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Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)


The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.





Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:





•  AQA: The Transformation of China, 1936–1997



•  Pearson Edexcel: Mao’s China, 1949–76.





The specification grid on page viii will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.


Those studying for the IB: The People’s Republic of China, 1949–2005, may also find this useful.


The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.


The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context


Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section outlines what you need to know about the beginning of the period and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.


Throughout the book


Key terms


You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you to improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface font the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary of terms at the end of the book.


Profiles


Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources



Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.


Key debates


The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.


Chapter summaries


These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.


Summary diagrams


These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.


Refresher questions


The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure that you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.


Question practice


There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions, arranged by exam board. The exam hint below each question will help you should you get stuck.


End of the book


Timeline


Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you to put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.


Exam focus


This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.


Glossary of terms


All the key terms in the book are repeated here.



Further reading



To achieve top marks in your history exam, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.


Online extras


This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets


These activities will help you to develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and in helping you to get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively, the worksheets may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, do not hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.


Who’s who


A level history covers a lot of key figures so it is perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. The who’s who document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories, so you know your Jiang from your Qing!


Further research


While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.



Specification grid






	Chapter
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	Chapter 1 Context: China in 1936
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	1 The Communists under Mao
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	2 The Guomindang under Jiang Jieshi
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	3 The Sino-Japanese War and the second United Front

	✓


	 






	4 Mao’s ‘rectification of conduct’ campaign 1942–4
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	5 The impact of the Japanese occupation
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CHAPTER 1



Context: China in 1936





Historical and geographical background


Until the nineteenth century, China, a vast Asian nation, the equivalent in size to the USA (see Figure 1.1, page 2), had regarded itself as a supremely independent society. Under the rule of its emperors, who had exercised absolute authority for thousands of years, it had developed a deep belief that it was a unique, self-sufficient culture which needed nothing from countries outside. However, this view was shattered during the nineteenth century when a number of foreign states, principally France, Britain, Germany and Japan, imposed a series of unequal treaties on China, which obliged it to grant crippling economic concessions as well as allow many Chinese cities and ports to come under foreign control.


Politics


The realisation that China was no longer truly independent produced two main responses in China. One was the growth of strongly nationalist feelings among many Chinese, outraged by the humiliation of their country. The other was a sense of bitterness towards the ruling Qing (Manchu) dynasty which had shown itself incapable of resisting foreign encroachment. It was little surprise, therefore, that the Qing, faced with growing mutiny and opposition in 1911, chose to abdicate a year later.


Guomindang (GMD)


A key factor in the organisation of resistance to the Qing had been the Guomindang (GMD), often referred to as the Nationalists. This party had come into being in the first decade of the twentieth century with the aim of modernising China by following a revolutionary programme whose first objective was the bringing down of the Qing. Yet, despite its contribution to the Chinese Revolution of 1911–12, the GMD was not in a position to take over. Its power base was in the south of China and it was unable to control affairs outside a limited area. Officially, authority was in the hands of the new Republican government in Beijing, the country’s capital, yet the Republic itself was weak and found it impossible to impose effective control over much of China. In many ways China was in a worse state than it had been under the Qing. Near bankrupt financially, it had to rely heavily on a foreign financial consortium led by Japan, its neighbour and traditional enemy.


The May Fourth Movement


China’s predicament became especially evident in the aftermath of the First World War (1914–18). In the hope of obtaining post-war support from the Western Allies in claiming the return of its German-held territories, China had declared war on Germany in 1917. However, in the Versailles peace settlement of 1919, China was curtly informed that it would not have its territories restored; the provinces formerly occupied by Germany were to be transferred to Japan. The news from Versailles created ferment in China. Outraged students took to the streets in protest against the humiliation of their nation and the failure of the Republican government to resist. Their protests were the beginning of a sustained reaction, known from its starting date as the May Fourth Movement.
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Figure 1.1 Map of China.






Chinese Communist Party (CCP)



It was in the atmosphere created by May Fourth that a new radical party was born. In 1921, in Shanghai, the Chinese Communist Party came into being. One of the CCP’s founder members was Mao Zedong, a peasant from Hunan province. Influenced by the Russian Revolution of 1917, which he saw as the overthrow of imperialism by the Russian people, he believed that Marxism provided the programme for the regeneration of China that he had been seeking.


The United Front


Initially, the two revolutionary parties – the GMD and the CCP – were cooperative rather than hostile. This was because at this stage all Chinese revolutionaries shared the same basic ambition: the defeat of China’s external and internal enemies. This common feeling created a joint wish to destroy the warlords, those military leaders who, since 1912, had seized on the weakness of the central Republican government to set themselves up as independent rulers in China’s provinces. It was to crush the warlords that the GMD and the CCP formed a United Front in 1924. Over the next three years their combined armies proved increasingly successful and by 1927 the warlords had been largely overcome.


The White Terror


With this achieved, Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek), leader of the GMD, judging that the United Front had served its purpose in breaking the warlords, turned on his Communist allies in an attempt to annihilate them. Jiang’s ferocious action, known as the White Terror, was a product of his hatred of communism. Jiang had gone to the Soviet Union in the early 1920s to be trained as a revolutionary, but his experience there left him with an abiding detestation of Marxism. This became the motif of his political career, a commitment to destroy the Chinese Communists.


