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Preface



Note to the Student


Welcome to Places of Encounter. This text offers a new approach to learning about world history by taking you to the places where major developments in our past have occurred. Each chapter is designed to send you on a journey to a specific location associated with momentous historical events and epochs. Both volumes of this text are inspired by our desire to share with you the passion we have for the places we study and conduct our research as historians. We want to convey the excitement we feel in the places where major changes in human history occurred. Like you, we started learning the stories of our past as readers. We too discovered that we are connected to many places in the world through our common human ancestry and through the interactions of people and societies over time and across the globe. We wondered what it would be like to travel back in time to the places we read about but could only imagine. We realized that being in a historical place unlocks a portal to the past and allows us to see the intersections of land, environments, and human structures that lie at the heart of historical processes.


Themes


Places is organized around three main principles: change over time, connectivity, and the recurrence of certain themes throughout human history.


•To show change over time, the text offers a basic chronological sequence of history that begins in Volume I with the emergence of hominids (early humans) in Ethiopia and ends in Volume II with the emergence of the global, postindustrial city of Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. The volumes cover important turning points in human history, from the formation of the earliest human communities and towns through the foundation of cities, states, and empires and the development of industrialization, to the emergence of postindustrial globalization.


•To demonstrate the second principle, connectivity, both volumes present individual locations as part of a global nexus of historical and geographic connections. Each chapter identifies key regional and global connections among societies, places, peoples, and eras, demonstrating that world history is very much about connections and interactions across time and space. Each place in these volumes developed through linkages to previous historical eras and in turn shaped future historical actors and movements. Geography and environment also shaped the links people forged. In some cases, these links were regional—connecting people along a coastline with others in the interior, as in Cape Town, South Africa, or within areas of oceanic trade in the Atlantic or Indian oceans. In other cases global connections spanned outward from major urban centers such as Carthage or London in search of resources, territory, and labor, building land- and sea-based empires in the process. Similarly, technologies in the form of ships, airplanes, and even rocket-propelled weapons provided for global strands of connectivity.


•Third, the text emphasizes significant thematic elements that recur in human history. History is so vast that, in order to find some meaning in it, historians study it through different lenses or viewpoints that reflect what we deem important in our own lives. In Places we have emphasized themes that include migration (where and why people moved around the continent or globe); class, race, ethnicity, and gender (how humans form social and economic identities); urbanization and colonialism (how they organized themselves spatially and politically); and technology, trade, and commerce (what they built and the values they placed on those things). In the thematic table of contents you’ll see all these major themes and which chapters emphasize which themes.


Overall, as you will see, the picture of our past that emerges from these volumes is like a satellite map of the world at night: as a particular place becomes important, it glows and then fades as another location takes preeminence. Like a mosaic with endless links connecting the different locations, Places spotlights individual pieces, inextricably linked to the others, together making up the picture of each epoch. Places will show you a picture of history not as a simple sequential process but rather a dynamic, multitextured combination of overlapping eras—like overlapping notes in a musical chord. We hope you will appreciate the chapters both individually and collectively, as they provide a broader landscape of the ways people and places interacted to shape our past.


Reading and Using Places of Encounter


Places is intended to allow you to engage with history in various locations around the world, even if you cannot actually be there. When you’ve studied history before, it was probably narrated like a story, with one event following another in a linear way. Instead of telling a linear story, this book uses place-based history to illustrate the past. If you have ever visited a historical site like an old house or a historic location like a battlefield, you’re familiar with place-based history. The chapters are organized similarly:


•A Personal Prologue outlines the author’s personal engagement with the place—how he or she came to be interested in that particular place and why. Consider how and why the authors found their passion in a particular place and time. Do you have a similar interest in a historical place or have you been inspired by a visit or tour to a historical monument marking an important political, religious, or cultural event that happened there? Perhaps you’ve visited a location where your ancestors lived or emigrated?


•The main narrative of the chapter introduces the place in a particular time. Understanding the historical context—including geographic and environmental features; available technologies and skills; and ethnicity, language, gender, nationalism, and religious beliefs—is essential to understanding the history of the place you are reading about. Imagine, for example, what your life would be like without cars or computers (technology), or how your life would be different if you lived in a society where some people were enslaved due to their race, gender, or ethnic background.


•The Global Connections section of the chapter shows the linkages of this place and time with other parts of the region or the world as well as how this chapter relates to the chapters that come before and after. Because human encounters are often the precursors to historic developments as a result of the exchange of ideas and goods or the clash of cultural and religious beliefs, these connections tell the story of this place’s role in world history.


•The Encounters as Told: Primary Sources section gives you a chance to read firsthand accounts about those human encounters in the sources they left behind. These sources range from travelogues and diaries to government documents and treatises related to historical developments. Questions and notes at the beginning of each document will help you explore the relationship between the documents and the chapter narrative. You will also need to consider the context of the documents by asking questions such as, Who wrote the document and who was the intended audience? What was the writer’s intent—to write a newspaper article, a government document, a propaganda piece, or something else? What sorts of things are left out or hidden in the document? Are women or indigenous people mentioned, and in what context? How do the writer’s gender and socioeconomic class compare to those of the people mentioned in the document? What sorts of biases can you see in the source? How does the document help you better understand the chapter you just read? Does it refer to the physical place or perhaps to different people in the location? Does it depict people or place positively or not?


•Maps will show you the relationship of the place to the rest of the world and the region with which it is associated as well as the important spatial features that are referred to in the body of the chapter.


•Finally, each chapter provides a list of additional resources divided into two main categories. The first is further reading resources authors have recommended. Although these are not an exhaustive list of what other historians have written on the topic, they will enable you to get a deeper, more detailed understanding of some of the key developments that occurred in each location and to consider why these places are so important to world history. The second is a list of Internet URLs or web page references. These websites provide important visual materials and discussion of related ideas and analyses, and they are well worth exploring. Although you may not be able to travel to every place in the text, the chapters and secondary readings and recommended secondary resources may be the next best thing, providing you with significant insight into these places and the important roles they played. We hope that Places of Encounter will inspire you to ask questions of the past and the places in which it took shape as well as to undertake your own journeys of discovery to visit some of these locations—and others—that are part of the living history of our world.


Read on, and may you find the world to be as exciting a place as we and our fellow authors do!


