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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear. Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the Exam practice and ‘Now test yourself’ questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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My revision planner


Introduction


Theme 1 Changing Places – Changing Economies


1  Urban and rural processes and change in the UK


Movements of people


Urban areas of the UK


Factors helping to drive urban and rural change across the UK


Factors contributing to population movement within the UK


Rural changes … for the worse


Possible routes to sustainable development


Retail change across the UK


Leisure in urban areas


Leisure in rural areas


Honeypot sites


2  Urbanisation in contrasting global cities


Global cities


Two global cities … and their challenges


3  A global perspective on development issues


How might development be measured?


Living in a global world


An uneven globalised world


Multi-national companies


Newly industrialised countries


Globalisation and changing world links


What is the role of aid?


Theme 2 Changing Environments


1  Coasts and coastal management


Coastal processes and UK coastal landscapes


How coastal landforms are produced


Coastal transport and deposition


Managing coastlines


Hold the line or managed retreat?


2  Rivers and river management


The water cycle: a system of stores and flows


River processes and UK river landforms


Causes of river floods


Responding to river floods


3 Weather and climate


Weather and climate


Global climate zones


Typical weather of UK high- and low-pressure weather systems


Two contrasting extreme weather events


4  Climate change – cause and effect


Climate change and its causes


The consequences of climate change


Climate change: reducing the risk


Theme 3 Environmental Challenges


1  How ecosystems function


How ecosystems function


The hot semi-arid biome in detail


Small-scale ecosystems in the UK


2  Ecosystems under threat


Using ecosystems for human profit (or loss)


Damage to an ecosystem


3  Water resources and management


Global water supply and demand


The impact of over-abstraction of water


The imbalance of water supply and demand in the UK


Water management across national boundaries


4  Desertification


The extent of desertification


Causes of desertification


Managing environments vulnerable to desertification


Problem solving


Fieldwork


Glossary


Answers to ‘Now test yourself’ tasks and Exam practice questions available at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes





Introduction


Why should I use this book?


These revision notes have been written to accompany the Eduqas GCSE (9–1) Geography Specification B course to help you get the best possible results in your examinations.


There is a great deal you need to know in order to obtain a result you will be proud of in this subject. You not only need to know the subject of geography well but, of equal importance, also need to know how to use all of your geographical abilities to get the best out of the examination experience. This involves understanding exactly what the examiner wants of you and being able to provide this in the examination situation.


But don’t panic – that’s where these notes come in! They take you back through all the main areas of content for your course and will also guide you in how to use this information to get the best out of your exams. By the time you have finished you will know almost as much about this as do your examiners – not a bad position to be in!


So, please don’t ignore the opening pages of these notes. They are the key to getting the best out of the rest of the book and, as a result, obtaining the best possible result for you in geography. There are many candidates who are entered for the examination who are very good geographers but who never quite develop the ability to show this in the examination room. Read on and get involved in the activities to ensure that you are not one of these people.


Using these revision notes


These revision notes are not all you need to gain examination success. They have certainly not been written with the intention of replacing your teacher, the most important resource you have.


Most of you will have been studying geography since at least entering secondary school and will have learned a great deal in that time. You will probably also have notes in exercise books and files that will help you to prepare for your examinations. These notes and your teachers are the real key to your success in the examinations.


These revision notes will, therefore, help you to make sense of your own notes and help train you in the art of how to use your own geographical competencies to respond to the variety of tasks your examiners will set before you. Your teachers will also be working hard with you to ensure your examination success and it is my intention that these revision notes help in this process.


Unlike many revision guides, this book does not contain a huge amount of facts. These you already have. It does, however, help you to improve the abilities you will require to make the most of the examination experience; how to respond in the examination to the demands for you to apply your geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to new situations.
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Exam tip


Are you naturally untidy? If so, train yourself in the art of keeping tidier notes. If your work is in exercise books, number these and write a brief content record on the inside front cover of each book. Create something similar for loose-leaf notes and don’t forget to number the pages. If you don’t do this, a ring binder depositing its contents on the floor could be very troublesome. Use this book as a summary of your work. Complete the activities provided and annotate the pages wherever you feel it will be helpful.
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Getting to know your specification


It is easy to look on the examination and, sometimes, your school work, as the enemy. It really shouldn’t be that way. This specification was written so that your teachers can create a course for you that is both enjoyable and relevant. The examinations are also designed to help you.


The Eduqas GCSE (9–1) Geography Specification B


The following is an overview of the three Themes that make up the Eduqas GCSE (9–1) Geography Specification B. The first key to doing well in your examinations is to develop an understanding of each of these.






