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Teacher’s introduction



This textbook is a little different from previous RMPS textbooks. The ‘information’ about each of the topics is so widely available these days, especially online, that it makes little sense to include pages of information here. What teachers need are stimuli to engage learners and encourage active responses to learning, preparing learners not just to learn and retain stuff (though that’s not without value), but to actively engage with material so that they can apply the skills of learning in completely new contexts. Learners need to learn to become their own teachers – with guidance at first, of course.


They need to be empowered to take on their own learning, and be able to cope with the amount of information that is available to them nowadays. It’s probably fair to say that they have technology in their pockets that could teach them more than you or we ever could in a lifetime. But they have to be able to handle this information intelligently, separating fact from fiction, opinion from truth, objectivity from propaganda, and so on.


This textbook aims to assist learners in actively engaging with religious and philosophical questions in line with the requirements of the SQA courses at National 4 and 5. The active learning and engagement processes used in this book are, it is to be hoped, automatically differentiated, as well as being stimulating and challenging. They are designed not only to help learners understand the course material and so to succeed in the exam, but also to spark a lifelong interest in the topics under examination, which will grow and develop throughout life.


The materials rely heavily on the skills identified in Curriculum for Excellence and the updated National Qualifications, and the authors hope this textbook will stimulate all levels of thinking from the lowest to the highest order. The skills include describing, explaining, analysing, evaluating, researching, creating and expressing and justifying personal views.


For those learners preparing to tackle the National 5 examination, there are updated Assessment activities in the form of exam-style questions at the end of each section. After each question there is an indication of the number of marks available, and whether the question focuses on Knowledge and Understanding (KU) or Skills.


The authors would not presume to instruct teachers how to teach, but we should recognise that the new National Qualifications in RMPS presuppose new and innovative approaches to learning and teaching that are more active and engaging, while of the highest quality. Joe Walker has become a recent convert to collaborative learning approaches, and after almost 30 years of teaching this is proof that an old dog can learn new tricks! Actively involving learners in their own learning has so many benefits for teachers and learners, it’s hard to list them all; what’s more the research is quite unambiguous in the conclusion that active learning far surpasses the passive stuff of years gone by. Your classroom will be noisier, but it will also be more productive.


We would, however, like to propose some suggestions that will maximise the effective use of this textbook:





•  Teacher talk in lessons should be carefully analysed so that the balance between learning and teaching is clear and varied.



•  Class seating arrangements should be varied and allow for different learning and teaching styles. This could be negotiated with learners, but should be organised so as to maximise creative discussion and activity.



•  Lessons should include variety of approach as well as clear shared learning intentions and reviewed success criteria. Learners should be on the ‘learning journey’ with you, not stumbling in the dark. Teachers and learners should recognise that learning processes might involve making mistakes, but that this can itself be a stepping stone along the route to successful learning.



•  Learners could keep a reflective learning log of their activities; this is an elegant and purposeful solution to the ‘problem’ of homework!



•  Technology should be used in class, but not just by the teacher (e.g. death by PowerPoint). Learners should be encouraged to carry out research and use technology to assist their learning (texting questions to others in class?). They should also use technology to respond to activities.



•  All learners should be involved in and engaged with learning, fulfilling roles suited to their talents and abilities, which may vary according to the task.



•  Dissemination of learners’ learning should be encouraged beyond the classroom, for example, talking with parents, other learners, teachers, members of the community and faith communities are all to be encouraged.



•  The language of learning should be shared with learners, not held as a symbol of power by teachers. Skills, for example, can be referred to regularly, assisting learners in understanding the learning process which, research confirms, improves learning.



•  Learning and teaching should be informed by research. Teachers should be learners themselves and prepared to abandon things that don’t work and try out things that are out of their comfort zone. They should match up their own teaching with latest educational research findings so that a learner’s experience of school (or a subject) isn’t just based on the habits and assumptions their teacher has.





We hope this book will be of use to you and your learners.


