ideas could be helpful to a wider audience. In creating this book, we are hoping to reach people beyond program participants and inspire them to practice this more sustainable way of gardening.

The Ruth Bancroft Garden


The Ruth Bancroft Garden (RBG or The Garden) is a small botanical garden in a medium-size suburban town in the San Francisco Bay Area. Composed of three-and-a-half acres, RBG is a collection of low- and very low–water plants that are well adapted to the inland summer dry climate. Ruth Bancroft designed it as a personal garden, and it became a public garden in 1994. Today, RBG is a nonprofit and open to the public year-round. It also has a retail nursery, hosts private and community events, and offers a large array of both in-person and virtual classes for children and adults, as well as landscape design services for people wanting to transition their gardens to be more climate resilient. All of these departments support RBG financially and help spread its mission of sustainability.


As the program director at RBG, Alice oversaw the education department, including adult, visitor, and children’s programs. The primary focus for this role is to ensure RBG’s mission is shared in a variety of offerings ranging from lectures and hands-on workshops to webinars and community events. Cricket created the design services department and, as its director, oversaw the landscape design services team. These designers help homeowners create low-water gardens throughout the Bay Area. For several years, Cricket was also one of the primary instructors at RBG.


Together, we started talking about the certificate program in 2019. We knew we had a lot of useful knowledge about dry garden design from both RBG as well as gardens that we’ve designed for homeowners in our community, but we weren’t sure how to structure it into a course or make it available to the widest audience.


Then the pandemic struck. Suddenly everything closed and RBG was scrambling for income. How could we (as an institution) engage people in our mission while being physically separated? We began offering online classes, and had a captive audience who, for better or worse, had nothing but time. What a perfect laboratory. We started to develop classes for everything we could think of. Some were really popular, and others fell flat, but after a year we had a pretty good idea of what people were interested in as well as what they needed to know—but maybe didn’t know that they needed to know. So, in March 2021, we launched the first Dry Garden Design Certificate Program.


While we are not immune to the emotional weight of the shifting climate, we believe that we have to take it as an opportunity—a call to action—in how we garden. By gardening for where you are, with plants that will do well with the least amount of intervention, you (we!) can play a small part in righting the ship. Gardening creates habitat, sequesters carbon, makes the gardener and the visitor feel good, and engenders beauty. Gardening is an act of hope. So, with that in mind, we hope this book inspires you to be creative within the limitations of your environment. If we each do something, it most certainly will add up.


—Cricket Riley and Alice Kitajima


Forever Saving Water


I grew up in the 1970s during Marin County’s notorious drought. Being the child of earth-conscious (read: hippy) parents, a brick permanently lived in our toilet tank, our neighbors flaunted trendy brown lawns, and “Save Water” stickers plastered our car bumpers. Besides turning off the faucet while brushing our teeth and keeping a five-gallon bucket in the shower to collect the warm-up water, our family—like many others at the time—was hyperfocused on conserving resources.


Today in California, I still hold on to that feeling of living through the “water depression,” and I’m the self-appointed water policewoman of the house. A bucket lives in our shower, our thirsty lawn left eons ago, and our garden gets watered sparingly. Even when designing gardens for clients, I strongly encourage removing lawns and adding more unthirsty and climate-appropriate plants that are easy to care for.


When I learned that Alice and Cricket wanted to write a book about the RBG’s Dry Garden Design Certificate Program, and highlight gardens both influenced by Ruth’s low-water and climate-resilient principles, I was in.


Did my enthusiasm erupt because I already preached the word of low water? Yes. Was it also because as a garden writer, one of my goals is sharing the important stories and lessons of fellow plant enthusiasts? Most definitely. But the real needle mover was that I grew up visiting the Ruth Bancroft Garden with my garden-loving parents, and I have early memories of seeing Ruth puttering around the beds. I also remember entering through the charming green folly and wandering through the adjacent plant-filled greenhouse and meandering grounds. I remember marveling at the massive agaves, tipping back my head to take in the towering palms, crouching low to discover prickly patches, all the while thinking, what are these plants?


Now, of course, palms, succulents, and Mediterranean plants are familiar go-to’s in my design arsenal, as most do well here, plus they are reliably attractive, thankfully resource conserving, and some are truly masters in multitasking (low water + low maintenance + pollinator friendly). But as a long-term and mildly obsessive student of nature, I know that I still have much to learn, even much more to fail at and recalibrate, so this is exactly why I visit and revisit RBG.