Aran and Elaine MacKinnon, editors


To the Instructor


Welcome to Places of Encounter. This text provides a unique approach to world history. It is designed to allow students to experience the places where major developments took shape and to feel the excitement that comes from imagining historical events as and where they happened. It is inspired by the connections the authors have to the locations they have studied and visited as well as their belief that students share their excitement about world history as they are introduced to these places. It builds on well-established approaches to writing history by situating stories in a specific place to show how the local experience can be relevant to broader global experiences. It also goes beyond these studies by taking advantage of new approaches in environmental and place-based history. These approaches emphasize the importance of the historical and imagined relations between people and the land, and they show how these can be understood by considering the connections people make between place and the past. Additionally, Places of Encounter takes these place-based relationships and connects them to the wider currents of global history. Each chapter shows the reader how and where its place is connected temporally and spatially to other historically significant regions and developments. In these ways it seeks to provide students and instructors with both new perspectives and new tools for looking at major developments in world history.


The text is divided into two volumes, one for each of the major chronological blocks of time that are most often taught in two-term courses at college and universities. (For courses with different chronological breaks, each chapter is also available in digital form so that the book can be easily customized to fit every course.)


Places of Encounter can be assigned in at least two ways. First, by supplementing the content with lecture material, instructors can assign Places as a main text, guiding students along the overall arc of chronological history through the chapter progression. Volume I begins this progression with the emergence of modern humans in Hadar, Ethiopia, and South Africa, and then it takes the students through the development of early settled human communities and urban complexes in Mesopotamia, China, and the Mediterranean. It shows how and where trade-based societies and their cultures emerged and made connections in the Middle East, Africa, and Europe, and how these then connected to the emergence of imperial ventures and global commercial connections from Europe to the Americas and elsewhere on the globe.


The arc continues in Volume II and guides students through the early-modern period of burgeoning empires and the expansion of merchant-capitalism in the Atlantic world and Asia to the emergence of major industrial metropoles in Europe and East Asia. It then turns to the era of competition and conflict through the World Wars and into the global Cold War, ending with the era of intensified decolonization, globalization, and urbanization.


Alternatively, the volumes can be used to supplement a traditional survey text. The place-based approach allows for more detailed studies of the major developments and themes addressed in a survey textbook, providing a foundation for discussion and analysis of multiple topics and themes for each location. The primary source documents, called “Encounters as Told,” can be the foundation for primary sources analyses in class.


Chapters have a consistent structure, including the following components (described in the Note to the Student, above):


•Personal Prologue discusses the author’s personal connection to the place, often including the author’s own physical and cultural encounters with the locality and its people.


•The Chapter Narrative explains how and why particular places became important. Additionally, they provide a compelling and focused case study of how the local environment intersects with major historical developments.


•Global Connections in each chapter show how broader regional and global developments are tied to various places that were central to specific historical eras and movements.


•Maps show the relationship of the place to the rest of the world and the region with which it is associated as well as the important spatial features that are referred to in the body of the chapter.


•Encounters as Told: Primary Sources provide opportunities for students to consider voice, biases, and agency in history.


•Further Reading and Web Resources provide more detail on select topics as well as ways to further explore the location in the context of the latest historiographical approaches to the field.


Places is organized to be flexible and can be used in a number of ways:


1.Most obviously, successive chapters can be assigned in the rough chronological order the book reflects. Each chapter then shows how broader regional and global connections and developments are tied to various nodes, places that were central to specific historical developments. Thus, the chapters help explain how and why particular places became important. Additionally, they provide a compelling and focused case study of how the local environment intersects with major historical movements.


2.Because the chapters are based around a series of major themes, an instructor might choose to cut across chronology and follow these categories of analysis across time and space. The thematic table of contents shows the thematic connections among chapters. Instructors can select one or more themes to revisit as they move through the world history sequence to see how these themes differed from place to place and over time. For example, students can compare and contrast how people interacted with their environments as early hominids in Ethiopia and as globalized investors developing real estate in Dubai. Alternatively, chapters can be selected to supplement the instructor’s own lectures or a traditional text.


3.The regional table of contents shows which chapters touch on which global regions. A list of regional connections provides the possibility of showing students how various locations intersect and influence each other. As with many approaches to world history, we believe the links and contingencies among societies and regions are fundamental to understanding world history. Each chapter, therefore, makes explicit links to other chapters, regions, and time periods as well as to broader developments that relate to a given region.


4.Places of Encounters takes advantage of exciting new Internet-based technologies to enhance the ways students can see and engage with the chapter locations. Each chapter concludes with suggested websites. Using Google Earth, readers can see the geographical location in a global context and may use Google Earth tours to see more details about particular places.
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Margaret Handke, Minnesota State University, Mankato


Paul Hatley, Rogers State University


Andrew J. Kirkendall, Texas A & M University


Ari Daniel Levine, University of Georgia


Senya Lubisich, Citrus College
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David Meier, Dickinson State University


Chad Ross, East Carolina University
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Cape Town


At the Cross-Currents of the
Atlantic and Indian Ocean Worlds


(1500–1800)


ARAN S. MACKINNON


I FIRST BECAME FASCINATED WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF CAPE TOWN WHILE wandering the streets of the ancient port city of Melaka (Malacca), thousands of miles away in Malaysia. I was there en route to graduate school in South Africa. Meandering down a street, I came across the very rough and shabby-looking remains of an old fort. While scanning the sun-bleached bricks and stones that formed an archway, I spotted the unmistakable imprinted symbol of the Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie, or VOC, the Dutch East India Company. Around the historic Dutch quarter of the town, I could visualize the entire grand design of the trading empire the VOC carved out in the seventeenth century. In that moment I realized the great significance of South Africa’s Cape of Good Hope as the key stepping stone to the Indian Ocean world of spices, gems, timbers, teas, and other luxuries. Here lay the object of long-sought-after European commercial desires. But my passion for history remained focused on Africa, and I set off for Cape Town, where the VOC established an early foothold.


