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Although every effort was made to make sure the information in this book was accurate when going to press, research was impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and things may have changed since the time of writing. Be sure to confirm specific details, like opening hours, closures, and travel guidelines and restrictions, when making your travel plans. For more detailed information, see click here.
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It’s not unusual to think of the Pacific Northwest as green and lush. But you must tour the entire region to truly appreciate how many shades of the color blanket this corner of the world.


There’s the deep evergreen of Douglas fir trees and the dusty pale green of rainforest moss. The electric green of Seattle’s hometown sports jerseys. A green ethos keeps Portland running on bicycle power and compost. And then there is all that green cash that companies like Starbucks, Nike, Amazon, and others bring to the region. And envy? It seems like everyone’s jealous of the great Pacific Northwest; population growth is off the charts.


Between nature and culture, every possible shade of green appears in the Pacific Northwest. The best way to see the treasures of Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia is to follow the roads connecting vibrant cities like Seattle, Vancouver, and Portland with the wild green places in between—an untamed coast, a deep forest, and a legendary mountain (or two).
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10 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Commune with Ancient Trees: Walk among ancient, moss-covered sentinels in the Hoh Rain Forest and Grove of the Patriarchs.
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2 Peer Beyond the Horizon: From the top of Seattle’s iconic Space Needle, the view stretches from the mountains toward the ocean and on to forever.








[image: image]



3 Dine Around the World: In the international port city of Vancouver, there’s an excellent variety of flavors to try.
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4 Shop the Markets: Wander the aisles of Portland’s famous farmers market or stop by Seattle’s bustling, popular Pike Place.
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5 Paddle Seattle’s Waterways: Inviting waters surround every Seattle neighborhood.
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6 Walk the Wildflower Meadows: There’s a reason that the open fields around Mount Rainier National Park’s main visitor area are called Paradise.
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7 Take Tea with Style: The classic mini-meal of treats and fragrant tea is served in the Fairmont Empress Hotel in the center of historic Victoria.
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8 Sample Portland’s Brews: Hop between breweries in a town that loves its creative and sometimes off-the-wall beermakers.
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9 Visit Neah Bay: Learn about the vibrant culture of the Makah people who live along Neah Bay, isolated between mountain and ocean.
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10 Catch Your Dinner: Dunk a crab pot into the chilly waters of the Oregon coast to catch its bounty, or let the experts do it—and cook it—for you.






PLANNING YOUR TRIP



Where to Go


Seattle


The future is waiting around every corner of this waterfront city—from the towering Space Needle to the collection of spacecraft at the Museum of Flight. Wake early for the Seattle Art Museum and bustling Pike Place Market, but prepare to stay up late for farm-to-table dining and a diverse selection of live music.


Vancouver


Mountains tower over Vancouver, Canada—so close that Grouse Mountain skiers practically slide down next to the city’s skyscrapers. Bike or walk around downtown’s Stanley Park, browse the wares on offer at the Granville Island Public Market, and take in some Olympic history with a day trip to Whistler. At night, sample the myriad options on offer from Vancouver’s international culinary scene.


[image: Image]


Victoria


Victoria may be only a short ferry ride away, at the tip of Vancouver Island, but a visit here feels like crossing the pond to Britain. This is the capital of British Columbia, and a tour of the British Columbia Parliament Buildings provides a primer on the parliamentary system of government. Enjoy the delicate elegance of afternoon tea in the Fairmont Empress Hotel as it holds court over Victoria’s Inner Harbour, and then visit The Butchart Gardens, a world-class garden housed in an old quarry.


Olympic Peninsula


Washington’s “green thumb” is a promontory of land rich in natural features. Olympic National Park is home to Hurricane Ridge, with its sweeping ridgetop vistas, and the verdant mists of the Hoh Rain Forest. The peninsula’s beaches and bays stretch from the town of Port Angeles to Neah Bay and continue down the coast.


Oregon Coast


Driving down U.S. 101, it seems like the beaches of the Oregon Coast never end. From Astoria, the sand stretches for miles past Cannon Beach and Yaquina Bay. Along the way, follow the footsteps of Lewis and Clark at Fort Clatsop, explore the tide pools at Haystack Rock, and nibble bites of cheese at the Tillamook Creamery.


Portland


Few cities have more personality than Portland. Each small block is packed with unique shops, creative eateries, tasty brewpubs, and residents biking across the bridges between them. Stop and smell the roses that line the International Rose Test Garden (one of the world’s largest) in Washington Park, gaze in awe at the Pittock Mansion’s three-story staircase, and wander amid the giant playground that is the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry.
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Sol Duc Falls on Olympic Peninsula
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the Space Needle
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First Nations totem poles in Vancouver’s Stanley Park







Best Rainy-Day Distractions


It doesn’t rain every day in the Pacific Northwest, but it could. Fortunately there are plenty of ways to have fun indoors.


[image: image] Pike Place Market: Seattle put its farmers market under a roof, so even the famous flying fish are covered.


[image: image] Seattle Art Museum: Several floors of galleries and free public tours offer shelter at this downtown museum.


[image: image] Museum of History and Industry: Follow Seattle’s historic rise to tech giant, and then check the weather through the working periscope.


[image: image] Vancouver Police Museum: A gray day sets the mood for murder exhibits in the city’s old morgue.


[image: image] University of British Columbia Museum of Anthropology: Tall windows provide sanctuary in the museum’s airy totem pole gallery.


[image: image] Fairmont Empress Hotel: Warm up with the hotel’s famous Afternoon Tea and linger over your mini meal.


[image: image] Northwest Maritime Center: Watch craftspeople build wooden boats inside a warm boat shop.


[image: image] Hoh Rain Forest: Don’t hide from the rain—embrace it in the thick forest of Olympic National Park.


[image: image] Tillamook Creamery: How many cheese samples can you eat at once?


[image: image] Oregon Coast Aquarium: There are plenty of creatures in the touch tanks to take up a whole afternoon.


[image: image] Pittock Mansion: The historical home of a Portland luminary is crammed with beautiful antique furnishings.


[image: image] Oregon Museum of Science and Industry: Seek shelter inside a submarine that sits in the Willamette River.
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Oregon Museum of Science and Industry





[image: image] Paradise Inn: The giant fireplaces inside this historical hotel provide plenty of warmth.





Mount Rainier


When “The Mountain” is out, it’s one of the most spectacular sights in the Northwest—a giant dotted with glaciers and flanked by wildflower meadows. Stop at the Jackson Visitor Center in the aptly named Paradise, or spend the night at the historical Paradise Inn. Add a side trip to Mount St. Helens and drive up to the Johnston Ridge Observatory for a firsthand look at where the mountain blew in 1980.


When to Go


If there’s one thing you can depend on in the Pacific Northwest, it’s that you can’t depend on the weather. The region is known for rain, but it doesn’t fall in regular intervals. Summer is the driest and sunniest season. Occasionally temperatures can soar above 90 degrees, and the lack of widespread air-conditioning can make it uncomfortable; recent years have seen distant forest fire smoke descend on the city. Fall can vary between brisk, beautiful days and soggy, gray ones. Winter rarely brings much snow outside of the mountains and passes (but when it does snow in the city, stay off the streets). Mountain roads, such as those around Mount Rainier, are prone to seasonal closures and may require chains in winter months. Spring is often the rainiest time of year, but it doesn’t tend to pour in the region—instead, expect drizzles with the occasional shower. (Sometimes it’s even sunny!) In general, when the rain falls in the region it’s of this gentler variety—which is why you’ll notice the locals make do with hats and hoodies rather than umbrellas, and don’t tend to let it stop them from getting out and about.


Before You Go


It’s nice to leave room for the unexpected in a trip to the Pacific Northwest, but some things should be arranged in advance. International visitors will most likely need a visa, though Canadian neighbors can make due with only their passport. Residents of a country other than the United States or Canada should know in advance if they plan to cross the border on their trip. Most visitors will enter through the international airports in Seattle, Portland, or Vancouver; all have some form of public transportation running to the center of town, but not all run 24 hours.
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Portland waterfront
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Mount Rainier
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the Oregon Coast from Oswald West State Park





Hotels in big cities like Seattle and Portland can fill quickly during popular times: the middle of summer, winter holidays, and around big conventions and sporting events. Given the limited accommodations in smaller towns on the Olympic Peninsula and Oregon Coast, sellouts are possible. Campgrounds that take reservations are likely to fill up in advance during the summer, as are big national park or mountain lodges. Rental cars are less in danger of being completely out of stock, but train and bus tickets are also best reserved in advance. Ferry reservations in Washington and British Columbia should be arranged as soon as travel plans are set; the former releases availability in batches (only for San Juan Island and Victoria trips; the rest of the Puget Sound ferries don’t take advance bookings).
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Washington State Ferry





As for attractions and dining, book ahead only if you need to ensure availability at a certain time, or have your heart set on a particular fine dining restaurant. Tickets for sporting events like professional football and even soccer should also be scheduled in advance. Otherwise, once you’ve secured the bones of a Pacific Northwest trip, there’s lots of room to explore, improvise, and discover things along the way.


Driving Tips


It’s best to use headlights even during the day to appear visible to approaching vehicles. Also take care to watch for animals on the road, because hitting a deer at high speeds can be lethal to the driver as well as the deer. Passing is discouraged except in very open areas, and on roads that travel uphill there are often passing lanes built in to keep drivers safer.


Mountain roads, such as those around Mount Rainier, are especially prone to seasonal closures and may legally require snow chains in winter months. However, this is only an issue on roads that climb to high elevations and isn’t a problem on I-5 or coastal roads.


