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7

Brian Deane

My name is Brian Deane and I scored the first ever Premier

League goal on August 15 1992 playing for Sheffield United

against Manchester United. I was really excited to read

Football's

Champions of Change

because racism is such a relevant topic in

football. The current generation of footballers have been united

in spreading the anti-racist message by doings things such as

taking the knee and speaking out on social media.

There are so many others from my own

era and before who faced their own

struggles and played a part in making

the game we all love more inclusive.

This book is educational with lots of

information about amazing people

who fought and continue to fight for

change. It would have been great to

have more of such stories when I was

younger to learn about these heroes.

This is an exhilarating read that gives

me hope for the future. We can all take

inspiration from those who feature in

this book. But there is still plenty to do.

I will continue to support campaigns

for tougher laws to combat online

abuse. I know from my own personal

experience the difficulty in getting a

job in football management. We need

to get more diversity in board rooms

and among managers. These are two

of the many subjects touched on in

Football's Champions of Change

.

I am not sure where the end goal lies,

but we have to keep trying to make

football a more welcoming place for

people regardless of their colour or

background.

Foreword
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Troy Townsend

Head of Player Engagement at football’s equality

and inclusion charity,

Kick It Out.

This is a very important book for young

people. The horrible abuse suffered by

the three England players who missed

penalties in the EURO 2020 final just

goes to show that the issue of racism in

football hasn’t gone away.

For more than a decade, I have been

fighting the good fight, trying to

combat discrimination in all forms

within the game. I want to help make

it a level playing field with all under-

represented groups becoming an

accepted part of football.

In the past, players from ethnic

minorities suffered direct abuse and

there were no consequences for the

offenders. I went through that myself,

and as a father and a grandfather, I don’t

want future generations to experience

it. Through campaigning, we have now

made sure that there are punishments

for people who discriminate.

However, racism and discrimination in

football and society has not completely

gone away. We have made progress,

but a lot more needs to be done. There

is a new wave of people with hatred

in their hearts and minds. We see it

expressed in some football grounds,

but it mainly appears in social media.

The key is education, and that is a big

part of my job at the charity Kick It

Out. I constantly go into football club

academies to speak to players – from

age nine through to 23. We have open

group conversations in which they hear

their team-mates speak about how

racism has affected them. We also talk

to parents.

It helps people who have offended to

understand the impact of their words

and gestures. When you have been

targeted because of your colour or

race, it damages your mental well-

being. It sits in your mind and impacts

your life and your family’s life.

This book is a very good introduction

to many of the important issues about

race. It explains why we are where we

are and introduces you to some key

historical and modern-day figures who

have fought for change. Of course, it

can’t cover everything, but hopefully it

will encourage you to discover more.

I hope you enjoy the journey.

Introduction
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1

FOOTBALL

UNDER THE

SPOTLIGHT
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Since the earliest days of British football, there have

been players from ethnic minority backgrounds

in the game. Although supporters hailed many as

heroes for their achievements on and off the pitch,

the same figures also endured racial abuse and

discrimination purely on grounds of their ethnicity.

The tireless work of anti-racist campaigners has helped

reduce the worst cases of racial abuse. But a backlash

against black players who missed penalties for England

in the Euro 2020 final has showed that there is still

some way to go in overcoming discrimination.
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On a hot July evening in 2021, families up and down the country

sat down to watch England take on Italy in the final of Euro 2020.

Fans had waited more than half a century to see their team reach

a major final and football fever gripped the nation.

After battling it out for 120 minutes,

the two sides were tied and faced each

other in a penalty shoot-out. Fans

watched nervously – everyone knew

England’s terrible record in penalty

shoot-outs, but desperately hoped this

time the team could win.

Among the brave penalty takers were

three black players,

Marcus Rashford

,

Bukayo Saka

and

Jadon Sancho

. Sadly,

all three missed – and a tournament

that had brought the country together

ended in heartbreak.

Rashford, Saka and Sancho had been

inspirational in helping their team

reach the final, but now they were

subjected to a torrent of hateful racist

abuse. Some online abusers posted

emojis of monkeys and bananas, a

disgusting insult suggesting black

people are closer to animals than

to humans.

Watching England reach the final

showed us how football can be a force

for good. The team’s success inspired

feelings of joy and togetherness,

but the manner of their defeat also

revealed deep-seated racist attitudes

in a minority of the population.

Before the tournament started, the

England players insisted on ‘taking

the knee’

– an anti-racist gesture that

originated in 2013 from the Black Lives

Matter movement (see page 117) in the

United States.