I am always struck by a profound sense of the convergence of historical and cultural forces in the Cape Town region. Like the Benguela ocean current pressing up from the Antarctic and the Agulhas current coursing down the Mozambican coast to meet it off Cape Point, these forces have heaped a myriad of people and ideas together at the southern tip of the continent. People from around the world have long sought safe haven here, yet when I first arrived in South Africa in 1985, it was a country torn apart by racial and class conflict. P. W. Botha, state president of the whites-only government, had just extended a state of emergency in the Cape to further the clampdown on African, Indian, and Coloured (referring to people of mixed ethnic descent; collectively, all these groups were referred to as black) opposition to one of the world’s most notorious racist regimes. Driving in from the airport, I could see township (the forcibly segregated areas designated for Africans) residents throwing rocks in protest at affluent whites as they passed by on their way into the whites-only city. As a white, I had the guilty privilege of staying in the beautiful suburb of Rondebosch, nestled in the shadow of Table Mountain. This was where Dutch East India company employees were first allowed to settle their own farms along the Liesbeek River. Rondebosch later served as a staging ground for the Boers (early white Dutch settlers, later known as Afrikaners) to penetrate African lands and displace the Khoe herders who had long lived in the region. A favorite weekend drive of mine, down to the Cape Point national wildlife refuge, took me past beautiful white-owned homes and vast shanty settlements where Africans struggled to eke out a living in fear of brutal police harassment. It also brought me near the infamous Pollsmoor prison where Nelson Mandela, then condemned by the white government as a terrorist but later celebrated as the country’s first black president, was incarcerated. In my mind there was clearly much to be learned of this place and its history, where people from around the world had converged and clashed in their struggles with the land and each other. What continues to captivate me most about Cape Town is the way the place and the people invite you in to explore these convergences that are cast in such sharp relief in its history.


This chapter will highlight how Cape Town and its environs provided the setting for the bridging of the Atlantic and Indian Ocean worlds. It also shows how the powerful forces of white settlement and slavery had profound effects on African societies. The ensuing displacement and subordination of Africans and Asians set the stage for the later continent-wide intrusion of European colonialism. Other key themes in the chapter include the role of women in shaping society, the importance of the environment and how humans interacted with it, the construction of racial and ethnic identities, and the emergence of a cosmopolitan, globally connected society.


CAPE TOWN AND THE WORLD:
Cultural Blending in an Abundant Environment


Perhaps the best way to appreciate the global significance of Cape Town is to see its geographic location in relation to the region and the world. Cape Town is situated in a wide, sheltered bay on the western shore of the southernmost part of Africa. (See Map 1.1.) Some thirty-five miles further south is the famed Cape of Good Hope, so called by the Portuguese king John II (1455–1495) as an expression of his maritime country’s aspirations to profit from trade in the Indian Ocean region beyond Africa. Just a mile or so to the east of that is Cape Point. Standing at the tip of Cape Point, one can look across False Bay and see the coastline of the great African continent stretching to the northeast. Although this point is not technically the southernmost tip of Africa, it is the symbolic geographic turning point for maritime travelers passing from the Atlantic world into the Indian Ocean circuit of trade. It is the same point ancient Phoenician mariners might have passed in a circumnavigation of the continent over 2,600 years ago. One cannot but be in awe of this historic geographic location.
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Map 1.1. Khoe Chiefdoms, ca. 1650


The Cape of Good Hope peninsula and environs have played host to a variety of people and societies. The local environment supported indigenous pastoral Khoe chiefdoms, which ranged over the coast and interior. The strategic location of the Cape later attracted Europeans seeking to connect to commercial opportunities in the Indian Ocean region. Thereafter, interdependence between whites and Africans gave way to conflict and the emergence of one of the world’s most unequal societies.


The terrain surrounding Cape Town is among the most impressive and ruggedly beautiful in the world, boasting magnificent mountains and seaside cliffs; the pounding surf of the wild southern oceans; the arid, scrubby interior of the Karoo Desert; and the well-watered and fertile valleys where wine making and citrus growing abound. The weather alternates between warm, dry, Mediterranean summers and wind-lashing cool rains in the winter, justifying both of the region’s nicknames: Cape of Storms and the Fairest Cape. Local lore speaks of healthful air to breathe, maintained by strong winds that blow away accumulated haze. On the top of majestic Table Mountain, which dominates Cape Town as a massive geological backdrop, a delicate ecosystem persists, with over nine thousand species of plants. It is one of the world’s most diverse vegetation zones. At the base of the mountain, the shores of Table Bay provide a safe harbor, endless beaches, forested kloofs (valleys), and the setting for one of the world’s most fascinating human stories. It was here, in Cape Town itself, where Africans gathered and held councils, passing ships left letters under a white-washed stone to be gathered by sailors for delivery as they returned to other ports of call, and a myriad of peoples, economic systems, cultures, and historical aspirations converged. It also became, for better and worse, the gateway for the intrusion of European imperialism and settlers into southern Africa.


This dynamic synthesis of nature is mirrored in the human landscape. The built city bears the unmistakable imprint of Dutch and British colonial architecture, and African styles are found everywhere, but there is also a powerful underlying Asian influence, with a blending of Malay and Islamic cultures. The cuisine also highlights the syncretism (the social blending of cultures and people) of African, Asian, and European influences. The classic Cape Malay dish, bobotie, is accented with curry powder and raisins. Everywhere I looked, the creolized fashions, people, landmarks, plants, and foods remind me that dynamic historical forces have made Cape Town one of the most fascinating cosmopolitan centers in the world.


Cape Town and the Emerging Global Trade, ca. 1500 CE


Cape Town is said to have had accidental foundations. Many of the people who, throughout time, have touched upon her shores—and even recent historians—have argued that it was intended to serve merely as a rest stop or replenishment way station for vessels making their way to the more important and highly prized trading regions of southeast Asia and China. This earned it the dubious title “Tavern of the Seas.” Such characterizations, however, mistake the forces of history that early on bound people, both European travelers and indigenous Africans, to this place. Cape Town was central to the early emergence of globalization and interconnections that made possible the rise of merchant trading empires. Between the early 1500s and the early 1800s, all the major forces of the early modern world came together in the Cape. Europeans embarking on long-distance voyages for trade and exploration connected southern Africa to seafaring global trade networks for established and new exotic goods, emergent networks of finance and investment, new techniques for farming, and powerful technologies for war. Europeans in the Cape also negotiated ideas about how Africans were seen and understood both in Africa and around the world as the “other”—that is, as people set apart by these European observers as different culturally or ethnically. And together, Europeans and Africans forged new, if decidedly unequal, societies that were in turn connected to the Atlantic and Indian Ocean circuits and to the world beyond.


Beginning in the early 1400s, northwestern Europeans were on the move, transforming their productive capacities, using new technologies (especially military and maritime) to expand overseas, and developing the new economic system of merchant capitalism. Merchant capitalism entailed accumulating and reinvesting profits from global trading in further overseas ventures. The Portuguese were the first to use this system to build an empire in South America and parts of Africa; later the Dutch and English outpaced Portugal’s commercial activity. These enterprises necessitated taking land and rendering indigenous peoples into compliant workers on this land, which they had formerly claimed as their own. Where this could not be done, as in both America and South Africa, local societies were pushed aside and new labor was introduced, most often in the form of slavery.