Every time I wander the winding paths, I gather and squirrel away inspiration (and, of course, reality checks of just how big some beauties can actually get) and then lean on these lessons in my designs and in my own garden. And though my own garden is small, I try to harness the big magic that bubbles up from RBG, whether it’s certain choice plant combinations, clever rock placement, or just the ethos of tapping into what gifts and limitations a garden holds. I also think about Ruth’s unwavering dedication to observing, experimenting, and learning. My wish is that all gardeners continue to ask questions, be creatively personal and curious, and allow the love of plants and gardening to grow.


—Kier Holmes
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Designing a Climate-Resilient Garden
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Introduction 
• • •



GARDENING WITH RESILIENCE IN MIND


Climate change, climate warming, atmospheric rivers, (deep breath) sustained freezes, freak snowstorms, devastating droughts, extreme heat, and heavy rainfall. All these terms and realities of unstable and severe seasonal weather patterns are unfortunately becoming familiar and, potentially, routine to us. This also means that these new norms have embedded into our thoughts, conversations, even worries. And yes, they have moved into our gardens. With our plants and gardens undoubtedly affected by changing and morphing weather patterns, what are we to do? How and to what level do we need to adapt to this variability? Or rather, how much do our plants need to prepare and adapt, and how can we help our gardens get ready for what inevitably lies ahead?


These are hard questions. And helpful answers lay ahead. But first…

There’s Always More


Yes, planting unthirsty plants is a positive game changer. However, in light of the erratic weather patterns and an altering climate, a lack of water is not the entire dilemma. While this book was being written, another atmospheric river barreled down, as agencies issued constant flood alerts and our local reservoirs filled to the brim. For some gardeners, this brought confusion. Why stress about conserving water when apparently we had enough, or even more than enough? With these bizarre and increasingly common weather patterns, some people thought that those of us on the West Coast were out of the woods and could go back to planting water-guzzling turf and tender annuals. This is out of the question; while all the rain is regenerative and helpful to some degree, it doesn’t mean we won’t continue to experience summers of excessive heat, repeated winter deluges, and unprecedented freezes. How do we respond? The solution is to create gardens that require less but give more. We need to create gardens of resilience.


Gardening with Resilience Means Gardening for Tomorrow


What exactly is a resilient garden? In the upcoming pages, we go into depth regarding this gardening approach, but in general, a resilient garden is one that is in sync with your regional environment. Why is this important? The simple answer: our gardens are integral to a much bigger picture, not just our backyards or individual horticultural ideals. Gardens have major impacts ecologically because ecological gardens that fare well in troubling times inspire awe and wonder, which influences prevailing style trends, which influences more gardeners.


Our goal is to help and walk you through the necessary steps to creating a resilient garden of your own, and provide handy information and positive inspiration. We have curated case studies of attractive, beautifully resilient, and earth-friendly gardens for you to gain inspiration and learn from. Ultimately, we are here to change perceptions of what climate-appropriate, low-water gardening looks like.


How to Use This Book


If you’re anything like us, we know that you appreciate a helpful layout of what’s to come. In the first part of the book, we discuss the various design styles of dry, climate-resilient gardens, and present a handful of common design principles and lessons practiced and trialed by Ruth and the design services staff of RBG. We then share a selection of essential plants that have proven to be standouts in a waterwise, climate-conscious garden. We discuss the ever-popular container gardening and rewarding tricks to growing in small spaces. We’ll walk you through the basics of soil, boulders, irrigation, hardscape, lawn removal, and the tools we can’t work without.
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Aloe ‘Creamsicle’ in full bloom under a mature Aloe ‘Hercules’








It’s important to note that the information in this book grew out of gardening practices developed in USDA Zone 9a (this indicates regions with winter lows of 20 to 25 degrees Fahrenheit or -6.7 to -3.0 degrees Celsius). The plants in this book do well in this hardiness zone with minimal to no protection from frost in the winter and minimal summer irrigation once established. We suggest that you spend some time understanding the temperature extremes of your area when creating your climate-resilient garden. We’ve listed some resources in the back of this book that can assist you with that research.


