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Introduction


If animals could talk, the ones in this book would be able 


to tell you how they met some of the most famous people 


on the planet and witnessed moments in history that 


changed the world forever. 


These animals were companions and beloved pets, working animals 


and exotic curiosities. They shared their lives with people from the past: 


heroes and villains, the rich and powerful, as well as the very poor. 


The following pages are a chance to see and hear about their 


extraordinary, exciting real-life adventures and to visit 


everywhere from ancient Egypt to outer space.















The Human Story 


Starts Here


TANZANIA · 200,000 bce


Our greatest enemies used to be lions and leopards. They’re quick and 


they attack without warning. But now . . . now there are much more 


dangerous creatures roaming these plains: humans. We animals are 


fast, but humans are so cunning. So dangerous. They hunt as 


a team. Climbing the trees and hiding in the branches. They 


attack us as we pass beneath in search of food and water. 


They’re our biggest threat. So shhhhh . . .
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Around 11,000 years ago, in a part of the Middle 


East called Mesopotamia, people first began to 


settle in villages and towns. The soil was rich and 


fertile, good for growing crops, so the nomads 


became farmers. Animals such as antelope were 


seen as prey, but the farmers began taming 


animals that could be useful. Over the next few 


thousand years they learned to keep goats, 


sheep, cattle, pigs and geese. These animals 


provided milk, meat and eggs, as well as skins 


and wool for clothing. In other parts of the 


world, horses became an important means of 


transport, and cattle were used to pull ploughs 


that helped the farmers grow the food.


 


Reliable evidence shows that the first humans, our ancestors, lived in Africa. 


They weren’t farmers, so they didn’t keep animals or grow crops. Instead, they 


foraged in groups, looking for edible plants and eating meat from dead animals. 


They learned how to hunt together and use spears for catching fish and 


killing larger animals, such as antelope.


 Early humans were nomads, which means they moved around to find the 


food they needed to survive, making camps or finding shelter as they went. 


They slowly wandered through North Africa and into Asia and Europe. 


This gradual migration happened over many thousands of years. 
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