





[image: image]












		

			ABout the Author


			[image: ]


			James Clavell (1921–1994) was a novelist, screenwriter, director, and World War II veteran and prisoner of war. He is best known for his epic Asian Saga novels, which launched with the 1962 bestseller King Rat, and their televised adaptations. He also wrote screenplays for such films as The Great Escape and The Fly, and was a writer, director, and producer on To Sir, with Love. His books Shōgun, Noble House, Tai-Pan, and Whirlwind were #1 New York Times bestsellers.
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			Praise for


			The Children’s Story


			“One of the most chilling books I’ve ever read. Set in a classroom, it shows how susceptible young minds are, how vulnerable, how easy to control.”


			—The Guardian (London)


			“Before reading the story it may seem implausible that it could be so easy to strip away these most fundamental symbols of American cultural in less than an hour; Clavell, however, presents a terrifyingly convincing demonstration of just how easy it could be.”


			—Tertulia Moderna


			“An important [book] that deserves to be rediscovered by a new generation.”


			—Knowledge House
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			That fall she was almost six and she came home from first school—almost first day—and said in a proud rush: “Daddy, Daddy, listen: I plege’illegience to the flag . . .”


			Her tiny hand was over her heart and when she had finished the blur of words she peered up at me. “There,” she said breathlessly and held out her hand. 


			“There what, my darling?”


			“You owe me a dime!”


			“Oh? What for?”


			“The plege’illegience. Didn’t I say it right? Oh, I’m sure I did. Didn’t I?”


			“Oh. Oh yes, yes, I think you did.” At that time I was not a citizen. “But why a dime?”


			“The teacher said everyone has to learn it and say it and then your dad or mum gives you a dime. That’s what the teacher said.” 


			I paid her.


			“Thank you,” she said, very satisfied. “How about another dime if I say it again?”


			“One dime at a time. By the way, what’s pledge mean?”


			“Huh?”


			“Pledge? Allegiance?”


			She was perplexed. “Plege’illegience is plege’illegience!”


			“Didn’t your teacher explain what you were learning? Any of those long words?”


			Her frown deepened. “We’re to learn it and say it and then we get a dime. That’s what our teacher said.” Then she added happily, “I know I said it right. I was better than Johnny . . .”
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