As a precursor to the era of industrial capitalism (c. 1800), the Dutch, like the English in North America, forged the most advanced system of merchant capitalism in the form of their East India Company. They ventured into the Atlantic world, seeking to reconnect to the spices and luxury products of China, Indonesia, and India. With the rise and expansion of Islam and the threat of infectious disease from Asia, maintaining regular trade traffic to the east from Europe was a challenge. Powerful Islamic states demanded higher tariffs and posed greater competition, so the Dutch sought alternative routes to Asia.


The People and the Environment: Local and Regional Connections


Of course, human history in the Cape did not begin with the arrival of the Portuguese or the later Dutch. KhoeKhoe or just Khoe (“men of men” or the “real people”) and San (or Soaqua) people had been well established in the region long before the whites. They and other African states and societies in the interior had engaged in long-distance trade for many centuries across the southern part of the continent and with the Indian Ocean trade network. By about 1000 CE, Africans had established the towns of Toutswemogala and Mapugngubwe along the Limpopo River. Their legacy of glass beads, cowry shells, sophisticated ironwork, and fabulous gold statues are testament to their impressive advances. These efforts helped connect foragers and pastoralists in the south with farmers who planted crops and kept cattle in the north and along the coast, eventually leading to a vibrant regional trading network centered on the goldsmiths and ivory hunters of Great Zimbabwe and linked to the Indian Ocean.


San and Khoe people formed the earliest communities, making the Cape region their home. They shared a common heritage from what were probably the first modern humans in the world, and as they settled across southern Africa they adapted to the demands of an often unforgiving environment. They also shared interrelated strategies in the building of communities. San hunting and foraging communities lived in the interior, were decentralized, and were small in number. There were likely only about twenty thousand San when the first whites arrived in the Cape. San hunting strategies often included the practice of robbing stock from nearby herding communities—a practice that led to vilification and retributions from later European farmers. San relations with the Khoe were open and fluid, with a range of social and economic links that blurred the lines between them. Indeed, many Khoe who moved into the arid interior or lost stock due to wars or disease adopted a San lifestyle, making the two groups indistinguishable and creating a dynamic social formation sometimes referred to as KhoeSan.


The Khoe were herders of sheep and cattle. They emerged from earlier groups of Tshu-Khwe-speaking people who probably dispersed from an area of modern Botswana about fifteen hundred years ago. The Khoe had already started to acquire livestock—fat-tailed sheep and the “Africander” long-horned cattle—when they arrived in the Cape. Their chiefdoms were larger than San clans, comprising up to two thousand members, and the overall Khoe population grew to possibly over one hundred thousand by the mid-seventeenth century. Overall, the Khoe’s herding and trading lifestyle made them more inclined to engage in trade and work relations with whites than the San hunter-gatherers, who could retreat to the Cape interior, and so the Khoe were the first in this region to face the impact of white settlement.


The KhoeSan were probably, and understandably, suspicious about the intrusion of white colonizers onto their lands. What began as simple forays by the Europeans to find meat and water developed into permanent white settlement and the displacement of indigenous peoples. As this pattern emerged, settlers began to develop ways of thinking that justified their desire to gain wealth and power, including ideas about ownership and cultivation of the land. They were convinced that their more intensive use of the soil was superior to indigenous practices, which to them seemed less productive. Many European perceptions of Africans demonstrated biased misunderstandings and a disdain for the indigenous societies. Early European maps of the Cape and interior showed vast expanses of vacant land—presumably open for white settlement—and only a sprinkling of indigenous peoples. Paintings of the KhoeSan portrayed them in misshapen or even bestial forms. Early Europeans also devalued KhoeSan culture, showing little appreciation for San rock paintings of their engagement with nature and spirituality. Europeans did not even acknowledge that the Khoe had an intelligible language, let alone make an effort to learn it. They referred to the Khoe as “hottentots” because their speech sounded like turkeys clucking, and they called the San “bushmen” because they lived in an “uncivilized and dangerous” wilderness. As the pace of imperial expansion intensified, Europeans established similar views and derogatory terms for indigenous people across the globe, including for Indians in the Americas and Asians in the Far East.


Portuguese Forays and KhoeSan Responses


The Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive in the Cape. This small Iberian nation set the pace for exploration and early trade missions around the coast of Africa. Beginning in the 1420s, Prince Henry, known as “the Navigator,” sought to connect with the mythical Christian king Prester John and the riches of Asia by marshaling a wealth of seafaring and cartographic knowledge about Africa and beyond. He coordinated and spurred a growing fleet to push south, past the fabled “end of the earth” at Cape Bojador on the West African coast, beyond which few if any Europeans had previously ventured. This set the stage for a vast Portuguese trading empire. By the 1460s, Portuguese ships were trading along the West African coast and laying the ominous foundations for the slave trade. The Portuguese cultivated a sense of cultural and technological superiority. By the later 1480s, they arrived in the Cape of Good Hope convinced both of the righteousness of their mission to spread Christianity and commerce in the Indian Ocean region and of their entitlement to the supplies and resources they needed.


The arrival of Portuguese mariners in the Cape illuminates the deeply ambiguous economic and cultural encounters between Europeans and Africans. While Europeans lionized as heroes Bartolomew Dias, the first-known European to round the Cape of Good Hope in 1488, and Vasco da Gama, who passed the point en route to India in 1497, indigenous people had a different perspective, seeing the Portuguese as ill-mannered savages, not “civilizers.” Early Portuguese forays onto Khoe lands were often unfortunate engagements in which misunderstandings and prejudices led to tension and violence. Coastal Khoe often scattered at the sight of the Portuguese or were suspicious of their motives and disdainful of their manners. The Portuguese, no doubt anxious to obtain water and supplies, may have feared the Khoe, possibly in part because they knew the precious resources they sought were vital to the local pastoralists. When Bartholomew Dias’s party came ashore for water in 1488, some Khoe threw stones at them, presumably to defend their watering hole. The Portuguese retaliated with a crossbow and killed one of the Khoe before retreating to their ship with filled water casks.


Engagement in sporadic skirmishes escalated as the increasingly determined Portuguese sought to enforce their own terms of trade. Moreover, they sought to inscribe their own values and culture on the land and people, erecting various padrão (Christian crosses) along the coast. Over the course of the next one hundred years, relations deteriorated as more Portuguese ships landed in the Cape and their passengers demanded ever greater numbers of cattle for meat. In 1510, when the high-ranking viceroy of Portuguese India, Francesco de Almeida, put in at Table Bay to replenish supplies, he sent his crew out to trade for meat. After an initially friendly exchange of goods, Almeida’s shore party seized a Khoe hostage in order to induce his people to bring more cattle for trade. The outraged Khoe attacked, precipitating an aggressive Portuguese counterattack. The Khoe drove the Portuguese back to their ship and killed a number of them, including the viceroy. Thereafter, Portuguese and other merchant expeditions, fearing the Khoe, avoided the Cape and turned their attentions elsewhere in Africa, to Angola and Mozambique, leading to the expansion of their slaving empire. Then, in the 1650s, the Dutch opened a trading fort at Table Bay, establishing a new European presence in the Cape.