The Long March


It was over the next eight years that Jiang devoted himself to hunting the CCP to extinction. He very nearly succeeded. In a series of encirclement campaigns, he tightened the ring around the Communist bases in southern China. Such was the pressure on the CCP’s main base in Jiangxi in southern China by 1934, that it was only by a desperate flight that Mao’s Communists survived. It was the escape from Jiangxi to Yanan, in the northern province of Shanxi, that became enshrined in Communist legend as the Long March of 1934–5. This was portrayed as a 6000-mile triumphant journey whose survivors had been forged into an irresistible historical force, destined to rule China. In reality, the March had begun as a rout. Yet there was no denying that the CCP had successfully defied the Nationalists. Jiang would continue to attack the Communists but events were to show that his last opportunity to destroy them totally had passed.
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Figure 1.2 China’s population in 1933.





Economy and society


By international standards, China’s economy in 1936 was markedly undeveloped. Over four-fifths of the Chinese population were from the peasant class, which meant agriculture was the predominant activity (see Figure 1.2). While there were industries in the major cities and trade flourished in the main ports, a century of foreign domination had left China economically struggling and heavily indebted financially. It is true that there were some very wealthy Chinese, forming a prosperous middle class, but they represented only a tiny proportion of the population (see Figure 1.3, page 5). Poverty and hunger were widespread and endemic. It is notable that both revolutionary parties, the GMD and CCP, albeit by contrasting methods, were committed to social reform and the ending of poverty.
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Figure 1.3 China’s main areas of crop production.





Foreign influences in 1936


Japan


Once established in Yanan in 1935, Mao Zedong set about constructing a soviet. That Mao was able to do so was largely explained by a factor that dominated the Chinese situation – the occupation of China by Japan. In 1931, as a first step towards a massive expansion into Asia, Japan had occupied Manchuria. From this base, Japanese forces began to spread out into neighbouring regions. The presence of the Japanese constantly diverted Jiang from his chief objective, the destruction of the CCP.


The Soviet Union


The creation of the CCP as a Marxist Party in 1921 was in part a product of Chinese admiration for the Russian revolutionaries whose anti-imperialism and refusal to recognise foreign claims in Russia chimed well with the wish of Chinese revolutionaries to see the end of the domination of China by outsiders. The Soviet government, through its main agency the Comintern, was swift to send representatives to China with the intention of bending the Chinese Revolution to its will. Soviet self-interest was shown in its willingness, initially, to support both the CCP and the GMD. Indeed, the Soviet calculation was that, as the GMD stood more chance of mounting a successful revolution, it was better to urge the CCP to merge with the GMD rather than continue as a separate party. There was an ideological aspect to this. According to the Marxist theory of the dialectic held by the Soviet Union, the revolution of the workers had to be preceded by a revolution of the bourgeoisie. In Soviet eyes, China, being a backward country, must first undergo a bourgeois revolution before it could have a genuine proletarian rising (see Figure 1.4, page 6).
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Figure 1.4 The pattern of the dialectic.





Foreign capitalism


To the charge that they were simply rebels in the pay of the Soviet Union, the Communists responded by depicting Jiang Jieshi as a warlord whose power was based on a deal he had done with the Chinese bourgeoisie and foreign capitalists to support him financially in return for his making the protection of their interests his main objective. The GMD government in Nanjing was regarded by Mao and the Communists as an illegitimate regime in league with the most corrupt elements in Chinese society.







CHAPTER 2



Nationalists and Communists





In 1936, two parties, the GMD and the CCP, nominally in alliance against the Japanese occupiers, but, in reality, bitterly opposed to each other, were engaged in a struggle for supremacy. Mao Zedong ruthlessly imposed himself on his Communist Party members in a way that Jiang Jieshi, although nominally head of the Chinese Republic, was never able to do on his followers. When the Japanese occupation ended in 1945, the Communists were better placed to win the civil war that ensued.


These developments are described in the following sections:





•  The Communists under Mao



•  The Guomindang under Jiang Jieshi



•  The Sino-Japanese War and the second United Front



•  Mao’s ‘rectification of conduct’ campaign 1942–4



•  The impact of Japanese occupation
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KEY DATES






	1931

	Japanese occupation of Manchuria






	1936

	Xian incident






	 

	Formation of second United Front






	1937

	Start of Sino-Japanese War






	 

	Rape of Nanjing






	1940

	100 Regiments campaign






	1941

	Pearl Harbor attack brought USA into Pacific war






	1942–4

	‘Rectification of conduct’ campaign






	1944

	Ichigo campaign






	1945

	End of Sino-Japanese War






	 

	Soviet–GMD friendship treaty
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1 The Communists under Mao




How did Mao’s political ideas shape the way he led the CCP before 1945?





Mao’s concept of leadership


Mao Zedong, a peasant from Hunan province, had grown up an intensely patriotic young man, angered by China’s failings and much impressed by revolutionary ideas. Between 1912 and 1919, Mao had witnessed scenes of great violence as rival Republican factions had fought for supremacy in his home province of Hunan. He recorded that the experience deeply affected him and led him to conclude that to be a leader and to gain success politically or militarily required total commitment and a willingness to use extreme methods. This helps to explain why throughout his career he was so ready to employ the toughest means to crush political opponents. One of his most revealing sayings was that ‘all power grows out of the barrel of a gun’.


All Mao Zedong’s experiences as a young revolutionary convinced him that unless he was prepared to use brutal, unyielding methods he could achieve little. He was a dialectician, believing that all change, all progress, resulted from suppression of the weaker by the stronger.