In the second part of the book, we visit fifteen phenomenal gardens in California, ranging from postage stamp–sized spaces to generously sized gardens, all taking cues, plant ideas, and design principles from the Ruth Bancroft Garden. Because naturally, RBG continues to contribute and influence home gardeners and design professionals beyond its own garden walls. How could it not? Just like a good song, a fantastic garden can percolate and deeply embed in your soul. The tones and textures, spines and spaces seep into your consciousness and follow you around, transforming your perceptions.


In these case studies, you’ll get to see inside spectacular gardens that are using resources judiciously but are surprisingly lush and textured. This is because the garden designers and homeowners don’t see water restrictions as a detriment, a curse, or punishment, but as an invitation to be creative and resourceful. They have taken on the challenge of designing satisfying, thriving, rewarding gardens that gratify our deep desire to help the world, do our part, and nurture nature.


Please keep in mind that this book just scratches the surface of what you need to know for your garden to evolve into climate resilience. You can dig way deeper into all the topics we cover, but our hope with this book is that you will gain a better understanding of waterwise garden plants and the general garden design process you need in order to create a resilient garden. Hopefully you’ll learn a garden trick, tip, or idea, regardless of your skill set and knowledge base. You might get answers to questions you didn’t even know you had. The point is to be undaunted by failure and continue to be adventurous in your pursuit of creating a fantastic, climate-ready garden. Ruth was undaunted, and we want you to be, too.


Remember that Ruth Bancroft didn’t start her dry garden until the age of sixty-three, so it’s never too late. She was an avid experimenter and believed that the best way to learn about a plant was to get it in the ground, see how it performed, and record that information. During the 1970s and 1980s, her techniques were far from common, as were her plant choices. When she inevitably failed here and there (as all gardeners do), Ruth took detailed notes and learned as much from her flops as her successes. The takeaway? Instead of fearing the misses, celebrate the successes. It takes time and trial and error to figure out your site and conditions, and it’s all part of the wonderful journey that is gardening. We feel lucky to be able to share these lessons with you and shepherd you through your journey of insightful failures and rewarding successes.
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If we put our minds to it and use a bit of observation and ingenuity, together we can usher in a new type of garden filled with vibrancy and care for the earth and its health. We believe these actions will ultimately make a positive impact by supporting wildlife and pollinators, managing runoff, saving water, improving soil, cooling homes, storing carbon, and providing us with awe and joy. We know it’s a lot. But we also know it’s possible.


So please, read on, dog-ear pages, highlight helpful tips—even bring this book outside while gardening. We totally give you permission to get the pages dirty.


Happy gardening!
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Warm weather blooms at the Ruth Bancroft Garden





















CHAPTER 
• 1 •



Learning from the Ruth Bancroft Garden


Some of you may already know about Ruth and her garden—perhaps you have even had the pleasure of visiting the Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek or you have read The Bold Dry Garden by Johanna Silver, which goes into great detail about Ruth’s history, gardening life, and vision. For those of you who picked up this book without prior knowledge of this determined and adventurous gardener, we can’t wait to introduce you. In typical Ruth form of being endlessly curious and thirsty for knowledge, there is always something new to learn, whether you’re a seasoned dry gardener or a newcomer to Ruth Bancroft entirely.


Born in 1908, Ruth grew up in Northern California, and was the only gardener in her family. She once mentioned that she couldn’t remember ever not gardening, even as a young child. Everything from roses to bearded irises to daffodils intrigued her, and as she grew older, her interest in plants and gardening grew exponentially, so much so that later in life, if you wanted to reach Ruth at home, you had to call before 7 a.m. or after 6 p.m. because she worked in her garden all day, almost every day of the week.


The pivotal moment that really jump-started Ruth into a fascination with dry plants came when she first saw and bought a few hybridized Aeonium ‘Glenn Davidson’ at Mrs. Glenn Davidson’s yard sale. And although by today’s standards this plant is a bit ho-hum, it’s important to remember that plants like Aeonium weren’t readily available in the 1950s. So the question is, what was it about this plant that drew Ruth in? It was the Aeonium’s rosette form, the almost impossible symmetry, that inspired Ruth so much. And it makes sense that she would fall for such a graphic shape, as Ruth initially studied to be an architect, an idea she later abandoned due to the Wall Street crash of 1929 and limited job possibilities. It makes sense that Ruth’s architectural interests matched up perfectly with the very architectural form of succulents, cacti, and other low-water plants—from one passion another was born.