Take note of your gas-tank level on all roads other than interstates, though large regions without services are often signed. In the Pacific Northwest, it’s very important to have working windshield wipers—you’ll encounter rain in every season here, and driving is impossible without them. Also locate your bright lights in advance of needing them, as they may be necessary in cases of fog or on rural highways without streetlights.



HIT THE ROAD



Circle the Pacific Northwest in this two-week drive. Start in Seattle, Washington, and head north to Vancouver, British Columbia. After a brief stop in Victoria, ferry over to the Olympic Peninsula and drive down the Oregon Coast. Loop inland to Portland, and then head north with stops at Mount St. Helens and Mount Rainier before returning to Seattle. Alternatively, start in Portland or Vancouver and follow the loop from there.


For directions on each leg of the trip, see the Getting to sections in each chapter and notes on where to stop in between.


The 14-Day Best of the Pacific Northwest


Days 1-2


SEATTLE


Spend two days visiting the many sides of Seattle (see details and suggestions on). Wander the city’s bustling downtown, watch the fish fly at Pike Place Market, spot volcanoes from atop the Space Needle, and indulge in one of Capitol Hill’s restaurants. Add a day trip to the winemaking hub of Woodinville, or hop a ferry to see more of sparkling Puget Sound.


Days 3-5: Vancouver


SEATTLE TO VANCOUVER


141 MI/227 KM, 3 HR


Head north on I-5 to Vancouver, British Columbia. Leave plenty of time for delays at the Peace Arch border crossing between the United States and Canada because lanes back up on weekends and holidays.


Spend two days exploring downtown Vancouver (see details and suggestions on), a city that gleams with glassy skyscraper. Bike around sprawling, waterfront Stanley Park, tour the city’s Olympic sights, and drive north of the city to ride the tram up the green Grouse Mountain that shoots up above the sea-level city. Add a day trip to the craggy mountains of Whistler and make reservations for tomorrow’s ferry to Victoria.


Day 6: Victoria


VANCOUVER TO VICTORIA


113 KM/70 MI, 3 HR


From Vancouver, drive 35 kilometers (22 miles) south on Highway 99 to the Tsawwassen ferry terminal and board the B.C. Ferry to Victoria. The 90-minute boat trip across the gray, usually calm waters of the Salish Sea arrives in Swartz Bay. Follow Highway 17 for 32 kilometers (20 miles) south to Victoria. It’s a quick trip into the small historic city, though traffic can build in the early morning.


Explore Victoria’s Inner Harbour (see details and suggestions on). Reserve an Afternoon Tea at the stately, old Fairmont Empress Hotel, take the Harbour Ferry to Fisherman’s Wharf for a fresh bite of fish, and cap the night in bustling Chinatown and its historical Fan Tan Alley.


Days 7-8: Olympic Peninsula


VICTORIA TO FORKS


80 MI/129 KM, 3 HR


Take the Black Ball Ferry Line across the Strait of Juan de Fuca, arriving in gritty Port Angeles, Washington. Follow U.S. 101 west as it passes through Olympic National Park, a park that manages to hold both ocean beaches and a mountain range. Take care on the two-lane highway, as trucks and cars alike can speed on the tight turns.


Spend at least one day enjoying the verdant wonders of Olympic National Park (see details and suggestions on). Stop at Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center for sweeping views, and then spend the night at sparkling (but very cold!) Lake Crescent or continue south to the fishing town of Forks. Day two brings quick access to the crashing waves at La Push, or explore the park’s lush, green Hoh Rain Forest and Lake Quinault, home of historically large trees.




Best Roadside Attractions


A drive across the Pacific Northwest is beautiful, but the best part of any trip is the strange or unusual stop that breaks up a day on the road.


[image: image] Taylor Shellfish Farms: Oysters and clams are some of the region’s best delicacies, and this outpost of one of the region’s biggest purveyors is close to where they’re harvested.


[image: image] Chateau Ste. Michelle: Woodinville’s biggest winery is inside a French-style chateau surrounded by green lawns ripe for picnicking.


[image: image] Deception Pass State Park: Cross from Puget Sound’s Whidbey Island to the mainland over a dramatic chasm, and then visit a tiny museum that celebrates the workers that built the classic park structures.


[image: image] Capilano Suspension Bridge: Dare to look down from the swinging wooden structure or tree houses just outside Vancouver.


[image: image] The Butchart Gardens: An old quarry has become a lush series of gardens, complete with a winter skating rink and boat tours.
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The Butchart Gardens





[image: image] Port Gamble: The site of an old lumber town has become a quaint village with manicured lawns, a church, and a reputation for ghosts.


[image: image] Makah Museum: This cultural center celebrates the Indigenous people who live in a remote corner of the Olympic Peninsula.


[image: image] Olympia Farmers Market: The capital city’s food and craft market is right on the waterfront, near lumberyards and marinas.


[image: image] Pelican Pub & Brewery: Leave U.S. 101 for a tiny town on Cape Kiwanda, where you can enjoy a locally brewed beer right on the beach.


[image: image] Sea Lion Caves: Ride an elevator down into a cavern crowded with barking sea lions.


[image: image] Edgefield: This hotel property includes a brewery, movie theater, golf course, and music venues.


[image: image] Northwest Trek Wildlife Park: At this wildlife preserve, bison, elk, and bobcats are nursed back to health.







Best Hikes


Vancouver


[image: image] Grouse Grind: The haul up Vancouver’s city ski mountain is a challenge to the lungs and legs, but it comes with plenty of summit rewards.


Olympic Peninsula


[image: image] Mount Storm King: Brave some elevation gain through Olympic forest to reach lookout buildings with Lake Crescent views.


[image: image] Sol Duc Falls: One of the classic waterfalls of the famously lush Olympic Peninsula is just a short loop from the trailhead.


[image: image] Hoh River Trail to Glacier Meadows: Charge into the rain forest on a flat route along one of the Northwest’s most picturesque rivers.


Oregon Coast


[image: image] Devil’s Churn: The wild Pacific waves turn a section of Cape Perpetua into a frothing, active cauldron of seawater.


[image: image] Hobbit Trail: Reach the sands of the Oregon coastline through a magical, short hike that recalls a fantasy landscape.


Mount Rainier




[image: Image]


hikers in Mount Rainier National Park





[image: image] Skyline Trail: Take the first steps up giant Mount Rainier through alpine meadows, with views of the peak’s giant glaciers.


[image: image] Grove of the Patriarchs: A suspension bridge links sections of a flat and easy ramble through the Rainier area’s biggest trees.


[image: image] Eruption Trail: The gaping crater of Mount St. Helens provides a backdrop to an educational walk through volcanic rock and wildflowers that thrive in the ashy dirt.
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Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall







[image: image]

Grouse Mountain Skyride tram










[image: Image]


Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area






Day 9: Olympic Peninsula to the Oregon Coast



FORKS TO ASTORIA


185 MI/298 KM, 4 HR


It’s a long trip on U.S. 101 from Forks down to Astoria on the Oregon Coast, so start early. Traffic is less likely to be an issue, but any small backup or accident on the road can cause problems. From the small city, look toward the ocean to see the mighty Columbia River meet the Pacific. Plan to arrive in Astoria in time for a casual dinner in the industrial waterfront town.


Day 10: Oregon Coast


ASTORIA TO FLORENCE


183 MI/295 KM, 4.5 HR


This simple drive down the Oregon Coast follows U.S. 101 south, though there are forests, beaches, cute towns, and roadside oddities to see along the way (see details and suggestions on). Stop for lunch on the sand in Cannon Beach, visit the aquarium in Newport, or take a sand dune tour in Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area. Exploring the quieter Three Capes Loop will add extra time (and 50 miles) to this leg of the trip.


Days 11-12: Portland


FLORENCE TO PORTLAND


173 MI/278 KM, 3 HR


Leave sleepy Florence early, following U.S. 126 east for 56 miles to I-5. Take I-5 north for 115 miles to Portland. You’ll roll into the city just after the morning traffic jams.


You can see a lot of the quirky, walkable blocks of Portland in two days (see details and suggestions on). Spend one day exploring downtown sights such as Powell’s City of Books and the South Park Blocks. On day two, cross the Willamette River to visit the uber-cool southeast neighborhoods and the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry.


Day 13: Mount Rainier


PORTLAND TO MOUNT RAINIER


137 MI/220 KM, 2.5 HR


Leave Portland early (before rush-hour traffic). Head north on I-5, then take U.S. 12 east for 30 miles. At Morton, follow Highway 7 north for 15 miles to Highway 706. Turn east and take Highway 706 to Mount Rainier’s woodsy Nisqually Entrance.


Spend the day hiking through wildflower meadows at Paradise, or enjoy a scenic drive through the national park to Sunrise (see details and suggestions on).


Day 14: Return to Seattle


MOUNT RAINIER TO SEATTLE


86 MI/138 KM, 2 HR


In summer, head north out of the national park on Highway 410, driving through a canyon of forest to Enumclaw and back to Seattle. When the roads are closed, exit back through the Nisqually Entrance on Highway 706 toward Ashford and circle back to I-5 and Seattle.


Options for Shorter Trips


SEATTLE TO VANCOUVER


Hit the region’s two biggest cities in a short road trip. Start in artsy Seattle and spend two days exploring the downtown sights. Drive north on I-5, stopping in bucolic Whidbey Island or the tiny, quixotic towns of Bow and Edison. Arrive in Vancouver and enjoy some outdoorsy side trips to the mountains north of the city or to Whistler for hiking, biking, skiing or sightseeing.