Get out of my country!

...ruined it for us.

Our Heroes

Stand Tall
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“

By reporting these

comments to the police,

by driving out the hate

and being kind to one another,

we will win. Love always wins.

”

Striker

Marcus Rashford

has a mural in his

home city of Manchester, a tribute to his work

campaigning against racism and on behalf of

underprivileged children. Sickeningly, it was

vandalised after his penalty miss. However, the

haters didn’t have the final word – hundreds of

people left heart-warming messages of support

By continuing to speak out against

racism, the England team –

backed by their manager Gareth

Southgate – became standard-

bearers in British sport for the

fight against discrimination.

Wall of HONOUR

Bukayo Saka

Gary Lineker –

Match Of The Day

presenter

“

The reaction of the England players

following the racist abuse has been

measured, intelligent and dignified. These

young men are a fine example to all of us.

Proud of each and every one of them.

”

“

I can take critique of

my performance all day

long... but I will never

apologise for who I am and

where I came from.

”

Marcus Rashford

on the artwork, and well-known public figures

also leapt to the defence of the England players.
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14

The Football

Revolution

In 1992, the creation of the English Premier League kicked off a

revolution in English football. Before then, the top clubs played in

the first division of the Football League. Grounds were often shabby

and even unsafe, while fan violence was a constant threat and racial

abuse on the terraces aimed at black players was commonplace.

The clubs in the newly formed Premier

League attracted the most fans and

brought in money from TV revenue.

This newfound wealth drew the best

players, while government grants

funded stadium renovations, and as

hooligans were driven out, campaigns

to stamp out racism began to take off.

Players from ethnic minority

backgrounds had gradually been

increasing in the old first division. But

now, as players from across the globe

flocked to join the Premier League,

their numbers soared. Other leagues

couldn

’

t compete financially, so they

mainly recruited players from their

own countries. England, with its strong

international links and big salaries, was

the place to be for players from across

the world.

Although the English game has always

been popular with fans overseas,

the Premier League increased that

appeal. Viewers are drawn by its

diversity as well as the quality of the

football. Players from more than a

hundred nations have taken part, and

the number of British ethnic minority

players has also risen consistently
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French striker

Thierry Henry,

of

Caribbean descent, was an Arsenal

star between 1999 and 2007.

The team went an entire league

season undefeated in 2003/04 and

earned the name The Invincibles.

South Korean midfielder

Park Ji

Sung

joined Manchester United in

2005 and was the first Asian player

to win the Champions League in

2008. He endured racial chants from

the terraces, but rose above them to

deliver some stellar performances.

Defender

Trent Alexander-Arnold

had won both the Premier League

(2022) and Champions League

(2019) with Liverpool by the time he

was 21. He is a powerful symbol for

the city’s large black community,

which is the oldest in Britain.

with each passing season. With more

than 200 countries broadcasting the

matches, the Premier League has

the largest television audience in the

world, which helps to make it the

richest football league in the world.

War on racism

Despite all the progress made in the

past 30 years, the shadow of racism

sadly continues to loom over the

game. Shockingly, there has been a

50 per cent rise in football-related

racist incidents reported to the police

in England and Wales in recent years.

The Premier League itself has

encouraged supporters to report

incidents to the police, joining forces

with organisations such as The Football

Association (The FA), Kick It Out,

Show Racism The Red Card, and The

Professional Footballers’ Association

(PFA). Together, they help to educate

young people about the importance

of diversity and the need to speak out

when confronted with prejudice.

The creation of the Premier League has

concentrated money and power

in the hands of the top clubs, which

many believe is unfair. But to their

credit, clubs such as Manchester City,

Manchester United and Liverpool

have used their power and influence

to help fight discrimination. Many

ethnic minority players have achieved

their footballing ambitions and

become role models in the fight

against racism.
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Manchester City and

England footballer

Raheem Sterling is a three-

time Premiership winner and

among the most exciting

players of his generation.

He is also a leading light

in the fight against

discrimination.

Born in Kingston, Jamaica,

Sterling was just two when his

dad, Phillip, was shot dead in

an area of the city plagued by

drugs and gangland violence. It

was a defining moment for the

youngster, and growing up he

vowed he would never touch a gun.

When Sterling was five, the

family moved to London, settling

in a tough neighbourhood in

Neasden, close to Wembley

Stadium. He and his sister, Lakima,

were brought up by their mum,

Nadine. The pair sometimes got up

at 5am to help their mum do her

cleaning jobs, as the family struggled

to make ends meet.

Raheem

STERLING
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