But here’s another piece of the puzzle—you could even call it a star-aligning scenario. Through the 1960s, Ruth dove deeper into dry plants and began collecting a large assortment of succulents, all of them in petite terra-cotta pots that quickly filled up the small greenhouse next to her Walnut Creek home, and eventually a shade house. At the time, Ruth and her husband Phil’s main property consisted of a walnut and pear orchard but, due to disease, the orchard was removed. In 1971, the last of the trees on the ranch were cut down, leaving a blank three-acre canvas—bare soil, in need of a vision. “Here’s a big, empty field,” Phil said to Ruth. “Do you want to use this for your garden?”


It was perfect timing, because Ruth had amassed a staggering number of potted succulents (more than two thousand) and they badly needed to get in the ground and stretch their legs. But while this blank-slate scenario sounds ideal, Phil specified one condition: they wouldn’t dig a new well and they wouldn’t dip into city water for the garden. At this time, water conservation or being a waterwise gardener wasn’t in vogue. In fact, quite the opposite. Verdant and ubiquitous manicured lawns sprawled out as far as the eye could see. But as a family of farmers, they considered water a precious resource. Whatever garden Ruth created needed to be able to thrive on water from the existing well. So once again, the pieces fit.
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Ruth Bancroft in her garden








A mandatory water restriction might have daunted and debilitated Ruth if it weren’t for serendipity—the plants Ruth collected weren’t thirsty at all. If Ruth had collected, say, ferns, then this arrangement wouldn’t have worked out very well. Ruth’s region has a Mediterranean climate, which means the summers produce little to no supplemental rainfall. Coupled with their self-imposed water restriction, Ruth embraced the sustainable idea of creating a completely dry garden. This took much observation and trial and error. Ruth taught herself how to make dry plants happy, how to protect certain plants in her collection from the soggy winter rains and occasional devastating freezes, like the one in 1972 that wiped out most of her garden. And it took help from a dedicated and knowledgeable team that she fostered over the years. Ruth’s foresight, fearlessness, and sheer patience with slow-growing plants created the foundation for her notable garden.


It’s interesting to know that Ruth started her garden for the fun and enjoyment of it, never holding the idea that she needed to impress anyone. Ruth also never anticipated that people would take such an interest in her garden, that she would provide inspiration to so many people. But she did. Over the years, as more and more plant enthusiasts and horticulturists learned about Ruth and her Walnut Creek garden, she became an iconic figure. In 1988, plant collector and horticulturist Frank Cabot visited Ruth and learned that she had no plans to protect and carry on the garden after she was unable to tend it. And so, Frank created the Garden Conservancy, a nonprofit organization that supports and preserves gardens throughout the US. Ruth’s garden became the first preservation project of this nonprofit and officially opened up to public visitors in the early 1990s. Ruth continued to regularly putter and weed in her garden well into her late nineties, until she passed away in November 2017 at the remarkable age of 109. We can’t help but think that her curiosity and love of gardening were the secrets to her longevity.


Today, Ruth’s garden continues to be a living example of how gardening in tune with your local climate produces very satisfying results. The lessons she learned and applied are applicable to gardens of every size and many styles. The key is to follow her method: plan, try, and learn from your mistakes. Gardening is a journey, not a destination.
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A meandering path through cacti and agaves was Ruth’s original entrance into the dry garden.








Guiding Principles of the Ruth Bancroft Garden


Ruth made rules just to turn around and break them. What this means for a gardener is that plans and guides and particulars can exist and be extremely helpful in the beginning stages of creating a conscientious and dynamic garden, especially if you are new to this. But your needs for them can change. Later on, as your garden develops and your skills and knowledge accumulate, rules can still be thought of as gently keeping a garden focused and in its functional state. But no one says you can’t veer a little, refocus on something unique or a bit daring, and then go down a different, unexpected path. In the end, if a plant, combination, or design decision makes you happy (and it is climate appropriate), then by all means add it to your garden.