Mao’s ruthlessness


Moving to Beijing, Mao became attracted to Marxist ideas and developed the conviction that if China was to regain its greatness it would have to undergo a profound social and political revolution. To further this aim, Mao in 1921 became one of the founder members of the CCP. When Jiang’s White Terror in 1927 forced the Communists to flee to Jiangxi province, Mao began his first endeavour to build a Chinese soviet. It was at Jiangxi that Mao revealed the ruthlessness that he regarded as essential for effective leadership and which characterised his whole career. In 1930, he ordered the torture and execution of some 4000 Red Army troops whom he had accused of plotting against him. His written instruction read: ‘do not kill the important leaders too quickly but squeeze out of them the maximum information’. Mao showed a similar unwillingness to compromise in establishing his leadership over the party during the Long March.
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ONLINE EXTRAS AQA


Test your understanding of Mao’s revolutionary ideas by completing Worksheet 1 at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
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Mao’s ideology


Once established in Yanan in 1935, Mao, over the next decade, turned the camp into a Communist soviet; it served as both a protective base and a haven to which Communist sympathisers flocked. It was at Yanan that Mao developed and formalised his revolutionary ideas. This involved him in an ideological battle to enforce his leadership in the face of opposition from within the CCP and from the Comintern. It is important to stress that it was because he was an ardent nationalist that Mao had adopted communism. He saw in Marxism–Leninism a set of principles that he could turn into a practical programme for restoring China to its original greatness. Mao was never a slave to Marxist theory; he interpreted the ideology to suit his purposes for China. The persistent theme in his actions and his writings was that Chinese considerations always had primacy. Since foreign Communists, no matter how eminent, could not truly understand actual Chinese conditions, it was not for them to dictate policy.
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SOURCE QUESTION


On what grounds does Mao argue in Source A that the Russian Revolution is not the model for the CCP to follow?
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SOURCE A


From ‘Problems of Strategy in China’s Revolutionary War’, 1936, in Mao Tse-tung, Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Foreign Languages Press, 1975, vol. I, p. 181.


China’s revolutionary war is waged in the specific environment of China and so it has its own specific circumstances and nature … Some people say that it is enough merely to study the experience of revolutionary war in Russia … However, although we must value Soviet experience … we must value even more the experience of China’s revolutionary war, because there are many factors specific to the Chinese revolution and the Chinese Red Army.
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Mao was also concerned that to give too much consideration to the opinions of foreign Communists as expressed through the Comintern would damage his claim to personal authority in China. His conviction was that ‘correct leadership should be based upon careful, detailed study of local conditions which can only be done by each of the Communist parties in its own country. The Comintern, far away from the actual struggle, can no longer provide proper leadership.’


The urban versus rural dispute


Mao’s ideas brought him criticism from the pro-Moscow elements in the party, who accused him of ignoring Comintern instructions and taking an independent line. A particular point of contention was Mao’s insistence that the distinct conditions in China determined that revolution must first come in the countryside. He rejected the Comintern’s demand that the CCP direct its efforts into preparing risings in urban areas. His central belief was that China’s revolution must be a peasant revolution. This was heresy in the eyes of the Comintern theorists. They asserted that:





•  Mao was ignoring the laws of the dialectic whose stages followed a predetermined, ordered path and thus could not be bypassed.



•  Peasant revolution was not an end in itself; it was merely the precursor of the final proletarian revolution.



•  China lacked an urban proletariat and was, therefore, incapable of achieving a genuinely proletarian revolution.



•  The best that the CCP could accomplish would be to help bring about the bourgeois stage of revolution by merging with the Nationalists.





Mao rejected this analysis and stressed that Marxist theory had to be interpreted in the light of the actual conditions in China. The reality was that China did not possess an urban proletariat large enough to mount a revolution. Furthermore, he dismissed the notion that genuine revolution could be achieved only by the industrial workers and countered it by asserting these convictions:





•  In China, urban industrial workers accounted for less than four per cent of the population, whereas the rural peasants made up 88 per cent. It followed that a popular revolution would have to be the work of the peasantry.



•  In China, therefore, a peasant revolution would be sufficient to fulfil the demands of the dialectic.



•  Mao redefined the term proletarian to mean not so much a social class as an attitude. Those who were genuinely committed to revolution were by that very fact members of the proletariat. Anyone who had suffered oppression at the hands of class enemies could be counted a member of the proletariat.



•  Consequently, there was no necessity to wait for the growth of an industrial proletariat in China. Genuine revolution would be achieved by the peasants: ‘no power, however strong, can restrain them’. He told his followers that it was their task to unleash the huge potential of the peasantry: ‘The peasants are the sea; we are the fish. We live in the sea.’






Opposition to Mao within the CCP


Mao’s interpretation of the dialectic put him at odds with those party members, such as Li Lisan, a Moscow-trained revolutionary, who continued to follow the Comintern line by insisting that the Chinese Communists concentrate their revolutionary activities in urban areas. Throughout the 1930s, Mao was involved in a battle to assert his authority within the party. His major opponents were a faction known as the ‘Twenty-eight Bolsheviks’, who followed Li Lisan in criticising Mao for ignoring Comintern instructions and acting independently. Mao was accused of ‘reckless adventurism’ for assuming that the stages of proletarian revolution could be skipped at will. Mao survived such criticism thanks largely to four key factors:





•  His selection in 1934 of the correct northern route to follow on the Long March, in opposition to the pro-Moscow faction who had argued for a different western route, had given him a moral superiority over them.