The VOC: Global Merchant Capital and the Cape


The Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie (Dutch East India Company), or VOC, initially thought of the Cape only as a means to support its vast trading empire centered in Batavia, Indonesia, by providing a conveniently located way station for ships. The company chose Table Bay for its safe anchorage and especially for its potential sources of timber and water. It was, however, the production of meat, fruit, and cereals for the ships that were the key factor in transforming the resupply station into a costly colony. As VOC shipping grew in volume and the demands of its merchant base in Batavia expanded, the company called upon the station in Cape Town to provide ever-increasing amounts of timber, fresh meat, and vegetables. The small contingent of company employees at the fort could not meet the demand, and so they turned, as European colonizers around the world did, to making these demands of local people.


The VOC station never turned a profit in over 140 years of operation despite the imperatives of the Heeren XVII, the company board of directors. It did not need to. The rest of the company’s holdings and enterprises from Sri Lanka to Indonesia, along with its privileged access to the shogun’s Japanese markets, rendered a handsome profit. The strategic geographic location of Cape Town as a replenishment point, however, ensured that the Dutch kept a tight grasp on the Cape. Unlike their counterparts in the English East India Company (EIC) elsewhere, however, the VOC did not initially plan to establish a plantation economy in the Cape.


To provide for its passing ships, the VOC directed employees to establish a garden for fruits and vegetables and to engage in trade with the local Khoe herders. The establishment of a fort (later transformed into a full military castle) and the Company Gardens in the 1650s, however, was not just the implantation of what became a long-term European presence. This was also the beginning of a concerted effort to manipulate the environment and manage the people living in it. (See Map 1.2.) Like the wider project of European colonizers to consciously appropriate and order their empires, the Dutch sought to render the Cape Eden-like. The garden was planted with species from around the world and displayed a living catalogue of the considerable global botanical knowledge of the VOC for both commercial and medical purposes.


As part of this effort, Jan van Riebeeck, the first VOC commander in Cape Town, over-saw the planting of what became perhaps one of the most important export crops: grapes for wine making. The company imported vines from Germany, France, and Spain and experimented with a wide range of varietals. By the end of the century, company officials in Batavia raved about imported Cape wines. African and Malay slaves then expanded various company officials’ wine estates and built what would become a world-class export industry that still exists today. Thus, in many ways, the expansion of the Dutch colonial empire was driven by both a mercantile imperative and a desire to learn about and manage landscapes and plants to be useful and profitable to a global market. The Cape’s gardens acted as a sort of nursery for acclimatizing tropical plants for use elsewhere, further contributing to the fermentation of ideas and practices shaping the wider world of European expansion.
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Map 1.2. Cape Town, ca. 1700


Table Bay provided an ideal sheltered harbor and way station for commercial maritime traffic between the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. By the mid-seventeenth century, the Dutch East India Company had established a formal presence with a fort and settlement at Cape Town. The Dutch then implanted themselves and their political economy in the Cape through expanding white settlement and the development of slavery, at the same time displacing and subordinating the indigenous Khoe.



VOC Relations with the KhoeSan


Beginning in the mid-seventeenth century, Africans and Europeans shaped Cape society through an interdependent relationship. It is important to note that, as with many areas of the world where European imperial expansion occurred, indigenous people made the essential developments of this globalizing economy possible. The Dutch, like many European trading states, had to forge new relations with indigenous people in order to extend trade and gain access to local resources. Initially, the Dutch established friendly trade relations with the Khoe, bartering copper, tobacco, and iron for cattle and sheep. Indeed, the VOC issued a strict policy that company employees must not harass or enslave the indigenous people so as to avoid potentially costly conflicts. There were, however, instances of mutual distrust, and the Dutch complained that shrewd Khoe herders refused to part with their best livestock, hiding them behind hills until a desired price was met or training their cattle to flee back to their former owners after being traded. The Dutch viewed the San with even greater contempt, condemning as theft their tradition of taking availalbe lifestock.


As with European merchant companies in Asia, the VOC relied on the San and Khoe to act as compradores (cultural and economic intermediaries) to facilitate their commercial enterprise and develop wider political relations among the chiefdoms in the region. Some Khoe leaders embraced this opportunity to bolster their status and to gain access to prized, if unessential, European manufactured goods. A Khoe named Dorha (called “Klass” by the VOC) of the Chainouqua chiefdom, for example, gained official status as a “captain” of the VOC by helping the company establish a lucrative cattle trade with other friendly clans. Dorha and 250 followers then allied with the Dutch in a war against a rival Khoe group, the Cochoqua, and Dorha was duly rewarded with looted cattle and sheep. As often occurred, however, the alliance turned sour when Dorha was attacked and arrested by VOC governor Simon van der Stel in 1693, in part because of Dutch concerns about Dorha’s rising influence and wealth and in part because of the jealous accusations of other Khoe trading clans. Although Dorha was later released on company orders, he lost his wife, his status, and his livestock as a result of his arrest, and in 1701 he was killed by a rival Khoe chief. Other Khoe such as Doman and a young woman named Krotoa not only learned to speak Dutch and English but later developed a keen understanding of whites and their motives. This knowledge allowed them to capitalize on trade and enhanced their ability to lead resistance when the tide of cooperation turned to conflict.


Krotoa, called “Eva” by the Dutch, had important connections to various Khoe herding groups and was about ten years old when she was placed with VOC governor Jan van Riebeeck’s family as a domestic servant and protégé. Her sister was the wife of Oedasoa, the chief of the important Cochoqua chiefdom. This royal connection enhanced Krotoa’s prestige and usefulness to the Dutch because it afforded her special access to the Khoe leaders. She was formally educated and quickly learned to speak both Dutch and Portuguese. She also acquired a taste for European clothing and Dutch cuisine. Unlike most Khoe girls in her position, Krotoa was encouraged in the Christian religion and was eventually baptized. As Krotoa grew older she was torn between her life within VOC society and her links with the Khoe. The Dutch did not fully trust her, but nor was she completely accepted by the Khoe, who remained suspicious of white motives. After van Riebeeck left the Cape, Krotoa’s fortunes improved for a time when she married Danish soldier and physician Pieter van Meerhoff in 1664. The stresses in her dual life, however, provoked her to abuse widely available European liquor. In her final years, the Dutch described her as an alcoholic, an adulteress, and a prostitute. At various times, Krotoa was arrested and imprisoned on Robben Island, where she died in July 1674 and was given a Christian burial.