The Ruth Bancroft Garden Design Principles were created to be used as a guide to maintain and enhance Ruth’s vision for the garden for years to come. And while she developed them as a framework for her garden, many are basic landscape architecture principles.
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A coning Encephalartos horridus










MISSION


The Ruth Bancroft Garden’s mission is to preserve, promote, and enhance Ruth Bancroft’s world-class collection of water-conserving plants displayed in her exceptionally designed garden, for the education, inspiration, and enjoyment of the public.







	Retain and emphasize Ruth’s vision of a garden of meandering paths that periodically open to “rooms” of varying sizes and shapes.


	The planting beds should be mounded to enhance drainage and topographical interest, resulting in a naturalistic feel to the garden. Low mounds help to delineate the subtle swale.


	The central pool should continue to serve as an oasis-like centerpiece and counterpoint to the dry landscape of the rest of the garden.


	Maintain a border of larger shrubs and trees to provide enclosure for the garden and separation from the surrounding suburbia.


	Key sight lines should be maintained through the garden, allowing visitors to enjoy the layers of plantings that are a feature of Ruth’s garden.


	Maintain a number of small and larger trees to provide dappled shade for the plantings that demand less than full sunlight, and to create deep pools of shade as a counterpoint to the bright, open expanses with their more desertlike feel.


	Waterwise and water-conserving plantings are critical components of the collection.


	Intellectual curiosity should always inform any expansion in the plant collection.


	Group plants according to their similar cultural needs, not according to their country of origin.


	Plants should be arranged informally within curving pathways and soft-edged beds.


	Avoid any straight lines in the plantings and rock placement.


	Beds should be assembled in layers, from ground covers to midsize shrubs and larger succulents to trees of varying canopy heights.


	Continue the emphasis on repeating the rosette form in varying sizes and colors.


	Use odd numbers of plants in group plantings rather than even numbers to enhance the sense of a naturalistic setting.


	Plants should be maintained with a recognition of their natural character and not highly manicured.


	Place emphasis on structural pruning over purely aesthetic for the purposes of health and vigor.


	Remove plants no longer serving a valuable role at RBG.
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Ruth had a passion for bold architectural plants and their juxtaposition against drifts of colorful flowering plants or softly textured grasses and herbaceous plants.










WHAT IS A ROSETTE?


A rosette is a circular arrangement of leaves or petals reminiscent of a rose. The repetition of this plant shape provides a rhythm and unifies RBG.







RUTH’S FAVORITES


While Ruth’s plant interests were generous, she had a special place in her heart for certain genera and families including Agave, Yucca, Echeveria, and other Crassulaceae.







HOW TO GET DRAMATIC COMPOSITIONS


Use contrasting color, texture, form, or foliage. Example: Plant a moody Leucadendron ‘Ebony’ or Aeonium arboreum ‘Zwartkop’ next to a silvery Agave ovatifolia or Aloe brevifolia.





Meet Brian Kemble: The Ruth Bancroft Garden Curator


You won’t find Brian battling sleepless nights worried about whether Ruth and her garden will continue to inspire local and distant gardeners or garden designers. Brian says, “No one needs to worry about that. People will always be inspired.” So where will you find Brian, especially if he’s not traveling to Mexico or South Africa to study and photograph plants in their native habitats? Certainly you’ll catch him plant patrolling, snapping photos of what’s blooming, teaching classes at RBG, and being the official torchbearer.


Ruth and Brian were kindred spirits, sharing a mutual love of all things leafy, petalled, and colorful—even those wielding spikes. Ruth’s daughter, Kathy, once told Brian that he was the botanical son that Ruth always wished she had.


Brian credits his maternal grandfather, the green thumb of the family, for passing this plant passion on to him. He spent his childhood in Hawaii, and at ten years old took a random hibiscus cutting and simply stuck it in the ground. Miraculously it took root and grew into a healthy plant. This improbable success embedded in Brian a vast sense of possibility.