PORTLAND LOOP


An easy loop from Portland includes the best of both city and nature. Spend two days discovering Portland’s neighborhood gems, and then take I-5 north into Washington and drive 44 miles to Longview. At Longview, jog west on Highway 432 to U.S. 30, through rural, rolling hills, and continue 45 miles to Astoria on the coast. Spend a day or two following U.S. 101 south along the coast with stops to walk on the beach or watch whales. At Newport, take U.S. 20 east for about 63 miles to the towns of Corvallis and Albany, where it meets up with I-5. From Albany, follow I-5 north for 70 miles to return to Portland.




Best Scenic Drives


[image: image] Vancouver to Whistler: Leave Vancouver behind and follow Highway 99, the Sea to Sky Highway, as it traces Horseshoe Bay in tight turns before climbing into steep mountains.


[image: image] Hurricane Ridge: From Port Angeles, ascend Hurricane Ridge Road through thick Olympic National Park forest before rising to the alpine meadows of Hurricane Ridge.


[image: image] Astoria to Manzanita: Cross the dramatic Astoria-Megler Bridge, over freight barges entering the Columbia River, then drive south down U.S. 101 along the dramatic Oregon Coast.




[image: Image]


Astoria-Megler Bridge





[image: image] Paradise Road: The road from the Nisqually Entrance of Mount Rainier National Park to the visitor hub at Paradise is a slow trek through thick trees past the historical buildings of Longmire and with frequent stops for wildlife, waterfalls, and mountain vistas.







Best Brewpubs and Taprooms


Seattle


RHEIN HAUS


The bocce courts are always active and the beer steins always overflowing at this Bavarian-themed beer garden in Seattle.




[image: Image]


Rhein Haus beer garden





[image: image] Best known for: A single potato spiraled into a giant potato chip


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Manny’s Pale Ale, a local favorite tucked among German beers


Vancouver


GRANVILLE ISLAND BREWING


Tucked into Vancouver’s waterfront arts and culture hub, this brewery crafts one of British Columbia’s most popular brands of beer.


[image: image] Best known for: Being Canada’s first microbrewery, and still one of its favorites


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: West Coast IPA, a classic for the region with three kinds of hops


Victoria


CANOE BREWPUB


The Victoria brewer offers waterfront views and welcomes children much of the day, all in a historical brick building downtown. The brewery also hosts live music three nights a week.


[image: image] Best known for: Crystal chandeliers overhead as you drink


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Amber, a malty beer with an English attitude


Olympic Peninsula


FISH TALE BREWPUB:


In Olympia, a town once synonymous with a cheap, fairly light beer, a new generation of thoughtful brewers is creating organic ales and creative ciders, all served next to their striking mural-covered building.


[image: image] Best known for: Organic beers that win awards


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Wild Salmon Organic Pale Ale, which claims to be from the (imaginary) Republic of Cascadia


Oregon Coast


FORT GEORGE BREWERY AND PUBLIC HOUSE


This brewer set up shop in an old service station, often hosts big public events, and likes to bring a sense of humor to brewpub decor and beer names.


[image: image] Best known for: An imposing old brewhouse that stands out in an already-historic city.


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Cavatica Stout, named for the spider in Charlotte’s Web.


PELICAN PUB & BREWERY


Catch some salt air at this beachfront brewery in Pacific City, with a thorough menu of both pours and food options.


[image: image] Best known for: Brewhouse tables where you can get sand in your shoes as you drink


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Kiwanda Pre-Prohibition Cream Ale, a light pour to offset the Cape Kiwanda’s big storms


ROGUE ALES BREWERY


One of Oregon’s most popular beers is made here in Newport.


[image: image] Best known for: A cheeky business style and a (PG-13) naked photo in the brewhouse


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: CBD Seltzer, made with CBD Oil (or, Marionberry Sour, a tart celebration of a berry born in Oregon)


Portland


WIDMER BROTHERS BREWING COMPANY


The pioneers of Oregon’s beer scene combine od and new styles.


[image: image] Best known for: Starting the beer craze and continuing to lead it


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Hefe, perhaps America’s first hefeweizen


HOPWORKS URBAN BREWERY


Green practices and organic brewing give this bike-friendly beer spot an upbeat do-gooder vibe.


[image: image] Best known for: A bike repair table and patrons who came here via two wheels


[image: image] Don’t-miss brew: Abominable Winter Ale, packed with cozy flavors
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Highlights


S Pike Place Market: Fish are tossed through the air with the greatest of ease, but that’s not this bustling farmers market’s only famous seller—a little coffee shop called Starbucks started here in 1971 (click here).


S Seattle Art Museum: A 48-foot-tall Hammering Man sculpture stands at the entryway to this collection of world-class art. (click here).


[image: Image]


S Olympic Sculpture Park: Giant art pieces by Alexander Calder and Richard Serra fit into the many terraces and levels of this waterfront space that used to be an oil transfer facility (click here).


S Space Needle: Seattle’s retro emblem may date back to the city’s 1962 World’s Fair, but the views are timeless (click here).


S Museum of History and Industry: Ensconced in an old art deco armory building on Lake Union are city artifacts (like the city’s favorite beer sign), a working periscope, and a flag made out of petticoats (click here).


S Museum of Flight: The giant building abuts an airfield and has planes of every type, including an old Air Force One and a space shuttle replica you can walk through—plus astronaut ice cream in the gift shop (click here).


S Volunteer Park: Designed by the same visionaries that laid out New York City’s Central Park, the city’s prettiest green space crams lawns, fountains, a conservatory, an art museum, and a castle-like tower into only 48.3 acres (click here).





More than half a century has passed since a World’s Fair transformed this Northwestern port into a global city. Just look at the Space Needle for evidence of Seattle’s endless optimism and vision.


Built on a bumpy series of hills between a lake and a bay, Seattle has grown into a mature metropolis.


The vibe is more about achievement than status; it’s not cool to work so hard that you can’t, say, kayak a little before dinner or jam with your folk rock quartet on the weekend. A healthy arts and music scene has grown beyond Seattle’s rush of ’90s grunge. But never fear—the city hasn’t completely moved beyond its youthful exuberance. It’s still the home of the bustling coffee shop and the ambitious start-up. Creative energy explodes from tech minds, performers, and chefs who, like the Space Needle, reach for the stars.


Evidence of past success is around every corner in Seattle. Starbucks, once a tiny coffee shop near Pike Place Market, occupies downtown with the same ubiquity it’s achieved around the world. The online bookstore turned tech monolith, Amazon, has colonized the South Lake Union neighborhood and helped turn its forgotten blocks into a bustling cultural center. There are signs everywhere not only of Microsoft—it began here and is headquartered just outside town—but also of the entities it helped build, like the campus of the philanthropic Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Paul Allen’s football stadium and music museum.


Most of the country lies to the east of Seattle, but the city faces west toward Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean. With just enough history to build considerable civic pride, there’s enough optimism to look to the horizon—or perhaps just to the sunsets that illuminate the Olympic Mountains on clear nights. Sure, it rains sometimes, but it makes the beautiful days all the sweeter.


Getting to Seattle


Driving from Vancouver


141 MI/227 KM, 3 HR


The drive from Vancouver to Seattle takes about 2.5 hours, though border delays can vary. Leave downtown Vancouver by taking Granville Street south over Granville Bridge. Continue south on Highway 99 through the residential neighborhoods of greater Vancouver. Despite the frequent stoplights, traffic moves quickly outside of rush hours.


[image: Image]


[image: Image]


Follow Highway 99 south as it turns left on Park Drive and then south on Oak Street. Highway 99 crosses the Oak Street Bridge to become the Vancouver-Blaine Highway through the Richmond suburbs. Speeds slow at the Canada-U.S. border, and cars are directed into waiting lanes to be questioned by border control agents. Once clear of customs, pass the massive white Peace Arch monument, which claims to be the first monument built and dedicated to world peace.


The route is now called I-5, a freeway that runs from the Canadian border to Tijuana, Mexico. Follow I-5 south through the town of Bellingham, Washington, and the expansive Skagit Valley, home of a spring tulip festival. Freeway traffic may start to slow around Everett, an industrial hub 30 miles (48 kilometers) north of Seattle and home to some of Boeing’s largest airplane factories and runways.


Express lanes, which change direction depending on time of day, may be open about 8 miles (13 kilometers) north of downtown Seattle. They are often faster than the freeway, but offer fewer off-ramps. The multilane I-5 narrows as it enters downtown Seattle, where the freeway darts through tunnels and under buildings, with exits springing both left and right.




Best Accommodations


S Thompson Hotel: A rooftop deck with views for days, plus a classy sense of style on every floor (click here).


S Edgewater: The only Seattle hotel that’s actually on the water—a pier, in this case—has views that can’t be beat (click here).


S Ace Hotel: This boarding house-turned quirky, budget hotel is conveniently located in Belltown (click here).


S Sorrento Hotel: From atop one of the city’s hills, this historical, Italian-style building exudes old-world charm (click here).


S Hotel Ballard: Head here for a forward-thinking boutique property in a distant but incredibly popular neighborhood (click here).





Stopping in Bow and Edison


Leave I-5 at Bow Hill Road for a detour to the towns of Bow and Edison; both are located off scenic Chuckanut Drive/Highway 11, which connects to I-5 in Burlington. Each tiny town boasts bakeries, cheesemongers, and cafés. Ask for a local pint at the The Old Edison (5829 Cains Ct., Bow, 360/766-6266, www.theoldedison.com, 11:30am-9pm daily). Then follow Chuckanut Drive north to find fried oysters and a Samish Bay view at Taylor Shellfish Farms (2182 Chuckanut Dr., Bow, 360/766-6002, www.taylorshellfishfarms.com, 10am-7pm daily) before returning to I-5 at Burlington.