•  As a result of his own field research, Mao had an unrivalled knowledge of the Chinese peasantry, which meant he dominated any discussion of the party’s peasant policy.



•  His intense self-belief and determination allowed him to silence opponents and browbeat waverers into line.



•  He was indispensable as a military planner.





Mao’s ideological dominance


Mao defined the revolution he was leading not as a class movement but as a national one. Faced with the Japanese occupation of China after 1937 (see page 20), Mao declared the aim of his party to be ‘long-term cooperation with all those classes, strata, political groups and individuals who were willing to fight Japan to the end’. He appealed to all Chinese of goodwill to unite against the enemies of the nation.


Helped by Yanan’s geographical distance from Soviet influence, Mao was able to dominate the urban-orientated members of the CCP and bring the party to accept his line of thinking. He was acting very much in the Chinese tradition of taking from a foreign ideology those elements considered to be of practical value for China. He made Marxism fit the Chinese situation, not the Chinese situation fit Marxism. For some years he had to contend with opposition from within the party over his reshaping of revolutionary Marxism, but by outmanoeuvring and, where necessary, removing opponents he was able to establish an unmatched authority and so impose his ideas.


Mao’s policy towards the peasants


Mao gave practical form to his concept of revolution by sending out Red Army units from Yanan to take control of neighbouring regions. The method was for the troops, having occupied a particular area, to round up the landowners, who were then driven out or shot. That done, the land was immediately redistributed among the peasants, who were invited to cooperate in reorganising the village or region into a soviet. The hope was that such treatment would persuade the local people to become CCP supporters.




[image: ]


Mao Zedong (to 1949)
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	1893

	Born in Hunan province






	1921

	Founder member of the CCP






	1927–34

	Created the Jiangxi soviet






	1934–5

	Led the Long March






	1935–45

	Created the Yanan soviet






	1946–9

	Led the CCP to victory in the civil war






	1949

	Founded the People’s Republic of China







Contribution


In 1921, Mao became a founder member of the CCP and over the next few years helped to organise the GMD–CCP United Front. In Jiangxi, between 1927 and 1934, he established the first Chinese soviet. In 1934, he undertook the legendary Long March during which he began to assert his authority over the CCP, an authority that he then ruthlessly consolidated at Yanan, the Communists’ main base between 1935 and 1945.


Achievements


While at Yanan, Mao developed his theories of revolution based on the peasantry as the major dynamic of change. Mao’s Communists played a role in resisting the Japanese who occupied China between 1931 and 1945. With the surrender of Japan at the end of the Second World War in 1945, the GMD–CCP civil war was then renewed. This four-year struggle ended with complete victory for the Communists, with Jiang’s GMD being driven from the Chinese mainland.


Significance


By October 1949, Mao had led a great social and political revolution. He had overcome the GMD and the Japanese, had prevented the Soviet Union from dominating the CCP and had established the People’s Republic of China (PRC). He was destined to rule this new nation for the next quarter of a century.
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Mao urged the soldiers to regard themselves as ambassadors carrying the Communist message to the peasants. Until the Yanan period, Chinese armies by tradition had invariably terrorised local populations. The imperial and warlord forces had ravaged and plundered. But the Red Army was instructed to behave differently. Its duty was to aid and comfort the people. Mao laid down a code of conduct for his troops (see Source B).
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SOURCE QUESTION


What message is being conveyed to the troops in Source B?
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SOURCE B


From Mao’s instructions to the Red Army, 1937, quoted in Anne Freemantle, editor, Mao Tse-tung: An Anthology of His Writings, Mentor Books, 1962, p. xxxiii.


Be courteous and help out when you can.


Return all borrowed articles.


Replace all damaged articles.


Be honest in all transactions with the peasants.


Pay for all articles purchased.


Be sanitary and establish latrines at a distance from people’s houses.


Don’t take liberties with women.


Don’t kill prisoners of war.
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Mao’s instructions provided a simple guide which, when followed, endeared the Red Army to many in the rural population. To win further supporters from the peasants in the liberated areas, the Red Army introduced a number of schemes, including:





•  the creation of local peasant associations, which were invited to work with the CCP in improving their own conditions



•  a programme for ending usury, which had so often blighted the lives of the peasants



•  the introduction of literacy and education programmes



•  the provision of basic medical services.





This evident sensitivity to the wants of the peasants was the most popular of the CCP’s land policies and played its part in the growth of the party from 40,000 in 1937 to 1 million by 1945. It was from this expanding membership that the volunteers for the Red Army came. However, it was not all harmony, there was a darker side to Communist land policy.


Repressive land policies


Mao was certainly prepared to be moderate at times, but all the moves that the CCP made under him had the essential purpose of strengthening Communist control. The removal of the landlords in the liberated areas was often a brutal process. Moreover, despite its feeling for the peasants and its genuine popularity with many of them, the Yanan regime was fiercely authoritarian. Those villages that would not conform to the demands of the CCP’s land programme were subjected to harsh penalties such as having all their crops and livestock confiscated and ruinous taxes imposed on them.


What the CCP’s occupation of ‘liberated areas’ actually entailed was described in 1937 by Edgar Snow, who travelled with the Red Army (see Source C).
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SOURCE QUESTION


According to Source C, what methods did the CCP use to control the local population?
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SOURCE C


From Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China, Penguin, 1972, p. 220, first published in 1937. Snow was an American admirer of Mao and lived with the Communists in Yanan. In his book, Snow described what he witnessed.