White Settlers and Their Demands: Slavery


Cape Town is also the place where Europeans unleashed the two forces that would have the greatest impact on Africa: white settlement and slavery. In order to satisfy the increasing demand for supplies, both for the ships that called at Table Bay and the growing population of Cape Town, the first commander of the VOC operation, Jan van Riebeeck, instituted a policy that had profound effects. Despite the initial desire not to colonize the land, van Riebeeck allowed a few company employees (known as “free burghers” after they were released from company service and could acquire their own property) to settle and farm outside the confines of the fort. These “settlers” quickly set about transforming the land by staking out vast farms, building homes and towns, and obtaining the labor they needed to undertake intensive agriculture. At the same time, they still relied heavily on the Khoe for trade and the VOC for weapons, tools, and protection.


As the free burghers moved into the interior of the Cape, their demands grew and trade with the Khoe deteriorated from a voluntary commercial exchange to a barely compensated form of tribute. The free burghers’ introduction of larger numbers of sheep and cattle—some obtained from the Khoe, but most imported from Europe—together with growing demands for lumber had a significant impact on the environment. Company officials tried to limit the environmental impact of indiscriminant timber cutting, but to no avail. The VOC’s imprint on the land intensified when the wooden fort was transformed into the massive Castle of Good Hope beginning in 1666. In short order, Khoe grazing lands, San hunting grounds, water sources, and trade routes were brought under settler control and VOC authority with the establishment of European-style political districts in Stellenbosch (1685), Swellendam (1745), and Graaf-Reinet (1785). Even the imposition of these European names added a cultural and temporal dimension to Dutch control of the landscape. The Khoe sought to muster a spirited resistance. Leaders such as Doman marshaled alliances among chiefdoms, especially those disgruntled by the increasingly poor terms of trade, and led attacks on white farms. Doman had learned much about European weapons and led attacks on rainy days when the gunpowder in Dutch muskets got wet and often failed to fire. Quickly, however, settlers with guns and horses came to dominate the land well beyond the area of the fort and official colony.


More fateful for the course of Cape history was the VOC decision in 1658 to import slaves. As with other slave-based societies, notably in the Americas, this had significant and ominous implications for Cape and later South African society. Early VOC officials had debated the possibility of creating a white labor force, but European workers were considered too expensive and not malleable enough. Instead, enslaved people were brought from Asia and other parts of Africa. In the early years of Dutch settlement, Khoe women married white men and were accepted into VOC society. Perceived physical or racial characteristics did not determine social status. The use of enslaved Africans, however, began to change perceptions of race and class. Although it remained illegal to enslave the Khoe, the VOC enforced this policy largely only to encourage the Khoe to carry on essential trade and to avoid potential hostilities.


In 1658 the VOC imported its first shipment of enslaved people from Angola and West Africa. For the next 150 years, more were brought in from Madagascar, Mozambique, and VOC holdings in the Far East. They included a multiracial blend of mostly African, Indonesian, Malay, and some Indian and Chinese people who contributed to the vibrant religious and ethnic diversity of the Cape. Enslaved people with different African beliefs coexisted alongside those very few who were converted to Christianity and the substantial number of Muslim slaves with wider social and religious networks. Significantly, these Muslims introduced Islam, a global faith which continued to influence South African society thereafter.


Slave labor in South Africa never approached the numbers exploited in the Americas—there were fewer than twenty thousand slaves by the 1770s and only about sixty thousand near the end of the slave period in the 1810s. In contrast, some three million slaves were exported to the Portuguese colony of Brazil, and the British slave trade resulted in close to seven hundred thousand slaves in the United States alone by the time of American independence. Slavery in South Africa was nevertheless a pernicious system. Enslaved people were often torn from their families, held in bondage, and used predominantly for arduous physical work. Through an established code of paternalism and the law, masters could beat and punish their slaves. If a slave failed to obey a master’s orders or tried to escape, which was a real threat to the order of slave society, the slave could be branded or suffer the brutal amputation of a leg, ear, or nose.


Although slavery in South Africa was a minor affair when compared with the vast plantation systems of the Americas, it was a rigidly closed and controlled part of society. Initially the VOC managed most of the slaves in Cape Town in the company-owned slave lodge, and thus the same sorts of cultural blending and social interaction among slaves and free people did not occur in the Cape as they did in Brazil, where a more creolized society emerged. This separation had an enormous impact on South African society. In addition to the inhumanities of slavery, the company-sponsored immigration of significant numbers of European women in the late eighteenth century further contributed to the cultural chauvinism and hardening of racial attitudes in Cape Town. The newly arrived white women sought to establish their elite status by accentuating perceived race differences as part of the social hierarchy. They managed, increasingly, to assert that lighter skin, European-style clothing, and the Dutch language were signifiers of worth and status. In response to growing settler demand, the VOC officially excluded children of mixed marriages from full legal rights and, by 1765, official social and cultural distinctions were added to the informal classification of race and class groups. Similar to European sumptuary laws, which stipulated what sort of clothing certain classes in society could wear, the VOC prohibited even free black women from wearing lace and hoopskirts, which became the privileged domain of white women. Coloured (people of “mixed-race” born to white and Khoe or Bantu-speaking African parents) domestic servants were further denigrated and openly referred to as skepsels, or “living tools.” Moreover, the patterns of labor coercion and control established by whites over black people through slavery and informal contracts with the Khoe in the early Cape persisted.


Settler Expansion


As with other places of European colonial settlement, Dutch, German, and later British settlers presented an overwhelming force of change in the Cape. Europeans, falsely claiming that the land was unused by its original inhabitants, felt justified in taking African lands to establish “legal” ownership. These were foreign concepts to most African societies across the continent, where land was held in common trust for all people in the society. Europeans viewed themselves as a superior civilization, not initially because of race but because of their culture. Over time, this air of cultural superiority was overlaid with a growing race consciousness reinforced by the association of servile labor and slavery with African and Asian people. Even more unfortunately for the Khoe and San, settlers combined these values with the powerful new technology of guns. These enabled them to shock and overwhelm many of the Khoe and to vent their anger at San theft of their livestock through the “sport” of exterminating these people as “vermin.”