Driving from the Olympic Peninsula


82-140MI/132-225 KM, 2-3.5 HR


From Forks, Port Angeles, or Port Townsend on the northern Olympic Peninsula, follow U.S. 101 east to Highway 104, which runs 14 miles (23 kilometers) east to the Hood Canal Bridge. Cross the floating bridge and continue east for 9 miles (14 kilometers) on small, sometimes-winding Highway 104 through Port Gamble and to Kingston. Board the Washington State Ferry to Edmonds, a community just north of Seattle’s city boundaries. From the ferry dock in Edmonds, take Highway 104 east for 5 miles (8 kilometers) to I-5, and then follow I-5 south for 13 miles (21 kilometers) to Seattle.


From Aberdeen on the southern Olympic Peninsula, follow Highway 8 east for 50 miles (80 kilometers) to Olympia. In Olympia, merge onto I-5 North and drive 60 miles (97 kilometers) to Seattle.


Stopping in Olympia


Right on I-5 and sitting at the bottom tip of Puget Sound is the capital city of Olympia, with a thriving downtown district, including the Olympia Farmers Market (700 Capitol Way N, 360/352-9096, www.olympiafarmersmarket.com, 10am-3pm Thurs.-Sun. Apr.-Oct., 10am-3pm Sat.-Sun. Nov.-Dec.), hawking fresh berries and local meats.


Driving from Portland


175 MI/282 KM, 2.75 HR


Seattle is 175 miles (282 kilometers) north of Portland along I-5, about 2.75 hours without traffic; with traffic the drive can take closer to 3-3.5 hours. Exit central Portland on I-405 North, which crosses the Willamette River over the arch of the Fremont Bridge. Join I-5 North, which runs through residential Portland before crossing the wide Columbia River and entering Washington.




Best Restaurants


S Matt’s at the Market: Though the peekaboo views of Pike Place’s crowds are neat, the food is also among the best downtown (click here).


S Le Pichet: A touch of Paris in downtown Seattle, this spot is perfect for a quick glass of wine with cheese plate on a rainy day (click here).


S Toulouse Petit: The large menu and Louisiana flavors don’t disappoint. The happy hour is especially popular (click here).


S Canlis: A classic, this beloved fine-dining establishment in a midcentury building has Mad Men style to spare (click here).


S JuneBaby: A taste of the South reaches lofty culinary heights in North Seattle (click here).


S Portage Bay Café: Eat breakfast the way it’s meant to be done—with unlimited toppings for pancakes and waffles (click here).


S Stateside: Fusion cuisine in a cozy Capitol Hill corner with cocktails you’ll remember (click here).


S The Walrus and the Carpenter: Oysters and shareable plates are worth the wait at this gleaming-white seafood hangout (click here).


S Sushi Kashiba: A well-trained sushi expert brings delicate combinations in a high-end downtown eatery (click here).





After traversing the city of Vancouver, Washington (not to be confused with Vancouver, British Columbia), I-5 runs north through rural farmland and along the Columbia River, past the small cities of Kelso, Longview, Chehalis, and Centralia.


The state capitol dome is visible from the freeway as I-5 turns northeast in Olympia; the scenic view of the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge marks your last stretch of uninterrupted greenery. Traffic can get thick through the Joint Base Lewis-McChord and the industrial city of Tacoma, about 35 miles (56 kilometers) south of Seattle. As you follow I-5 North into downtown Seattle, the freeway narrows and passes through several short tunnels.


Driving from Mount Rainier


85 MI/137 KM, 2 HR


From the Nisqually Entrance on the southwest side, follow Highway 706 west for 35 miles (56 kilometers) until the road becomes Highway 7. Continue north on Highway 7 for 10 miles (16 kilometers), and then turn right onto Highway 161/Eatonville-LaGrande Road. Follow Highway 161 north for 15 miles (24 kilometers) into Puyallup, and then take Highway 512 East to Highway 167 North. Follow Highway 167 north for 22 miles (35 kilometers) to I-405 South, which quickly heads west to I-5 in about 2.5 miles (4 kilometers). Once on I-5, continue 10 miles (16 kilometers) north to Seattle.


From the White River Entrance on the east side, follow Highway 410 north for 33 miles (53 kilometers) through Greenwater to the town of Enumclaw. Past Enumclaw, turn right onto Highway 164, which continues north for 7 miles (11 kilometers) through a hybrid of farmland and suburban residential blocks to Highway 18 in Auburn. Take Highway 18 west for 3 miles (5 kilometers) to I-5, and then follow I-5 north for 24 miles (39 kilometers) to Seattle.


By Air or Train


Air


Sea-Tac International Airport (SEA, 17801 International Blvd., 206/787-5388 or 800/544-1965, www.portseattle.org/sea-tac) is located 15 miles (24 kilometers) south of downtown Seattle. From I-5, follow Highway 518 about 1 mile (1.6) west. The airport is a busy terminus that receives both domestic and international flights. At its center is a large glass atrium lined with rocking chairs and outposts of local restaurants. Parking ($3-4 per hour), car rentals (3150 S. 160th St.), and public transportation are available.




Two Days in Seattle


Seattle is an international city with arts, food, science, and the outdoors to explore. To get the most in a short trip, focus first on the city’s core, and then venture out onto the water or to one of the city’s parks.


Day 1


Start the day like any other day—at Starbucks (click here). The location in Pike Place Market isn’t quite as “original” as the T-shirts and mugs would have you believe, but it’s an interesting reminder that the chain used to be just another local coffee stand. Java in hand, explore Pike Place Market (click here) and its long rows of craft and food stands. Watch fish fly at Pike Place Fish Market (click here), and venture past the Gum Wall (click here).


Walk two blocks south along 1st Avenue to the Hammering Man at the Seattle Art Museum (click here), and venture inside for one of the West Coast’s best art collections. From there it’s only three blocks down University Street (head down the steps at the Hammering Man) to the waterfront—just head for the big, round Seattle Great Wheel (click here). Take a boat ride on Argosy Cruises (click here) or hop a big white Washington State Ferry (click here).


Once you’re back on dry land, take a cab to the Seattle Center (click here). You’re probably starving, and the Armory hosts small outlets of some of the city’s best cheap eats. The Seattle Center alone contains enough entertainment for a week, so pick your (fun, cool) poison: science at the Pacific Science Center (click here) or rock and roll and pop culture at the Museum of Pop Culture (click here). Topping either one will take something big—like, say, the Space Needle (click here). Travel to the observation deck at the top and catch views in every direction.


For dinner, head to Belltown and hit up one of the city’s memorable restaurants: AQUA by El Gaucho (click here) and Six Seven (click here) earn acclaim for both seafood and waterfront locations. If you still have energy, return downtown for a symphony show at Benaroya Hall (click here) or rock at the Showbox (click here).


Day 2


Start the day with French toast and the breakfast toppings bar at Portage Bay Café (click here) in South Lake Union. Walk 0.5 mile east on Harrison Street and then turn right on Yale Avenue for some quick shopping at REI (click here). Or simply follow Terry Avenue north to Lake Union Park and the Museum of History and Industry (click here) to learn the story of Seattle and its high-flying, computer-inventing ways. Before you leave South Lake Union, head back down Terry Avenue and grab a massive meal at Lunchbox Lab (click here).


Drive northwest to Discovery Park (click here) and ramble out to the beach. Enjoy your lunch and explore the tide pools and historical lighthouse. The former fort is big enough that you’ll forget you’re in the middle of the Northwest’s biggest city.


Reenter civilization by driving north on 15th Avenue West and across one of the city’s many drawbridges to reach Ballard, a former fishing center. Turn west on NW Market Street to reach the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks (click here). The locks are more than an engineering marvel, though it’s fun to watch the gates open and the locks fill as boats move in and out. But there’s also a fish ladder with underground viewing windows and a botanical garden.


Before leaving Ballard, try some of the neighborhood’s fine dining. Back on NW Market Street, turn south on 22nd Avenue to reach Ballard Avenue and the French fare at Bastille Café (click here). Or wait for the city’s best oyster bar at the superb The Walrus and the Carpenter (click here), a mere three blocks away. Bars in Ballard are among the city’s best, so stay on Ballard Avenue and take a tipple at Noble Fir (click here) or King’s Hardware (click here), and drink as the anglers once did on these very streets. Finish the night in Capitol Hill—dancing at Q (click here) and drinks at the bustling Quinn’s Pub (click here) go late.





A taxi from the airport to the downtown core costs a flat rate of $40. The Central Link light rail (www.soundtransit.org, 5am-1am Mon.-Sat., 6am-midnight Sun., $3) traces a 40-minute ride through Seattle’s southern neighborhoods before stopping in the downtown underground transit tunnel. The Downtown Airporter (425/981-7000, https://downtownairporter.hudsonltd.net [URL inactive]) provides shuttle service from the airport to select hotels downtown.


Train


Amtrak (800/872-7245, www.amtrak.com) trains arrive and depart daily from Seattle’s King Street Station (303 S Jackson St.), located near Pioneer Square just south of downtown. The Cascades route travels from Vancouver, BC, to Eugene, Oregon, with stops in Tacoma, Portland, and Salem; the Empire Builder route runs east all the way to Chicago; and the Coast Starlight travels south from Seattle with stops in Portland, Oregon, and throughout California.



Sights



It doesn’t matter what the weather is—the open-air farmers market is open even in the rain, and the top of the Space Needle is a thrill even on a cloudy day. Much of the city’s sights revolve around the futuristic, innovative energy of the city, from the Hammering Man in front of the art museum to the Tomorrowland-like Seattle Center.