Joe Walker and Kate Jenkins
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1 Nature of God: biblical views of God
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Source 1


‘The God of the Old Testament does seem to have a varied personality. He can be angry, jealous, keen to take revenge on people for not doing what he wants them to do; in some ways, his behaviour is quite odd. He creates a beautiful garden for the life he creates, and tells them that everything they want will be provided for them. He gives them freedom, but then he tells them not to eat fruit from one tree. Now, we all know human nature; if you tell someone not to do something, then that’s the very thing they probably want to do. So they eat the fruit, God gets annoyed, banishes them from the garden and punishes them for all eternity. It looks like the freedom he gave them wasn’t actually freedom at all. Later on, he helps armies to utterly destroy their enemies, and he picks on one man – poor old Job – who’s just trying to get on with his life, and puts him through some rotten experiences to test him out or something like that. I don’t really get that God.’
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Source 2


‘Yes, the God of the Old Testament does seem to behave rather strangely at times but we have to remember that the Bible was written by people – and it was written by people who were trying to make a point in different times and different places, so we have to be careful about stringing it all together and trying to build up a picture of God which makes sense. The picture of God is an odd mish-mash of views about gods generally. We can’t apply our twenty-first-century rules about what gods should and shouldn’t do to the past; that doesn’t make sense … and anyway, Jesus showed us later what God was really like.’
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Activity 1




1  Read through the creation stories in Genesis 1 and 2. In groups, take each of the following statements and think about what evidence in the stories links to that statement. Is the statement fair? Is it true? If you don’t think that there is clear evidence in the stories, think more generally about how the story might point you in the direction of a response to the statement.








    (a)  God gave Adam and Eve real freedom.


    (b)  God changed his mind.


    (c)  God knew everything that was going to happen in the story.


    (d)  God was fair to Adam and Eve.


    (e)  God over-reacted to Adam and Eve’s choice.


    (f)  God should never have given them any choice in the first place.







2  Now read through the story of Job and create a visual display of the things that happened to him. For each of the things that happened think about the following:







    •  Was this fair on Job?


    •  Why might God have done this to Job?


    •  Should God have done this to Job?







3  In the story of the escape of the Israelites from Egypt, God lends a hand to destroy the Egyptian army. Imagine you are the child of one of the Egyptian soldiers who has been killed. Write a letter to the Israelites’ God expressing your views about what has happened and inviting the Israelites’ God to explain to you why your dad has been killed by a God that he couldn’t possibly have defeated.


4  Carry out an internet search by asking the question: ‘Was the God of the Old Testament cruel?’ Present your findings to your class. What different views are held about this question? You could look at The Skeptic’s Annotated Bible, which has highlighted Bible texts that it thinks shows God to be cruel. (See www.skepticsannotatedbible.com/cruelty/short.html)


5  Before you read the next sources, discuss in what ways you think Jesus’ behaviour was different from the behaviour of God in the Old Testament.
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Source 3


What did Jesus teach us about God?


‘I am a Christian, and yes I have read the Old Testament, but my beliefs about God are based on Jesus, who was also God after all. The God of the Old Testament wasn’t all hellfire and brimstone. Here’s what I think Jesus teaches us about God or, rather, reminds us about God:





•  God cares for people; he sent Jesus to die for our sins.



•  God forgives people; Jesus even forgave those who killed him.



•  God wants to help people; Jesus cured the sick and made the lame walk.



•  God understands people; Jesus knew what it was like to be human, he even put up with children when he was tired!



•  God only gets angry with humans when they aren’t all they can be; Jesus got annoyed with the traders in the temple.



•  God loves people; Jesus accepted everyone, no matter who they were, and he preached tolerance and respect.





I think Jesus wanted to show us God’s soft side: that he wasn’t the terrible tyrant of the past. Perhaps he was just putting right what the writers of the Bible had got wrong.’
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Activity 2




1  In groups, choose one of the bullet points from Source 3 (on page 3) and prepare a short presentation on this for your class. Your presentation should include:







    (a)  an explanation of what is meant by the chosen statement (e.g. ‘God cares for people’)


    (b)  at least two points of evidence from the life of Jesus illustrating this statement


    (c)  an explanation of how this view of God is similar to and different from the God of the Old Testament.







You can present your research to your class as a talk or illustrated display, or in any way you like. You should be prepared to answer questions on your presentation.