	Theme 1: Changing Places – Changing Economies

	Theme 2: Changing Environments

	Theme 3: Environmental Challenges






	Urbanisation in contrasting global cities

	Coasts and coastal management

	How ecosystems function






	Urban and rural processes and change in the UK

	Rivers and river management

	Ecosystems under threat






	Global perspectives on development issues

	Weather and climate

	Water resources and management






	 

	Climate change – cause and effect

	Desertification







Assessment through Eduqas GCSE (9–1) Geography Specification B


The structure of the entire examination (the big picture) is shown in the table below. All components are written papers and all the questions asked in them are compulsory.
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The examination … in greater detail


You will sit all of the papers that make up your examination in three sessions known as Components. They are usually a few days apart and in June of your Year 11.


The first Component will test all of the three Themes you have studied. These are:





•  Changing Places – Changing Economies



•  Changing Environments



•  Environmental Challenges.





Most of the questions you will answer will be based on resources like maps, graphs, diagrams and photographs that are a part of the paper. At least one question will explore your knowledge and understanding of the UK as a whole.


The second Component will test your ability to solve a geographical problem. The geographical content of this component will be taken from across all three of the Themes and, as suggested by its name, will lead you through three ‘Parts’:





•  The first will introduce you to a place and a problem that needs to be solved there.



•  The second will ask you to explore different solutions to the problem.



•  The third and final part will ask you either to select one of the solutions offered or to rank those offered in order of importance. You will then need to justify the choices you have made.





There is a chapter about ‘problem solving’ later in this book.


The third Component is in three parts. The first two parts are linked and will test the techniques you have learned when carrying out two fieldwork enquiries; one investigating an aspect of human geography and the other, physical geography. These are called fieldwork methodologies. There are four of these, Use of transects, Change over time, Qualitative surveys and Geographical flows. You will be tested on only one fieldwork methodology. Find out which one it is and add it to the box below.


It will also assess your ability to use fieldwork findings to explore one ‘conceptual framework’. There are six conceptual frameworks: Place, Spheres of influence, Cycles and flows, Mitigating risk, Sustainability and Inequality. You will only be tested on one conceptual framework in your examination. Find out which one you will be tested on and add it to the boxed sentence below.


The final part of the third component tests your ability to make a decision based on your wider understanding of the geography of the UK.
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In Component 3 I will be tested on:


my ability to use ________________________ fieldwork methodology and my ability to use fieldwork findings to explore the ________________________ conceptual framework.
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Now test yourself


Add geographical terms for each of the phrases in the table below. Other key terms are highlighted throughout this book. Get used to using them when answering questions.






	Phrase

	Term






	Wearing away … of rocks

	 






	Shopping bought on a near-daily basis

	 






	Jobs with a regular wage and tax paid

	 






	Mining on the Earth’s surface

	 






	Growing enough food for just the family

	 






	A small river that flows into a larger one

	 






	Planting a large area with trees

	 






	Growth of the proportion of people living in towns and cities

	 






	Reasons why people move away from their home area
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SPaG


Teachers often talk about SPaG: it stands for ‘spelling, punctuation and grammar’; in other words, the quality of your written English. It also takes into account your ability to use geographical terms effectively.


There are four marks available on each of the three Components for your SPaG abilities. They will be awarded for your responses to those questions that have the most lengthy spaces for answers.


Making the exams work for you



How well you do in your exams is mainly down to you. You are the only one who can give your studies enough time throughout the course and to ask for help if you are struggling at any time. However, you are just the most important point of a triangle that involves other people.
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Are there any other people you could add? How might they help you?


There is certainly one other group. It’s worth shouting out loud, ‘your examiners really want you to do well’. They use quite a few different ways to make sure that you provide them with the answers that they want from you. This can only happen, though, if you play their game. They expect you to:





1  Read all the information provided on the examination paper. There may be no questions to answer on its front page, for example, but there are instructions and other information to help you.



2  Manage your time carefully. You must actually complete the paper if you are to do well. Your examiners help you by telling you how many marks are available for each question and by giving you the number of lines they feel you will need for your answer. In Component 2, the problem-solving paper, they even advise you on how much time to spend on each of its three ‘Parts’.



3  Do everything that is asked of you. Your examiners use ‘command terms’ to tell you what sort of answer they want from you. When used, each of these terms always means the same thing so you must always respond to them in the same way. Practise this throughout your course.






Understanding the command terms


The questions your examiners are going to ask fit into four different groups. The examiners call these Assessment Objectives (AOs). On the front of each of your examinations there will be a reminder of what each AO means and every question you answer will inform you of which AO it is testing. These are shown in the table below.
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Finally, your examiners sometimes underline or print in bold some words in a question if they want to draw your attention to them. There is no reason why you should not do the same to help you understand exactly what is expected of you.
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Now test yourself


For each question below:





1  underline the key words that you feel help you to understand the question



2  decide what type of question it is, based on the ‘type of question’ column in the table above



3  draw a brief outline of your response to the question.







    a)  Explain why government in the UK may wish to reduce the threat of climate change.


[6]


    b)  Many central business districts (CBDs) have pedestrianised areas. Describe the features of pedestrianised areas.