Downtown


The hilly core of Seattle is a tight space, perched on hills that spill down to the dark waters of Elliott Bay, a part of the deep V of saltwater Puget Sound. The urban core first grew up around Pioneer Square, just south of today’s busiest and biggest buildings, where the white Smith Tower is just one architectural gem preserved from an earlier era. More recent buildings, like the skyscraping Columbia Tower, are reflective glass giants, while at their feet is a walkable, if sometimes vertical, city.


TOP EXPERIENCE



S Pike Place Market



Looking for some flying fish? Just follow the crowds to Pike Place Fish Market (86 Pike St., Pike Place Market, 206/682-7181, www.pikeplacefish.com, 9am-3pm Mon.-Sat.). One of downtown’s most popular attractions is the market’s tossed halibut, salmon, and crabs—from one fishmonger to another, so don’t worry about catching them yourself. Why throw fish? If you ask the loud, jovial workers, they’ll probably just answer “Why not?” The practice started early in the fish market’s life, simply to hurry the purchased wares back behind the counter, where they were weighed and wrapped. Soon they began having fun with all the fish tossing, and crowds began to gather for the show, not the seafood itself. The centrally located fish stand, topped with a “World Famous” sign, sells oyster shooters in souvenir shot glasses ($5.50) and cookbooks, as well as fresh seafood. Kids may notice the mouth of a dead fish moving—it’s a trick the staff performs using fishing line and fish with particularly gruesome mouths.
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Pike Place Fish Market





But that’s only the beginning of the sights and sounds to take in at Pike Place Market. Around every corner are accomplished buskers, and stalls sell local vegetables, flowers, and crafts. A row of more permanent stores face the public market, with local cheesemonger Beecher’s (1600 Pike Pl., 206/956-1964, www.beechershandmadecheese.com, 10am-5pm daily) offering a glimpse of its curds, whey, and giant metal mixers in the signature Flagship cheddar assembly line.


Also facing the market is a little coffee shop that goes by the name of Starbucks (1912 Pike Pl., 206/448-8762, www.starbucks.com, 6am-8pm daily). The chain’s first location was a few doors down, but this early outpost retains a few old-timey touches, like a logo whose mermaid mascot is more bare-breasted than the version that’s been exported worldwide. Lines for a latte or vintage-style Starbucks swag often snake out the door.


Seattle’s stickiest attraction is the Gum Wall (1428 Post Alley between Pike St. and Pike Pl.), located down an alley near the entrance to Pike Place Market. It started when theatergoers of a nearby improv theater began leaving their gum on the building’s exterior. Now it’s a giant mess of multicolored blobs—some people even spell out names with their bubblegum. The attraction was rated the second-germiest in the world (second only to the kissable Blarney Stone).




Tillicum Village


Seattle may have gained global prominence in the 20th century, but Tillicum Village (Pier 55, 1101 Alaskan Way, 206/622-8687, www.tillicumvillage.com, $84 adults, $75 seniors, $32 children 4-12, children under 4 free; cruise only: $29) is a reminder that people have lived along Puget Sound for centuries. The village is located on Blake Island, a state park about 8 miles (13 kilometers) from Seattle and birthplace of Chief Seattle. The buildings are re-creations of those built by the Coast Salish people. Tillicum Village is only accessed by a boat tour and meal experience, though boaters can land on the rest of forested Blake Island for free. The potlatch—a Native American festival—includes traditional dances done in elaborate costume and storytelling by a native of a local tribe, plus steamed clams and salmon cooked on cedar planks over alderwood fires in the longhouse. Trips take about four hours total.





On the north end of the market, Victor Steinbrueck Park (2001 Western Ave., 206/684-4075, 6am-10pm daily) offers waterfront views, two traditional cedar totem poles, and a rather gritty assortment of park visitors.



S Seattle Art Museum



Just look for the hammering man—the moving sculpture that stands guard in front of the Seattle Art Museum (1300 1st Ave., 206/654-3100, www.seattleartmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Wed. and Fri.-Sun., 10am-9pm Thurs., $30 adults, $28 seniors, $20 students, children free) takes a break only on Labor Day. The art on display ranges from the cutting edge—a life-size tree made of small wooden pieces hangs in the foyer—to the traditional, with artists like John Singer Sargent and Jackson Pollock represented. There are also galleries of Northwest art: Outside, a line of video screens displays nature and city images, and occasionally even live shots from below the museum. Admission is free the first Thursday of the month, and periodic SAM Remix events open the galleries extra late on Friday nights and feature a raucous dance party.


Seattle Aquarium


From its spot on two piers, Seattle Aquarium (1483 Alaskan Way, 206/386-4300, www.seattleaquarium.org, 9:30am-5pm daily, $32.95 adults, $22.95 children 4-12, children under 4 free) dangles over the waters it celebrates. In the lobby a giant Window on Washington Waters tank is filled with local fish, and throughout the day divers pop inside to show off its inhabitants. Look for the mottled orange of the rockfish, which can live up to 100 years but develops eye problems in captivity. The Seattle Aquarium’s vet has done extensive work on eye surgery and even hopes to provide prosthetic eyes for the creatures. The aquarium has touch tide pools and bird exhibits, plus weird-looking sea creatures like the octopus and hundreds of jellyfish. Larger habitats house sea and river otters, and a new amphitheater-style area holds three harbor seals. Check at the front desk for the schedule of daily animal feedings. The café has pizzas, sandwiches, some seafood entrées (sustainable ones only, of course), and microbrews, and the outdoor balcony is open on days with decent weather.


Seattle Great Wheel


When the Seattle Great Wheel (1301 Alaskan Way, 206/623-8600, www.seattlegreatwheel.com, 11am-9pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-9pm Fri.-Sat., shorter hours in winter, $15 adults, $13 seniors, $10 children 3-11, children under 3 free) popped up on Seattle’s waterfront in 2012, it took the city by surprise—but it carried a million riders in its first year. The 175-foot (53-meter) ride is the tallest of its kind on the West Coast, and the enclosed cars can hold eight people each. From inside each gondola, the views shift from downtown Seattle to Elliott Bay and the Olympic Mountains across Puget Sound, and the Ferris wheel’s end-of-the-pier location means that you’ll dangle over the dark blue water. One of the cars is not like the others: The VIP gondola has leather seats and a glass floor, and a ride inside ($50) comes with a champagne toast, free T-shirt, and the ability to skip the line. One part of the wheel is totally free—the 500,000 LED lights that cover it, which illuminate in different moving patterns for holidays and sports events.
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Seattle Art Museum
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Seattle Aquarium







[image: Image]


Seattle Great Wheel





Ye Olde Curiosity Shop


Ye Olde Curiosity Shop (1001 Alaskan Way, 206/682-5844, www.yeoldecuriosityshop.com, 11am-6pm Sun.-Thurs., 10am-pm Fri.-Sat summer; 10am-6pm Sun.-Thurs., 9am-9pm Fri.-Sat. winter) is indeed a shop, but it’s also a historical Seattle attraction. In 1899 it opened as the Free Museum and Curio, mainly showing off artifacts from Alaska that gold rushers had brought back. The preserved mummy named Sylvester is the shop’s biggest attraction; the body was supposedly dug from the Arizona desert in 1895 and may have been mummified by natural dehydration, though a CT scan revealed the bullet that killed him. There’s also a large collection of shrunken human heads, Siamese cow bodies, walrus tusks, and the Lord’s Prayer engraved on a single grain of rice. The wares for sale are a little less exotic—souvenirs, porcelain collectibles, and saltwater taffy, plus Northwest Native American totem poles and masks. You can also buy a shrunken head replica made of goat hide.


Seattle Central Library


There are a million books inside Seattle Central Library (1000 4th Ave., 206/386-4636, www.spl.org, 10am-8pm Mon.-Thurs., 10am-6pm Fri.-Sat., noon-6pm Sun., free) and nearly as many glass panels on the unusual exterior. Being inside is something like visiting a greenhouse, but one that grows books. The windowed building was designed by Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas and has enough glass to cover more than five football fields. Groups of five or larger can book free tours of the space, but everyone can wander for free and access the cell phone tour (206/686-8564). Readings and events occur daily in the library’s auditorium and other meeting spaces, and the expansive 3rd floor has a café, reading areas, and computers with Internet access. For the best views in the building, head to level 10, the Betty Jane Narver Reading Room.


Columbia Center Sky View Observatory


How high do you want to go? Visit Columbia Center Sky View Observatory (701 5th Ave., 206/386-5564, www.skyviewobservatory.com, 8am-11pm daily, $20 adults, $17 seniors,$14 students, and children 5-13, children under 5 free) for the absolute tallest observation point in the city (yes, taller than the Space Needle). The view at 902 feet off the ground makes it the highest publicly accessible spot west of the Mississippi. On the way up, visit the 40th-floor Starbucks, the chain’s highest outpost in the world.


Frye Art Museum


The charming Frye Art Museum (704 Terry Ave., 206/622-9250, www.fryemuseum.org, 11am-5pm Tues.-Wed. and Fri.-Sun., 11am-7pm Thurs., free) isn’t too far from downtown, tucked away among the hospitals of First Hill, but it has a quieter vibe (and free parking). The Fryes, a Seattle couple who lived in the early 20th century, left a collection of European paintings, and the museum has since taken on a collection of contemporary art and hosting of temporary exhibits as well. The Fryes stipulated that their art be shown for free and in particular arrangements; the building was designed by modernist architect Paul Thiry and is made up of large concrete forms and sharp right angles. Free public tours are given daily at 1pm, and the museum also houses a café named for Freida Sondland, a Holocaust refugee-turned-local art patron.