2  Christians believe that Jesus was God in human form, so that he was actually God. What questions does this raise for Christians (and anyone else) in your group? Come up with as many questions as you can about any issues this might raise. Here’s one example: ‘If Jesus was God, then he knew everything. How could he have normal human relationships when he knew everything the person he was talking to was just about to say or do …?’
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Source 4


‘As time went on of course, views of God changed. Some people seemed to prefer the mighty God of the Old Testament, while others seemed to prefer the softer God shown in the person of Jesus. Also, maybe some people saw God the way they wanted to see him. If they were fighting in a war, perhaps they wanted a powerful God who would help them in battle; if they were facing trouble in life perhaps they wanted a more compassionate God. Some people began to see God as more remote – a being outside of space and time that we could never really know – and that only the priesthood could communicate with. Others began to see him more in a personal way, involved in every aspect of their daily lives. For some, God felt further away than ever; for others, closer.’
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Source 5


Some statements about God:




(a)  God punishes the wicked.


(b)  God hates sinners.


(c)  God helps those who help themselves.


(d)  God is on our side.


(e)  God answers prayers.


(f)  God loves everyone equally.


(g)  People only call on God when they need him.


(h)  God forgives anything.


(i)  God has no needs.


(j)  There are some things God should apologise for.


(k)  We can never really know God.


(l)  God can be seen in the beauty of nature.


(m)  God is not out there, he’s in here.


(n)  God cannot make mistakes.


(o)  The universe will end, but God won’t.


(p)  God appears all the time … in good people.


(q)  God is the meaning of life.


(r)  God has some important questions to answer.
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Activity 3




1  It is said that God made humans in his image. Some say that humans make God in their image, or in the way that suits them best. What do you think? Discuss your responses to this statement and share your ideas.


2  Use the statements in Source 5 (on page 4) to create your own sticky note vote. Put a copy of each statement up in various places in your classroom and then write your own response, on a sticky note, to as many of the statements as you like. Then stick them under the statement. Once completed, take some time to walk around the room and reflect on other people’s responses to each of the statements.


3  Link with history. Create your own timeline of views about God. You should include the following (very!) broad time periods: the Old Testament; the time of Jesus; the early Christian Church; the Middle Ages; the Enlightenment; the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; the twenty-first century. In what ways were people’s views about God different in these times … and if they were, why?






2 Nature of God: contemporary views of God
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Source 1


‘As a Christian, I believe that God made us in his own image. This means that he looks like we do, and so, I suppose, he could look like anyone really. Perhaps the old man in the sky with the long white beard is how we think of him because that’s an ancient idea of what a wise and kind person looks like – and I guess that’s how we see God.’
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Source 2


‘As a Christian, I too believe that God made us in his own image. This means that we are like him, but it doesn’t have to be in a physical way. Maybe we are just like him in our personalities or our personal qualities. Maybe it’s just that we can think about the past, present and future in a way that no other living thing can. Maybe that’s how we are like God.’
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Activity 1




1  What questions would you ask the two Christians in Sources 1 and 2?


2  Take a sheet of A3 paper and consider some questions that people might have about the idea of God. Your questions should begin with ‘What? Where? Why? When? How?’ Display and discuss your questions.


3  For the moment, let’s leave the question that asks whether or not there is a god. Here are some other questions about God that people often ask. How would you answer these? What other answers do you think might be given in answer to these? You can answer in any way you like, either in writing or in some other form.







    •  Does God live in a physical place?


    •  Is God spiritual or physical or some mixture of both?


    •  Does God have a physical body?


    •  What would God look like?


    •  Would God’s appearance stay the same or change according to the situation?


    •  If God has a physical body, would he, for example, need to have his hair cut every now and then?


    •  If there’s only one God, might he ever get lonely?


    •  Can God get things wrong?


    •  Does God get grumpy, angry, bored …?