[2]


    c)  Evaluate the use of the internet as a source of secondary data to support fieldwork. You should support your answer by referring to actual examples from your own fieldwork.


[6]


    d)  Name an ecosystem you have studied. For your chosen ecosystem, complete the table below to give the names of specific plants or animals found in your chosen ecosystem.


[3]









	 

	Plants/animals in ecosystem






	One tertiary consumer

	 






	One secondary consumer

	 






	One primary consumer

	 






	One producer
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Effective revision


The only person who can decide how to revise most effectively is you. There are a huge variety of techniques and some will suit some people more than others. Perhaps the following quiz will help you to decide your most effective means.






	Question

	Yes

	No






	Do you need complete silence to revise?

	 

	 






	Does music help to cut out outside noises?

	 

	 






	Can you concentrate for long periods of time?

	 

	 






	Is your attention span short?

	 

	 










•  For how many different exams do you have to revise?



•  Where is geography in your exam timetable?



•  What parts of your social life are essential?



•  What can you give up to make time for revision?





There is just one rule when answering these questions – be totally honest with yourself. There is a very long period of time between your examinations and the results day. You will only enjoy this time fully if you have completely prepared yourself for the examinations and you can honestly say that you could not have done better.


So, now you are armed with this vital information, create your own customised revision programme that:





•  starts early enough



•  balances work and pleasure



•  suits your concentration span



•  is realistic in the demands it places on you




•  takes place in conditions that suit you




•  builds in rewards.





Finally, remember just three more points:





•  Your teacher is there to help and will welcome questions.



•  There may be geography lessons offered during any study leave time you may be given – attend them!



•  Everyone realises the pressure you are under. If you feel, at any time, you are not coping, be sure to talk to someone about it.





Active revision


Your revision can be either active or passive. Passive revision involves just reading your notes and is something that is likely only to work over very short periods of time. After this the mind begins to wander and all sorts of outside influences will get in the way of effective revision: things like staring at posters on your wall or listening for noise coming from outside your room.
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Component 2

Athree-part paper introducing you to a
geographical problem, exploring different
solutions and asking you to justify your choice
of solution

1 hour 30 minutes
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Component 3

Also in three parts. The first two parts test
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1 hour 30 minutes
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A01

You can show

your knowledge of
locations, processes,
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Command terms
list, name, give, circle
underline,

recall 1/2/3 facts
about

How to respond

Do no more than you are asked. Don’t even
attempt to describe the feature/fact you've
been asked to name or recall

Cando (v)

give the meaning of,

describe how

Extend and elaborate beyond just naming
something. Give as many different pieces
of description as there are marks for

the question. Don't, though, explain why
something happens. That is often the
answer to the next question

A02

You can show
understanding of
concepts related to,
and interrelationships
between places,
environments and
processes

Give one reason, give
reasons to agree/
disagree with ...

Explain why

This is your opportunity to show that you
understand why something is happening.
The word ‘because’ is worth using in your
answer to make sure you keep on track

A03 (1)

Analysis: you can

use your knowledge
and understanding to
analyse and interpret

Use information from
the graph to suggest
how people’s lives
will be affected by ...

Use map evidence to

This goes a step further than the description
of resources that are asked for in AO4. You
are expected to use your findings in order

to bring geographical sense or meaning

to them. For example, to suggest ways in
which the information may affect people or

!nformanon prcuidedi Eugoe=tnivEs the built and natural environments
in the paper
A03(2) Weigh up the Now is the chance for you to start giving

Evaluation: you are
asked to use evidence
to decide how good

a particular activity,
plan or strategy is,
whether in isolation
or compared to
others

strengths and
weaknesses of ...

Explain why x
strategy is more
sustainable than y
strategy

your own opinions on a particular issue

You are asked not only to compare but
also to make a value judgement about
the options being offered. Always back
up your judgements with evidence either
from a given resource or from your own
geographical knowledge

A03(3)

Making judgements:
you will need to use
your evaluation of a
situation to decide the
best way forward to a
sustainable future

Choose the best/most
sustainable strategy

Prioritise/rank in
order of importance
(3) strategies ...

... and justify your
choice

It's a very short step from evaluation to
here. Your evaluation of any alternative
strategies to solve a geographical problem
orissue will have triggered preferences in
your mind

You will need to make a decision based on
these preferences and justify it
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AO4

You are able to
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complete and read
resources like maps,
graphs and tables,
and to state what you
have found

Command terms

Complete the graph
using the following
figures

Describe the pattern
...on the map

Work out the mean ...

Compare the
changes in electricity
production in country
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How to respond

Read the question carefully. It may ask you
to describe, for example, simply what is
happening along a single line graph or it
could ask for a comparison between the
lines for two different places. In this case
the term ‘whereas’ is often a useful one to
use

Do quote clear evidence from the source,
often figures

Don't, though, go further. The question is not
asking you for a judgement as to which is
better for a particular purpose

Cando (v)