Pioneer Square


Pioneer Square (Yesler Way and 1st Ave., www.pioneersquare.org), located on the south end of downtown, is the city’s oldest neighborhood. Much of the architecture is classic Victorian and Edwardian styles, built on fill that buried the first story of many of the town’s buildings after a fire ravaged the area. During the Klondike gold rush, the Pioneer Square neighborhood was full of outfitters and saloons where prospectors would prepare for the trip to Alaska. During the Great Depression, a shantytown emerged and the area fell into disrepair. Since the 1960s, the Pioneer Square buildings have been preserved and protected, and its become known for new bars and restaurants, plus access to the sports stadium. Although the whole neighborhood carries the name, Pioneer Square itself is at the corner of Yesler Way and 1st Avenue, a relatively small patch of grass and an ornate pergola that dates back to the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition.
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Pioneer Square





Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park


When you think “gold rush,” you probably either picture California or Alaska, not Seattle. But the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park (319 2nd Ave. S, 206/220-4240, www.nps.gov/klse, 10am-5pm daily, free), run by the National Park Service, is located in the middle of the Pioneer Square neighborhood. The museum tells the story of how Seattle served as the gateway to the Klondike. Old newspaper reports reveal the great excitement that arose in 1897 when gold from the Klondike River in Alaska and Canada arrived via steamship at the American ports. Prospectors came to Seattle to be outfitted for the trip north—even Seattle’s own mayor quit to join the stampede. The Canadian Mounties, worried that all those people were going to starve in the wilderness, began requiring that each person bring a year’s worth of food. Fun hands-on exhibits and gold-panning demonstrations show how the Seattle economy grew from that gold rush—and how poorly most prospectors fared.


Underground Tour


If someone tells you a separate city exists underneath the streets of Seattle, they’re not pulling your leg (probably). The Underground Tour (608 1st Ave., 206/682-4646, www.undergroundtour.com, on the hour 9am-7pm daily summer, 10am-6pm daily winter, $22 adults, $20 seniors and students, $10 children 7-12, children under 7 free) began in the 1960s when renovation of the Pioneer Square area reminded locals that the original first story of many buildings had been buried with dirt to stabilize the marshy tidal area. A Seattle Times reporter began leading people down dark stairways to the buried sidewalks and edifices. Now the tour is incredibly popular and even has an occasional adult-oriented version that points out old opium dens and red-light districts. The walking tour is fascinating, even if the underground spaces are a bit more cramped than one would imagine when they hear the phrase “buried city.”




Seattle’s World’s Fair


Even Elvis discovered Seattle in 1962 when the Century 21 Exposition put the city on the map. The World’s Fair was meant to show off Washington State as the center of jet-age progress, proving it was more than an out-of-the-way region often confused with Washington, D.C.


Over breakfast meetings in the city’s finest hotel, the Olympic, a group of businessmen dreamed up the infrastructure that would become Seattle’s icons—the Seattle Center, the monorail, the Space Needle. In the middle of the space race against the Soviet Union, the home of Boeing had to show off its science and technology above all. A giant replica of a dam had water falling down six spillways, and a giant glass elevator called the Bubbleator took riders through a World of Tomorrow exhibit. There was even a visit from a famous cosmonaut, Gherman Titov, but his notoriety was religious, not technological—at his World’s Fair press conference, he proclaimed, “I don’t believe in God. I believe in man.” Four days later, U.S. astronaut John Glenn agreed that he didn’t see God in space, but only because God was too big for such an appearance.


For all the showing off, the fair was mostly about fun. The country tasted its first Belgian waffles in a popular stand on the outdoor area called the Gayway. Rides and games for the kiddies were out front, but an observant visitor could find Show Street, where the bawdy Gracie Hanson hosted a topless girlie show.


The Shah of Iran, a British prince, Bob Hope, and Lassie all popped by the six-month fair, but of the almost 10 million visitors, none was more adored than Elvis Presley. He shot the film It Happened at the World’s Fair and, in his off hours, avoided crowds by going on double dates with a production assistant—one was even to see an Elvis movie.


When the Century 21 Exposition finally closed in October 1962, its most anticipated guest, President John F. Kennedy, bowed out, claiming a cold. The festivities went on without him, and a few days later it was revealed that the Cuban Missile Crisis, not congestion, had kept JFK away.





Smith Tower


The Space Needle is weirder and the Columbia Tower is taller, but the Smith Tower (506 2nd Ave., 206/622-4004, www.smithtower.com, 10am-4pm daily, $16, children under 5 free) is a beautiful historical building that used to be the tallest in the West. Built in 1914, the pointy white tower was long a symbol for the city. On the 35th floor—reached on an original Otis elevator with operator—an observation deck offers a 360-degree view of the city, waterfront, and distant mountains. The outdoor viewing deck is surrounding by ornate white gates, and the room is a lovely destination with breathtaking views. Though it once held Chinese artifacts, it’s now part of a larger historical tour and experience, with a bar that serves retro speakeasy-style cocktails. Nighttime access after 4pm is available for $14 some evenings.


Belltown



S Olympic Sculpture Park



An oil company’s waterfront land was reborn as Olympic Sculpture Park (2901 Western Ave., 206/654-3100, www.seattleartmuseum.org, sunrise-sunset daily; pavilion: 10am-5pm Wed.-Mon. summer, 10am-5pm Wed.-Sun. winter, free), a series of zigzagging green spaces that hold massive works of art. The centerpiece is Alexander Calder’s The Eagle, a twisted figure in red visible to the ferries that cross Elliott Bay. A glass bridge is decorated with images of the skyline, and the piece Love & Loss has a prominent ampersand on a tall spike. A Z-shaped path crosses the green space as it leads down to the water. The vivarium, a narrow building with a 60-foot nurse log inside, showcases an intersection of art and nature—illustrating how a dying tree serves as an incubator for new plants. Outside, the sculpture park includes ginkgo and dawn redwood trees, plus meadow grasses and a shoreline often visited by seals. A pavilion holds restrooms and offices, plus a large space for events.
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Ye Olde Curiosity Shop






Queen Anne



Seattle Center


Born as the fairgrounds of the 1962 World’s Fair, the Seattle Center (305 Harrison St., 206/684-7200, www.seattlecenter.com) is a giant play space, workshop, stage, and meeting spot. Beyond its signature tall white arches—part of the Pacific Science Center, designed by the same architect that designed New York City’s World Trade Center—is the domed International fountain and 74 acres of performance spaces, museums, and parks. The Seattle Center serves as the city’s collective backyard, or perhaps its welcoming parlor, as a number of festivals take place on the grounds celebrating music, art, and culture. One lawn has a giant, multicolored outdoor glass mosaic by Paul Horiuchi, and a pagoda made of Japanese cypress wood houses a bell that was given to the city by its sister city, Kobe, Japan.


TOP EXPERIENCE



S Space Needle



The city’s retro icon was born as a sketch on a cocktail napkin by one of the 1962 World’s Fair planners, but the 605-foot Space Needle (400 Broad St., 206/905-2100, www.spaceneedle.com) was built in less than a year. During the World’s Fair, the space-age elevators were operated by pretty, young women; today the operators (of both genders) tell a quick story of the tower during the trip to the top. At 520 feet, the Observation Deck (10:30am-8:30pm Mon.-Thurs., 11am-9pm Fri.- Sun., $35 adults, $30 seniors, $26 youth 5-12, children 4 and under free) features big glass windows through which you can see the whole city; a snack bar serving local donuts and ice cream is located inside. Inside, the Loupe is a revolving glass floor. Timed tickets can be purchased in advance; lines often wrap the Space Needle base, so plan ahead, or buy a ticket that allows for a return nighttime trip ($18-24 extra).


Pacific Science Center


Life-size dinosaurs and bigger-than-life IMAX films live at the kid-friendly Pacific Science Center (200 2nd Ave. N, 206/443-2001, www.pacificsciencecenter.org, 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun. in summer, 10am-5pm Wed.-Fri., 10am-6pm Sat.-Sun. in winter, $25.95 adults, $23.95 seniors, $17.95 children 6-15, $13.95 children 3-5, children under 3 free). During the 1962 World’s Fair, this was the U.S. Science Pavilion, and there’s a retro midcentury feel to the outdoor pools and boxy buildings. The exhibits inside are much more up to date, featuring a live-weather globe and interactive health displays. Warm and humid, the Tropical Butterfly House is filled with 500 tropical butterflies every week; animal exhibits, such as the East African naked mole rat, include residents known to be a little less glamorous. Outside, the Sonic Bloom’s sculptured flowers show off the power of solar radiation by glowing with solar-powered energy. Laser shows take place regularly, arranged to pop or psychedelic tunes, and large visiting history and art exhibitions come to the newly renovated gallery space. Two IMAX theaters show nature films and popular cinema (shows and special exhibitions require additional tickets).


Seattle Children’s Museum


Located downstairs in the Armory, the Seattle Children’s Museum (305 Harrison St., 206/441-1768, www.thechildrensmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Tues.- Sun., $12 adults and children, $11 seniors, children under 1 free) appeals to tots 10 and younger—in fact, you have to have a kid of that age to enter. Exhibits are hands on and image based, like the Global Village where the dresser drawers and table are filled with clothing and food from around the world. There is a construction zone, play bus, and a big art studio.


Although the building has had many uses both during and after the World’s Fair, today the Armory serves as a pavilion boasting a truly gourmet food court. Some of Seattle’s most popular restaurants have outposts here, including Skillet Counter, Mod Pizza, Bigfood BBQ, and Eltana Wood-Fired Bagels. Order from the counter and then head outside if the weather’s good; public bathrooms are also available in the building.