Settlers brought other things from the outside world that further eroded weakened Khoe chiefdoms. In 1713 a Dutch ship arrived in Cape Town with a very sick crew. They sent their soiled linens and clothes to the VOC slave lodge to be cleaned, which spread the deadly smallpox virus. Within months, the disease had spread like wildfire, sparking a widespread epidemic in the Cape peninsula. After it had burned itself out among the Dutch and slaves in the port city, it devastated the Khoe. As they fled the city, many Khoe carried the disease with them into communities that had no previous exposure to this new virus, and members of these communities succumbed at a frightening rate. While up to 20 percent of Europeans, slaves, and Asians in the city died from the epidemic, perhaps twice that percentage of Khoe died in the interior. In this way, as with other port cities such as Istanbul, Turkey; Venice, Italy; and Malacca, Malaysia, Cape Town was exposed to a global range of infections that were easily communicated to vulnerable peoples in the interior. Smallpox visited death and its disfiguring pustules at least twice more on Africans during the colonial era. Combined with a severe drought and the fragmentation of the Cape Khoe chiefdoms, the epidemic contributed to the complete dissolution of any cohesive Khoe society near Cape Town. The remaining families were either absorbed as menial laborers into the city or fled into the interior, where they often combined with San groups to form KhoeSan societies. There they hoped in vain to avoid the further expansion of white settlers.


In many regards Cape Town was the launching point for the sorts of settler penetration into the interior that was a familiar and unwelcome pattern elsewhere in Africa. The expansive force of armed settlers and their allies soon transformed the relatively fluid and interdependent relations among whites and Africans into sustained violent confrontation. Through the rest of the eighteenth century, settlers thrust into the interior, pushing aside or brutalizing Africans in their bid to wrest the land from them. Bolstered by a growing sense of self-reliance and regular supplies of weapons, settlers organized “commandos,” or raiding parties, to force the KhoeSan off the land and to capture people who could be forced into indentured labor. The KhoeSan resisted as fiercely as they could, employing effective guerilla tactics and using what guns they had acquired. Many of the KhoeSan resisters were former servants and laborers from the colony and had learned well European battle strategies. In the end, however, the spirited KhoeSan could not fend off the overwhelming power of modern weapons and the subsequent takeover of their lands. By 1795, after over one hundred years of resistance and following a series of wars in which many Khoe who had settled in the colony fought alongside whites, the Cape interior fell to settler domination. After the British took the Cape in 1806 as a prize from the Napoleonic Wars, more disaffected settlers penetrated the interior to find fortune and escape the new colonial government, setting the stage for further tensions and ultimately the white domination of Africans under Apartheid.


GLOBAL ENCOUNTERS AND CONNECTIONS:
Cape Town as a Vital Point of Convergence


By this time, the pace of world history was changing, driven by new, more competitive imperial nations. Soon to be first among these was Britain, which developed a highly sophisticated imperial enterprise and a government bureaucracy that brought together the wealth of industry with the might of the world’s most powerful navy. When Britain replaced the VOC in the Cape, they were reluctant to get too entangled in costly local tensions, but they recognized the need to manage the expansive forces of colonialism. For example, they developed a vast government bureaucracy to directly administer policies and to moderate the excesses of settler demands for land and labor. They also sought to harness elements of Christian missionary efforts to “civilize” Africans, and this connected Cape Town to the emerging evangelicalism of the Atlantic world. It was, however, the profound transformations of the industrial revolution the British brought to the region that marked the greatest departure from the era of VOC merchant capitalism. Global forces of change, including the connections that brought settlers, new labor relations, new economic systems, new diseases, and new ideas, demanded new, more cohesive, and more direct forms of administration, such as those that would sustain British interests in China and Malaysia. Cape Town played an equally important part in these developments precisely because it had been so well connected to global patterns of change that emanated from encounters among cultures; encounters among Europeans and Africans competing for trade, land, and labor; and encounters that transformed the environment.


In the end, it was its geographic location that made Cape Town both possible and indispensable for the particular way that new global connections were made among Europeans, Africans, and Asians. Cape Town thus represents a key focal point for the convergence of the major forces of change during the early modern period until the end of the age of merchant capitalism and beyond. The burgeoning economies of northwest Europe found the Cape to be the ideal strategic place—a keystone in the arch they would build between the Atlantic and Indian Ocean worlds. It was the place where the trade with Africa connected to both these worlds. It was the place where European ideas about science, botany, land use, property rights, and racial hierarchies were tested and used to forge a highly stratified and yet remarkably cosmopolitan society. Plants and animals from around the world found a place in the gardens and farms of the Cape, just as people from Europe, Asia, and Africa mingled and formed new families and communities in the city of Cape Town. Grapes brought from the “Old World” and cultivated in the Cape were fermented and bottled as wine to sustain the mariners who frequented the port of Cape Town.


New globalizing forces also converged in the Cape. The “crowd diseases” that had emerged from Asia and overwhelmed Europe arrived by ship to play out their devastating effects. Global diseases such as smallpox and tuberculosis brought epidemics that further eroded African societies. Sailors from around the world brought to and contracted in Cape Town various communicable diseases, such as syphilis. Slavery played its abhorrent role in bringing enslaved people to the Cape from Asia and elsewhere in Africa, and the Cape hosted ships moving slaves and slave-produced goods such as spices and sugar around the world. Ironically, Cape Town was later visited by African Americans—many descendants of slaves taken from Africa previously—working as sailors, whalers, and entertainers who travelled the Atlantic world in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Cape Town was also the place where European technology, especially in the form of guns, played a decisive role in enforcing severe inequality among people throughout southern Africa. Yet, however unequal the relations among people were, society in Cape Town was a product of the many contributions of its global, cosmopolitan community. Whether these foundations were accidental or not, clearly Cape Town played a significant role in connecting the world as a place of encounter.


ENCOUNTERS AS TOLD: PRIMARY SOURCES


The following excerpts illustrate the complex connections between Cape Town’s original inhabitants, the KhoeSan, and Dutch settlers. They reveal both opportunities and tensions surrounding the relations between the two cultures and two different economies. As you read them, consider to what extent the two societies cooperated and clashed and what factors led to changing relationships.


