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INTRODUCTION


Birds are curious creatures. Some are dazzlingly beautiful and others just plain  


weird looking. Some are common; others are endangered and need our protection to 


survive. Some are so shy they are rarely seen and little is known about them, while others 


show no fear of humans and can recognise individual faces. Some are sneaky, some are 


artistic, some make and use tools, some can learn to talk and some are even poisonous!


I wrote this book because I’ve long been fascinated by the numerous strange birds in our 


world. Birds are my favourite animals to draw and I am thrilled to be able to dedicate a 


whole book to drawing such remarkable creatures. As an artist, I am attracted to the most 


unusual looking birds — the ugly ones as well as the bizarrely beautiful. But beyond their 


looks, I wanted to find out which birds are the biggest, which fly the fastest, which ones 


have the longest feathers, the longest beak, the longest legs. I knew of several birds I 


wanted to include, but the process of researching led me down many new paths and so I 


have included a few I hadn’t even heard of before.


In this book you’ll find colourful feathers alongside peculiar beaks, beady eyes and 


funny-coloured feet. You’ll read of dangerous birds, clever birds, fast birds, awkward 


birds, silly birds, massive birds and tiny birds. You’ll laugh at their odd hairdos, marvel 


attheir remarkable hunting skills and admire their wild mating dances. Most of all, you’ll 


learn that birds are awesome and deserve our love, care and respect.


This is a book for bird lovers. If you are not one already, I hope that after reading this 


you’ll join me in my love of curious birds.
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SOUTHERN 


CASSOWARY


The most dangerous bird alive


Location: Tropical forests and 



wetlands of northern Australia  


Lifespan: 19 years



Height: 1.5–2 m



Conservation status: 


Endangered


There are three species of cassowary and the southern cassowary is the largest,  


making it the second heaviest bird in the world after the ostrich.   


Cassowaries are flightless and one of the closest living species to dinosaurs, with a 


serious reputation as the world’s most dangerous bird. They are reclusive and shy, but 


become territorial when threatened — especially the females, which are larger, more 


brightly coloured and more aggressive than the males. The kick of a cassowary is what 


makes it so dangerous. Each foot has a dagger-like middle claw that can grow up to ten 


centimetres long and can slice open a potential predator with one swift kick. Cassowaries 


are also excellent swimmers and fast runners, their powerful legs helping them run at  


50 kilometres an hour and jump two metres in the air. 


Cassowaries communicate using many sounds – they hiss,  


whistle, clap their bills and make a deep, rumbling boom that  


is the lowest known call of any living bird. The call is so low  


that it can barely be heard by humans.


Cassowaries are generally solitary creatures, only coming together to breed.  


Once she lays her eggs, the female cassowary leaves and it is the male who incubates 


them. He stays with the eggs for 50 days, rarely eating or drinking.  


After they hatch, the male raises the chicks until they are almost  


fully grown, at around ten months old.  
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RIBBON


-


TAILED 


ASTRAPIA


The ribbon twirler


Location: Central highlands of  



Papua New Guinea


Weight: 102–165 g



Length: 30–35 cm  
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