4  There are many great pieces of art that depict God. Find a variety of these online and explain how each one depicts God. What problems might a religious person have with God being depicted in this way? Why has the artist depicted God in this way?
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Source 3


‘God is just a fairy tale made up by people to explain what they don’t understand. How anyone can believe in such a being in the modern world beats me. It’s no different from believing in Santa or the tooth fairy. Grow up people, there is no God. God didn’t make humans, humans made God.’
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Source 4


‘Now we’ve even got ‘celebrity atheists’ all over TV. They tell us that there is no God; they throw science at us like we know what they’re talking about, and as if science proves that there’s no God. They make snide remarks about religious people; in fact, they treat us as if we’re just dull and ignorant. Well aren’t they just as closed minded as some of the people they’re continually slagging off?’
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Activity 2




1  What does each of Sources 3 and 4 (on page 6) say about God? What do you think about what is being said? Do a ‘think, pair, share’ exercise. Think about your own views, and then share with another person, then share with another pair.


2  Are people who don’t believe in God people with closed minds? Create a sticky note board in answer to this question.


3  Should anyone be allowed to say anything about anything, anywhere? Should people’s religious beliefs be protected from criticism? Display the pros and cons of such an approach to responding to people’s beliefs.


4  The poster above is from a recent campaign to challenge belief in God. Design your own poster that supports belief in God.
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Source 5


In a recent earthquake, many thousands of innocent people were killed. The quake came without warning and devastated an already poor country. However, among the terrible stories of the dead were stories of little miracles too. People who survived against the odds. People who were presumed dead then turned up alive. People who managed to escape the quake because a strange chain of events meant that they were somewhere that the quake did little harm instead of where they should have been – right in the danger zone. The population of the country where the quake occurred is very strongly Christian and services of worship have been held to thank God for those who survived.
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Activity 3




1  Source 5 raises many issues for debate. Having read the source, discuss the possible questions it raises and how the idea of God can be supported or challenged by the events of the quake. Then choose a debate motion and propose and defend this motion.


2  One-minute challenge: You have a timed one minute to talk about what you have learned during your study of this topic. (If you want a bigger challenge, talk for more minutes!)






3 Nature of God: God in Christianity
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Source 1


Our Faither, yer up in the glory


Pure dead special is yer name


Let yer reign come on doon


Let whit you want be done


Doon here like up there


Gie us some nosh right noo (please)


And gie’s a break for oor dodgy times


And let us cut others a wee bit o’ slack tae


Steer us well away fae the stuff we know we shouldny be daein


And shove us away fae the dark side


For everthin’s yours, a’ the clout and a’ the credit


A’ the time and a’ oer the place


Amen tae that.
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Source 2


I’m not a sheep, but the Lord is my Shepherd


I’m not exactly flush, but I want for nothing


He makes life good for me


He walks with me along the lonely riverside


He cheers me up like nothing else


He points me in the right way


So I don’t show Him up


Even when the going gets tough


I can still look trouble in the eye


Because He’s with me


Making me cosy


He builds me up


Even when others are knocking me down


I can’t believe my luck sometimes


He’ll always be there for me


And I’ll always be there for Him.
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Activity 1




1  Source 1 is a version of the Lord’s Prayer, as told by Jesus as an example of how to pray. Carry out an internet search into some different versions of this prayer in the Christian Bible. What are the similarities and differences? In a group, write your own version of this prayer taking a couple of lines each. You could write this in any style of language you like.


2  Source 2 is a version of Psalm 23. Read one or more versions of the original. Now use this psalm as the basis for a slide show where each image represents one of the lines of the psalm.


3  Christians think of the Bible as a library rather than a book. It contains many different styles of writing. Create your own class display showing the different styles of writing in the Bible (for example, poetry, history) and give an example of each style of writing as part of your display.


4  On the next page are some statements about the Bible that might be given by Christians. Everyone in your class will be given one of these statements. Your job is then to explain the statement and take any questions others in class have about it.








    (a)  The Bible was written by humans so may contain errors.


    (b)  The Bible was written by humans under God’s instruction so contains no errors.


    (c)  The Bible was written in different times for different reasons.


    (d)  The Bible tells us all we need to know about life.


    (e)  You should obey what the Bible says at all times.


    (f)  The Bible is just a guidebook; you have to make sense of it for yourself.


    (g)  When trying to make sense of the Bible you have to use your brain.


    (h)  You should not try to understand the Bible, just follow it.
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Source 3


‘When I read the Bible, I obviously try to make sense of it for my own life. I don’t think you have to be a professor at a university to be able to do that but, yes, sometimes it’s hard to see what it’s getting at. So, over the years I have developed a plan for understanding any Bible passage I read. I find it works for me, but you shouldn’t always expect that it will make complete sense first time round! Here’s my plan. What do you think?