While theoretically the soviets were a ‘workers and peasants’ government’, in actual practice the whole constituency was overwhelmingly peasant in character …


Various committees were established under each of the district soviets. An all-powerful revolutionary committee was elected in a mass meeting shortly after the occupation of a district by the Red Army. Under the district soviet, and appointed by it, were committees for education, cooperatives, military training, political training, land, public health, partisan training, revolutionary defense, enlargement of the Red Army, agrarian mutual aid, Red Army land tilling, and others.


The work of all these organizations and their various committees was coordinated by the Central Soviet Government, the Communist Party, and the Red Army. The aim of soviet organization obviously was to make every man, woman, or child a member of something, with definite work assigned to him to perform.


[image: ]







[image: ]


ONLINE EXTRAS AQA


Test your understanding of how the CCP organised the liberated areas, as described in Source C by completing Worksheet 2 at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
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SUMMARY DIAGRAM


THE COMMUNISTS UNDER MAO
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2 The Guomindang under Jiang Jieshi




What strategy and principles did Jiang Jieshi follow in his leadership of the GMD?





Such was the violence and lawlessness of warlord China that a party needed an army if it was to survive. That was why, in 1924, Sun Yat-sen, the GMD’s founder, had set up the Whampoa Military Academy. This proved of major significance since, from that point on, the GMD became essentially a military organisation. All the party’s leading figures, most notably Sun’s successor, Jiang Jieshi, were products of the academy, branches of which were later established in other Nationalist strongholds, such as Nanjing and Chengdu.


Jiang had fought his way to the leadership of the GMD in a power struggle that followed the death of Sun Yat-sen in 1925. Before this, Jiang had gone to the USSR in the early 1920s to receive revolutionary training, but his experiences there, rather than drawing him to Marxism, did the opposite. He returned to China with a deep hatred of communism. He remained convinced that China could not progress unless it first destroyed Mao’s Communists.


Jiang’s style of leadership was dominated by military considerations. He thought of politics in militaristic terms. At its starkest, this meant that he approached issues not by discussion and concession but by destroying opposition. In this respect, he was very similar to his great adversary Mao, who thought in terms of dialectical struggle.



Jiang Jieshi’s ideology


The defeat of the warlords by the United Front and the near destruction of the Communists in the White Terror appeared to have given Jiang the freedom to shape the new China according to the GMD’s policies. From Nanjing, which in 1928 officially replaced Beijing as China’s capital, Jiang planned to build Nationalist China on the basis of the Three People’s Principles, first enunciated by Sun Yat-sen.
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The Three People’s Principles





•  National sovereignty: The re-establishment of China’s lost sense of national pride by ridding it of the remnants of foreign control and restoring its position as a sovereign state.



•  Democracy: Not individual freedom, as in the Western sense, but collective freedom of the people to build the nation. ‘Personal freedom should never be too excessive. In fact, in order to win national freedom, we should not hesitate to sacrifice our personal freedom.’



•  People’s welfare: The adoption of a form of socialism in order to end the poverty of the Chinese people. Private property should be limited and government-owned enterprises encouraged. ‘We should have the political power to protect our native industry so that it will not be encroached upon by foreign powers, enchained by foreign powers.’
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There is no doubt that Jiang was sincere in this, but, as he saw it, China’s instability as it struggled to modernise did not allow him to introduce democracy immediately. There were too many difficulties in the way. That is why he turned to Sun Yat-sen’s definition as a guide. Sun had taught that the circumstances in China meant that the Three People’s Principles could not be put into effect until China had gone through three stages of development:





•  A preliminary stage which would witness the overthrow by the Nationalist armies of China’s internal and external enemies.



•  An intermediate stage of GMD dominance during which the people would be educated in political knowledge and values.



•  A final stage in which the now enlightened people would play their part in turning China into a full democracy.





Jiang claimed that the preliminary stage of development had been achieved by the defeat of the warlords. China was now at the second stage, which required that the GMD take on the role of government and teacher and instruct the Chinese people in political understanding. What this meant in reality was that Jiang’s Nationalist government claimed the right to govern until such time as it considered China ready for democracy. It provided a justification for authoritarian control by Jiang and the GMD. A symbol of this was the dismantling of the remnants of the republican regime in Beijing, which was renamed Beiping to indicate that authority had passed south to Nanjing.
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Jiang Jieshi




[image: ]








	1887

	Born to a middle-class family






	1906

	Entered military academy






	1912–18

	Began developing contacts with Shanghai’s underworld






	1925

	Become GMD leader






	1927

	Launched the White Terror






	1928

	Set up the GMD Nationalist government in Nanjing






	1937–45

	Led the struggle against Japan






	1946–9

	Defeated by the Communists in the civil war






	1949

	Fled to Taiwan







Contribution


Jiang’s desire for reform was sincere but his gangster links compromised his party’s claim to moral leadership. He believed China’s people needed to be politically controlled if China was to progress. However, the survival of the Communists meant that he was never in full control of the country, despite his internationally recognised claim that the GMD was the rightful government of China.


Achievements


Despite his failure to crush the Communists and being forced to flee to Taiwan in 1949, his record prior to that date was impressive; he had triumphed over the Japanese, and been acknowledged as a world statesman. In the face of huge problems, he had begun the process of modernising China and freeing it from foreign domination.