Years later, Brian went to college to study philosophy and the history of Buddhism and Hinduism—surprisingly not botany or horticulture. Upon graduation, Brian knew two things for certain. One, he simply couldn’t go and get a job at the local philosophy store, and two, he still had no idea of his career path. So he packed up and moved to San Francisco. “It was here that I started noticing all the wonderful succulents growing around, like Graptopetalum and Pachyphytum, etc. I started growing these on my windowsill because they were easy to grow from a leaf or cutting and their leaves were fat and cool and came in wonderful pastel colors.”
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Brian Kemble, curator of the Ruth Bancroft Garden








A couple of years later, Brian’s trajectory changed even more when he fortuitously became the neighbor of landscaper Charles Grimaldi (for those who think that name sounds familiar, yes, a Brugmansia is named after him). Charles hired Brian to help him out with garden installations. Charles would take Brian to meetings of the Cactus & Succulent Society in Oakland, introducing him to other prominent plant people in the Bay Area like Victor Reiter Jr. (who was a leading light in the California Horticultural Society), Lester Hawkins at Western Hills Rare Plants Nursery, and Wayne Roderick at Tilden Regional Parks Botanic Garden.


Now immersed in a plant-obsessed community, Brian focused his fascination and eventually became the vice president of the Cactus & Succulent Society of California, where he coordinated speakers for the monthly meetings. One of their speakers was Clive Innes, owner of Holly Gate Cactus Nursery in southern England and, when he arrived, Clive told Brian that he had heard about a succulent garden in Walnut Creek and would like to visit it. Brian said sure, and off they went to Walnut Creek to meet Ruth.


This was in 1979, and Brian had never heard of this garden, which at that point was seven years old and still Ruth’s personal garden. And while the plants were still quite young, Brian was impressed with the scale of what Ruth had created and very much liked her chosen plant groups, especially the agaves and echeverias. Ruth and Brian hit it off right away as fellow plant nuts, and he gave her his name in case she might be looking for hired help. The next year Ruth asked if he would take care of the greenhouse one day a week.


Ruth kept her succulents in a greenhouse before she started what is now the Ruth Bancroft Garden (she also grew a more traditional English-style garden around her house with roses and irises). She used the greenhouse for propagation and to protect her more cold-sensitive specimens. Brian’s success in his role led Ruth to build a bigger greenhouse so that Brian would have more room to continue hybridizing aloes and propagating a vast collection of succulents. After several years, the plants that Brian hybridized became part of Ruth’s main collection, making them a dominant feature at RBG. More importantly, Ruth and Brian’s relationship grew, matured, and blossomed. They got each other excited about new plants, and their love for leaf, spine, and flower became contagious.


After Ruth’s passing in 2017, it became Brian’s role to preserve RBG while simultaneously guiding its adaptation to changing weather patterns and the incorporation of new plant introductions. Brian and garden manager Walker Young both strive to maintain Ruth’s vision while also being aware that gardens are constantly evolving works of art. Together, Brian and Walker stroll the garden weekly, making lists of tasks for the horticulturists, deciding what to prune and how, marking if something needs removal and what should replace it, discussing anticipated conflicts and next steps for the garden. With a collective goal, both Brian and Walker always fall back on RBG principles to inform their choices and the future. According to Walker, Brian has stood patiently and persistently as a guardrail against any design ego, shooting down ideas if he finds them inconsistent with what he knows Ruth would have wanted.


When Brian adds new plants to the garden, he isn’t thinking about keeping things exactly as they are forever. Instead, he imagines a scenario where he shows Ruth these new plant choices and sees if she is interested and would add them to the garden. Brian shares what goes through his head. He wonders, “If Ruth knew what we know now, would she have done this?” Ruth remains Brian’s guide. Of course, he’s imagining her voice, but it’s safe to say that Brian has a solid idea of what plants would’ve caused a sparkle in Ruth’s eye and put a smile on her face.
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Aloe ‘Creamsicle’










BRIAN’S NOTABLE HYBRID PLANTS


Working with the extensive collection at RBG, Brian has created many hybrid aloes, agaves, gasterias, and cacti. Some of these have found their way into the plantings at the garden, adding unique touches not found anywhere else. The garden serves as a laboratory where they can grow into mature specimens and be evaluated for their horticultural qualities. Some have come into wider use after being introduced into nursery trade, like Aloe ‘Hellskloof Bells’.


Aloe ‘Creamsicle’ 


Aloe ‘Hellskloof Bells’ 


Agave parrasana ´ × A. colorata









[image: ]

Contrasting leaf and flower color create a dynamic composition.
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The lush and inviting dry garden of Molly Stone in Berkeley, California
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