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Did you know that we are not alone? Goblins live in our world too … unseen by us. But they love singing and their secrets can be caught, floating through the air. The familiar sound of a blustery wind, the shushing of the sea, the shiver of leaves are the songs and stories of the Music Goblins. They are excellent musicians: blowing, plucking, stamping and chewing their instruments with enthusiasm.
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I have studied goblins for many years and come to realize that I should share all I know with you, in case something should happen to me. Occasionally I have been caught snooping on them, and goblins don’t like that. They like to play tricks. And trust me when I say that goblin tricks are not fun. I’ll just say sausages for toes and leave it at that.

 

Over the years I have made notes about five goblin clans in particular: Stone Goblins, Tree Goblins, Puddle Goblins, Shadow Goblins and Ghost Goblins. Read quickly, and speak softly – share these stories if you will, but only with those you can trust. The wrong word in the wrong ear may have you waking up one day with sausages for toes.

 

Don’t say I didn’t warn you!



 


[image: images]



 








Introducing the Stone Goblins
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When Snilbog is thinking he believes others see him like this (“The Thinker”):
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… but really, he just looks as if he needs the loo. Loves to salute

Chief Cheesyfeet and Cartey.





A FEW FACTS ABOUT
STONE GOBLINS
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HABITAT






	Dark, smelly caves or tunnels, depending on size of clan. Anywhere big enough to store as many stones as possible.





	 






	
[image: images]


CHARACTERISTICS






	Love stones, an essential part of everyday life.
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SLEEPING HABITS






	Always sleep with their stone – it’s better than a best friend!
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STONE-CARRYING TECHNIQUES
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THE TUMMY HUGGER
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THE BACK BREAKER
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THE PLONKER







	
THE ART OF HUNTING, COOKING AND EATING

Like all goblins, Stone Goblins will eat just about anything – as long as it is small enough to be “splodged” by a stone.

 

 

Tea-time Tip:

The Mushroom

(in 4 easy steps)
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Stalk the unsuspecting mushroom by use of cunning camouflage. Pretend not to see the mushroom. A happy mushroom is easier to catch.
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Prepare the stone, being careful not to alarm mushroom.
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Place the stone on the mushroom, making sure the weight is enough to disarm the vegetable – you never know, it may try to fight back.
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Turn stone over, thus creating a table. Make yourself comfortable, breathe hot fetid breath on mushroom for one minute (the cooking bit) and suck up with a straw.
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PRESSING






	 





	This goblin was caught making daisy chains, foolish thing. To teach him better manners, a heavy stone is “pressed” down on him. Three goblins will stand on top of the stone for at least five minutes. The stone is then lifted and planted. The goblin will remain stuck to the stone for all to see – as a reminder of his silly behaviour. He will eventually slide to the floor. This usually takes no more than a day. Whilst he’s waiting to peel away it gives us a chance to take a closer look at the typical Stone Goblin.
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