Significance


Against Jiang’s achievements has to be set the argument that he was essentially a ruthless warlord, who ran a corrupt government in league with gangsters and was reliant on foreign capital. Jiang’s constant willingness to compromise his principles meant that the conditions of the Chinese people deteriorated rather than improved. He had failed to meet any of the high expectations with which he and the GMD had come to power.
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Jiang’s leadership


Of considerable value to Jiang in attempting to exercise personal control over the GMD was the fact that the party had been structured along Leninist lines. This was a result of the Comintern’s influence on the party in its early days. The Comintern believed that the GMD met the criteria of a bourgeois revolutionary party playing its role in the dialectical process. That was why it had urged the CCP to join forces with the Nationalists and work towards a bourgeois revolution, which China had to go through before it could move to the proletarian stage. Comintern agents in 1924 had drafted a new GMD constitution that was clearly Leninist in character. The key element was the insistence that the party should operate on the principle of democratic centralism. Jiang found this a convenient justification for demanding conformity from the party. It has to be added that although the GMD and CCP ran on the same leadership principle, Jiang never attained the same degree of authority over his party that Mao did over his.


Jiang’s economic and social policies


In keeping with his assumption that the Nationalists had the right to govern without challenge, Jiang introduced a number of reforms from the top. These included the following:





•  China’s civil service was modernised by the creation of special administrative departments and training colleges.



•  Measures to improve the quality and availability of education were implemented.



•  Chinese banks were brought under the central control of the Bank of China.



•  The Shanghai stock exchange became an international financial market.



•  A national resources commission was set up to develop Chinese industry and negotiate foreign trade deals.



•  Schemes were adopted to improve urban transport and communication. Modern buses and trams appeared in major cities, and railways and airlines spread across China.



•  Government subsidies were provided to help the Chinese film industry, based mainly in Shanghai, which became internationally renowned.



•  Similar government support enabled fashion houses in Shanghai to compete with Paris and Milan.





One of Jiang’s aims was to reassert some degree of control over the foreign concessions whose presence had angered Chinese revolutionaries for decades. Efforts were made to restructure the legal system within the concessions so that Chinese law played a more central role. Foreign commercial companies were required to pay higher export and import duties. However, because of the constant presence of foreign troops, Jiang was not in a position to attempt the physical removal of foreigners.


Jiang was also handicapped by the undeniable truth that the livelihood of many Chinese people depended on their being employed in the diplomatic offices and commercial agencies within the concession areas. Such reliance on foreigners, particularly in financial matters, was one of the great problems that prevented the Nanjing government from achieving the Chinese independence that the Three People’s Principles advocated. Jiang’s dislike of the foreign presence in China was real enough but he had to be circumspect in the way he dealt with the issue. His various schemes for boosting China’s economic and financial standing indicated that he needed foreign support. This became increasingly so after the Japanese threat to China began to grow following the occupation of Manchuria in 1931 (see page 20).


German influence in Nationalist China


China’s foreign ties were also very evident in relation to Jiang’s development of the Nationalist army and police forces. In planning to modernise his army, Jiang formed close links with the Third Reich, which sent military advisers to train the Nationalists’ armies.


A further striking example of German influence was the organisation of Jiang’s secret police, the Blue Shirts, on similar lines to the Gestapo. It was such associations that led to the suggestion that Jiang’s regime merited the description fascist, since in its authoritarianism, nationalist ideology and policing methods it paralleled the right-wing governments of 1930s’ Europe. A central figure in the development of the Blue Shirts was Dai Li, whose fearsome leadership of the GMD’s secret police earned him the nickname the ‘Chinese Himmler’.


Dai Li built up the innocuous sounding Investigation and Statistical Bureau (ISB) into a highly effective and feared security organisation. By the mid-1930s, Dai had some 1800 agents working for him. Operating outside the law, they were free to arrest and hold suspects indefinitely without having to bring charges against them. They regularly used torture to extract information concerning the names and whereabouts of Communist sympathisers. CCP members were Dai Li’s main targets but his agents also used intimidation and threats to prevent even moderate criticism of the Nationalist regime being voiced in the press.


The New Life Movement


Despite his Nationalist regime’s preoccupation with economic and military affairs and state security, Jiang Jieshi always spoke in terms of his party and government as instruments for the moral regeneration of China. In this period there were two main themes in his speeches and writings:





•  the need for the Chinese people to unite and crush the Communists



•  the duty of the Chinese people to elevate the ethical standards of their country by returning to Confucian values of social harmony and by living lives of moral integrity.





Jiang appealed to the people to expose and fight public corruption and called on youth organisations, such as the Boy Scouts and the YMCA, to set an example in teaching the young to behave responsibly, especially in sexual matters. To inculcate a sense of shared Nationalist values, he encouraged couples to include a pledge of loyalty to the GMD in their marriage vows. This programme of moral improvement was formalised in 1934 with Jiang’s launching of the New Life Movement, intended as a rejection of both communism and Western capitalism and a reassertion of Confucian values. Jiang’s wife, Soong Meiling, regarded the New Life Movement, which she defined as ‘a direct attempt to compete with the Communist platform of economic and social reform, substituting a retreat to Confucius for an advance to Marx’, as being ‘the only path for the salvation of the country’.


The weakness of the New Life Movement


For all the moral uplift that Jiang and his wife sought to encourage among the people, the reality was that his government had compromised itself from the first by its need to deal with some of the most disreputable elements in Chinese society. This was apparent, for example, in its attempts to control the use of drugs. Jiang’s sincere aim was to bring the opium trade under state control and provide treatment for addicts. But the GMD had received considerable illicit funding from gangster organisations, such as the Green Gang. The Nationalists were reluctant to forgo such income. It was also the case that Jiang had received crucial assistance from the drug-dealing underworld in his campaigns against the Communists; he owed the gangs a large favour.