 




Dutch Trade with the Khoe, from the Journal of Jan van Riebeeck


Jan van Riebeeck distinguished himself as a VOC administrator and company surgeon in Batavia before arriving in the Cape to serve as the first VOC governor from 1652 to 1662. Viewed as a founding father of the country by many Afrikaners of Dutch descent, he initiated the developments that led to the building of a fort, the release of company employees to become settlers in the interior, and the deterioration of trade relations with the Khoe. His wife, Maria, first employed the Khoe servant girl Krotoa and took her into the van Riebeeck family to be educated and converted to Christianity. While governor of the Cape, van Riebeeck kept a detailed journal that is one of the earliest records of VOC life in the region, and one of the only sources that chronicles the voice, as understood through European ears, of Khoe people such as Krotoa and her colleagues.


•What does the following excerpt reveal about who initially controlled the terms of trade?


•What were the implications of the way trade worked for the unfolding relations between the Dutch and the Khoe?


22 MAY 1656


It is in any case impossible to obtain animals from the Kaapmans [a local Khoe chiefdom], because though they are rich in cattle, and are offered every inducement to sell, they only act as brokers between ourselves and other natives. Thus they manage to obtain copper and tobacco, etc. to satisfy them, to the considerable discouragement and detriment of the trade. In this Harry, just as if he were their overlord, plays his part, gradually enriching himself and making himself the chief Captain, as is evident from the number of his cattle, with which he is still encamped . . . under the protection of the Company.


Source: H. B. Thom, ed., Journal of Jan van Riebeeck, Vol. III, 1656–1658 (Cape Town, Amsterdam: A. A. Balkema, 1954), 89.





 


 




On Political and Trade Relations, from the Journal of Jan van Riebeeck


Krotoa, called “Eva” by the van Riebeecks, played an important role in relations among the Khoe chiefdoms and Dutch as an interpreter and intermediary. She was originally brought into the VOC fort as a slave girl, but she soon came to the attention of the governor’s family, and they took her in, taught her Dutch, and relied on her to translate and to explain Khoe history and politics. She was instrumental in helping the Khoe and the Dutch communicate and in navigating many complex political and trade relations. Krotoa was a remarkable woman—one of the very few indigenous women noted in primary sources and in history for having achieved so much in a world so dominated by white men. In the following excerpts we get a sense of the kinds of challenging negotiations she was involved in, the roles that she played, and how the VOC relied on her so much. We also get a sense of Krotoa’s ambiguous position, as she was caught at times between loyalties to the VOC, her own chiefdom and people, and the KhoeSan in general.


•Take note of the role of Doman, who had travelled to the VOC headquarters in Batavia. What did he learn there?


•How did it affect his relations with the Dutch?


22 JUNE 1658


[After unsuccessful efforts to find the escaped slaves and the apparent lack of interest in the effort on the part of the local Khoe, The governor ordered that some Khoe be taken hostage to induce their compatriots to aid in the recapture] . . . they said that they would go at once and search energetically for the slaves. They did not want to acknowledge that they knew where the slaves were. But Doman, who had been to Batavia (VOC headquarters in Indonesia), was so angry that he could not restrain anger and said in the presence of all the Hottentots that the interpreter Eva had advised us to do this, and that he wished to destroy her at once. She immediately denied the charge and, though the charge was true, we confirmed the denial. We assured them that she had nothing to do with it. . . . Doman, however, would not cease accusing Eva, and he has proved in everything . . . that he is not to be trusted and that we should be on guard against him. We sincerely wish that he had never been to Batavia, or that he may be induced to go back by fair words; there he has learnt how to use firearms effectively, and we are now obliged to exercise great care to keep them out of his hands.


Source: H. B. Thom, ed., Journal of Jan Van Riebeeck, Vol. II, 1656-1658, (Cape Town, Amsterdam: A. A. Balkema, 1954), 289.





 


 




A Khoe Woman’s Work as a Liaison, from the Journal of Jan van Riebeeck


Later, Eva explains more of her plight and experiences.


•What had she learned about Dutch culture and society?


•Do you think van Riebeeck is being honest about what they expected of Eva?


•Do you think she understood all the implications of what the VOC was doing in Cape Town?


•Who is van Riebeeck’s audience?


•Is his journal, intended for the VOC, completely fair, or does it suggest he and Eva are perhaps saying things they want others to hear?


29 OCTOBER 1658


She [Eva] stated that when she left the fort the Kaapmans had robbed her of everything on the way, and that her mother, living with the Kaapmans, had not taken steps to have it restored. Therefore, Eve went to her sister living among the Cochoquas [a neighboring Khoe chiefdom]. She [the sister] is one of the wives of Oedasoa, one of the two greatest captains [chief], and had not seen Eva since she was a baby. Eva, who was received with great joy, told Oedasoa all about our nation and in particular explained to him our desire to live with them on friendly terms, and also that she had been educated by the Commander’s wife in her house and learnt our language and also partly our religion, etc. Oedasoa was likewise well-disposed towards us and to prove this had now sent some of his men to bring sheep [Khoe Sheep as opposed to the variety that Europeans brought in] and cattle to us. He desired to enter into an alliance with us, but was prevented by the Kaapmans and the Gorachouquas [a third competing Khoe chiefdom], being afraid that we would help the latter. For that reason Oedasos did not dare visit the Commander, in spite of all of Eva’s efforts to persuade him and the examples adduced by her of the forbearance displayed by is in the face of the serious wantonness and annoyance which we had to endure from time to time from the Kaapmans. On being asked whether it would not be advisable to send Commissioners [sic] with presents to Oedasoa, she agreed that it would, . . . and added that cinnamon . . . and also cloves, nutmegs, mace and pepper [all spices brought to the Cape by VOC and traded for in Batavia and India]. . . . She was told that the interpreter Doman was daily warning us against the Cochoquas, and that he stated they were very hostile towards us, and that he had requested 20 soldiers from us to make war on the Cochoquas and seize their cattle. . . . She replied: “Doman lies. He is a worthless fellow and speaks with a double tongue. He tries to incite the Dutch against the Cochoquas and the Cochoquas against the Dutch.” . . . She added she would have returned sooner [from her visit to her sister] but she had been very ill, as also her sister. Oedasoa’s wife, whom she had taught to pray to our Blessed Lord, to which (as she said and indicated by action) all the natives listened with tears in their eyes instead of laughing like Doman. . . . The Cochoquas, however, told her to learn everything carefully from us [the Dutch] so that she could teach them because, she said, she had prayed night and day, when she was not sleepy or asleep, until her sister had recovered. She thereupon instructed her sister how God was to be thanked for her recovery. This was very pleasing to the natives, who were desirous of further instruction.


Source: H. B. Thom, ed., Journal of Jan van Riebeeck, Vol. II, 1656–1658 (Cape Town, Amsterdam: A. A. Balkema, 1954), 362–363.
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