Chihuly Garden and Glass


You can’t go far in the Northwest without seeing some spectacular glass art. Chihuly Garden and Glass (305 Harrison St., 206/753-4940, www.chihulygardenandglass.com, 11am-7pm daily., $32 adults, $27 seniors, $19 children 5-12, children under 5 free) celebrates the country’s most famous glassblower, Dale Chihuly, with a gallery of his works and a fanciful garden of glass flowers and sculpture. Prepare to feel like Alice wandering around Wonderland. Chihuly’s signature bulbs are lit creatively inside. One room consists of a glass ceiling overflowing with anemone-like works, while another turns the pieces into a light installation. The attached Collections Café reflects Chihuly’s penchant for collections—each table center has handfuls of his tin toys, or accordions, or carnival masks, or other items housed under glass.


Museum of Pop Culture


What would you do with a billion dollars? The late Microsoft cofounder Paul Allen started, among other things, the Experience Music Project in honor of Jimi Hendrix and his hometown’s musical heritage, and the Frank Gehry-designed building morphed into the EMP Museum and now the Museum of Pop Culture (325 5th Ave. N, 206/770-2700, www.mopop.org, 10am-7pm daily summer, 10am-5pm daily winter, $33 adults, $30 seniors and students, $24 children 5-17, children under 5 free), dedicated to pop culture. Outside the museum’s guitar tower are interactive booths for trying out keyboards or turntables. Downstairs an animatronic dragon overlooks a fantasy exhibit (pull his tail—he’ll move), which also has a giant magical tree and interactive exhibits about fantasy archetypes. Also downstairs, a science fiction exhibit includes a Star Trek captain’s chair and Doctor Who props.


Seattle Center Monorail


The lumbering old metal Seattle Center Monorail (Harrison and Broad Sts., 206/905-2600, www.seattlemonorail.com, 9:30am-8pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-8pm Sat., 10am-9pm Sun., $3 adults, $1.50 seniors and children 6-12, children under 6 free) skates down a mile-long track to the center of downtown, a reminder of the city’s once-extensive plans for public transportation. The trip is great fun for transportation junkies or tourists looking to see the city from a few stories up, but it’s not much of a commuter time-saver, running from the Seattle Center to the Westlake Mall. Still, the train rumbling above 5th Avenue or through a special hole in the Museum of Pop Culture, which was built around it, remains one of the enduring sights of Seattle.
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Seattle Center Monorail passing through the Museum of Pop Culture





Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Visitor Center


Although Bill Gates first made his mark as the founder of Microsoft, he’s now trying to solve the world’s biggest problems of health and extreme poverty through his foundation. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Visitor Center (440 5th Ave. N, 206/709-3100, www.gatesfoundation.org, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sat., free) is a chance to highlight for visitors what the foundation does. The ash and apple wood displays explain how the Gates’ money helps smaller organizations deliver health care and crop assistance. A giant interactive wall offers a timeline of the Gates family and the group itself. But perhaps the biggest emphasis is on toilets: In an effort to bring sustainable sanitation to people living in unhygienic conditions, the foundation’s Reinvent the Toilet Challenge produced a waterless solar-powered toilet prototype that now stands in the lobby.


South Lake Union



S Museum of History and Industry



When the Museum of History and Industry (860 Terry Ave. N, 206/324-1126, www.mohai.org, 10am-5pm daily; some Thursdays 10am-8pm, $21.95 adults, $17.95 seniors, $16.95 students, children 14 and under free) moved to this waterfront ex-armory building in 2012, it spurred a renewed interest in the museum’s mix of artifacts, hands-on exhibits, and curiosities. The working World War II-era periscope offers a chance to peek out onto Lake Union, and displays explain the impact of events like the Great Seattle Fire of 1889 and the 1962 World’s Fair. An old notepad bears the scribbling of a young Bill Gates, and the city’s preeminent beer sign, from the old Rainier brewery, gets center stage. Outside are several historical ships and tugboats and a small pond with model sailboat rentals.


South Lake Union Streetcar


The city of Seattle has almost as many forms of transportation as it has hills. The South Lake Union Streetcar (206/553-3060, www.seattlestreetcar.org, 6am-9pm Mon.-Thurs., 6am-11pm Fri.-Sat., 10am-7pm Sun., $2.25 adults, $1 seniors, $1.50 children 6-18, children under 6 free) begins at Stewart Street and Fifth Avenue and travels through the South Lake Union neighborhood and up the east side of Lake Union. The neighborhood has quickly become home to new restaurants and stores in recent years, thanks to the relocation of the Amazon campus to the once-sleepy neighborhood.


Capitol Hill


Seattle Asian Art Museum


The Seattle Asian Art Museum (1400 E Prospect St., 206/654-3100, www.seattleartmuseum.org, 10am-5pm Wed., Fri, and Sun., 10am-9pm Thurs., 9am-5pm Sat., $14.99, $12.99 seniors, $9.99 students and children 15-18, children under 15 free) is operated by the Seattle Art Museum, but is located in the middle of Volunteer Park in a beautiful 1933 building that once housed the entire SAM collection, with pieces of Chinese, Indian, Korean, Japanese, and Southeast Asian origin. Replicas of Ming dynasty camel statues sit outside among well-kept flower beds, perfect as props in a photo. The building underwent a $56 million renovation and reopened in 2020 with more exhibit space and fewer skylights—all the natural light was hurting the art, but a new design mimics the sun.


University District


Locals say “UW” or the shorter “U-Dub” when they’re talking about the sprawling University of Washington (1401 NE Campus Pkwy., 206/543-9198, www.washington.edu). The campus was first a fairground, host to the 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition. Students crowd the central Red Square between classes or relax on grassy quads, but the busiest gathering space on game days is the rebuilt Husky Stadium on Lake Washington.


Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture


What’s cooler than dinosaur skeletons? How about the bones of a giant sloth, remains that were found at Seattle-Tacoma airport and delivered to the Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture (4300 15th Ave NE, 206/543-7907, www.burkemuseum.org, 10am-5pm daily, $22 adults, $20 seniors, $14 students and children 4 and older, children under 4 free) at the University of Washington. The fossils of a mastodon and stegosaurus are even more massive, and the museum holds treasures that didn’t come out of the dirt as well. A survey of the Pacific cultures that influenced the Northwest includes exhibits from Japan, Korea, China, and Hawaii. A large new building opened in 2019 with windows that show off the scientists that work on its many holdings and a roof inspired by Coast Salish Native American architecture. The new museum café, Off the Rez, is from the owners of a Native American food truck.


Henry Art Gallery


The University of Washington’s Henry Art Gallery (15th Ave. NE at NE 41st St., 206/543-2280, www.henryart.org, 11am-4pm Wed. and Fri.-Sun., 11am-9am Thurs., $10 adults, $6 seniors, students and children under 14 free) is not only a repository for art, it’s one of the university’s hubs for arts and cultural events. Originally founded by a local philanthropist as the first public art museum in the state, it started with 19th- and 20th-century paintings but later grew to have a substantial photography collection and new-media installations. There are also textiles from around the world, including rugs from Central Asia and costumes from Eastern Europe. The gallery’s café (8am-4pm Tues.-Fri., 10:30am-2pm Sat.-Sun.) has salads, sandwiches, and coffee, plus pastries and wraps.


Ballard


National Nordic Museum


Although much of the Northwest can trace some roots to Scandinavia, Ballard in particular was founded by people of Northern Europe. So it’s no wonder the National Nordic Museum (2655 NW Market St., 206/789-5707, www.nordicmuseum.org, 10am-4pm Tues.-Sat., noon-4pm Sun., $18 adults, $15 seniors and students, $10 children 5-18, children under 5 free) is located in Ballard; in 2018 it moved from a hundred-year-old old elementary school building to a brand new striking building in the center of the neighborhood. Exhibits trace Nordic life over 12,000 years and look at modern art and culture from the region; special attention is paid to Nordic immigrants to the United States in the 19th century, especially their work in the fishing and lumber industries. The Freya Café serves Danish Dog sausages and treats like pepperkakor, a ginger cookie, plus cocktails made with liquors like aquavit.
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inside the National Nordic Museum
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fossils at the Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture
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an Argosy Cruises ship





Greater Seattle


Discovery Park


The large waterfront Discovery Park (3801 Discovery Park Blvd., 206/386-4236, www.seattle.gov, park: 4am-11pm daily, cultural center: 9-5pm Mon.-Fri., free), near the Seattle neighborhood of Magnolia, used to be a military installation called Fort Lawton, though the army presence there was never very large. In World War II it served as a POW camp for Germans and Italians, and some of the latter were allowed to socialize with Seattle residents. More than 500 acres became Discovery Park in the 1970s, named for George Vancouver’s ship, including areas around the 1881 West Point Lighthouse on Puget Sound. The park has more than 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) of beaches, plus wooded bluffs and meadows with great views. Trails cross the park; it’s a 1.5-mile (2.4-kilometer) walk to the beach from the parking lots, passing some old military buildings and a radar that serves as backup for the Seattle-Tacoma airport. There are tennis courts and a playground, and tide pools are visible during low tides on the north beach. The visitors center at the main entrance has park staff and limited exhibits; the Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Center has some interior art but is not really meant for extensive visits.


