
        
            
                
            
        

    
 


The Crimes of Saddam Hussein
  




[image: ]
  


 


Constable & Robinson Ltd
 3 The Lanchesters
 162 Fulham Palace Road
 London W6 9ER


www.constablerobinson.com

This edition published by Magpie Books,
 an imprint of Constable & Robinson Ltd 2011

Copyright © Constable & Robinson Ltd, 2011

All rights reserved. This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A copy of the British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

ISBN 9781780333380

Printed and bound in the EU

1 3 5 7 9 10 8 6 4 2
  


 


Saddam Hussein

 

Saddam Hussein gained power over a nation riddled with profound tensions. Long before Saddam, Iraq had been split along social, ethnic, religious, and economic fault lines: Sunni versus Shi’ite, Arab versus Kurd, tribal chief versus urban merchant, nomad versus peasant. Stable rule in a country rife with factionalism required the improvement of living standards. Saddam moved up the ranks in the new government by aiding attempts to strengthen and unify the Ba’ath Party and taking a leading role in addressing the country’s major domestic problems and expanding the party’s following.

However, even as he rose to power through the Ba’ath Party, the Kurdish and Shia Muslim populations of Iraq hated him. They would eventually discover, disastrously for them, that the feeling was mutual.

Saddam was born in 1937, in Al Ouja, a village outside Takrit. He remains proud of his humble origin in a mud hut, in the middle of a poor, watermelon-growing Sunni Muslim community. Iraq is an overwhelmingly Muslim society, but as mentioned above, within it there are innumerable religious and tribal groups. Sunni Muslims, the majority orthodox doctrine of Islam, comprise only a fifth of Iraq’s population. Saddam himself, nominally a Sunni, used religion only as a political tool, posing hypocritically as an Islamic hero in his efforts to present his opposition to the West as a holy war. His weaknesses for cigars, Scotch whisky and adultery (all banned under Islamic law) were too well known for the sight of him kneeling in prayer to be taken seriously.

His father, Hussein ’Abd al-Majid, died or disappeared six months before Saddam was born. The gossip was that he was illegitimate. As Saddam developed his later obsession with history, he would try to glamorize this rumour by claiming that he was the illegitimate child of the Iraqi Hashemite king, through which he traced his direct descent from the Prophet Mohammed himself. Shortly before he was born, Saddam’s thirteen-year-old brother died of cancer, leaving his mother severely depressed in the final months of the pregnancy. Saddam’s mother also tried to abort the baby by attempting suicide. The infant Saddam was sent to the family of his maternal uncle, Khairallah Talfah, until he was three, where he was generally very happy.

His mother remarried, and Saddam gained three half-brothers through this marriage. His stepfather, Ibrahim al-Hassan, treated Saddam harshly after his return to his maternal home. He was abusive, beat the boy remorselessly and forced the young boy to steal chickens and sheep for resale. With the shadow of his illegitimacy hanging over him, Saddam was something of an outcast in the custom-bound society of his village. It is said that he walked to school in Takrit with an iron bar to protect himself from the other boys.

He had only two allies, one was his cousin, Adnan Khairallah, who would eventually be rewarded for his kindness with a position in government as Defence Minister. Also protecting him was his uncle, Kharaillah Tulfah, who eventually became Governor of Baghdad. Although kind to Saddam, Tulfah was generally seen as a monstrous bigot who wrote a tract that there are ‘three who God should not have created: Persians, Jews and flies’. Even Saddam’s cousin, Adnan, would eventually die mysteriously in a helicopter crash, after complaining about Saddam’s blatant infidelity to his wife, who was Adnan’s sister.

At about the age of ten, Saddam fled the family and returned to live in Baghdad with his uncle, Kharaillah Tulfah. Tulfah, the father of Saddam’s future wife, was a devout Sunni Muslim. Later in his life, relatives from Saddam’s native Tikrit would become some of his closest advisers and supporters. According to Saddam, he learned many things from his uncle, who was a prominent leader in the failed 1941 Nazi-backed coup in Iraq. Especially significant to Saddam was the lesson that he should never back down from his enemies, no matter how superior their numbers or how capable their armies.

They were small-time gangsters, feared as local brigands. In his search for acceptance and prestige, Saddam was eventually drawn into their web of corruption, crime and murder. At the age of ten, Saddam’s cousins gave him his first real possession, a revolver. In his teens he commited his first killings on Tulfah’s behalf. By the 1950s, in Baghdad, he had a considerable reputation as a thug and an assassin.

He enrolled in law school, but crime kept him too busy to attend. Under the guidance of his uncle, he attended a nationalistic secondary school in Baghdad. In 1957, at the age of twenty, Saddam joined the revolutionary pan-Arab Ba’ath Party, of which his uncle was a supporter.

At the time it was a fledgling movement espousing the creation of a single Arab state. Anti-Western, anti-Persian and anti-Jewsish, it was a synthesis of Arab nationalism and socialism founded by a Syrian secondary school teacher, Michel Alfaq. Saddam became highly useful as a hit man and tough enforcer in the Ba’ath Party’s violent opposition to the Hashemite monarchy. In 1958, a year after Saddam had joined the Ba’ath Party, army officers led by General Abdul Karim Qassim overthrew Faisal II of Iraq. The Ba’athists opposed the new government, and in 1959, Saddam was involved in the attempted United States-backed plot to assassinate Prime Minister Qassim.

Saddam Hussein was one of an eight-man hit squad selected for the task. They planned to shoot at Qassim’s car as he drove between his house and his office at the Defence Ministry. When the plan finally went into operation on 7 October 1959, it was a total farce. One of the assassins was supposed to block the street and force Qassim’s car to a halt. Unfortunately, he lost his keys, and while the would-be killers fell to arguing about whose fault it was, Qassim arrived at the designated spot. They managed to shoot the driver, but in the cross-fire, the successful marksman was then shot dead by his comrades. Several others, including Saddam, also wounded each other. The assassins hobbled off, convinced that some of the mass of flying lead must have hit Qassim. When Saddam came to power the debacle was rewritten as a great battle against overwhelming odds, in which Saddam, although grievously wounded, was the hero, pulling fragments of cannon-shell out of his leg with a pair of scissors. The doctor who actually treated him remembers a tiny superficial wound. Needless to say, the doctor later fled Iraq when he discovered a huge bomb under his car.
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