The same contradictions applied to Jiang’s attempt to follow a socialist path and end China’s reliance on capitalism. His need for inward foreign investment and the heavy costs of his military campaigns meant that he could never genuinely abandon capitalism. Despite his professed adherence to the party’s policy of ending China’s dependence on foreign money, Jiang could not discontinue his association with Western commercial and financial interests. The character of the GMD Party in government was determined by the manner in which it acquired its finance.


The GMD government’s basic problems


The underlying political weakness of the GMD was that the social composition of its membership meant that it could never become a mass party. Jiang Jieshi’s followers were largely drawn from the merchants and businessmen who operated in the ports and cities. Such men had little sympathy for the rural peasants, which meant they were no more interested in improving conditions in the countryside than they were in paying for welfare in the urban areas. The GMD claimed that its revolutionary purpose was to serve the Chinese population as a whole by implementing the Three People’s Principles, but in practice it became the representative of particular minority interests.


Here lay the GMD’s crippling limitation as a political party. China’s most pressing problem was the poverty of its people. In the years 1934–5 another of China’s recurrent famines caused the death of 3 million people. Yet, notwithstanding the Nationalists’ commitment to honouring the third of the Three People’s Principles – welfare – no sustained attempt was made to tackle the issue. There was little in the Nationalists’ approach to government that allowed it to make a genuine effort to introduce the land reforms they had originally promised. Among the measures that Jiang’s government had failed to implement were the following:





•  ending of landlord control and exploitation of the peasants



•  extension of property rights to the peasants



•  protection of the peasants against excessive rents



•  guarantee of fair prices to the peasants for their produce.





At no time did Jiang’s government control more than one-third of China or two-thirds of its population. It is true that these were quite substantial proportions in themselves, but, given the strength of Chinese regionalism, the authority exercised by the GMD was far from complete. Resistance from local ruling factions was a major obstacle, preventing the Nanjing government from carrying out its declared policies. The limitation this placed on GMD control was increased after 1937, when Japan occupied large tracts of territory (see page 20), a humiliating reminder of how far China was from being an independent nation.



The Nationalist record


Nationalist supporters could claim that in its first period of government the GMD under Jiang Jieshi had:





•  overthrown the warlords



•  gained international recognition



•  taken steps towards the creation of workable governmental and legal systems.





Yet while these were not insignificant achievements, it could be argued that they were far outweighed by failures:





•  The Nationalist government had proved unable to tackle China’s most urgent social and economic problems.



•  The GMD had betrayed its own sense of moral purpose by aligning with some of the worst elements of the Chinese underworld.



•  The GMD had turned to coercion and authoritarianism in order to consolidate its power.



•  The Nationalists had been powerless to prevent or alleviate the suffering of the victims of widespread famine.



•  Jiang’s preoccupation with crushing his Communist opponents had diverted vital energies away from the structuring of an ordered civil society.



•  Such progress as had been made towards removing foreign dominance from China had been undermined by the Japanese occupation of China that began in 1931.
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3 The Sino-Japanese War and the second United Front




Why did the Chinese suffer so severely at the hands of the Japanese?


Why was the Second United Front not able to offer effective resistance to the Japanese?





The Japanese occupied Manchuria in 1931. Over the next six years they used it as a base for extending their control over many other Chinese areas. In 1937, the Japanese turned their occupation into a full-scale war that was to last until 1945.


The Sino-Japanese War can be divided into two distinct phases:





•  1937–41. During this first phase, Japan made rapid advances down the eastern seaboard (see the map on page 23), to which the Chinese responded with a mixture of courageous resistance, retreat and appeasement.



•  1941–5. The second phase saw the Chinese struggle become part of the Second World War, in which China as an ally of the USA recovered to gain victory over the Japanese.





The Marco Polo Bridge incident


On 7 July 1937, a relatively minor clash between Chinese and Japanese troops occurred at the Marco Polo Bridge near Beijing. The confrontation had been deliberately planned by the Japanese to create trouble. Using the clash as a pretext, Japan demanded that, in order to prevent further trouble, the GMD government yield even greater authority to the occupying forces in China. On this occasion, Jiang Jieshi refused to make concessions. He declared to the Chinese people that their country was now in a state of total war against Japan. ‘If we allow one inch more of our territory to be lost, we shall be guilty of an unpardonable crime against our race.’


The second United Front


Jiang’s appeal for national unity may be regarded as the start of the second United Front between the CCP and GMD, a commitment by both parties to suspend their differences and ally against the Japanese aggressors. In doing this, they were activating an agreement they had made seven months earlier following an extraordinary event known as the Xian incident.


The Xian incident 1936


Undoubted patriot though he was, Jiang’s response to Japan’s occupation of parts of China between 1931 and 1936 had been unambitious. He believed that China was too large a country for the Japanese to occupy without exhausting themselves; a protracted occupation would mean war and the eventual defeat of Japan. He defined his approach as trading space to buy time. However, the policy of avoiding direct conflict with the occupier proved uninspiring and his supporters frequently found it difficult to maintain their loyalty. In 1933, it had taken Jiang over a year to suppress a rising among his troops at Fujian who were reacting against his failure to confront the Japanese.