Woodland Park Zoo


The 92 acres of Woodland Park Zoo (550 Phiney Ave. N, Green Lake, 206/548-2500, www.zoo.org, 9:30am-6pm daily spring-summer, $22.95 adults, $20.95 seniors, $13.95 children 3-12, children under 3 free;) hold more than 1,000 animals of more than 300 species, many of which are endangered. Nearly a million people visit the zoo every year, so it’s one of the city’s busiest attractions. An African Savanna area has giraffes, gazelles, and zebras, and the Tropical Asia exhibit has orangutans. Keepers give demonstrations with different raptor species, and grizzly bears are fed salmon every day even though their exhibit has a stream stocked with fish. Ask about when the gorillas get their afternoon snack packs filled with food and toys. The zoo gives discounts for taking public transportation; check the website before going. In recent years they’ve phased out hippo and elephant exhibits due to concerns over captivity living conditions for those animals.


University of Washington Arboretum


The University of Washington Arboretum (2300 Arboretum Dr. E, Madison Park, 206/543-8800, http://depts.washington.edu, visitors center 9am-5pm daily, free) is more than a simple garden, it’s a tree sanctuary that holds more than 20,000 of them over 230 acres, including well-regarded collections of maple, pine, oak, and mountain ash. Trails circle the park, and yes, there are plenty of flowers, too. Wetlands on Lake Washington are especially populated with waterfowl.


The nearby Japanese Garden (1075 Lake Washington Blvd. E, 206/684-4725, www.seattle.gov/parks, 10am-5pm Tues.-Sun. Mar. and Oct.; 10am-7pm Tues.-Sun Apr. and Aug.; 10am-8pm Tues.-Sun. May-July; 10am-6pm Tues.-Sun. Sept.; 10am-4pm Tues.-Sun. Nov., $8 adults, $4 seniors, students, and children 6-17, children under 6 free) is operated by the city, not the university, so there’s a fee to enter and certain photography equipment like tripods are not allowed. The garden is especially popular when the cherry blossom trees bloom. Tea ceremonies are held occasionally, and a community center inside the formal Japanese garden has periodic art displays.


Bellevue Arts Museum


Who says Seattle has all the culture? Across Lake Washington in the posh city of Bellevue is the Bellevue Arts Museum (510 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue, 425/519-0770, www.bellevuearts.org, 11am-5pm Wed.-Sun., $15 adults, $12 seniors and students, children under 6 free). It focuses on Northwest creations, with an emphasis that puts crafts and design works next to paintings and sculptures.



S Museum of Flight



You might think you like airplanes, but until you’ve been to the Museum of Flight (9404 E Marginal Way, South Seattle, 206/764-5720, www.museumofflight.org, 10am-5pm daily, $25 adults, $21 seniors, $17 children 5-17, children under 5 free), you don’t really understand what it means to be obsessed with flight. The building is located next to Boeing Field, an airstrip used by Boeing and private aircraft, whose tarmac is often lined with new and experimental aircraft. The museum has 150 planes and flying machines, many hanging in a giant glass pavilion—there’s the Mach 3 Blackbird, the fastest plane ever built, and early airmail biplanes, a sailplane, WWI fighters, and a Huey helicopter. A big red barn—the original Boeing airplane factory—traces the history of flight and the Boeing industry in Seattle. Outdoors is a kind of parking lot for cool old airplanes, including a supersonic Concorde jet and the first jet to serve as Air Force One—you can walk through the 707 and see where President Kennedy sat on his flights. The 3-D theater and flight simulators let you feel like you got off the ground.




Day Trip to Woodinville Wine Country


Most of Washington’s famed wine-making takes place east of Seattle, across the mountains. But go just a little east of the city for a town that’s become a kind of emissary for the far-off vineyards. Woodinville is just 30 miles (48 kilometers) from the Space Needle but can feel like a different world, one with a slower pace and finer appreciation for sitting around and sipping spirits.


In the center is Chateau Ste. Michelle (14111 NE 145th St., 425/488-1133, www.ste-michelle.com, tastings and tours 10am–5pm daily, free), a French-style behemoth that should look utterly out of place in rural Washington. Instead the quaint shutters and giant wooden doors on the estate are welcoming, if a bit weird, and the winery gives tastings and hosts summer concerts on its well-trimmed lawns.


Besides the big French castle, dozens of other establishments have tasting rooms around Woodinville, and two-thirds of the 99 wineries in town actually produce wine here. Nearly half produce fewer than 2,000 cases, compared to Chateau Ste. Michelle’s more than two million. For a totally different feel, try the stark, modern Novelty Hill-Januik Winnery (14710 Redmond-Woodinville Rd NE, 425/481-5502, www.noveltyhilljanuik.com, 11am-5pm daily, tastings $15-20) across the street. It’s possible to wander on foot between tasting rooms in the industrial part of town, or simply stop at one of the larger establishments for a snack and a lengthy tasting.


Drinks may be taken care of, but there’s always dinner to consider, and the town has a clear favorite dining spot in The Herbfarm (14590 NE 145th St., 425/485-5300, http://theherbfarm.com, seatings at 4:30pm or 7pm, $225-285). Originally home to an educational meal on the site of a small local farm, now it’s relocated to a flowery spot across the street from Ste. Michelle. Meals are a single-seating, nine-course affair preceded by a garden tour and introduction to swine named Basil and Borage—they’re pets, not future pork dishes. As befits the wine-loving town, the restaurant chooses pairings from a 26,000-bottle cellar.





One of the most exciting parts of the Museum of Flight is the space exhibits, including a full-size replica of an International Space Station lab and a Soyuz module used by Charles Simonyi, a billionaire who used his Microsoft money to visit space (and built the gallery that houses many of the museum’s space artifacts). In the center of the room is the giant Space Shuttle Trainer, a full-scale replica of the now retired spacecraft. It never went to space, but every shuttle astronaut trained on it. Tours ($20-25, reservations recommended) are available for a peek inside the crew compartment, though any museum visitor can look inside the cargo bay—Queen Elizabeth once dined inside it when she visited NASA in Houston, Texas.



Sightseeing Tours



Not only does Argosy Cruises (Pier 55, 1101 Alaskan Way, 888/623-1445, www.argosycruises.com, $27-84 adults, $22-75 seniors, $13-32 children 4-12, children under 4 free) run the Tillicum Village experience, it also has a whole slate of boat tours around Puget Sound and Lake Washington. The harbor cruise, a narrated one-hour experience, visits the city’s industrial waterfront and shipping terminal, providing water views of the Space Needle. The Locks Cruise (2.5 hours) includes a trip through the Ballard Locks and peeks at the houseboats on Lake Union. Other tours that visit Lake Washington—with its floating bridges, waterfront mansions, and stadium views—leave from marinas in South Lake Union or Kirkland. Dining and murder-mystery-game cruises are scheduled regularly, and in the winter the Christmas Ship, decked in white lights, travels to 45 different waterfront communities and broadcasts the caroling performance of the onboard choir. The tradition reaches back more than 60 years, and once the schedule is posted, the residents of each Seattle waterfront community make a point of greeting the ship as it passes. Tickets can be booked on both the Christmas Ship with its choir or the Parade Boat that follows it.


For a traditional tour of the city, try the bus-based City Sightseeing Seattle (800/564-4160, www.city-sightseeing.com, $43, $25 children) with hop-on/hop-off service around the central core; the route goes down the waterfront, up into Capitol Hill, and around Pioneer Square. For a more unusual view, take off with Kenmore Air (950 Westlake Ave N, 866/435-9524, www.harbourair.com, $99); though they do commercial service, they’ll also do a just-for-fun takeoff and landing in their floatplanes on Lake Union, with an unmissable 20-minute loop through the area’s sky in between.


Entertainment and Events


It’s been a long time since the city was just known for grunge music. Culture in Seattle ranges from a strong jazz tradition to thriving independent movie theaters. Cocktail culture is nationally recognized, but the city’s quirky sensibilities are still found in watering holes, clubs, and music venues.


Nightlife


Bars and Clubs


Downtown


Down the stairs from Pike Place Market is the quintessential Seattle cocktail bar, Zig Zag Café (1501 Western Ave., No. 202, 206/625-1146, www.zigzagseattle.com [URL inactive], 5pm-2am daily). Bartenders in neat black vests take pride in crafting memorable cocktails and remembering customer’s faces, making it a local’s favorite even as tourists wander up the steps outside. Stroll down the alley that runs just uphill from the market and look for a half-open Dutch door; that’s White Horse Trading Company (1908 Post Alley, 206/441-7767, 2pm-10pm Mon.-Sat..), a snug British drinkery crowded with old-timey golf clubs, bookshelves, and paintings of red-coated fox hunters. Besides British ales, the bar serves Pimm’s Cup highballs, a drink that’s to Brits at Wimbledon what a mint julep is to Southerners at the Kentucky Derby.


For an even more literate quaff, Bookstore Bar & Café (Alexis Hotel, 1007 1st Ave., 206/624-3646, www.bookstorebar.com, 7am-11pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-10pm Sat.-Sun.) sits under rows of books for sale. Any tome is $5, and dishes at happy hour (2pm-6pm daily) aren’t much more. The best reading in the house, however, is the menu of 70 single-malt Scotch whiskeys and almost as many American whiskeys.


To call The Hideout (1005 Boren Ave., 206/903-8480, www.hideoutseattle.com, 4pm-2am Mon.-Fri., 6pm-2am Sat.-Sun.) an art bar is a vast understatement—nearly every inch of the 16-foot-high walls are plastered with canvases, a thoughtful still life next to a frantic modern collage. The signage outside is modest, perhaps to best fit in with the surrounding hospitals in First Hill, or “Pill Hill.” Be sure to swing by the art vending machine in the bar’s dark corner before ordering from the bar. You can get a beer, a decent cocktail, or an artwork price list and flashlight to shop the gallery around you.
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