1  Read the passage very carefully.


2  Step away from it and think about it for an hour or so.


3  Think about what it meant to the people who first heard it. Was it trying to tell them something specifically about their lives?


4  Think about any situation in the modern world that is similar to the Bible passage. Can I match up then and now?


5  Talk to other people about the Bible passage and get their views; two heads are better than one, after all.’
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Activity 2




1  Look at some Bible passages. Before any discussion, write down what you think the message in the passage is. Then, in your group, follow the plan in Source 3 (make your hour five silent minutes!) and discuss each section of the plan in relation to your passage.


You can select your Bible passage by randomly opening a Bible and then randomly selecting a passage. The length of the passage you use will depend upon the style of writing it is.


2  Once you have completed this, think about how you could summarise the passage you have read as:







    (a)  a newspaper billboard


    (b)  the tag line for a movie


    (c)  a TV commercial


    (d)  a tweet.
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Source 4





•  The Bible can say anything you want it to say.



•  The Bible is just the story book of people in the past.



•  The Bible shows us what God is really like.



•  The Bible is God showing us who he is in a way that makes sense to us.



•  The Bible contains useful parts and useless ones.



•  No one reads the Bible any more.



•  The Bible is a helpful guide in a confusing world.



•  The Bible can comfort those in need.



•  The Bible reminds us of who we are and, more importantly, who we could be.



•  The Bible is the best way to make sense of life.
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Source 5


‘I don’t just read the Bible and get my understanding of God from what I read; it’s just one part of the way God makes himself known to me. I pray and I get guidance that way too. Not a voice from the sky, but just knowing that my prayer has been listened to and answered. I see God in the actions of others, I see him in the beauty of nature. I hear him in music, I feel him in the care and love shown by others for the world in which they live. The Bible isn’t some book written to prove that there is a god, it’s just one of the ways in which God points out to us who he is and why he matters.’
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Activity 3




1  For each of the statements in Source 4, decide whether you agree, disagree or don’t know about it. Do this on your own, and then compare responses across your class. You should do this anonymously as you might get a better picture of what people really believe. What does your class think of the Bible?


2  The Gideons organisation distributes Bibles for free in schools as well as giving them to many hotels, which often put one in each room. Why do you think they do this? Do you think it is a good idea? What benefits do they think it brings?


3  In Source 5, the person thinks that she sees God in the world in many different ways, not just through the Bible. For each of the ways she has described, think about what this might mean for her in practice. Also, think about how someone might give a different explanation for what she thinks is evidence of God.






4 Nature of God: God in Islam
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Source 1


The 99 names of Allah


All-Merciful; All-Beneficent; Ruler; Pure; Source of Peace; Inspirer of Faith; Guardian; Victorious; Compeller; Greatest; Creator; Maker of Order; Shaper of Beauty; Forgiving; Subduer; Giver; Sustainer; Opener; Knower; Constrictor; Reliever; Abaser; The Exalter; Bestower of Honours; Humiliator; Hearer; Seer; Judge; Just; Subtle; All-Aware; Forbearing; Magnificent; Forgiver and Hider of Faults; Rewarder of Thankfulness; Highest; Greatest; Preserver; Nourisher; Accounter; Mighty; Generous; Watchful; Responder to Prayer; All-Comprehending; Perfectly Wise; Loving; Majestic; Resurrector; Witness; Truth; Trustee; Possessor of All Strength; Forceful; Governor; Praised; Appraiser; Originator; Restorer; Giver of Life; Taker of Life; Ever Living; Self-Existing; Finder; Glorious; Only One; One; Satisfier of All Needs; All Powerful; Creator of All Power; Expediter; Delayer; First; Last; Manifest; Hidden; Protecting Friend; Supreme; Doer of Good; Guide to Repentance; Avenger; Forgiver; Clement; Owner of All; Lord of Majesty and Bounty; Equitable; Gatherer; Rich; Enricher; Preventer of Harm; Creator of The Harmful; Creator of Good; Light; Guide; Originator; Everlasting; Inheritor; Righteous Teacher; Patient
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