The culmination of this deep dissatisfaction with Jiang’s strategy came in December 1936. During a visit to Xian in Shaanxi province, which, ironically, Jiang had undertaken in order to berate his forces for their slowness in crushing the CCP, he was seized by mutinous GMD troops and handed over to the Communists, whose chief representative at Xian was Zhou Enlai, Mao’s closest colleague. Zhou offered to spare his prisoner’s life if he would promise to end his persecution of the CCP and lead a genuine resistance against the Japanese. Finding himself in an impossible position, Jiang gave in; he agreed to the formation of the second GMD–CCP United Front, pledged to wage unceasing war against the Japanese aggressors. When Jiang later gave his account of events, in a book entitled China at the Crossroads (1937), he claimed that before his arrest he had already set in motion secret plans for sterner resistance to the Japanese.


Given the bitter relations between Jiang Jieshi and the Communists, Jiang having been trying for a decade to annihilate them, it seems surprising that the CCP did not simply assassinate him. Their refraining from doing so was not clemency but a calculated risk; by allowing Jiang not merely to survive, but to remain as the recognised leader of China, the Communists had won a major propaganda victory. They had shown remarkable restraint in forgoing party advantage for the sake of the national struggle. In return, Jiang made a formal commitment to:





•  cease all attempts to suppress the CCP



•  recognise the CCP as a legitimate party



•  lead a new United Front against the Japanese invader.





The Communists could now claim that it was they who were the genuine nationalists whose prime motivation was their love of China as expressed in their willingness to fight under Jiang’s leadership. At the same time, they had undermined the GMD’s claim to be the sole representative of the nation. Jiang, for his part, did not feel bound by his Xian promises and frequently went back on his word by renewing his attacks on the Communists. Throughout the ensuing eight years of the Sino-Japanese War, Jiang’s principal aim remained the defeat of the CCP; victory over Japan was a means to that end.
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ONLINE EXTRAS AQA


Test your understanding of the Xian Incident by completing Worksheet 3 at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras
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Weakness of the United Front


The turn of events that had led to the formation of a second United Front meant that from the beginning it was a marriage of convenience, never a genuine alliance. The CCP and GMD forces invariably fought as separate armies and, although they did liaise on occasion, their mutual distrust meant that they rarely acted as a combined force. Outweighed by Japanese military strength, which made them reluctant to risk large-scale battles, the Nationalist–Communist allies engaged mainly in sniping and guerrilla warfare.


Given the inability of the United Front to mount sustained resistance, it was not surprising that matters went badly for China in the early stage of the war. By 1938, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Nanjing had all fallen to Japan, disasters which obliged the GMD government to withdraw their capital, Nanjing, westwards along the Yangzi River to Chongqing (see the map on page 23).


The Hundred Regiments Offensive, 1940


A major exception to China’s poor military showing was the Hundred Regiments Offensive of 1940. It was undertaken by Mao’s Communists to convince the GMD and the Chinese people of their dedication to the anti-Japanese war. It followed a period of relative quiet when the Japanese, having seized a large number of provinces and cities by 1938, slowed their advance and concentrated on consolidating their gains. In August 1940, under the overall command of Peng Dehuai, the Communist forces, numbering 400,000 troops in over 100 regiments, undertook a series of attacks on Japanese positions in northern and central China. For two months the Communists had considerable success. A number of Japanese garrisons were overrun and over 950 km (600 miles) of railway lines were destroyed, along with extensive damage to roads, bridges and canals.


Communist setback


Under the slogan of ‘Kill all, Burn all, Loot all’, Japanese forces responded with a terror campaign against the population in the areas which had supported the Communists’ attacks. Murder, mutilation and rape were the order of the day. Whole villages were systematically destroyed. By December 1940, the Japanese counteroffensive had regained the territory lost earlier. Over 100,000 Communists, a quarter of the force, were killed.


Recriminations followed within the CCP. Mao dismissed Peng Dehuai, not simply for being defeated by the Japanese but for causing the CCP to lose reputation among the Chinese people. What had also angered Mao was that the Hundred Regiments Campaign had revealed to Jiang Jieshi the true size and disposition of the PLA’s forces. It was certainly the case that Jiang exploited the defeat of the Communists to renew his attack on them. In a set of ambushes and surprise raids in January 1941, the Nationalist forces inflicted 4000 casualties on the retreating PLA. It was not difficult to see that Jiang regarded the Communists as a greater enemy than the Japanese. He was making a fiction of the supposed GMD–CCP alliance against the occupier.


Character of the war: Japanese brutality


The grimmest aspect of the Sino-Japanese War was the savagery with which the occupiers treated the Chinese people. Easy military successes early in the war confirmed the deeply-held conviction of the Japanese that they were a superior race, entitled to treat those they defeated with contempt. One of the commanders of the first Japanese invasion force to arrive in China in 1937, Sakai Ryu, declared: ‘The Chinese people are bacteria infesting world civilization.’ Lieutenant Ryukichi of the Imperial Japanese Army remarked to a foreign correspondent, ‘you and I have diametrically different views of the Chinese. You may be dealing with them as human beings, but I regard them as swine. We can do anything to such creatures.’
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Figure 2.1 The Sino-Japanese War 1937–45.
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SOURCE QUESTION


What is there about the photo, Source D, to suggest that it might have been posed?
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SOURCE D
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The aftermath of a Japanese air raid on Shanghai in 1937. Although the picture appears to have been composed by the photographer, there is little doubt that what became an iconic image represented the reality of the Japanese bombardments of Chinese cities.
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