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For Thomas and Nicholas
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It was a warm spring day at MONSTER HOSPITAL and with no monsters in their Emergency Department the doctors went outside to play.
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Carolyn untangled her skipping rope, Sylvie put on her flippers to swim laps in the moat,
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Tom lolled in the grass to read a book, and Dylan practised headers.
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When looking up they saw …
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The helicopter landed on a mound of moss and an ugly little leprechaun tumbled out.
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‘It is,’ said Carolyn.
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‘My Alfonse needs a doctor!’ he said. ‘Where are the doctors?’

‘We are the doctors,’ said Sylvie.

‘You can’t be doctors. You’re just … kids!’
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Carolyn, Sylvie, Tom and Dylan frowned.

Kids, yes. But by now they were also experienced doctors who understood monsters and their medical problems – or most of them anyway.
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